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on an Account of this Work. 


Was once fo fat ET.” 2 
gainſt a Work of this Nature, 
a to think the Hiſtory of the Li, 
„/ Chriff ſounded but odly, 
_ - -.-.,ACountry where the four Sa ? 
zeliſts are conſtantly read in the vulgar 
. ongue. But a little Acquaintance with 
. 8 EE ſoon remov'd this Prejudice; 
and all Parties are now agreed, that human 
Learning (however decry'd by ſome in the 
laſt Age) is very e te Gol for the thorough: 
underſtanding of the Goſpels. Not to ins, 
ſiſt on the-gre Fe Cuſtoms,, - 
which are but alluded to in Es wh Writ», 
ings," and may be farther explain d from 
other Authors; it is certain that our Lord 
| himſelf did not always intend to be 
moſt intelligible in his Diſcourſes. St. Mat- 
bew tells us, ch. xiii. ver. 10. that when. 
the 4 pollles ask'd him why he ſpoke to 
the Poole; in Parables, i. c. in a my ſteri- 
3 9 my of TEAMED he anſwer d. 
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= = ries of the 2 e but to them it. 
n not given. Nay the Apoſtles themſelves 
did not always Z prehend the weaning of 


1 his Diſcourſe at hearing; we find t 1 / 
 dbliring him, be was-Tetired fro wy 


the. Multitude, to explain to them what 
he had ſaid in Publick: And they never 
” rightly underſtood ſeveral things in his Diſ- 
+. courſes concerning .himfelf, till after, bis 
Puſſion and Reſurrection. "Th his was one 
ty  Reafon why he ſent down the Holy, Ghoſt 
them, that he might lead them into 
* A Fruth, and, illuminate them with a clear 
Underſtanding of all things, Whatſocver 
Ohriſt bad ſald to them. And for che fm 
Keaſon he hath. ordained à ſtanding Som = 
perpetual order of 'Minifters in his CH 
ttt they might, both, by preaching N 
Writing expound the Scriprures, and inſtrut 
People in the true Sen e and Meaning of 
I off Chriſtian, Doctrines. Now if the ach 
1 By mti the Golpel towriting in that whi 
Was then the 5 Latigu 
1 x rhe Chriſtian Church, did'nbt, el | 
tie helps of Study and Eearning to explain, 
|| it farther; much more are ſuch helps nerd. 
flo theſe: remote Age pherein, the O. 11 
eva it pee 
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juſti not only the Practice of coiifluae S 
Preaching, but likewiſe all forts of Writ- | 
ings. which ſerye· to render the true m 
Words, to repreſent the ancient Jewiſh | 
Cuſtams, to ad juſt the right Order and Co. | 
OY herence of whe. Paſſages, or to ſhewrthe Oc- 
9 caſion and Peſien of- any: png of the: s 
Holy: ; Goſpel... ary tf” 
1 —— not tell the learnec Bader) wie 
Guides have led the way, and trodden this 
Path before me. The: chief Advantage I 
made of Biſhop Taylor, was; to follow his 
Met od, hut to keop - within a much nar-* 
rower Compals.; - -E mean in Meditations 
and Reflections, which: though excellent in 
' rthcmſclves, yet cauſe too great Interrup- 
1 8 as eee _ the Hiſtory As to 
6 veral Paſſages. 0 Goſpel, he is plain- 
/ y too Compendi 10Us, ning ſome, 1 
| and touching others too ffightly. Thoſe — 
who come after him, bave rather ſhnewn 
the way how to build upon his Foundati- 
on, and perfect this Work, than actually 
one it in any one Piece: However they 
ſeparately afford very pr oper Materials, 
4: which 1 Bene here endeavoured: to m_ 
6 
be. y runnin Sepia, Evangelital Hi- 
Fo, &c. 8. the Reader may con- 
dclude that I conſine my ſelf to the Accounts 
. "Oe Four, B. — — 
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take Occaſion to tell him, that other Wri- 
ters of Pagan and Jewſp Hiſtory have men- 
tionꝰd our Lord. Tacitus and Suetonius do 
but juſt name him, and that with the uſua!l 
Prejudice and Diſaffection which they had 
to all Fews. Pliny in an Epiſtle to Trajan, 
ſpeaks of him without Reproach, though 
he was not over favourable to his Follow- 
ers. I would not have mentioned the Let- 
ter of Lentulus, but that I have lately ſeen 
it publiſhed in Eugliſb in a fair Print, with _ 
© our Saviour's' Picture at the top. © The 
Forgery of it (ſays Da-Pin) is apparent. 
© It is pretended to have been written by 
Lentulus, as Governour of Jeruſdlem, al- 
© though he never was ſo; tis Inſcribed 
© 20 the Senate and People of Rome, where- - 
|] © as ever ſince there were Emperors, it was 
t the general Cuſtom for Governours of 
| - © Provyinces'to write immediately to them. 
{| _ © Beſides, the Contents of it are trifling: 
| 
| 


there is a mean Deſcription of our Lord's. 
FHPerſon, as, particularly that his Hair was 
© of a light ee long and flowing, as 
the Nazarites wore it; the Style Te 
© wiſe is very far from the Purity and E-. a 
- © legance of the Auguſtean Age. In ſhort 
© this Letter is not miention'd by any anci-- .- 
But the Character which Joſephus, the 
famous Jewiſa Hiſtorian, gives of our Lord, 
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is very worthy, and ſuch as might deſerve i 
a place even in the Goſpels themſelves. It 
| is in the XVIIIth Book of his Antiquities, + 
E chap.iv. where having told how Plate, then 
Governour of Judæa, had offended the Jews, 
by bringing into Jeruſalem the Roman Stand- 
ards, having the Emperor's Picture on them, 
which they took for a violation of their 
Law againſt Images; he adds, that at the 
© ſame. time, they had a wiſe Man, if it 
were lawful to call him a Man, named 
* © ZESUS; who wrought many Miracles, 
| < andinſtrutedinthe true Worthip of God., 
ſſuch as were diſpoſed to embrace it; that 
* he had a great Number of Followers, 
©. both Jews and Gentiles, and was held to 
© be the Meſiah or CHRIST; that the 
© Chiefs of his Nation accuſed him to Pi- 
late, who condemh'd him to be Crucified; 
: that his Diſciples did not withdraw their 
Alffections from him on the Account of 
his infamous Death; being confirm'd in 
© their adherence to him, by his returning 
y to Life again, and appearing to them the A 
© third Day after his Crucifixion, accord» - | 
ing as the ancient Prophets, among other 
XX EE <« things, had foretold of him. This Teſti- 
wony of 7o/ephus is quoted by Euſchiug, Hiſt. 
lib. 1. cap. xi. St. Jerom, and ſeveral othersat-- 
ter them, as a Record of great Importance 
20 the Chriſtian Faith, It bath indeedbeen 
LEE: e c 


hal- 
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Po 


5 W e of late, by Tanaguil Faber: and 
ſome others, as an Interpolation of ſome 
Ohriſtians; for no other Reaſen that I 


a "Know of, but nth think it too good | 


5 . "Records being 


There is in Suidas, under the word y. . 
* 1 elected „ 


e 535 8 * 


PREF R 


riſt. But the gene- 
ral Vague boch of Roman and Reform'd 


2 Writer rs, adjudgesit to Joſephus, in the MSS 


Copies of whoſe re wen they® thy: "ne 


conſtantly: found. 
Sr. Fobn, who wrote the laſt of all the 


SBvangeliſis, aſſures us in the cloſe of his 
Goſpel, that aur Lord did many things which 


Were not written in his Boot (and yet his was 
intended as a Supplement to * reſt) n, 


indeed could be well comprehended in any Volumes, * 


Which leaves room for a favourable "opt 
nion of a Letter; affirm'd by Ea/cbini, and 
_ ſeveral of the Aneients aſter him, to have * 


been writ by our Lord to Agharus, Prince 


of Edeſſe in Meſeporamia ; concerning which | 


ſee Lues. Feds Hiſti lib. 1. rag Ni. and 


wohkt we have ſuid in the Life of St. Thomas, 


n much queſtion'd by ſome, wherher | 


this be n — piece; hut Euſebius aſſert- 

f ing it without Heſirarion, ard his Diligenee, 

Veracity; and Skill in judging of ar 

irreproveab le, I Cave and 2 
her great Oriticks are very inclinable to YE 

' reveive it for weh a. ho deliver: 


dan PR how our Lord v 
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cClearer Light, I do with him ſubmit eve- 
E ry thing, whether peremptory Aſſertions, 
” or meer Conjectures, to the N F 
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elected into the N umber of. he. 


Jewiſh 
Priefts. The account is ſaid to be given 
by one Theodoſius a conſiderable Few, to 


Philip a Chriſtian, his intimate Friend, in 
the Reign of the! Emperor Fuftinian, aug 
to be taken out of an ancient Temple-Re- 


giſter then extant at Tiberias, But ſeveral 
circumſtances of this Story are apparently 
falſe; and others very extravagant and _ 


Es * It is ; ſuppoſed to be a Jewiſh 9 


TH purpoſe to do Miſch 
to the Chriftiaw Religion. There is a ſolid 
diſcuſſion and confutation of it, at the end 
of the Latin Edition of Euthymius Eigalenus 


bi is Dogmatica Panoplia, printed at Ponies Anno 


11. This is all which at preſent ocours 
to me from unevangelical W riterg I 
e our Bleſſed Saviour... wn 
To this Hiſtory I have added the. ves 
of the- Holy Apoſties and Evangeliſis, as hav» 
ing a great ſnare in it, being almoſt all of 
— Attendants on the Perſon of our Lord: 
E which if IL have, with the learned Cave, 
Wwander'd at any time through the — 4 
Paths of uncertain Tradition fer want of 
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eſus as King of the Jews, Herod then reigning 
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deer to Egypt 
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OD ver ra 

the r of out Salvr 15 ith 
add if: we tread in his Steps, we: cannot fail of. 
arriving at that Heavenly Kingdom Wen he hath 
purchaſed: Bus Wh os PE 


. When lolFthe Divi: der at firſt 
- jnprinted on our Souls, 75 8 from our 
Original Righteouſneſs, God was pleaſed to re- 
tore us, by ſending his Son in our Nature; that 
as we had born the Image of the Old Man, by 
following the. irregular Defires. of the Fleſh, we 
might bear the Image of the New Man, which 


5 1 ring Example, in the moſt unfeigned Devotion, 
EA „ 9075 Chaſtity,- ſweet, affable, and courteous 
- Converſation. This is an Argument molt per- 
. Caſive to excite'us to the Imitation of him, in 


muſt. neceſſarily. ond. us into all Goodneſs and 
Truth. b 


£ raiſes the Dignity of our Nature, than to 
like God. The Heathen, who ſet up falſe 
Gods' to. themſel Ves, made it a Part of Religious 


- Tembling our Princes in their very Deformities 
of Body, and Blemiſhes of their Minds. How 


much more. reaſonable and commendable i is it to 


admitre and imitate him, in whom is the Fulneſs 
5 _ of all Grace and Virtue, the Sun of Righteouſe 
2 | Mc By 7055 .obſcures- the nk, and e us in a 
ee of Chriſt; is moreover well adapted 
Th "> and iet to gur Imitation. Je led avery holy, 
bu very fociable. Life, free from the Auſterities, 


is Chriſt Jeſus, by being conform'd to his uner- 


9 he is God as well zs Man, and therefore 


Nov nothing is more ee nothing 


epo Þ iſe infamous Luſts, which: their 
- Gods'were famed for: And we are fond of re- 
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and Comfort of Mankind, to the Advancement 
of Virtue, which confiſts in Action, to the Sal- 
vation of our Neighbours as well as our ſelves. 
What Degree of Humiliation ſhall we refuſe to 
ſtoop to, when we look upon the Condeſcenſioon 
of the Son of God? What Dangers or Sufferings 
ſhall be able to ſhock us, when we have ſuc 
an All- ſufficient Guide by the Hand? Hence is all 
our Sufficieney; this Faith overcometh the World. 
Vet in ſome Cafes we muſt remember, we have I 
only the Precepts and Diſcourſes of Chrift, with- =' 
out his Pattern, for our Direction. He did no | 
Sin, neither was Guile found in his Mouth; and = 
therefore could not praQtiſe any of thoſe Duties | 
which are neceſſary to reconcile us to God or Man. 
He was not in the married State, neither took 
upon him any Civil Office: In the Courſe of 
which Lives we are to govern our ſelves by Ana- 
logy to the Holineſs of his Perſon, and the San- 
Qity of his Religion, confidering what may beſt 
become the Diſciples of ſo excellent a Maſter, 
and what he would probably have done in ſuch a 
Caſe. We muſt ever be careful that nothing we 
do, ſhall tend to his Reproach. If we abide in 
him, and he in us, we ſhall bring forth good 
Fruit: He is the Vine, we are the Branches. In _ 
ſhort, theſe vile Bodies of outs ſhall never be made 
like our Lord's glorified Body now in Heaven, if 
we do not ſtudy. to imitate him here on Earth. 
To the end then, that we miy be conform'd in 
all things to the lmage af our Bleſſed Lord, let 1 T2 
* - meditate devouily on Whatever he did, or taught, Rn 
or ſuffer'd for our Iuſtruction; rendring him wolf te 
' hearty Thanks for working out our Saly 
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lachi,eh. ili. ver. 1. who ſtiles him, The Meſſenger that 
Hould prepare the way of the Lord; and further de- 
ſcribes him under theCharkdher of Elijab the Prophet, © 
Ch. iv. ver. 5,6. who was to turn the hearts of the 
fathers tothe children, and the hearts of the children 
zo their fathers. Being therefore defign'd to ſo high 
an Office, all things relating to him were ſuitably 
wonderful, and tranſcending the ordinary Condition 
of Men. For his Conception was beyond the ordi- 
nary Courſe of Nature, as IJſaac's was, when 
dis Parents had lived without Children; to an Age 
uſually paſt Procreation. The Divine Goodneſs 
had provided not only that he ſhould be born of 
two Holy Perſons, Zacharias a Prieſt, and Eliza- 
_ beth ofthe ſacred Progeny of Aaron; but Ykewiſe 
gave Intimations by an Angel of his Name and 
_ _Qffice, and that he ſhould be filled with the He- 
ly Ghoſt even from his Mother's Womb. Where - 
upon Elizabeth, when ſhe perceived her ſelf with 
Child, is ſaid to have hid her ſelf five Months, 
that is, he. _ Hors the 1 55 tha ſhe 
might avoid all Defilements, and her time 
1 Meditations and Thankſpivings to God 
for delivering her from the Reproach of Barren- 
neſs, and giving her Aſſurances of ſo extragrdi- 
nary a Perſon for her Son. 


lere we may ſee of what great Advantage the 
SanQity of Parents is to their Children, not on- 

> rw their Education, but likewife 232 a 

:onception and firſt Formation in the Womb. 


my 


L Hf the Root be holy, there is the miore Reaſon 


to hope the Branches will be ſo too. This ſhould 
move all Parents, eſpecially Mothers, as they 


geſite a Bleſſing in their Children, to keep their 


Bodies in Temperance and Chaſtity, that they 
may be fit Receptacles for a gracious n. | 
. | 1 | ed 
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and oy fort. . true 13 45 of God into the 
World. 


5 Wiclom, . iv. r 1. Ke. ae > 
to have 10 Childres, and to have virtue: for the 
memorial ebeneef is immortal: ee ib 17 known 
with, God aud with: Men. 

Hhen it fs preſent, men take example at 5 * 
when. it is gone, they defire it; it weareth a'crown, 
and triumpheth for ever, having gotten he vic oy, 
firiomg for nudefiled rewards, © 

But the multiplying brood of the u ugodly ſhall 
wor thrive, nor take deep rooting from beſtard fps, | 
or lay any faßt foundation. omen 

For thongh they Nouri in 3 ra 

yet ſtanding ot faſt , they ſhall be ſhaken with b 
rat ; an througb the farce of winds Mey ſhalt be 
Toored nfs > 

= The unperfect Wa ſhall 8 broken off, their. 
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the Great, the ſame Angel Gabriel, who had 


__ appear'd to Zacbariat to foretel the Birth of Fol 


the Bap tiſt, was ſent into Galilee, to Nazareth n 


mall City, about fixty Miles almoſt North of _ 
Jernſalem. His Meſſage was to a mean but bo- 
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galant was a zealous and ;oyfal Thankſgiving. - 
40 God, expreſſed; in that admirable Hymn called 
the Magnificat; wherein the ſhe ws ſuch a lively 
Senſe TT eie Joyour- conferr'd upon her, 
5 at od Bey ine o full) teſtifies ber Humi- 
eyotion, hat jt appears, w While ſue was 
rb highly, favoured, ſne Was indged Hull of IS = 
885 .and* had a A: oul. pfeptifdliy. enri cheg. With 
the Gifts of God's 7 Sorcith Tbis K mn Was . 
9 teſpected amongęſt the primitive Chriltians, that * 
hey uſed it as a Part of their Devotions; . .and 
the Church of England hath retain'd it in the: pub 5 EY 
. Tok, ence, a8, Proper. Language 19 e = 
Alfectiq 9515 out Minds. 
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40 gain. a full Jarance of. her o n. Pre egnene 8 f 
el with der Co ie EE = 


— return d 16 fer Own. Habjtaion.at Noazarethe. 


 EeiceSe'way learn ſeveral exc et 8 2 
)y and, Goodneſs, How. mou 8 


4 wh ig ne: Love zol our 2 3 
Fends. his be loved Son z With e of. "Peace s and. 
0 | de Ga thobgh had. rirſt bro . 

we fleets the Cod | Ce Eno ur bleſſe LOT 


+7 


mot -abhor ke: Viegs 
bilde like one d 
ht pf. 


TN SY v 
= 8 
4 


expreſy; being certainly oo Jt 


— — 


———— —öäͤä—— — : — 


to De Evangelical Hiſtory of Part I. 
in the Angel, in Elizabeth, and in the Mother of 

our Lord? Hitherto humane Nature was inferior 
to the Angelical; but by the Son's Incarnation 
 *tis rais'd above it. Yet an Arch-Angel is the 
willing Meſſenger of our Exaltation and his own 
Inferiority. Elizabeth had a miraculous Token 
of the divine Favour in her own Pregnancy after 
a long Barrenneſs; yet ſhe envies not her Couſin 
Mary for being the greater Favourite: bu: readi- 
Iy aud joyfully ſalutes her, he Mother of my Lo, d. 
Mary her ſelf is not vainly affected with her Hap- 
pineſs above all other Women, but modeſtly 
aſcribes it to the free Grace of God, who had Re. 
ſpect to her low Eſtate, and paſſing by many rich 
> and honourable Perſons, - exalted one of her poor 
and humble Condition. Oh that we had but the 
_ Purity, the Modeſty, and pious Reverence of this 
Holy Virgin, that Chriſt might be formed in our 
Hearts, become one with. us, and dwell for ever 


in us, and we in him! 

] beſeech thee, O Lord, pour thy Grace into 
wy Heart, bat as I have known the Incarnati- 
en of thy Son Feſus Chriſt by the Meſſage of an 
 Argel; ſo by bis Croſs and Paſſion I may be 
. brought unto the Glory of his Reſurrectiun, through 
ibe ſame Feſus Chriſt our Lord, Amen. a 
| 1 — — —— ons a * png 
E..QCHAP H-.. - 

The Na rIiv ITY of John zbe Baptiſt. 


hs 8 Hortiy aſter the Departure of the Bleſſed Vir. 
gin, Elizabeth's full time came that ſhe. 
ſhould be delivet'd; and ſhe brought forth a Son; 


by ve> >" p< . > A . FF i : 
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Part I. Our Lord JESUS CHRIST. 17 
heard of, they came to ſee her, and rejoice with 
| her for the unuſual Bleſſing which God had 
.vouchſafed her. On the Eighth Day after the 
Birth, when the Child was. to be circumciſed, 
and to receive a Name, according as the Cuſtom 
was among the Fews, and ſtill continues with us 
_ Chriſtians -at Baptiſm; the Relations un- 
anime; y gave him the Name of his Father Za- 
duot his Mother conſtantly forbad it, de- 
ben as God had commanded b DEI: Angel, £ 
| i 5 75 is Name ſhould be John. They repli F 
* - The none of the Family was ever ſo named, and 
ade Signs to his Father, (who had been. und 85 
7 from the time that the Angel notify'd bis Cong: 
Ception, becauſe he believed it not) to know h 
- Pleaſure concerning it; who preſently took i 
Table, and writ upon it, His Name is Jobh, 
Now tho' this Name was not known ia this Fa- 
mily, yet it was uſual enough among the Fer, 
being in Hebrew, Fobanan, and fi gnifying Do- 
mini. gratia, the Grace of our Lord, and therefore 
pertinently alluding to his Office who bare it, 
Who was to prepare the Way of our Lord, a 
- to uſher his Grace into the Wortd. Immediately. 
after Zacharias had writ this Name, the uſe 0 
diss Speech return'd to him, to the great Barren 
and Aſtaniſhment of thoſe who were then pre- 
ſent, and of the whole Neighbourhood and Coun- 
try round about, as ſoon as it was rumour'd. a- 
broad; who took particular Notice of the won-- 
derful- Accidents which attended the Birth and 
_ Circumciſion: of this 'Child, conjecturing from; 
. thence that he would prove eee 
Man. But his Father Zac bar 3 -being ares,” 
4 with the. Holy Ghoſt, and noW. Jearly apprehends 
in ide imminent Approach | of the. d. 
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5 rd Conceyrion of Chrif revealedro Joſephs | 


HEN the eternal Son of God condeſcend- 
ed to cloath:himſelf with our Nature, he 
"Sooke to take it of the Subſtance of a pure unſpot- 
ted Virgin; but yet eſpouſed to a juſt religious 
Fan, that he might be ſecure in the Reputation 
of his Birth, among thoſe wha did not preſemly 
"know the Miracle and Myſtery of it. Saint Jena: 
| bo 3 55 and feveral of the ancient Fathers after him, 
| * add another Reaſon why out Lord was born of 
Woman betrothed, viz. That the Devil, wh 
; "0 3 Cnr he was te be born of a Virgin, might not ex- 
YN eZ him there, and fo remain ignorant of the 
| erfon that brought him into the World,*till Goc 
8 nad ferv'd many important Ends of Providence. 
But before the eſpouſed Couple came together, 
= Yo tph perceived by certain Symptoms, that Ma: 
5 Was pregnant: Which gave him no ſmall 
| -F Y 2 and brought him to a Reſolution of 
difſolving the Marriage. For according to by 
” Law of 215 oſes, Deut. zii. be Woman in 
: A z Caſe was td be ſtoned to death. But Joſeph 
We ing a merciful and tender-hearted Man, oſs 
dear to bring her to publick Sentence, choſe. 
| rather to diſmiſs her in a private manner, W . 
EG vont telling the World the Reaſon of it. 
While he was actüating this in his Mind, an 
agel of the Lord appear d to him in a Viſ ion, 
2 3 0 him he need not ſeryple to take home 
1. * Wife, ſince What was conceiv'd in her, was 
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_ not ordinary Production, but the ſupernatural. 

. b er of the Holy Ghoſt. Herenpon Feſepb en- 
2 ys, ſubmitted, and tock bis Wie, ij, 
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Part]. Our Ind hte Cunisr, 3 
brought forth her fitſt- born Son, as the Evan 4 


liſt teſtifies; and ever after, according to the ge 


neral Opinion of the Fathers, who ſhew that he. | 
firſt-born doth not neceſſarily imply a ſecond, an? 
account for the Brethren of our Lord, menti- TY 
_ on'd in the Goſpel, another way. 


Thus the Saviour of the World was concely's. 


of the Subſtance of the Woman without the Mans += 
which Subſtance was ſanctified by the Holy Ghoſt, 
from that original Corruption which adheres tc 

our common Nature; as it was neceſſary for him 


to be conceived, who was to be a Lamb with⸗ 


out Spot, to take away the Sins of the World's 2M 
j ' Nay, as it became the eternal Son of the Father 


to deſcend into our Nature, who was before all 


Worlds the Brightne 7 of his Fathers Glory, and ib 
expreſs Image of his Perſon, by whom all things ber 


made, Heb. i. 3 
calls Immanuel, that is, God with us; who ſpeakin 
of himſelf ſays, I came down from Heaven ; and, 1 


was glorified with my Father before the World was: 
ho in plain Terms, was God before he was 
Man, and therefore could not unite his God. 
head with any thing but what was periecty. frees : 1 5 3 1 


from the Contagion of Sin. 

As Chriſt-in his Divine Nature was over al, 
Gol Bleſſed for evermore; ſo in his human Capacis 
ty he was ſtrictly and legally King of the Few | 
This appears from the two Genealogies of f 


Anceftors given by St. Matthew and St. my 


which tho? they have their Difficulties, yet the 
both manifeſt him to have been of the Line ls 
David. The firſt Evangeliſt deduces the er. 
of his reputed Father Fe and the other, that 
of his Mother Mary: 


Ns 1 10 to the 0 own of er! þ and cd he ance 


: whom the Evangelical Prophet 4 


he former ſhews his Polls * 5 5 
tical or Royal Pedigree, and his Anceſtors as , 


9 Evangelical Eiftiry. 


— "Nh g 7ews- his- natural Deſcent through the ſeverat 
1 ducceſſions. of thoſe from whom he took Fleſty 
LBiood: The, former being a Jew, and wri= 
inp: to. the Jews, repreſents him as the Son of 
If £2, Daria and Abrahain, in whom they had ſo great: 
1 an; Intefeſt; but the latter being. of-the Gentilesg 
{ER and Writing to them, and being about to; ſtews 
34 im brbiſing the Serpent's Head, he repreſents bim, 
. the. Se a from” whom the Genus 
Wiles as Well Jett Were to- expe. Salvation. 
End this is "th E. moſt” receiy?d and conſtant Opi- 
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eee of the Bvangeliſts Accounts, and ſhews. 
| RE 4 10 bave been of the Elder and RoyslBranchy,. 
i 0 55 of 72 Younger, but both of me Fa 
y of Dad. 

t his being rightful. and legal King iN 


5 . an n ument, both againſt thoſe» 
3 Joſeph to have had other Children b7 
|| 48 as. alſo: againſf thoſe who deny: . 
| || RY - "3 ae Virginity: of Mary, affirming: that. 
11 * "Other bilden by her after the Birth: 
i . Hg För had Joſeph bad any Children, eig. 
8 ä Mary or ! any other Wife, they as coming; 15 
2 0 e elder Brapch of Joſeph their Father, mult: 
2 is de lntiecitance of the Kingdom in 
Xx 5 15 te, 8 not-Feſus the Son of Mary, who de- 
ed dom a younger Line, and therefore could 
5 N . inherit,” but upon default of Hue frorts 
; 3 c only ig Heir of the Elder, 86 2 
2 — 2 r was the very laſt of the 1 5 
| 2 = ee e 
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. The Nativity and Cracunctrion 
of J=svs CuniIsT. 


1 * ol 


5 i © 5M another two thouſand under it, that is, 
. - about the Vear of the World four thouſand, ac- 


Periods, the Son of God was manifeſted in our 
=» Nature, to make known to us the way of- w_ 


a Pans Salvation. - 
5 At which time (to wade Facob's- PrediQion; 


is ſhortly to expire) we find not only a 


RE 


e now firſt put into the Hands of A 
. Herod, by Race an Jaumean. 
It -was by the. ſpecial Direction of God, that 
2 eu, Ceſar, having ſhut up the Temple of 
x45 in Token of univerſal Peace, ahat he might 
or the Strength and Riches of his Dominion, 
Aued out a Bee that all Perfons in the Ro- 
Empire, with their Eſtates and Conditions, 
Home de regiſter'd at certain Places, according 
to their reſpective Provinces, Cities and Fami- 
lies: Probably that they might be taxed accord- 
- ingly; For this purpoſe Cyrenizs or Quirinus 
| = ns. ſent with extraordinary. Power - into Hrie, 
! \ . 88 alſo included Fades and King Herod's | 
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FTER above two thouſand Vos: of *R | 
World's Age had run out before the Law, 


cording to common Computation, when the 
Das of Natare and of Moſes had f fulfill'd their 


e xlix. 10. that pon the coming of Sbile, the 
e Givil Government and ee een, of the 


— "Sabjefion of the Jcwiſb Supreme Governors to 
dhe — 1 and = ot Enrolment and 
J. impoſed on t Peo Auger; but: | 
NY de Government it ſelf} and Scepter of the 


* egroll/ that Part of the Fe 
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Part I. Ow Lord IESuS CHRIS r. 15 MW 
Which probably occafion'd St. Zxke to call him ü 
Governor of Hria. In obedience to this Decree, = 
Foſeph with his eſpouſed Wife Mary, being both 
of the Tribe of Judab and Family of David, took 
a Journey of threeſcore Miles, from Nazareth. 
the Place of their Habitation; to Berhleem, 4 
ſmall bat Mother-City of the Tribe of Fudab, a? 
bout five Miles South-Weſt from Jeruſalem, the 
Birth- place of David himſelf, and ordain'd by 
God to be that of his great Antitype the Meſſiah. © © 
In the beginning of the thirty ſeventh Year .of 
the Reignof Herod, and in the Month of December, 
according to the moſt receiv d Opinion, Foſeph and. _—_ 
Mary arriv'd at Bethleem, where they would have = 
taken up their Quarters in an Inn. But all Places 
of publick Entertainment being crowded pom 
this Occaſion, and Mary's Travel coming upon 
her, ſhe found it neceſſary to retire to a Stable, 
which, according to Tradition, was a Cave t 
out of a Rock, a common Receptacle for Bealts . 
ou the Eaſt-ſide of the Town. In this mes 
Place was the Bleſſed Virgin deliver d of her 
| heavenly Burthen, without Pain, ſince it was c 8 
ceiv'd without Sin; and ſhe her felf did the Mid-. 
wife's Office, bound the Infant in Swadling- IM 
Cloaths, and laid it to Reſt in a Manger. Aud 
thus as Pride was the occaſion of Man's Fall, ſo 8 
—_ Humility laid the Foundation of his rifing again?? 
| the Saviour of the World coming in among 
| "Sheep and Oxen, and going out among Thiere“? 
n Reber TT os 
This Blefſed Nativity happen'd four thoufane 
 -Years'after the Creation of the World and Fall“, 
| of Mam, according to Archbiſhop Uber, -aad* 
| many other great Chronologers, in the firſt Ver; 
| -of the one hundred ninety fourth "Olympiad; 
in the ſeven hundred © forty ninth of the City -, 
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e Ede he fair td . WE g 
N NE This is the trueſt ra we can find 
2 JED Per Bleſſed Saviour's Birth, beginning Juſt 
"JO Leers before the vulgar Computation now 
3 Tt le, Which commenced in the forty third of 
under the Conſulſhips of Cor. Lentu. 
| ine Cl. Piſo; and this is apparent from the 
end Death of Herod, and from many Cir- 
indes in the Roman and Few:;h Hiſtory. 
boid Confuſion in our ſucceeding Nar- 
ee call follow the vulgar Account now 
nc in all:Chriſtendom;. Tie: Day of this Birth, 
« "SA 2 the moſt ancient Traditions, was 
| twenty Lab December: ne Ni Menue, 
tg] Ns Argumente to ee it vas in 
üĩeore particularly at the Feat of 
3 © = rd Publication of our Lord's . was 
„ the glofious Appearance of Angels, to 
| 2 np Cer! in Sbepherds who were watching over their 
3 eee by Night, near that Place where Jaca 
— "IK 25 his Cattle, when he was in the Land 
3 Mia "THe Audden fla of Dight hie 
zut them, put themat fieſt a 
= "9 rden: Bur the heavenly W 
delle Wie from Aheir-Fenrs; b 1 
oem {h-3naudible. voie Hyd 0 1 
=); gel h el ng tor People ; e 
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IE Glory 10 God in the higheſt; and on Ef 5 
III ; 18 x 7. IS BOS" 

— will towards men. This it Was fit, the IEEE 
the all the Angels of God ſang at the Creations 5 


Xxxxviji. 7. ſo ſhould they at the Redempi 
Mankind. As ſoon as the Celeſtial Qairs AR__ 
ſung their Anthem, and were return'd intg 1 
ven, the wondring. Shepherds haſtened t . 
leem, where they found FJoſeph and WR 3 : 
the Infant i in a Manger, as the Ang ace ag —_- 
ed them. 1 When n Rey had been by. 


* bo 90 
Very. affe off it, E 5 n 
and Was then named 7 eſus, which {ignifieth R 
Ribas: a Name well adapted to his Off 

Vas 70 ſgve his People from their. Sins, is 
it was conſummate in the Blood of the G 
Was it e Was 28 Ci 


\ 5 - Jet no Chriſtian complain of his coarſe Garment, 
> __remembring the Swadling:cloaths of the Child 
bh > ard ; nor be uneaſie at his hard Bed, ſince his 
= Saviour tay in a Manger ; nor be diſcontented at 


5 + FR ory the Meſſiak was accommodared inthe moſt 
tender part of his Infancy. Let not the rich 


Joved Son of God choſe to be without them; 
and conferr'd his firſt Favours upon ſuch as 9 
ed them; upon a poor Maid whom he choſe for 
his Mother ; ; upon poor Shepherds, to whom he 
vouchſafed the firſt News of his Nativity; upon 


mighty Men, many wiſe, many learned woul 


Son of Man, and to have heard it pronounced 


deſired to ſee it, long before it came. But God 
"choſe the poor and weak Agents in this great 


__ >Grace, which needeth not any human Means to 


Feds his Praiſe out of the Mouths of Babes and 


"ther, Lord of Heaven and Earth, that thou bat 


1 fo it ſeemed good in thy feght.. 


Weg on nale N of our Lord: one 
ae 


- — Hifory: of Part 1 : 
- the hard ſhips of Poverty and Want. Henceforth 


other meat Provifions, when he couſfiders how 


Man glory in his Riches ; they are not of them 
elves Tokens of the divine Favour; the well be“ 


poor F iſnermen, Whom he call'd to be his firſt 
and moſt eminent Diſciples. No doubt but many 


; have rejoiced to have ſeen the firſt Day of the 
Oy immediate Revelation. Kings and Princes had 


Affair, the better to demonſtrate the Power of his 
RY * Fupport it, and bring it to good Effect. He per- 


Saucklings, and was pleaſed to give his Kingdom 
. a little Flock. For which his good Pleaſure, 
our Lord, upon a certain time, broke forth in 
2 'of Joy, Lale x. 21. Trthank tbee, O Fa. 
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"bid theſe things from "the wiſe and prudent, and. : 7 
be revealed en amto Babes; Eves 1 3 5 
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Body up juſt Excuſe from 
Faſlin : 


| Tudpes of our own Privileges, in which com: 

monly we are Parties apainft God, and therefore ; 

likely to paſs an unequal Sentence. It is not a 
eaſie Argument that will bring us to the Severi ?- 
ties and Rigours 


"this Over-eafineſs be in any caſe excuſable from 
Sin, yet it is always an Argument of Infirmitß; 
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s .and Rigovrs of our Duty; but we ſusch , 
. Occaſions: of Diſpenſation ; and therefore may 
pofſibly miſtake the Juſtice of thoſe Occations, by 


and the regutat Obſervation of the Command. 
ment is rhe farer way to Perfection. For not e 
very Ia convenience of Body is fit to be pleaded 


i 
0 


againſt the Inconvenience of loſing ſpiritaal Ad- 


N 


vantages; bat only ſuch which upon prudent ac. 


count doth ſatrench upon the Laws of Chariß; 


pediment of a Duty in a greater degree of Loft, 
than the prefent Oniiflion. 


3 : 7 5 | ED 
'* Almighty God, who hat given as thy only begots 
den Son 75 * . pac — $f ber. 
Dorn of a pure Virgin; Grant that I being 
rate and made thy Child by Adoption and 
may daily be rexewed by 25 . 
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Part I. Our Lord IS US CHRIST. 27 
brews, He commanded that they all ſhould be de- 
dicated to him, or redeem'd at the price of five 
Shekels, Num. xviii. As therefore the Fitſtlings 

of clean Beaſts were ſeparated. for the uſe of the 
Altar, ſo the Firſt-born of Men were for the uſe 

of the Tabernacle: *Tilkthe Levites were ſubſti- 
tuted in their ſtead by God Almighty's particular + 
Direction, Num. viii. After which there remain'd | 
ſtill the Foot-ſteps of the Old Law, that Mothers 
were obliged to pteſent their Firſt- born in the 
Temple, and to pay to the Prieſt the aforeſaid 
Ranſom: of five Shekels, which is about our ten 
Shillings ; offering at the ſame time for their own 
Purification, a Lamb of the firſt Year for a Barnt- 
offering, and a young Pigeon or Turtle Dove for a 
oi rich enough; otherwiſe a pair of 
Turtle. Doves or two young Pigeons. ' 

In obedience to theſe Laws the Holy Virgia 
went up to the Temple at the time of the Morn- 

ing Sacrifice, carrying / her new born Son to his 
Father's Houſes and humbly waited in the outer 
Court, common to all ſorts of People, clean or 
unclean, Jews: or Gentiles, till the two Turtles 

or Pigeons ſhe had brought, according to ber 
mean Condition (for the Lamb which only ren- 

dets all other Oblations acceptable to God, was 

that which ſhe. carried in her Arms, her Son) 
were offer'd by the Prieſt attending there. Which 
done, ſhe was admitted into the inner Court of 
the Holy Congtegation, which compaſſed the 
Temple and Court of the Prieſts ; and where tile 
People beheld. the Service of the Altar of Burn: 
Offerings, standing in this Court, and together 
wich the Ptieſt at ſuch time offer'd up their r ß. 
ets and Praiſes to God. Here the Prieſt cecelve li 
ne Hoh Child from his Mother's. Hands; and 
preſented him to Lord, at og oer übe Altar, with 
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*  . tctourſe, dn, that our Lord's appearance might be 


26 7 be Evangelical Hiſtory of Part I. 


the uſual Ceremony. And no began to be ful- 
Fed the Prophecies of Haggai and Malachi, that 
the Deſire of all Nations, the Meſſiah of the (new) 
_ -Covenant; ſhoutd- come to his Temple; and that 
the Glory of this latter (Houſe ſhould be greater 
than'that of the former. : ys pe rat. 
While theſe things were doing, a reverend and 
religions old Man of the City, Simeon the Son of 
Hillel as ſome ſuppoſe, came by the [particular 


Ditection of the Divine Spirit into the Temple. 


0 This Simeon, having long waited: and earneſtly 


Had an expreſs Revelation, that notwithſtandi 
his very great Age, he ſhould not go to the Grave 
before he had ſeen the Lord's Chriſt, immediate - 
_ fy upon fight of this Heavenly Infant, he took 
him in his Atms, and before all the Company 
-  Blorified God for performing his Promiſe to bim, 
Aud letting him ſee his Salvation, a Light to en- 
lighten the Gentile World, as well as the Glory 


pk the People of Iſrael. And foreſeeing alſo the 


' great Sufferings,of our Lord, and the Oppoſition 
which his Goſpel would meet with in the World, 


baue turnid to his Parents, and told them, this Child | 


- was born for the Happinefs or Deſtruction of 
many, according as they ſhould obey or diſobey 


dim; and ſet as a Mark at which obderate Sin - 


ners ſhould level the Darts of their Malice and 
Fury. Tea, ſays he to his Mother, à Sword ſpall 


5 Pierce through thine 'own Soul alſo; which ſome 


think was a Prophecy of her Martyrdom, though 
Others interpret it of the Sorrows which ſhould 


|.  Þſeree her Heart for hee Son's Sufferings ; all 
' which indeed the lived to ſee, and Rood by the 


* % 
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- *Groſs at his Cruciß tien. 
No (ooner had he finiſhed his wonderful Di- 
8 _ tellifi 


YER 


d for the Redemption of Iſrael, and having 
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teſtified by two Witnefles, of both Sexes, equallß 
concern'd in the happy News, Anna a Propheteſs 
too, of the Tribe of Aſer, of eighty four Years | 
of Age, remarkable for her conſtant attendance * 
on the Temple: Service, and her frequent Prayers 
and Faſtings, ſhe alſo ſaw Jeſut; and led by the 
ſame Inſpiration which had diſcover'd him to Si- 
meon, ſhe acknowledg'd him with Thankſgivings; 
and affirm'd him to be the Meffiah, not only to 
thoſe there preſent, but to all thoſe likewiſe who 
expeQed Salvation in Feruſalem. And when the 
bad performed all things according to the Law + 
the Lord, they return'd to Bethlehem, and there 
continued *till they were order'd by God to re- 
move; tho' St. Luke, who defignedly omitted 
many things related by St. Mattheu, ſeems to 
intimate their ſettling at Nazarerh in Galilee, © 


From this Preſentation of our Lord in the Tem- 
ple, we learn, EP OO, LOO 
I. To pay a due and regular Obedience to the 
Orders of the Church. Our Lord, notwithſtand- 
ing the tenderneſs of his Age, and the coldneſs of 
the Seaſon, was carried five Miles (for ſuch was 
the diſtance between Bethlehem and Jeruſale m) to 
de preſented in the Temple according to the Law. 
It ſhould teach Chriſtian Parents to bearken to 
the Orders of our Church, which admoniſhes them _ 
not to procure: their Children to be baptized at _—_ 

Home (except in Caſes of extream neceſſity) but .- 
to truſt Divine Providence in venturing to Church 
with them; fince he into whoſe Faith they ate 
baptized, was conformable to as hazardous à rute 

of Difcipline; and had certainly been carried fromm 
Nazareth, (which was above threeſcore Mies 
from the Temple) at the. fame tender Age, a 
caſe he had been born there. „55 
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28 The Evangelical Hiſtory of Part I. 
II. To be punctual in the Payment of Eccleſi- 
aſtical Duties. Mary paid her Pair of Turtles for 


five Shekels for the Redemption of ber Firſt- 
| born; which Payments went towards the main- 
tenuance of the Prieſts and Leviten. The Miniſters 
of Religion have a Divine mt to live by the 
Altar at which they ſerve. The People are not 
| their Patrons in paying, nor they the Peoples Sti- 
pendiaries or Hirelings in receiving Tythes, or o- 
ther Ecclefiaſtical Dues: They owe for them to 
none but to God himſelf; who is principally 

gore in all Sacrilegious Detentions of ſach 
ights. „5 N . 
III. The Revelation of our Lord to Simeon and 


S be preſented unto thee with a pure. end-clvis 
be ſame thy Son Jeſus Chriſt aur Lord. 


= 


her Purification, which we call Charching; and 


* . _— 1 » * * * RE 20 <4. & 
Re . ² Aͤ mn ̃ꝛmmp !. . les i ae: io 7 ice 


— 


Part I. Our Lord Iss CHRIST. 29 
n 


Wiſe Men from the Eaſt come 10 adore) ES os 


ac KING of the Jews. Herod then reign- 

ing grows jealous thereupon, and reſolves to 
maſſacre the Infants. Our Saviouk is 
' convey'd from this Slaughter into Egypt. 


N27, ſays St. Matthew, when Jeſus was borw 
in Bethlebem of Fudea, in the days of Herod 
the King, behold, there came wiſe men from the 


' Eaft to Feruſale ne, ſaying, Where is he that is born 


K ing of the Fews? For we have ſeen his Star in 


the Eaſt, and are come to worſhip bim. Theſe were 


probably ſome of the Per ſian or Chaldean Magi, 
who were, as Hiſtorians repreſent them, Perſons 
of the firſt Rank in thoſe Eaſtern Countries, in 


greateſt Reputation for Wiſdom and Learning, 


and particularly well skill'd in Aſtronomy. The 


Reaſon of their coming to Feraſalem at this time, 
Was the appearance of a new Star, plainly diſtin- 


diſhed from the ordinary Stars of Heaven in its 
The Motion. and Situation; and we may well 


- 


imagine it to reſemble that Pillar of Fire which 
led the Children of [ae] in their Paſſage from 
Egypt to Canaan, only with this difference, that 


it ſhone out by Day as well as by Night. But 
like the other, it accommodated its Motion to- 


the Travellers Conveniencies, ſtanding ſtill when 


they reſted to refreſh themſelves; and going for- 


ward when they proceeded on their Journey, ang 
at laſt pointing out the Place where our Lord lay, | 


by hovering over it; which ſhews that the Alti- 


tude of it varied, as occaſion requi d. The ap- 
pearance of this Star, and the Journey of the 
f * , _ 0&3 - ns 


30 Te Evangelical Hiftory of Part I. 
| Wiſe Men upon it, is mention'd by Chalcidins 
the Platonick.-Philoſopher. SE 
Now the Queſtion is, how theſe Men could 
gueſs at the Birth of our Lord, from the appear- 
ance of ſuch a Star? Some think they were led to 
make this Conſtruction of it, by the ancient Pro- 
| cy of their Countryman Balaam; others ground 
it on ſome Prophecy of Daniel, who lived in 
theſe Parts in the Babylonian Captivity, But as. 
the former ſeems too obſcure to determine any 
patticular time, ſo tis not probable that any thing 
of the latter could be known to theſe Men. It is 
more likely they were govern'd by that general 
Expectation the Eaſt was then in, of the riſing 
of an univerſal Monarch thereabouts, and the 
particular Expectation the Jews had of their Meſ- 
fiah's coming in that Age. Though beſides: this, 
we need not doubt, but God, who afterwards ap- 
pear' d to them in a Dream, to warn them againſt 
returning to Herod, did at this time ſignifie to 
them in ſome ſuch divine Way, that the long ex- 
pedcted King of the Fews was now Born. The 
fame Almighty Providence which gave them an 
extraordinary Sign, would not ſuffer them to mi- 
ſtake the true Meaning of it. e 
After à Journey of ſix or ſeven Days, as tis 
commonly computed, they arrive in Jeraſalem, 
and openly enquire for him who was born King 
of the Fews. Phe Rumour hereof quickly reach'd 
the Ears of :Heyod, a bloody and ambitiaus, and 
by conſequence a timorous and jealous Prince. In 
a great Conſternation he ſummons a Council of 
the Chief Prieſts and Scribes, and demands of 
them where their Prophets had affign'd the Birth- 
place of their Meffiah. Underſtanding that it was 
Bethlehem, he refoly'd to take this Opportunity 
of finding him out and deſtroying him. He 2 
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for the Travellers, asks them ſeveral Queſtions, 
particularly how. long it was ſince they firſt diſco- 
ver'd the Star, that ſo he might gueſs at the 
Child's Age. Then he Re with great 
appearance of good Will to them and their: Ex- 
rand ite den when they had found out 

Child, to bring him. word where he was, that 


he likewiſe might go, and pay his Devotions to 
Ihe Providence. of God is herein 281 obſer- 
Policy 


vable, that a Perſon of Herod's Craft and 
ſhould diſmiſs. the Wiſe Men, without ſending 
ſome of his. own: Servants. along with them, to 


ſeixe upon his Rival, and bring him away with 


them. Perhaps he thought it beſt to get him in- 
to bis Hands without Violence, leſt he ſhould. a- 


larm not only his Parents, but all the teſt of the 


Fewt, who at this time ſeem'd to know little of 
this Matter, and therefore were not to be put up- 
on a farther Examination of it. This Secrecy 
might ſeem, ſafeſt to him, though in the End it 
eated his D . . 80 


3 60" 4 elign. „ e e 
The Wiſe Men having found aut aur Lord by 


the direction of the Star aforeſaid; aoeording to 
the Cuſtom of the Oriental Feoplay who: never 


approach their Princes without a Preſent, they of- 


fer'd him the moſt valuable Product of their 


. Country, Gold, Frank incenſe, and Myrrb., The 
quality of which Gifts had, a particular Significan- 
cy, as ſome. obſerve, to deicribe the Object of 
their Adoration: For they offer'd Myrrb as o a 
Man that was to be deliver'd to Death and the 


Grave fot out Salvation; Gold as to a King, whoſe 


Kingdom ſhall have no end; Incenſe. as-to a God, 
who was found of them. that ſoughti bins not; Iſal. 
luv. z. according, to thoſe Verſes of Claudian, 
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Daus tibi Chaldæi prenuntia munera rege; 
Myerbam bomo, rex aurum, ſuſcipe thura Dems. 


Having 'perform'd the buſineſs of their Journey, 
HT PT ehen, again by Feruſalem, and 
"acquaint Herod where he might find the Bleſſed 
Infant, God, who knew the Heart of that cruel 
Tyrant, prevented them by a Viſion at Night, and 
directed them into their own Country by another 
Way. At the fame time he ſent his Angel to 
"Joſeph, commanding him without delay to take 
the young Child aud his Mother, and flee into 
"Egypt, and continue there till further Notice; 
- -mtimating- to him, that Herod was plotting a- 
_ 'painſt the Child's Life. Foſeph immediately o- 
dey'd the heavenly Warning, and that no Notice 
might be taken fo as to occaſion a Purſuit, he 
departed from his own Houſe by Night: And af- 
"ter a Journey of above two hundred Miles; they 
arrived ſafe at Hermopolis'a City of Thebars, There | 
it was that Jeſus being carried into a Temple, all 5 
the Statues of the Idols fell down, like Oagon be- g 
fore the Ark; to the juſt Reproach and Confuſion 
of their Worſhippers, as may be collected from 
' Enſebins Demonſtration. Evangel. Aibanaſiar 
Lib. de Incarnatione verbi, and other ancient 
"Writers: agreeable to thei Prophecy of 1/areh, cap. 
ix. v. 1. Behold the Lord ſhall come into Egypt, and 
rbe Idols of Egypt ſhall be moved at his preſence. 
And in the Life of the Prophet Jeremiab, writ- 
ten by 1 it is teported that that Prophet 
told the Egyptian Prieſts, their Idols ſhould be 
broken in pieces, when a Holy Virgin with her 
Chiid ſhould come into their Country. Which 


of 
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Propheey perhaps was the reaſon, why the Egypri- 
ans worſhipped an Infant in a Mangegand a Vie- 
8 e From 


the Ways and Weather; we may learn, 

I. That no Difficulties, Dangers, or Hardſhips 
ſhould deter us from the Service of Chriſt. For 
he ts the Way. the Truth, and the Life; and there 


Part I. Our Lord JESUS CHRIST. '3F 
From Hermopolis theſe holy Pilgrims removed 
to Maturea, where Tradition ſays, they dwelt in 


a Garden of Balſam, During their ſojourning in 


Egypt, they were not altogether in a ſtrange Land. 
altitudes of their own Nation inhabited there 
at the ſame time, eſpecially in Cyrene, and the 


Parts about it; where they were allow'd their 
Synagogues, and the free and open Exerciſe of 


their Religion. There was alſo a Temple built 
for them by Oviat, a Son of the High-Prieſt, who 


with many other Fews fled thither from the Ty? 
ranny of Antiochus Epiphanes: Which Temple 

was not deſtroy'd *till Veſpaſian's Time, and by 
his command; a Year after the Demolition of 
that at Jeruſalem, and after it had ſtood above 
two hundred Years. Theſe were' ſome of the 


Comforts which attended their Egyptian Travels. 


Now from the tedious Journey which the Ea- 
ftern Sages undertook, of fix or ſeven Days length, 


over the rocky Hills of Arabia Petræa, and thro' 
the black Fents of Kedar, a Nation always infa- 


mons for Robberies and Murders; and at ſuch an 
anfeaſonable time of the Year, when travelling, 
was very unpleaſant, by reaſon of the badneſs of 


ir none other Name under Heaven whereby we m 


le ſaved. Coſt what it will, we muſt go and do 
Homage to him, if we will obtain the Beuefit of 


tris Incarnation. And if we will but apply our 


ſelves to the Performance of this Service, the 
fame gracious Providence which accompanied © 
_ theſe Wiſe Men, will fafely conduct us through- 
all-drfficult' Oecarrenc es.. 
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| II. If Dangers and Difficulties muſt not inter- 
| rupt our Devotions to Chriſt, much leſs muſt we 
neglect him, when there are no Obſtacles or Im- 
pediments in our way. We cannot indeed ap- 
proach the real, human Body of our Lord; as 
theſe Eaſtern Worthies did; but we are in his my- 
Nical Body; we have Communion with him in 
the miniſtry of his Word and Sacraments. From 
_ —- — theſe there are no vaſt Deſerts nor Mountains to 
debar us, no barbarous Countries to intercept us; 
no Herod nor Rulers of the Fews to circumvent 
us; but ftee Acceſs is granted to every one that 
cometh unto Chriſt. Nothing can keep us from 
Ys but our own Obſtinacy and hardneſs of 
cart, * . | : 


III. We muſt ſeek Chriſt, that we may wor- 


Tenure of his new Hors Kingdom, 


ty, as in all probability we gueſs; not at the two- 
Years end, as ſome fuppoſe:: Becauſe, as erat 
M.alice was ſubtle, ſo he intended it ſhould: be 
ſecure, and though he had been diligent in his 
enquiry. about the Star's fieſt appearance, and was 
near the time in his Computation; yet: hae 
was never ſparing of Lives upon other Qecalions;. 1. : - 
would now for the Security of his Kingdom ra- 
mer exceed ſome Months of the —— „ 


; 4 | 


*% 


Part-T- - Our Land Jnaps Cumrom. 25 


7 ; , INE ; ; : 7A, 7 

83 N 4 4 3 3 J "$2, 3 4 Lf P IE 2 17 N ; y 

| 7 | T; H / \ P k VIII 3 | | ; : 
* 0 LS , 4 * * ; * " "x x * Ya, 


The Slaughter of the Innocents, and the 


Death of Hznop. _ 


: 


ALL this. while Herod expeed che Return of” 
<2 the Wiſe Men with much impatience; think- 


ing himſel & not ſafe, till this nem King of the 


Fews was deſtroy'd. But auen he: ſaw that he- 


was mocked. of them, he mat exceeding. wroth, This- 


Diſappointment aggravated his apprehenſions of 


| the Danger. He began 10 ſuſpeck te Hand, 7 
"Heaven was in it; and roflecting on the uncertain 


many Conſpiracies which had been alceady. form- 
ed againſt, him upon leſs Oecaſions; without any 
further - enquiry,” what Hounſe in Bechlebem the 
Magi repair d to, or What Family of Davia 8 


Race there, by having a Son newly born, 
might give ground of Suſpicion; all on a ſudden 
he ſutrounded Berblebers with a ſtrong Body of 


armed Men, who according to his inhuman Or- 


| ders, maſſacred all the Male- Children in and a- 


bout Bethlehem, ftom two Years old and under, 
thinking to involve our bleſſed: Lord in this com- 
mon- Slaugbter: This Execution was in the bes 
ginning of the ſecond, Year after Chriſt's Nativi- 


1 
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by keeping himſelf within his account, bazard the Iy 
eſcaping of the ME bb. | | ex 
This more than brutiſh Barbarity, ſurpaſſing al! l 


Belief, had not Herod been the Contriver and Pro- H 


jector, was accompanied with ſueh Shrieks of Fo 
Mothers and Children, that the Evangeliſt applies to 
to it that Prophecy, Fer. xxxi. 15. relating more im- att 
mediately to the Babylonian Captivity, but receiving an 
a more eminent Completion at 'thi@time. A» ſp 
Ramah (a chief Town of Benjamin, RachePs: Pro- th 
geny) war a voice beard, lamentation and bitter ſe 


weeping : Rachel (who died and was buried near ti 
„ Berblehem) weeping for her Children, refuſed to be 
- eomforted, becauſe they were not; i. e. being carri- V 
ed away from her into Captivity ; which was the w 
firſt fulfilling of this Prophecy, and a Type of this te 

full - Accompliſhment of it at this time. This Al 

i 


Mourning was great, like the Mourning in the h 
Valley of Hiznom, where the Children were made h. 


to paſs through the Fire, 5. e. were” burnt alive v 
in Sacrifice to Moelech. The Abyſſines of e e 8 
in their Liturgy, and the Greeks in . ar, fe 


.  - commemorate no leſs than fourteen thouſand, g 
whoſe innocent Blood was ſhed inꝰthis Maſſacre. fl 
ThegExecation was ſo nicely rigorous, that one of it 


Heros own Sons, then at Nurſe, is ſaid to have 
been butcher'd amongſt the reſt. This coming to the 
Ears of Azgxnſtus, he made this Reflexion on it; 
Melis eſt Herbal, porcum eſſe quam filium, Tis better 
be Herod's Hog than his Son. Macrob. Saturnal. l. ii. 
ei 4. For Herod was a Proſelyte of the Fews Religt» 
on, whoſe Laws prohibiting the eating Swines Fleſh, 
dic conſsquentiy prevent their Slaughter. Tho? 
1 ug at the ſame time might reflect, both on 
dais former Slaughter of his two Sons, Ariſtobulus 
aner, on Suſpicion of a Conſpiracy a- 
bim; and allo on the Licence he had late- 
r 1 
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Iy procured from the ſaid Emperor Aaguſtas, to 
execute a third, Antipater, on the ſame account. 
But the Malice of Herod proceeded as far as the 

Hill Country; for having heard great things of 
Fohn the Son of Zachary, how he was deſigned 

to a great Office under the King of the eus; he 
attempted in him alſo to-reſcind the Propheſies, 
and ſent one of his Meſſengers of Death to di- 
ſpatch him. But his Mother's Care had prevented 

the Defign; by conveying him away into an ob» 
ſcure place in the Deſert, where he was conceal g 
till the time of his Manifeſtation to 17 el. . 


Not long after this, Herod began to feel-the _ 
Vengeance of Heaven upon himſelf, being ſtricken. + > 


with a ſtrange and terrible Diſtemper, as is largely. 
teſtified by Foſephns, 3 Jud. Lib. xvii. cap. 9. 
and by Enſebins Hiſt, Lib. i. cap. 8. This made 
him exceeding paſſionate and jealous of the juſt. 
hatred and contempt of his Subjects. And this 
was heightened by means of a bold Attempt made 


by ſeveral young Men of the City; who upona a f 
falſe report of his Death, pull'd down the large 


the great Gate of the Temple? Which being done 
in a tumultuous way, occafion'd the Death of 


many both SpeQators and Actors. Hrrods Di- 5 3 


ſtemper daily increaſed in a ſurprizing manner: 
He fell into moſt loathſome and tormenting Cir- 


cumſtances; as violent Barnings, and grievous 2 
Ulcers in the Bowels, a moſt racking Cholick, a 


voracious and inſatiable Appetite, venomotis 8-Wel. 
lings in his Feet, Convulſions in his Nerves, 
Aſthmas, Rottenneſs in the Joints and Membern, 


accompanied with prodigious Itchings, crawiing 
Worms, and intolerable Smells; fo that he Was 
a perfect Hoſpital of ineurable Diſeaſes, 
this Complication of mortal Diſeaſes did nd 2 
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de other choice Friends; be told them with 
Ieears, He was very ſenſible what hatred the Jews 


bore to his Perſon and Governmem ; and that- his 


5 5 n give them the higheſt Satisfaction. 


herefore: his Eriends ought to. reſolve upon; 3 


2d 
«7 


Way bow to ſweeten the Bitterneſs. of his An- 


guiſh; which if they would heartily purſue accord- 


tt, Ing to his Order, the Mournings and Lamenta- 
* _ _ pions at his Death, would be as great and magni- 
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was this; That in the ſame Hour he ſhould ex- 
pire, his Soldiers ſhould ſurround the Hyppodrome, 
and put all the Perſons encloſed there to the 
Sword; and then proclaim his Death; which 
would make his Exit doubly Triumphant; Firſt, 
For the Obedience paid to his Commands when 
Dead; and Secondly, For the quality and num- 
ber of his Mourners. Upon the Promiſes of his 
Friends to ſee his Orders perform'd, and receiving 
ſome acceptable News from Augaſtut, of the 
Execution of an Enemy, and of Power granted 
him to puniſh others, he began to revive : But his 
Torments ſtill encreaſing, ſhortly after he attempt- 
ed to ſtab himſelf, but was prevented by Achiabus 
his Grandchild. His impriſon'd Son Anti pater, 
believing he was dead, was about to get looſe 
from his Confinement; but it coſt him his Life; 
he was beheaded by his Father's command; who 
concluded his Reign with this AQ, for in five 
Days after he dy'd himſelf. By his laſt Will he 
divided his Dominions between his three Sons, 
Archelaus, Antipas, and Philip. His Death hap- 
pen'd between the twenty fifth of November, and 
the twentieth of March 2 in the ſe- 
ven hundred fiftieth or ſeven hundred fifty firſt 
Year of Rome, according to the exacteſt Chrono- 
logers ;. tho* moſt probably in the latter, and a- 
bout a Year and Quarter after our Saviour's Na- 
tivity, in the ſeventieth of his Age, and the thirty 
ſeventh of his Reign. 1k 
When he was dead, and could not call his 
| Siſter to Account for difobeying his moſt bloody 
and unrighteous Commands, ſhe: releaſed. all the 
impriſon'd and deſpairing Gentlemen, and made 
the Day of her Brother's Death a perfect Jubilee, 
ſuch as was that when the Nation was deliver- 
ed from the Violence of Haman in the Days of 
1 FI. 17 =? 6 Now 8 
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No to reflect a little upon the unparalied |} « 
Slaughter of the Infants. Herod's Motives to ff « 
it, were Jealouſſe and Ambition, as we obſerv'd |} 1 
before. But why the Divine Providence permitted t 
it, may be a Myſtery too deep for us to pry into. | 
God's Judgments are unſearchable, and his Ways | x 
paſt finding out. Yet while the Children were inno- 
cent, there ſeems to have been an unpardonable In- Ie 
humanity in their Parents, in ſhutting their Doors 
againſt one of their own poor Kindred, the Bleſſed |} 
Virgin, juſt at a time when fhe was to be deliver'd | \ 
of her Child. This, tho* they had been never ſo e 
full of Gueſts, was fitter to have been done to ſome e 
other, than to ſuch a fingutar Object of Compal | ( 
ſion and Charity. Which Cruelty was yet more [e 
aggravated, in ſuffering her and her new born || I 
Child to lodge among the Beafts for fo long a 1 I 
time after, if ſhe ſojourn'd in the Stable "till the 
time of her Purification. It was likewiſe an In- 
ftance of moſt provoking Infidelity and hardneſs. 
of Heart in the Bezthlehemites, that when the 
Shepherds and Eaſtern Sages had ſo publickly 
own'd and worſhipped our Saviour, they ſhould 
| not be influenced to do the like, as we don't find || « 
they did. Now it is not unuſual with God, te || 1 
__ = Viſit the Sins of the Patents upon their Children; | 4 
eſpecially fince the Children were made Inſttu- 
ments of his Glory, and not only deliver'd from 
the Miſeries of Life, and the Corruptions of their | © 
Anceſtors, but alſo honour'd with the Crown of < 


3 . 


Martyrdom. 


From the whole we may learn, r. That too 
many with Herod pretend Religion, when they 
are carrying on ambitious and treacherous De- 
fins; which ſhould caution good Men, how they 
combine with ſach Perſons in the Meaſures they 
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Part I. Our Lord Jesvs CHRIS r. 


CnrisrT returns to his Country. Goes up to 
Jieruſalem, and diſputes in the TEMPLE © 


take to promote it. 2. Afflictions are not always 
an argument of Guilt, ſince innocent Children 
were made a Sacrifice to the Rage of a cruel Ty» 
rant. 3. We ovght' not to fear the Cruelty or 
Policy of the greateſt Tyrant, who can never op- 
preſs us without God's Permiſſion; and whatever 
Opprefſion comes from fach Hands, it ſhall re- 
dound to our Advantage if we are found inno- 
cent, and bear it well. 4. Divine Vengeance o- 
vertakes ſuch Oppreſſors at laſt, as it did Herod, 
who was remarkably puniſhed, both in his Chil- 
dren, and in his own Perſon. 5. The Cruelty 
of thoſe Parents, who negle& to educate their 
Chitdren in Chriſtian and virtuous Principles, ex- 
ceeds that of Herod; he deprived them df a ſhort 
_ but ſuch Parents expoſe them to eternal 
at 5 E $2309 3 1 a » at 


0 - Almighty God, who out of the Mouths of 
Babes and Sucklings baſt ordained Strength, and 
madeſt Infants to chirifie thee by their Death; mor- 

tiſie and kill in me all Vices, and ſo ſtreugiben me 
by thy Grace, that by the innocency of my Hife, and 
conſtancy of my. Faith even unto Death, I may glo- 
Re \tby boly Name, through Feſus Chriſt aur Lord. 
men. 9 N „ ren BOWER . VF 


HS, 2 4 * 
A ». 
* * 0 1 £7 50 L £ 7 
: . 
— — 


* 7 4 
4 2 y 4 * 
7 * * * 4: 322. 
” * * 
* 4% 1 ” 1 


* 


— of 


- HE Continuance of our Lord in Egypt is by 
many ſuppoſed, not to have been two fall 
Years: During which time not only Herod, hut 


rok 


ji ailing Sie of Part. 


EE conſiderable. Perſuns died, who were j 
Enemies to Chriſt. Ihe Jews, in ſeveral Rebel. - 
Jons which they rais'd-to, regain their Liberty.at WM 
3 rey. Were cut off in great Numbers, In 7 
e thong two nee uy Herod's. . w 

x page”, ed together, td t teat D | 
* Province; and in Galilse, fudas or po, 5 
(mentioned Ad; v 5890 the Son of a famous Rob- at 

ber, with a Party of deſperate. Men, made 1 e th 

ſions into Juda. Archelaus, the Son of. Herod, wu 

| was now at Rome, ſolliciting Augauſtut, who Land ar 
tze Diſpoſat of bis Father's. Kingdom, ..to. ſettle 1 A 
dim in ii. The Emperor, underſtanding how ＋ 20 
| _ Fannical the late Government had been, and that Ti 
the Son ſet out in his Father's Steps, es his th 


Kingdom, aſſigning one Half to his Share « 
the other to Herod Antipas, and his Brother Pl | 6 
So that now we are to conſider Paleſtine as di- 6 


vided into three diſtinct Juriſdictions. 1. That « 
under Arebelaus conſiſted of the.Provinces of Ju- 6 
e and Samaria, together With Jdumes, a litt 
Provinee taken out of Arabia, and of late in- iT 
dluding part of Judaa ; al amounting to five hun- « 
' -  .dred Talents yearly. 2, That under Herod. Anti- cf 
t confiſted of the Provinces of Galilee and. Pe- 40 
træa beyond Jordan, amounting to two hundred 1 « 
Falents. 3. That under Philip conſiſted of the < 
Proviner of Trachonitis, tnctuding” Baranza nd 
Iturea in Sria, ne, one hundred Ta- 
1 _— Casa in F, Fudea, Gadara and Hippon 
bo: _ Trachonitis;: were) joyn'd to the Government 
ee of Hria: | Fomnig, Atzotni, Phaſelis, and Aſtalon 
were given to Hlerod's Siſter Salome... 
Wee State of Paleſtine being thus "eſtabliſhed by 
1 0 d . fee enge 0 
el in a Viſion inform'd o- 
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Life; who therefore, with his Mother, was to be 
brought back into the Land of 1ael. This fb . 


ſeph immediately perform'd. But undetſtanding 


that ' Archelaxs reign'd in Fades, and knowing 
what à bloody Beginning he had made of his 
Goveinment, in ſuppreſſing an InſurreQion of the 
Fews, he was forced to quit his late Habitation 


at Betblebem for his former at Nazarerh; where 


the ſtrange! Occurrences of our Lord's Birth were 


unknown; This was a Town of ſmall Reſort 


and Buſineſs; but yet ſeated in a very whelſome 
Air, and pleaſant Soil. Of which Exgemus Ro- 
gerar, in his Deſctiption of the Holy Land, who 
lived'at Nazareth for ſome time; in a Honſe of 


his Order, writes thus: This City is well call'd 


« Flower (ſo Nazar in the Otiginal ſignifies) 
« For 1 might aver; that having run through ma- 
„ ny Realms, and view'd many Provinces, 48 


„ well of Afia as Afrita and Earope, I never ſaw 
er any comparable to this of Naxarerb, ſot the 
% great Number of fair and oderiferous Flowets 
„ and Plants, which grow there through all tlie 


<<: Seaſons of the LVeat. For from the Month of 


December even to April, all the little Hills, 


4 Fields; and Way: ſides are ename ld with" Aus- 
© 210ues,, Caltcedunies, Ranuncules, Narciſſus, 1 8 


„ clamem, d' Iris di tomter Eſpeces des bone, 


de Moly, de Lavende, Siecat, Ambroiſe, Serpo- 


„ ö Mariolene, any Nec Nepeta, Scordinns, and. 
«© many other little Flowers, intermingled with 


* Trees and Shrubs that are always. green: So 


« that the Sight of the one; and Fragrauey of de _ | 


e other, makes it ſeem an'Earthly Paradiſe * With 


„an Air alſo ſo well tetnper'd, that little Sek- 
was called Nazarene, according to the "Tenor 
of ſeveral Prophecies; as St. * _ 


% neſs happens there. 
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And this obſcure Education not only contributed 
towards his intended Sufferings, but likewiſe 
-ſery'd to confound the Wiſdom of the haughty 
Seribes and Phariſees, who for their Contempt of 
theſe. late Revelations, and their other Crimes, 
were juſtly harden'd and blinded in their Under- 
 Nandings. _ *© b vt 


N. 
* 


and indeed much the greateſt Part of his Life, we 
have little tranſmitted to us out of any authen- 
tick Record. But from what we find in him at 
twelve Years old, we muſt in reaſon ſuppoſe, 
that he was ſubject to none of thoſe Infirmities of 
Mind common to us when we were Children; 
but that, on the contrary, be was all Sweetneſs, 
Modeſty, Gravity; ſerious, compoſed, and ever 
well pleaſed, obſervant and odliging of thoſe, to 

- Whoſe Care he was committed for his Nurſing and 
Education. Nor can we doubt but that he was 
then much employ'd in moſt devout Prayers and 


Meditations, and ſpititual Converſe with his Hea | 


venly Father. 


; „„ N ; 14 * 1 5 5 8 
Ide firſt time, as the Evangeliſts inform us, 


that our Lord appear d in Publick, was in Fera- 
_ J[«em, at the Feaſt of the P aſſeder, when he was 
Twelve Years old. Here when his Parents had 
attended ſeven Days, and perform'd every thing 
according to the Cuſtom of the Feaſt, as they 
were upon their Return homeward, Jeſus pri- 
vately withdrew himſelf from them, and tarried 
behind in Jeruſalem. But they ſuppoſing him to 
de ſomewhere in the Company which was upon 
\ _ the ſame Road, travelled: on à whole Day, at the 
lame time making ſtri& Search and Enquiry after 
{him amongſt their Friends and Acquaintance. 
dt when they. were aſſured; he was not in the 
- -, Company, iber turn'd back egain' to the City, 
e 3 enquiting 
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* 


- 


Part I. Our Lord JESUS CHAISsT. 4 


enquitivg an the Way with no ſmall Concern, 
and looking about every where for him, till at 
laſt they lighted on him in the Temple, ſeated 
amongſt the Doctors, both hearing them, and 
F d THE wn 
In the Temple, abaut the Court of the People, 
were certain Porches or Chambers, called alſo 
Gazophylacia, from the Goods of the Temple re- 
poſſted in them. In theſe the Doctors of the Law; 
aſſetubling at certain Hours of the Day, expound- 
ed the Law to the People; | debating the Difficul- 
ties of it one with another; and there likewiſe 
they admitted to their Inſtruction, ſuch of the 
Youth as apply'd themſelves to Learning. 


In this Aſſembly of the Doctors Feſws vreſented - 


himſelf, and not only gave Attention'to their 
Diſputes, as tis probable ſome others-of his Age 
then did, but likewiſe propounded Queſtions to 
them; and what was yet more, when the Do- 
Qors could not ſolve them, he explain'd them Him- 
ſelf; and that fo much to the Satisfaction of the 


Auditors, that they were amazed to hear a Child - _ 


fo much excel Men in Underſtanding. All Which 
ſhews ſomething very Extraordinary and Divine 


in this his Appearance. And ſince he himfelf _ 
guided the Diſcourſe, ag he did in the Synagogue 
at Nazareth, where he open'd the Book at fuch _ 


a Place as ſpake of himſelf, we may well ima⸗ 
gine the Subject was ſomething concerning the 


Meſſiah. The Admiration which he raiſed might 
have produced a further Enquity after bim, had 
not the coming in of ſuch mean People as his PA- 


rents, abated their Eſteem of him, and ſerved to 


draw a Veil over the Eyes of ſuch lazy Searchers _ 
they could not diſcern. 
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8 beheld him in that Place with of 4 
pra] his Mother. telling him ot 


they 

: What mpatience they had. ſought him, and bia- IN #5 * 
ming him for. putting them into ſo great a Fright; 3 Nat 
he made anſwer, iy this ſearch? Did yo the 
. know Yo 1 7 in the houſe, Chr 


Py 
Service, of r? Wh ich Anſwer: —4 did 
"noe then underſtand ; but his Mother laid up bis 
ords in her Heart. Then Feſ#s returned with 
m:toNazareth, and was ſubject to them, work- 
ing with his reputed Father at the Trade of 8 Car- 
penter, as the Evangeliſts intimate, and Juſtin Mar- 
yr plainly affirms, till the time of Nat nen. 
on his Pablick Miniſtry. 19175 


1 may be ſeen the moſt GRE Humility 
7 our Lord, which may ſerve for a Check upon out 
Ambition and Vanity, in that he fo long . 
_ his ſtupendous Virtues and Powers of Divine Grace, 
Which he on ſo eaſily mavifeſt in every Word 

- and AQion, and thereby gain to himſelf the Ad- 
miration and Applauſe of all Men. Inſtead of 
- Trequenting the moſt noted Schools of the Kab- 
Sims, and figualizing his Ability in diſputing with 
. themz-he choſe to refide in an obſcure Part of the 
| Country, and earn'd his Living by the Labour 
of his Hands. Which was an Inſtance, not only | 
of amazing Condeſcenſion, but likewiſe of the 
moſt conſummate Wiſdom: For he who was to be 
the Wonder as well as the Saviour of the Worid, 
Jiuſtiy refuſed all Aſſiſtances of human Learning, 
that his Knowledge and Works might be confeſ- 
_ ofedly.the Effects of a Supernatural Power. 
155 5 They who delight in hard Queſtions, uſe to 
diſpute about the laſt Words of this. Hiſtory, whe- 
8 ther Chriſt did truly, or in Appearance only, in- 
; "_ 6 For deing the eternal . 
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of the 1 perſonally united to the Wore, ha 
they donclude that aPlenitude of Wiſdom. was 
as Uatutal to the whole Perſon, as to the Divine 
Nature. But others, grounding themſelyes upon 
the Words of 'the' Hiſtory, which equally afficm 
Chriſt Deere to have increaſed in favour with 
God at with Man, and as well in iſdom as in 
Stakine, apprehend no Inconvepience in affirming 
it to þe -agreeable to Chrilt's Human Nature, 40 
bave Degrees of Underſtanding as well as 5 
r- I other Ferfechons. Apd although the Humanity 
„of Chriſt made up the ſame Perſon with the. Di 
2 I vinity, yet they think the Divinity. ill to be free, 
5 even in thoſe Communications which were im- 
parted to his inferior Nature ; and that the God- 
head might as well ſuſpend for a time the Effuſion 
of all Wisdom upon the Humanity, as he did tlie 
Beatifiek Viſion, which moſt certainly was . 
parted in the Height of out Saviout's Pafion. 


W. h ſje Led, in 2 Le The: 
#5 0 m and Kn e, ten me ly 
410 Grace, that I may. thoroughly dane. 422 | 
- will of m  Heauenty Father, which thon haſt rł- 
vealed to ut; and ftrevgtheu me with thy Power, that 

perform it in 01 theſe Works of Sobriety, Righ- 
veſt, and-Godlineſi, which thou baſt appornttd 
forme 44 * ee in, Wed n ory . 
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Of oe Panacumd of Jar the dare, 
| © preparatory d that of Jesvs' Curisr.. | 
E have no more Account of the Life of 
;/Chrift, *cill-the fifteenth Year of Tiberias, 


| uud of. n in which re- 
945 18 mackie 15 


due Evangelical Hiſtory of Part J. 


markable Period was begun the great and bleſſed 
Work of preaching the Goſpel. We have already 
touch'd upon the miraculous Nativity of John the 
n and ſhew'd how God had deſign'd him as 

a Herald, to go before Chriſt, and diſpoſe the 
Minds of Men to acknowledge and receive him. 


We have hinted how he eſcaped, when an Iufant, 


' In the general Maſſacre of that innocent Age, by 


te care of his Mother, who. convey d him into 


the Wilderneſs, or unfrequented parts of the Coun- 
try, on the South-ſide of the River Fordax; It is 
recorded by Nicepborus, Lib. i. cap. 14. that he 
Was about eighteen Months old when he was car- 
ied into this SanQuary ; that forty Days after, his 


be: Mother dy'd; and near the ſame time his Father 


| Zachariah was killed in the Court of the Temple: 
So that Jobs was left an Orphan in the time of 
a dangerous Government, expoſed to the hard- 
mmips of Solitude, at an Age incapable of helping 
himſelf, But, when his Father and his Mother 

were taken from him, the Lord took him up. 

For, pt. the Tradition of the Greeks, 
God deputed n Angel to be his Nouriſher and 
Guardian, as he had formerly done to Elias, who 
Was a Type of him, upon a like Diſtreſs. © 


By this ſingular Method of Providence he was 


train'd up in a very ſevere and mortified kind of 
Life; having neither Food nor Raiment but what 
was of Nature's providing, and ſuch as the Wil- 


derneſs afforded, His Cloathing was a rough 


Garment of Camels Hair, bound about him with 
A Leathern Girdle: His Food was Locuſts and 
wild Honey. By Locuſts ſome.underſtand Graſ- 
hoppers, others the Tops of Plants and Herbs: 


© + Thougb: there may: be no great Neceſſity for the 
| _ Change of the Word, if we confider that ſome 
Locuſts 


ate accounted clean Meat, Lev. Bok. 
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and that they were a common Meat, not only in 


the Eaſtern and Southern Parts, but even in Pale- 
ftine it ſelf, is proved b 
Part II. Lib. iv. c. 7. and by Ludolpbus in his E- 
thiopick Hiſtory, The wild Honey is conceived 
to be ſuch as the Bees had ſtored up in hollow 
Trees or Caverns, a Proviſion commonly to be 
found in Woods. This cheap and abſtinent way 


of living, together with the Retirement of it, 


gave him the beſt Opportunities for Prayer and 


Meditation, and the Exerciſe of all holy Duties, 
"till his bodily Affections were abſolutely ſubdued, 
and he was in no danger of being corrupted by 
the Temptations, or daunted by the Frowns of 


the World. So that at Thirty Years of Age he 
was fully qualified to enter upon the actual Ad- 
miniſtration of his Office. 


Accordingly he began to proclaim the near Ap- 


proaches of the long expected Meſſiah; and in 
order to prepare People for the Reception of fo 
great and holy a Prince, he exhorts them to a Con- 


teffion and Repentance of their Sins, and to a 
ſpeedy Reformation of their Lives; for that now 
the Lord was coming with his Fan in his Hand, 
and would thoroughly purge his Floor, gathering 
the Wheat into his Garner, but burning up the 


C haff with unquenchable Fire. And the better to 


ſet forth this pure, regenerate State of Life, and 


bind his Diſciples to it, he admitted them by a 
ſolemn and religious waſhing of their Bodies with 
pure Water, whence the Epithet of Baptiſt was 


added to his proper Name. The ſame Rite had 


indeed been uſed amongſt the Fews, but never to 
figure out Repentance'and Remiſſion-of Sins, be- 


fore this. This St. Mark emphatically calls, The 
beginning of the Goſpel, or IntroduQion to thoſe 
preart ugs which were = de done by Chrift, The 


bw. 


* OY 
wo —  t T 


Bochartns, Hierozoic. 


—— 
—— —— 
4 
22 1 - 


- 
„„ 5 
* 


time of the Year, according to the vulgar Com- 
patation, was about ia. Sammer. Though Bi- 
ſhop Uſter and his Followers do with moſt Pro- 

bability ſuppoſe his Preaching commenced on the 
Tenth Day of the ſeventh Month, five:Days be- 
fore the Feaſt of Tabernacles, upon the great 
Day of Expiation, when the High-Prieſt en- 
ter'd the Holy of Holes ; which was penitential, 
and joyn'd with ſo ſolemn a Faſt, that whoſoever 
did not aMiQ his Soul at that time, was to be cut 
off from the People. This, according to him, an- 
ſwers to our nineteenth day of October; and was 
likewiſe the Day, that, by a ſolemn Sounding of 
the. Trumpet, the Thirtieth Jubilee of the Fews, 
and laſt that ever they ſaw, was proclaim'd: 
Which publick Time remarkably agrees with the 
Nature and Freedom of the Goſpel, of which 
the Jubilee was a Type; and alſo with 7/a:h's 
Prophecy of the firſt Promulgation of the Goſpel, 


nbe Lord, Iſai. xi. 2. V 
he fame of this new Preacher ſoon ſpread far 
and wide, and brought great Multitudes of all 
ſorts about him, not only from the nearer Parts 
of F=dea, but alſo from Galilee. Nay we find, 
As Xix, F that fome Brethren at 45 and 
Apollos of Ale aandria, had receiv'd Fobn's Baptiſm, 
Which argues a Reſort to him from foreign. Parts, 
He was acknowledged by all Men for a Prophet, 
and became the Oracle of People of all Profeſſi- 
ons. The Publicans, the Soldiers, and thoſe that 
were eſteem'd the greateſt of Sinners, throng'd to 


Ctions of Amendment from his Month. Where- 

zin his Tenderneſs and Humanity is very remark- 

| $i. for he doth. not oblige them to quit thoſe 

Secular Employments they were engaged in, 4 
3 LL dn 
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which he calls, Proclaiming tbe acceptable year of 


hear his Sermons of Repentance, and take Dire- 
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was the Meſſiab. But to prevent them from run- 
ning into this Error, he freely declared, That he 
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only to avoid thoſe Faults moſt commonly com- 
mitted in them: admoniſhing the Soldier not to 
do any Act of Violence, nor accuſe Men falſely, 
to make way for Plunder; and forbidding the 
Pablicans to enhance the Taxes upon the People, 
or exact more than the Law allow'd them. And, 
whether it were out of Curioſity, or that formal 
Guiſe of SanQity ſo habitual to them, many of 
the high-flown Scribes and Phariſees run along 
with the reſt to this new Preacher. Whom the 
Baptiſt cared not to treat with the ſame Lenity 
as he had done the poor Soldiers and Publicans ; 
but gives them a ſharp Reprehenſion before all the 
People, as knowing this the proper way, if any, 
for their Cure; calling them plainly à generation 
of vipers, as our Lord did afterwards; telling 
them they muſt not any 5 delude themſelves 
with the vain Confidence of being Abraham's Po- 
ſterity, as if that alone were ſufficient to ſet 
them above all the World in the Divine Favour; 
for that God was able even out of the very Stones to 
raife up Children to Abraham; and that he had now © 
laid the Ax to the Root of the Tree, in order to 
cut down and oaſt into the Fire every Tree that 
was found deſtitute of Fruit: They: muſt there- 
fore reſolve to bring forth Fruits meet for Repen- 
* Theſe ſolemn Admonitions, accompanied with 
the cleareſt Innocency, and moſt hecoming Gra- 
vity, ſo far prevail'd upon the People, that they 
were ready to perſwade themſelves, that oba 


only vaptized them with Water to Repentance; 


but that one was coming after him, who ond oe: 
baptize them with che Holy Ghoſt and with Fre; 


who ſo far exceeded him in Diguity and Power, 
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; 

that he was not worthy to do him that mean Office 
of bearing or unlooſing his Shooes. And from 1 
this time, as our Saviour afterwards obſerves, the 1 
Kingdom of Heaven ſuffered Violence, and the 5 
Violent took it by Force: Such Multitudes there V 
were who throng'd and ꝓreſs'd into it, and chiefly t 
of thoſe who were moſt unpromiſing; as Gentiles 4 
before Fews, Publicans, and Soldiers, and Harlots, * 
abefore the Scribes and Phariſees; who by their im- N 
portunate Zeal, like violent Invaders, ſnatched ho 
te Kingdom from thoſe to whom it was firſt WM © 
offer d. JGG - 
__._ Here we-ſee.a perfect Pattern of a good Mini- - 
dier of Chriſt, and may profitably obſerve by what ta 
means he became fo ſucceſsful in his Function. n 


The means whereby he prepared the way of 
the Lord, and diſpoſed Mens Hearts to receive H 
the Goſpel, were either Doctrinal, relating to his 
Preaching.; or Perſonal, reſpeQing his Life and * 
Converſation. _ | „ 1 
I. As to his Doctrine, there was that Energy MW ©* 
and Spirit in it, which rous'd People out of a le- MW P* 
thargick Slumber, enflamed them with an ardent M 


Deſire after the Kingdom of Heaven, and invi- 2 
gorated their Endeavours to attain the ſame, = 
There were three Things in his Miniſtry, which S0 
gave it a commanding Influence on the Minds I the 
of the Hearers VVö'ßP‚ do An 
Firſt, He reproved the Miſcarriages of all Or- 3 


ders of Men, with impartial Freedom and Au- 
thority. He ſpared not the Hypocriſie of the Pa- 2. 
riſees, nor the Prophaneneſs of the Sadducees, e- blel 
ven then when they offer'd themſelves to his Bap- g 
tetiſm. He conniv'd not at Rapine in Soldiers, nor of! 
 : Extortion in Pablicaut, nor Lewdneſs in the os 

_—- greateſt Men and Women, not in Herod himſelf, I 2 

8 © 5 . AS 


: 1 rs 
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"IVE 3 
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with the Thiligs above, that he appears to his 
leſſenger ſent from God, and can _ 
Re immer x Glory viſible to them; he we 


8338 


* 
4 


ders, or being cenſured” as impertinent or unei- 


vil. An eaſie Perfon may for a while beat away 


the Reputation of a good - natur'd Man in the 


vogue of the Multitude; But certainly he is more 
accepted of God, and at length more approved of 


Men, at leaſt of the wiſer and better ſort of Men, 


who executes his Office with that Fidelity and 


Courage, which may leave behind him the dura- 


ble Commendation of a juſt and confciencious 


Magiſtrate or Miniſter. 


Secondly, He enforced his Exhortation toRepen- n 
tance, by a lively Repreſentation of that approach- 


ing Happineſs to which true Penitents ſhould cer- 


tanly-be admitted. Repent; for the Kingdom of 


Heaven is at band. He who is fo converſant 


Auditors: as, 


as we find afterwards. He never omits any part 
of his known Duty, for fear of diſobliging Offen- 


— 


f 
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. : Thirdly, The moſt effectual Means whereby this 
Prophet of the Higheſt prepared the way of the 
Lord, was, by ſetting him before the Eyes of the 
People, and convincing them that the Son of God 
Was now manifeſted in the Fleſh. The coming 
of Chriſt was always underſtood to be ſo great 
nnd general a Bleſſing to Mankind, that he was 
. Nyled not only be Hope of Iſrael, but the Defire 
of all Nations, His Preſence had been longed for 
by many Generations. Many Prophets and Kings 
had deſired to fee him, though it were but for one 
Day. And therefore his immediate Fore-runner, 
.who propheſies not of him at a diſtance, but brings 
Him in, as I may ſay, by the Hand, and introduces 
him to his Office before all the People, muſt needs 
be very acceptable ro all thoſe, who had juſt and 
true Notions of their Redeemer. All the mot 
ſublime Diſcourſes of human Wiſdom, cannot 
affect Mens Hearts ſo powerfully, as a Demon- 
ration of the Goſpel, a clear Indication of the 
Saviour of the World. For which reaſon St. Paul 
breaks out into Wonder and Indignation at the 
xevolted Galatians, as Men certainly pofleſt with 
- Some ſupernatural Frenzy, who could depart from 
the Doctrines of Chriſt, when they had been ſo 
Fully and clearly explain'd to them. 0 foolih 
Galatians, who bath bewitched you, that ye fhould 
was obey the truth ? Before whoſe eyes Feſus Chriſt 
. bath been evidently fer forth.  ' 
Such was the method of Teaching, which this 
firſt Miniſter of Chriſt took, in laying the Foun- 
dation of his Maſter's Gofpel. There were beſides 
ſome ſpecial Qualifications in his Perſon, which 
much advanced his Work, and made it proſper 
and prevail with the People. . 
I. He was very humble and free from Arro- 
Fance in his Miniſtry. Fe preached not . 8 
. £ al 


a 


— rQÄmffmfmffß ] :mq̃ꝗ]⅛¾x ̃ ůͥæ — ꝶſ½ ¼ d . ] ³ . ͥͤ¶KY LI LE oh 


2 2 F 


TS <A GNG ˖—jꝙ— tin K ES Darren ID. 


. Part I. Our Lord J RSS CHRIST. oF 
is but Chrift Feſus the Lord. He had no Vanity in 
e bim, for popular Applauſe to work upon. For 
e when the people were in expedtation, and all men 
d maſed in therr hearts of bim, whether he were the 
Chrift or nat; be anſwered, ſaying unto them all ; 


p I indeed baptixe you with mater; but one mightter 
38 than I cometh, the late het of whoſe ſhoes I am 
fe not worthy to 8 3 be baptize you with 
_ the Holy Ghoſt, and with fire. Now here was a 
” ſtrong Femptation to Pride and Vanity. The 
1e People were ſo charm'd with. his Dodtine and 
" Converſation, that they thought no Honour too 


gs great for him. They were ready to acknowledge 
es kim not only for a great Prophet, an Eliat, but 
ds even for the Meſſiab himſelf. Had ſuch Offers 
1d been made to fome ambitious Minds, they might 
Mt have had an ill Effedt: But they had notte. other 
ot upon him, than only to render his Humility the 
n- more eminent and approved; to give him an op- 
he portunity of teaching us to rejed any Pomp or 
5 Glory which is inconfiſtent with the Honour of 
he our Lord; and to demonſtrate to the People the 
th meek and humble Spirit of the Goſpel. Thus it 
Mm was planted at firſt; thus it tilt flouriſhes beſt, 
ſo BY when propagated by the ſame unaffected Simplici- 
ty. which it conſtantly teaches and recommends. 
ud II. His Canverfation was adorn'd with thoſe 
ft Virtues which his Preaching inculeated. He was 
not like the Scribes and Phariſees, who laid heavy 
his Burdens upon Mens Shoulders, but would nor 
in- touch them with one of their own Fingers: But as 
Jes be was a Preacher, fo likewiſe was he a Pattern of 
ch WM Repentance: No profuſe, delicate Perſon in his 
der Food or Rayment, but inur'd to Hardneſs like 3 
5 good Soldier of Jeſus Chriſt; and therefore fit to 
o- Peepare his Lord's way either in a Court, or in 
if, © Priſon; being in no danger from the Luzuryal 


ONES ——ů—ů——6—w'— — — o 
- N W_ 


56 The Evangelical Hiſtory of Part . 


8 


* 


* 


vl 


and more wedded to the love of heavenly Bleſ- 


fiogs. _. „ 38 
III. A great reaſon of Jobs Baptiſt's Succeſs in 


his Miniſtry, was a ſingular firmneſs and conſtan- 
cy of Mind. He turn d not to the right Hand or 


the left in the diſcharge of his Duty, out of re- 


ſpect to any Man's Perſon ; nor omitted. to de- 


Clare the Will of God,. for any confideration 


of Fear or Favour. He was no Reed ſhaken 


with the Wind, no unſteddy, double-tongued 


\ Perſon; but an immoveable Pillar of Truth, 


a Man of ſound and ſolid Principles: Which 


gain d his Doctrine as much Credit, as if it had all 
the Seals which Miracles could affix to it. Jobn 
Aid no Miracles, ſaid the People, but all that Fohn 


ſeid ef this Aan, A Chriſt, is zrxe. This 
. > Ld M0 conſonant, 


— 
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conſonant, uniform Truth was al low'd as equi- 


valent to any Confirmation by Miracles. 


Mai gracious God, thou great Lover of Souls,- 


who haſt made them after thine own Image, 
purchaſed them by the precious Blood of thy dear 
Son Feſus Chriſt ; inſpire me with that true Chri- 


ſtian Charity, which extends it ſelf to the eternal 


Welfare of my Neighbour, that I may nnfeignedly 
io fag his Unhappineſs, whenever be tranſ- 


greſſes thy Holy Laws, and by all prudent Means + 


repreſent to him his Faults, with their ſeveral Ag- 


gravatious; that I may carefully ſet his Miſcar- 
riages before his Face, and in ſuch a true Light, 


that by a ſeaſonable warning of his Danger, be may 
be preſero'd from that Ruin which his Sins deſerve, 
and which thy Fuſtice bath tbreaten d. Let 10 
Man's Greatneſs in this world ever prevail upon 


leaſt ſinful Complyance, And in order to make 


wp 


me to approve his F ices, or influence me to any the © 


the Duty of Reproof eſfectual to the Salvation of - 


oe e me fo e 


on in the manner of adminiſtring it, and 
from any By-ends in the proſpect of pin nt it ; 


that ſo by thy Bleſſing npon a ſeaſonable and pru- 


dent Admonition, he may be recovered to a true 


Senſe of his Duty, obtain thy gracious Pardon in 


this World, and inthe next Life everlaſting, through 
Feſus Chriſt our Lord, Amen. | 


* 
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AFTER John had preached and baptized for 
4A ſeveral Months, our bleſſed Lord thought fit 


do come out of his private Retirement at NVazs- 


= Ds _reth, 


* 
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_ x«th, and to enter upon his publick Miniſtry. . In 


Ss 


Cart; 


| nis Mother's Womb, and had conſtantly kept 


- himſelf holy, harmleſs, undefiled, and ſeparate 


— 


order to which: he paſſed over into Fudæa, to the 


River Jordan, where John was then TO 


The Baptiſt had never ſeen the Face of Feſns 
: Divine Wiſdom having ſo order'd it, for 
avoiding any Suſpicion of Fraud or Compact, that 


1 ſhauld be educated in two remote and op- 
it 


5 *. 


po | | 
b an inward Revelation, or by ſome ontward 


e Corners of Paleſtine. But whether it was 


ircomſtance, he. preſently knew him, as it ap- 


pears from the firſt Words he ſaid to him on this 


Occaſion ; I have need to be baptized of thee; and 
comeſt thou to me? But Feſus. anſwered and ſaid ; 
Ser it to be ſo vow; for that it becemeth us to 
alfi all Righteouſneſs. Then he ſuffered him. Our 
Lord, who was ſanQified by the Holy Spirit in 


from Sinners; yet he candeſcendęd to be baptized 
for theſe Reaſons. 1. Becauſe being made Sin 
for Mankind, he ſerupled not to perform the Sa- 
crament of Sinners. 2. That he might ſanctifie 


the Ordigance of Baptiſm to his Church. 3. That 


thereby he might fulfil the Righteouſneſs of the 
Ceremonial Law, which required the waſhing of 
the Prieſts in Water, when they enter d upon their 
Office, as appears from Exod. xxix. 4. 4. That 


he might be ſolemnly. and openly made known 


to the World. For although the! 725 had a 
glimpſe of him by the Irradiations of the Spirit ; 
yet he profeſſed that he therefore came baptizing 


with Mater, that Feſus might be manifeſted to 1/- 


rael: and it was alſo a Sign given to the Baptiſt 
himſelf, that on whomſoever he ſaw. the Spirit 


© deſcending and remaining, he is the Perſon noſe 


baptizeth with the Holy Ghoſt. And God cho! 


8 


d aQuate the Del ai the Waters of orig in 
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Redemption of Mankind, which infinſte Juſtice 


nine Vears of Age aud twelve Days. Which Age 5 
5 ** * ſeem to be * * Wc 
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and religious Aſſemblies convened there at - 
bus Baptiſm; that as theſe Waters formerly 
open'd a way for Iſrael to the Land of Promiſe } 1 
ſo they might now make way for Chriſtians to PL 
the ſpiritual — heavenly dau » of which the 
earthly. was a Fype. 

As ſoon as this facred Rite was WD Ls and 
our Lord came up out of Jordan, he immediate - 
ly addreſt himſelf to his Prayers: Wherein we 
may. preſumg (according to his Words, Pfal Xl. 7. 
Lo I come, as in the Volume of the Bool it is written: 
M me, 10 ao thy Will, O Goa) he offer'd himſelf 
to all thoſe hard Services and Sufferings for the 


exadted; While he was "thus. praying, and the 
Baprift with all the People had kt theft Eyes 
upon him; the Heavens, which the Sin of Man © 
had ſhut, were now open'd, the Air wes clcified' - 
by a new and glorious Light, the Holy Ghoſt de- 
ſcended in the Shape, or with the Motion of a 
Dove, and God the Father at the ſame time cau- 
ſed a Voice to proclaim, This is my beloved 
Son, in whom I am well: pleaſed; And fo. here 
we have the whole Myſtery of the Bleſſed TH. 
nity opened and revealed to us, in as high a de - 
ee as our imperfect Capacities can comprehend: 
Wien a juſt reaſon: why vur Lord inſtituted Chri- 5 
ſtian Baptiſm to be for ever adminifter'd in the 
Name of the Father, and of the Sun, and of the 
Holy Ghoſt, fince- all three Perſons were com- 
bined and: manifeſied-i in his on Baptiſm . * 
The Day of our Saviour's Baptiſin miiſt om. 

monly is believ'd to be the fixth of Januar 77 
ſame on which we celebtate the Epiphany; 6 be- 
ing according to the vulgar Computation twenty 
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Isle iii. 23. or at leaſt by moſt of his Tranſla - 
tors, who render fr. de e edu, apy eG, 


Bega, or beginning to be about thirty Years of Age, 


which is often interpreted to be his entrance up- 
on his thirtieth Year, or completion of his twenty 


ninth. But this will not agree with the Age of 


the Jewiſiß Prieſts and Levites, who, according 


= to what I can find, were obliged to be thirty. Years 


8 * 


entrance upon the following Vear, 


of Age compleat, before their [naugugation. There- 
fore ſome interpret 220 ei, Mer Fr his 

| frer he was 
compleatly thirty: But others more juſtly look 


upon &pxopsr©- as a meer Expletive or Pleo- 


naſm, and therefore left out in the old Syriact Ver- 


ſion; the Verb dþyoua: being frequently uſed as 
ſuch; in the New Teſtament, N in the 


lame Chapter, ver. 8. and many other Places. 80 


of bis 
will ſerve for our purpoſe. And ſince St. Luke only. 


r 
a * 


that that word doth not diſprove our Saviour's 
being above thirty Vears of Age When he was 


baptized. This Sentence will alſo admit of another 


Interpretation, ſatisfactory I preſume to thoſe who 


will not [readily allow epy4utr©- to be an Exple- 
tive; which is according to the Mans Tranſſati- 
on of the New Teſtament, running thus: He 
was 1 Years of: Age when he began the exerciſe; 


* 


tiniſiry. Either of which Interpretations. 


defign'd to ſhew, that our Saviour had compleat- 


ed the Age fit for the Prieſthood, and not the exacc 


Year; we coneclude from all the main Circum- 


ſlances of Hiſtory and Chronology, that he was 
then thirty three Nears of Age; and if born on 


the twenty fifth of December, and baptized on the 


eee e der eee 


* 


SF SSS D 


el 


A F - 7 * 3 2 . 7 * | 
- . 2 - 
1 7 * : A 


Sects which hold, that the Ceremony of Water- 


Baptiſm is not neceſſary for their Regeneration. 
Certainly it could not be needful for our Lord 
on this account; yet he voluntarily offer d him- 
ſelf to it, as one Branch of the Law then in be- 


— 


By the Baptiſm of Chriſt we are taught readi 
ly to ſubmit our ſelves to every Ordinance of his 
Religion. For who ſhall deſpiſe what Chriſt hath 
honoured with his own Practice? There are ſome 


ing. Hence let all his Diſciples learn Obedi- . 


ence of him, and not think of themſelves: more 
highly than their Maſter. thought of himſelf. He 
graciouſly complied with the Eccleſiaſtical Rites: 
and Uſages of his Nation, not violating the pub- 
lick Peace, or diſſolving the Bonds of Civility and 
Charity, out of any AﬀeQation of Singularity, or _ 
even that juſt Privilege and Exemption which hne 
might have inſiſted on. VV 5 
ben Feſus was baptized, be pray d; andthe 
Heaven were opened. External Rites in Religion 
dexive a Bleſſing from Heaven, by the Mediation 
of Prayer. For there is nothing Ritual, but it is 
alſo join'd with ſomething Moral, requir'd of all 
Perfons who are mature enough to act with Rea- 
ſon. God inſtitutes a viſible Sigu, that we may 
apply to him for Grace in the means of his owes _ 
hallo wing. Naaman had been very perverſe, if when _ 


7 


the Prophet bid him waſh ſeven times in Jordan, 


he had not own*d his Cure to be wrought by the I 


God of Jrael and the Miniftry of his Prophet; 


buc had made himſelf the Author of it, becauſe f 
his Obedience to the Condition enjoin'd: And tis 

but a weak Fancy to derogate from God's Grace, 

and the Glory aud Freedom of it, becauſe he bids 
us waſh before we are cleanſed, and pray When 
we are waſhed, and ask and ſcer in order to re?“ 
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| | F into the I ilderneſi; ; not by any unnatural | 


if the impulſe of that Holy. Spirit which ſanétiged 
bim in the Womb, and deſcended on him at his 


4 n Ce well beloved: Sax 
: waſbing atua of in; waſp: me, I beſeech — 


4 way. be deliuer d from thy Wrath ; aud: being 2 


orla, that 


- deſert and ſolitary, Place, Where he was tempted 


5 Which, Ne to the common Account, N 
5 e es from the Place of his Baptiſm, and 


: a 
75 uo taſting a bit of Bread or. a drop of Water. To 
this r 


-" earneſt Supplications and Prayers; as Preparatory. 
5 = upon: Thus TY a * ol Chriſt. 


. enten, me of Pank. 
0 N 7 4 Ci in | the 
— * the myſtical 


iwer Jordan, - ſauctiſie 


1 


Ain me with the Holy Ghoſt, thas I bes 
2 aptiſim admitted inta the Ark of Chris C Charck, 


in Faith, jayfub through Hope, and rocted in 

" .Gharity, may wr reg the Haves ¶ tbit troubleſam 
may come 10 the Band of e- 

with thee. World 


Waris ile, there _ reign 


Senn * e e — A H. * 2 * 7 ** „ F aer 


. 0 H A p. XII. 
| Of our en Tafing eme. 


FMmedigtely of er our Lord had dun N 
baptized, aud declared the Son of God in the 
glorious manner aforeſaid, he was drives ly the 


iolence, but by. che efficacy of Inſpiration, by 


Haptiſm, By this good Spirit he was led into a 


by the Evil one. In this loneſome Retirement, 
. Jernſalem. he abode forty Days and 

ights, In a continual Fxſt, without on much 
ecels he betook himſelf; to offer up the molt 


ta that bigh 8 2nd Miniſtty be was now en- 
re: 
fired | 


See yore ay, 
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tired and faſted. twice; Fitſt, when he received 
that Law from God, which he was to. eſtabliſh 
: among the Children of  Zr2e!: And Secondly, 

when be made Interceſſion for them upon their Ml 
grigyous Sin in worſhipping the Golden Calf: * 
| Concerning Which he ſaith, Deut. 15 18, The «+ 
ell down before the Lord, as ar the firſt, forty 
days and forty nights, without eating bread or 


drinking water : becauſe of all their. fins which they | 


 fianed. Thus alſo the great Prophet Elias faſted 
forty Days and forty Nights in the. ſame Moun- 
tain as Moſes had done. Now theugh our 2 
needed not, as theſe, to qualifie himſelf for his O 
fice by ſuch Auſterities, in as much as the Ful- 
neſs of the Godhead dwelt in him; yet, as Sza- 
rex obſerves, Per cognitionem anima naturalem non 
poterat fine ſpecials miraculo multa ſimul perfedte 
confiderare ; neque per operationem N famul 
comitari operationem intellectus, fi circa res varia 
omninogue diverſas operaretur. Naturally one A: 
Aion hinders another, atleaſt as to the higheſt In- 
tention of it: Which Hindrance mighs alſo. bg 
in our Lord, ſo far as his Divinity pleaſed cg Þ} 
leave in his Humanity, theſe ſinleſs Infirmi- 
ties, as a Reſemblance of the Conſtitution of o 
ther Mev: For this Reaſon then be ſequeſter'd 
bimfel ad 6s the DiſtraQions of all other Affairs, 
While he continued in this Solitude, he was 
perpetually diſturbed and aſſaulted with evil Spi- 
tits, whoſe Haunts here upon Earth be pre- 
ſumed to be in ſuch Places; as we read Mark v. 
5 that they reſided amongſt the Tombs; and 
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in ſuch Places; and Kevel. xviii. 2. Deſolate Bas. 
bylay became the Habitation of Devils; and A. 
xii. 43. the Evil Spicit, being caſt out of the | 


Walked in dry, 5. e, deſolate Places. To which 


ab xiii, 21, and Xxxiy. 17 the Satyrs danced 
Vi | | 
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mu be added the Experience of Hermites, who 


Whether the Devils appeared in any horrid and 
_ frightful Shape, is not certain. Some think it 
moſt Bacre that to a Perſon of our Lord's 

great 8 
_ 4 chuſe to offer themſelves as Angels of Light; be- 
. cauſe Feſus was not a Perſon of ſuch Weakneſs 
s to be affrighted with ugly Phantaſms, which 
dean only diſturb weak and imperfe& Imaginations. 
| Now our Lord having, as the ſacred Writers 
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Vils begins his Aſſault, with ſuggeſting to him a 
Way to relieve his Hunger, by which at the ſame 
_ time he might make Tryal of his divine Nature. 
—_— e Sow of: God, ſaid he, command that 
improbable is it, that thou ſhould'ſt be the Son 
of God, and yet abandon'd to extream Hunger? 
. What! the Son of God, and yet ready td ſtarve? 


f 


3 WE. Certainly, if thou can'ſt not ſupply thy Neceſfſi- 


- < 
4 


ties, thou art nothing a-kin to God. Ba: Jeſus 
. eaſwered;. It is written, mas ſhall not live by bread 
_ alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the 
mouth of God: Meaning, that in every Word of 
__ God, whether the Commandment. be general or 

ſpecial, a Promiſe is either expreſſed or implied, 


Who is doing the Work of God. And. that was 
the preſent Caſe of Feſus, who was then doing 
= His Father's Work, and therefore was ſure to be 
1 Straragem. He takes him and ſets. him. upon 
dee bigheft Part of the magnificent Temple of 


* 
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inhabiting Deſerts, are moſt,moleſted with them. 


nQity and high Deſignation, they wou'd 


_ affirm, taken upon him our Infirmities, and be- 
ing liable zo be tempted in all points as we are, yet 
tit bout fin, Heb. iv. 15. the Prince of the De- 
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| y = theſe ſtones be made bread. As if he had ſaid; How 


of a Supply of all Proviſions neceflary for him 
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Tube Devil not prevailing by this, tries another 


Feruſa. | 
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b eruſalem: Which was ſo. high on the South: 
F ide next the Valley, that Foſephas affirms, no Mans 
| Eye could reach the unmeaſurable Height, Here 
i he requires another Demonſtration of his Divini- 
ty, urging him to caſt himſelf down, and hover 
l in the Air, probably in View of the Inhabitants 
of that glorious City, ſubtilly applying a Text out 
of the Pſalms, That God would give his Angels 
charge over bim, to bear him up in their arms, and 
4 keep bim from daſhing his feet againſt the ſtones. 
8 Feſus immediately reply'd with another Text out 
of Deateronomy- It is written again, ſays he, b 
i ſhalt not tempt the Lord thy God. Which though 
ſpoken at firſt upon another Occaſion, yet did 
Well expreſs our Lord's Meaning; that God's 
Care and Providence over us was not to be try d 
5 by extravagant and unneceſſary Experiments. 
And now the Tempter, twice diſappointed, 
5 makes his third and laſt Effort. From the Pinnacle 
of the Temple he tranſports our Lord tothe Top | 
of an exceeding high Mountain, ſuppoſtd to be | 
Mount Piſgah; and there makes a Scheme and 7 | 
Repreſentation to him of the great and Ypacions = - | 
j 
; 


Kingdoms of the Earth, with their glittering Al- 

BY lurements of Pomp and Splendor. Then tells [i 

; him, that all theſe are his, and to whomſoever ii 

be pleaſeth; he can give them; and that he would 

inſtantly inveſt Chriſt in the Poſſeſſion of them, 1 
upon condition that he would fall down, and do 2 

Homage to him for them. This unparalleF'd-- 3} 
Boldneſs and Blaſphemy provoked our Lord to 

ſend the Tempter going with the higheſt Indigna-- Þ} 

ö tion: Get thee behind me, Satan; for it is written, - 


Thou ſpalt:worſhip the Lord thy God, and bimon" 1 
by Halt thou ſerve. Whereupon this evil Angel! 118 

lest him, aud the good ones came and nun. Z; 
red unte bim; that is, ſupply'd him nn „ 
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66 e Evangelical Fiiflory of Part T. 
and neceſſary (Refreſhments, after his long Faſt, | 
dend Gonfick with the Beviſ i. 


Here we may obſerve, how induſtriouſiy the 
Devil takes all Opportunities of doing Miſchief. 
No ſooner was it manifeſt that Jeſus was the 
;, well beloved Son of God, but the Devil attempts 
', to defeat Mankind of the Redemption intended to 
be wrought by him. One would think he had 
ſmall. Reaſon. to promiſe himſelf Succefs, if he 
rightly and fully underſtood the Perſon: of Chriſt. 
However it is but trying; and he is no Niggard 
of his Pains. He had prevail'd over the firſt Man 
in a State of perfect Innocence; and foil d man: 
a one fince, who ſeem'd ta be Proof again 
All Temptations. This ſhould keep the beſt of 
Men upon a conſtgnt Guard. Afy. San, if tha 
come 10 =_ the Lard, prepare thy Soul for temp- 
zation,” Ecclus. ii. x. Not anly the Powers of 
= Darkneſs are concern'd to deprive the World of 
2 -an laſtzument of Goad;: but alſo the Nature e 
_ Virtues and eminent Graces ia Holy Perſons is 
ſuch, as to beeaſily reſtrain'd and leffen d by their 
Centraries, to be interrupted by Wearinefs, to 
grow flat and infipid by tedious Pains, to be o- 
mitted and abated by the impertinent Diverſions 
af Society and ſecylar Occafions. Therefore let 
the Induſtry of the Tempier have this good Effect 
upon us, to make us as zealous of good Works, 
As he is indefatigable in diſcouraging us, and ſe - 
„ 35 8 
I. Though we are nat to ſeek ſuch Combats 
with him, but rather to wateh and pray that we en- 
dter not into Temptation; yet when God ſo or- 
daers it, that we mall be tryed, let us, as St James 
erxhorts, Cap. i- v. 2, 3, Commit i all joy when we 1 
| Jallixto:divers temptations; a. 4 
| 3533 
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Part I. Our Lord Inu CunitSr. ey 


of our Faith worketh patience, Let us glorifie 
God, when by ſome fignal Conflict, he doth as 


it were conſtitute us Chiefs and Captains in his 


Church militant here on Earth. And as valiant 
Men in the Field of Battle, ſcorn to be excuſed 
from facing the Enemy ; but are moſt ambitious 
of Places of the greateſt Danger, which therefore 
they call Poſts of Honour, becauſe they eſteem it 
their grace Honour to be moſt expoſed for 
their Prince and Country : So ought we to appear 
with great Alacrity. in the Cauſe of our Hea- 


venty King, againſt the World, the Fleſh, and the 


il; and have no Concern for our Health or 
ſe, or for the Pleaſures or Honours: of the 


World, when the Glory of God, and the Good 


of his People is beſt ſerved by our patient, hum- 


Die, and cheerful ſuffering the Want of all theſe 


Ill. In all omTemptations wemuſt put our whole 


Truſt in God, and not accept of Relief by unju- 


ſtifiable Means. Jeſus refuſed to he relieved; even 
by a Mirgole which he could eafily have wrowtht, 
rather than do an A@ which had in it the Symap- 
toms of a diffident Spirit, or might be interpreted 
any Reprogch to God's Providence. Gad will 


certainly feed us with Food convenient far us; 


which till he gives, we can live by the Breath of 
his Mouth, by the Refreſhment of his Promiſes, 


and the Light of his Countenance. The Malice 


of our Adverſary the Devil is unmeaſurable, bat 


his Power is reſtrained; he may perſwade, but he 


cannot force' us; and can no otherwiſe hurt us, 


but by prevailing with us to accept of his Help 


and firty Nights; give me Grace to ufe ſuch 
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bat. who Fleſp being ſubdued to the Spirit, I may 
ever obey thy godly Motions in Righteouſneſs and 
true Holineſs, to 2, oy Honour and Glory, who liveſt 


aud reigneſt with the Father and the Holy. 15 oh 
os God, 6 World IPOs e ene E 
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The ManiresTATION of Our Lo RD 
ip the Teſtimony of JohN, and bis Firſt 
IRACLE at the. MarrIAGE: 
I bere likewiſe of is. "eating, bis. 3 | 

. Diseir xxl 05 


5 K F T ER theſe Things, Fiſue bein come ont. 


<A of the Wilderneſs, went to Betbabara, the 
Place where John was Preaching and Baptizing.. 
Ibis faithful Witneſs, ever ſince he had baptized . 


3 our Lord'in the River 2 — „conſtantiy affirm'd 
hi 


to the People in his P 0g, that he was the 

which, ſhonld eome into the World. 
73 is be, ſaid he, of ubm 1 ſpake, he that com. 
eth after me is preferred before me, for be was be- 
ere me. This is the only begotten Son ef the -* 


3 "who came from his Father's Boſam, 10 reveal 


«Will to u. Notwithſtanding. this clear and 


| 3 Poſtimony of Fobn, Tat Feſus was the 
Meſßab, yet his own Fame and Dignity were fo. 


eminent, that the great Saubedrim of the Feu: 
thought” fit to depute a ſelect Number of their 


Prieſts and Levites who were Phariſees, to de- 
mand of bim, who he was, and by what Au- 


thority he acted, it being their Buſineſs to take 
e of ſuch Matters. Jobs readily an- 
pere d to the Queſtions they propounded, That 
5880 his FAVES ne was neither the 9 
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from the dead. Here a Difficulty occurs, how 


Jobs anſwering all theſe Queſtions in the nega- 


tive, can conſiſt with what Ohriſt ſaith of him, 
Matt. xi. 14. that he was the Elias which was to 


come? Which Difficulty is ſolved thus: It being 
| the general Perſwaſion of that Age, as it had been 
all along theprevailing Notion amongR the Fews, 
that Elias ſhould in his own Perſon come to pre- 


pare the way for the Meſſiab; the Buptiſt might 
very well deny himſelf to be that very Eliat Who 
had lived in the time of King Aba, of whoſe 


ſecond coming into the World the Sanbedrim then 
enquired, according to their miſtaken Conſtructi- 
on of the Prophecy of Aalachi, Chap. iv. ver. g, 


6. Now this no ways contradicts our Saviour's 
affirming him to be the Perſon foretold under 
the Name and Character of Elias, in the true 
Signification' of that Prophecy, which all Chrifti- 
an Interpreters think very applicable to Joh the 


Baptiſt, ſo like Elias in Temper, Office, and o- 


ther Circumſtances, that the Reſemblance might 
be a ſufficient' Ground for calling him by that 


Name. And thus Jobs let thoſe who were ſent 


to him, underſtand, that though he was not Elia 


in Perſon, yet he was that Harbinger of the A 
ſiab, whom the Prophets pointed out under his 


Name and Character. e 

The next Day, ſaith the Eyangeliſt, John ſeeth 
Jeſus coming unto him, and ſaith, Bebold the Lam 
F 'God which taketh away the fins of the World, 


_ alluding to the Lamb ſlain in the daily Sacrifice: 


This is that ſacred Perſon; ada he, of whom I 


told * Veſterday, how he ſo fat ſurpaſſes me, 

that ] am not worthy to looſe the Latehet of his 
Shooes.- Nor had I known bim, but that, 28 1 
HIS . | Was 


that 
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Elias, who, as they ſuppoſed, was to come be? 
fore him, nor yet any of the old Prophets riſen 
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_ 7 be Evangelical Hiftory of Part I. 
| was baptizing him, God revealed him to me; and 
not to me only, but to the People alſo, by cau- 
ſing the Holy Ghoſt in the Shape of a Dove to 
- deſcend and reſt upon him. Am I ſew, and bear 
record that ibis is the Son of Gf. 
4 Whether our Lord were near enough to hear 
_ ._ theſethings, or if he did, what Notice he took of 
= them, we read not: But the next Day towards 
Evening, as two of Jobas Diſciples were ſtand- 
ing with their Maſter, our Lord on a ſudden ſhew'd 
himſelf again. Upon Sight of him the Baptiſt 
repeated his former Teſtimony; Behold the Lamb 
God. The two Diſciples (one of which was 
Andrew, Simon Peter's Brother; and the other, 
though not named, ſuppoſed to be John, who re. 
lates the Circumſtances ſopunQually ) much moved 
| herewith, and perhaps expreſly directed by the Bap. 
it to apply themſelves to this moſt holy Maſter, 
with much Reverence and Silence follow'd him. 
Jeſus looking back upon them, asked, bom they 
Fought? They, with moſt reſpectful Language, 
Seid to know his Place of Abode, where they 
might wait on him another time, it being then 
 - within two Hours of Night: But he with great 
| Affection admitted them forthwith into his Con- 
1 verſation, and took them to his Lodgings, where 
they continued with bim all Night. His Heaven- 
ly Diſcourſes: ſo fully confirm d them in the Be. 
lief of what Jobn had ſaid of him, that early next 
Morning, or perhaps the ſame Night, Andrew 
ran aud told his Brother Simon the joyful 
News, by what means they had diſcoverd the 
much expeCted Aieſſiab. & with his uſual 
Fervour deſired to be brought_to him Which 
done, our Lord at firſt Sight gave him a Demon- 
_*ſiration/ of what he ſought for, calling him by 
bis Name, telling him whoſe Son he was, and 
ko? | " likewiſe 


—— — 


" 5 ee" VEE FTE 11 


Part I. Our Lord Jzsve Cunisr. 71 


cerning him, that he ſhould be a main Part of the 


Foundation of his Church; in alluſſon to which 


he changed his Name, or rather added to it that 


of Cephas or Peter, which ſignifies a Rock. Thus 
was our Saviour made known to three of his 
Diſoiples at one time; though they were not pub- 


lickly-called to the Office of Apoſtles, till about - 


e Ive Day following Nee going into-Gukike 
he Day following Jer going into Gaile, 
met with a Perſon named Phiup, of Besbſalda, 


the Town of Peter and Andrew, and therefore - 


probably a'fawiliar Acquaintance of theirs : And 
finding, by that good Diſpoſition of Heart which 
be ſaw-in him, that be was worthy, immediately 


admitted him into the Society of his Diſciples. Phi- 


lip oyerjoy'd at this Hondur, tells Nathaniel, an 
intimate Friend of his, that he and his Fellows 


had di ſcover d the Ae ſſiab, promiſed to the Pa- 


triarchs, and foretold by the Prophets; and that 
Jeſus of Nazareth was he. Nathaniel anſwer'd, 


Can. any good thing come ont of Nazareth? intima- 
ting that that was too obſcure a Place'to produce 


ſo illuſtrious a Perſon. Philip ſtood not to dif- 
pute with him, but bid him only come and fee, 
and he would be ſatisfied. As ſoon as our Lord 
ſaw Nathaniel, coming towards him; | Behold, 


ſays he, as Jſraclize indeed, im whom'tis 'no Guile, 


This might probably be a Title which his Plain- 
dealing and Sincerity had gained him amongſt 
bis Neighbours. Nathaniel, ſurprized at this fami- 
liar Compellatian,. asks our Lord how he came 


to know one ſo well, whom he had never ſeen 
before? Feſws ſatisfy d him, that he had ſeen him 


came 10 call him. This was ſuch a convineing 
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92 The Evangelical Hiftory of Part J. 
Philip, that he readily breaks forth into this frank 
Confeſſion: Kabbi, thou art the Son of God ; thox 
art the King of Iſrael. This Nathaniel is by ſome 
conjeQured to have been the ſame with the Apo- 
ſtle Bartholomew: Though Saint Auſtin ſays he 
Was not taken into the Number of the Apoſtles, 

- becauſe he was a Doctor of the Law; it being 
the good Pleaſure of our Lord to magnifie the 

Power of his Goſpel in the Weakneſs of the In- 

ſtruments. See Avg. tract. 17. c. 1. in Joan. 
In this our Lord's Journey into Galilee, he ar- 
Tived-at Cana, NathaniePs Town, not far diſtant 
from Nazareth. At this Place there was a Mar- 
risge ſolemnized; and Jeſus and his Diſciples, 
as alſo his Mother and Kindred, were invited to 
the Dinner. This general Invitation, and the Vir- 
gin Mother's particular Care about the Feaſt, hath 
.occafion'd ſome to think, that it was a Marriage 
of ſome Relation of hers; and kept in the Houſe 
of Cleapbas or Alphens; Husband to her Siſter, 
or Coulin-german, Mary. Some think that John 
the Evangeliſt, who writ this, was the Bridegroom; 
but of this there is no Certainty. However it 
ſeems the Perſons then married were but of nar- 
_ row Fortunes; richer in the Love of their Neigh- 
bours, than their worldly Circumſtances ; for they 
had more Company than their Provifions, at leaſt 
of Wine, would ſuffice. The Maſter of the Feaſt 
(whom, according to the Piety of their Nation, 
they choſe out of the Order of Prieſts, ſaith Gan- 
dentius Brixian. Tract, g. to preſide at the Feaſt, 
that by the Reverence of his Perſon he might re- 
Atrain all inordinate Doings, and keep the Com- 
-pany within the Bounds of Diſcretion and Mo- 
.deſty, and by his Religious Knowledge might di- 
rect the Solemnities of Marriage: This Director, 

I ay) acquainted the Bridegroom that the — 
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part I. Our Lord IxvS Cuntor: 73 


wanted Wine. Whereupon Chriſt's bleſſed Mo- 
ther, pitying that unſeaſonable Want, addreſſes 
her ſelf to her Son to ſapply it. This gave him 
the firſt publick Occaſion of manifeſting his Di- 
vine Power. There were ſtanding fix large Wa- 
ter-pots of Stone, each containing about twenty 
of our Gollons, as tis commonly computed. Our 
Lord retired from the Company, and order'd: the 
Servants to fill theſe Pots brimfub of Water: 
And in a little time after this was done, he com- 
manded them to draw it out, and carry it to the 
Maſter of the Feaſt: Who having taſted of it, de- 
manded of the Bridegroom, where he had that 
excellent Wine, and how he came to act contra- 
ry to the uſual Cuſtom at Feaſts, which was to 
bring the beſt Wine at the Beginning, whereas he 
had reſerv'd it for the Conclufion of his Enter= 
tainment? The Bridegroom knowing nothing 
of it, and the Queſtion coming to the Servants, 
they diſcover'd what they knew' of it, and the 
divine Power of our Lord was juſtly adored 
Sand magnify'd. After this, our Saviour departed 
thence, with his Mother, Brethren or Couſins, 
and thoſe Diſciples he had with him, to Copernas, 
um, the Metropolis of all Galilee for Riches and 
Traffick, fituated upon a Lake call'd the Sea of 
Galilee, a Place where afterwards he had his. us, 
ſual Reſidence. But he continued here not a- 
bove a Fortnight or three Weeks, before he 
hought fit to go to Feraſalem, to the great 
Feaſt of the Paſſover, . which happen'd on the 
ſirth Day of our April, in the ſixteenth Year f 
the Reign of Tiberiut the Roman Empetor, and a- 

bout three Months after Chriſt's Baptiſm. 


Ia our Lord's ready Admiſſion and courteous 
reatment of his firſt Diſciples, we may ſee the 
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De Evanetlical. 
Feeet'Methods of divine Grace: God who knows 


that Infants in Piety and Virtue have need of plea- 


FR Fane, gentle, and frequent Nutriment, hath here 


given- them comfortable Hopes, that he will be 
very careful of their firſt Beginnings; That be 


will not "break the bruiſed reed, nor quench the 
- ſmoaking flax; but that he will carry them from 
Sttength to Strength, *cill they attain to PerfeQi- 
con. When the firſt Diſciples were afraid of the 
Preſence of their new Maſter, he invites them to 


go home with him, and entertains them all Night. 


God uſually diſpenſes his Mercies in ſuch a Mea- 
Fare, that they exceed Man's Expectations: He 
 £onfiders not what we deſerve; but what is fit 

for him to give; he only requiring of us Diſpo- 
tions to receive his Favours; and a dutiful Re- 


eeption of his Graces. The Diſeiples asked of 


© Chriſt where be dwelt? Who anſwer'd, Come and 


Fee; It is not enough for us to know where Chriſt 
is to be found; but we muſt immediately addreſs 
our ſelves to wait on him. If we perſiſt in a ſul- 
Jen Diſtance, we ſhall ſee his Glories no other- 


wiſe than the rich Glutton did the Bleſſings of A- 


brabars's Boſom, ſo as to wiſh for them, and 


always: want them. OE Co Ent: In 
In the Miracle: of turning Water into Wine at 
the Marriage Feaſt, we may obſerve how high- 


ty Chriſt was pleaſed to honour the married State 


by: his Preſence and firſt Miracle. All married 


. Perſons ſhould conſtantly remember, that the con- 


jugal Society repreſents the myſtical Union be- 
twirt Chriſt and his Church. Which ſacred Bond 
whoever diſſolves, he breaks off his Relation to 


his Saviour, and conſequently: ſeparates himſelf 


from all rationa! Hopes of Happineſs. Before 
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vs Breaches of the Law of Nature: But now there 
a- are two Bands added, to render the Union of marry'd 
Perſons more ſacred: Our Bodies are made Temples 
of the holy Ghoſt; and the Rite of Marriage is ſigni- 
ficant and Sacramental. So that now every Act of 
Adultery is a Profanation of a Temple, and a 
Violation of one of the prime Myſteries of our 
Religion 35 . 


| Bleſſed Lord, who. didſt chuſe thy Diſciples to be 
IWitneſſes of thy Life and Moravian, of adopting 1 
Men into 4 Participation of thy great Work of bring 


ing us to Heaven; grant me Grace to love and | 
, reverence thoſe whom thou haſt ſet over me, to fol- | 
hw their Faith, and imitate their Lives, while they | 
imitate thee, And ſince thou didſt hondar Marri- q 
age with thy firſt Miracle 2 grant that 1 may ne ver 1 
Cowes it by any kind of Lewaneſs or Inpurity; 

but keep my ſelf chaſte in Soul and Body, till I am 4 
received into thy heavenly Kingdom, thro thy Mer- | 
cies, O bleſſed Lord Feſus. Amen. e I 


8 
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3 A P. XIV. 2 
Our Lo xp goes up to Jeruſalem, 10 the firſt 
PAss o VER after his BAPTIS M; drives 


_ the Merchants out of the TEM YLE. His 
Diſcourſe with Nicodemus. | £ 


II cannot be doubt ed but our Lord, who came 
to fulfil the whole Law. of God, by yielding 
an exact Obedience to it, came up to the Paſſo- 3 
yer every Year during his private Life, according, - 
to that Injunction Exod. xxiii. 17. That all the. - 
males ſhould appear at this time in the Ti * = 
| : 85 7 | E - : = -Y 
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56 - The Evangelical Hiſtory of Part I. 
But now having taken the Character of the Meſ- 
ſiab upon him, his Appearance there is expreſly 
Tecorded, to ſhew how his Actions correſponded 
with the ancient Propheſies concerning the Meſ- 
Hab. The firſt thing he doth at this Solemnity, 
is to mdnifeſt himſelf to be the Son of God, by 
- ſhewing an extraordinary Concern for the SanQi- 
ty of his Father's Houſe, the Temple, which had 
long been cuſtomarily prophaned by the Proviſi- 
ons which were made for this Feaſt. The Law 
required that not only Sacrifices ſhould be offer'd, 
but that likewiſe all Males from twenty Years 
old and upwards, ſhould pay half a Shekel : Theſe, 
with the ſeveral voluntary Oblations of People of 
all Ranks, occaſion'd a- Neceflity of changing 
greater Coin into leſs, and very often of foreign 
Zoin into that which was current in the Nation. 
Now the Rulers of the Temple had gradually in- 
troduced Mony- changing, and the Sale of Oxen, 
Sheep and Doves for Sacrifices, into the outward 
Court, call'd the Court of tbe Gentiles, a ſpacious 
Place, ſurrounding all the other Courts, together 
With the Body of the Temple. This was pre- 
tended for the Eaſe and Convenience of the Peo- 
ple; one in reality it was to make Adyantage 
of their Neceſſities, and extort high Priees from 


l 

a 

{ 
them; as likewiſe to render the Gentiles contemp- | 
tible, whom they joined with Beaſts in their De- 1 
yotions. But the Filth and Defilement Which F 
theſe Animals cauſed about the Temple, the Di- : 
| Nurbance which they gave with their lowing and \ 
bleating, and the ordinary Frauds and Lies of f 
Huckſters and Bankers, moved our Lord to fach 4 
Thdignation, that he made a Whip of the fmall \ 
Cords which he found there, and drove out the t 
Puryeyors with their Cattle, pour'd out the Chan- n 
| VU 
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gers Mony, overthrew their Tables, and ſaid to 

them that ſold doves, Take theſe things bence; male 
nor my Father's bouſe an bouſe of © Merchandiſe, 

Fobn li. 16. This, as St, Ferom- obſerves, Was 
one of the greateſt Miracles our Lordever wrought, 
and muſt needs raiſe great Expectation in the 
People, what Things would follow ſuch a Be- 
ginning. And there appears an extraordinary Hand 
of God's Providence and ProteQion in it, that 
Chriſt ſhould ſuffer no Moleſtation either from 
the Perſons who ſuſtain'd Damage by this Remo- 


val, or from the Guards of the Temple, who 


were vigilant to prevent Diſturbances at ſuch Sea- 


| ſons. There certainly appear'd in his Looks and 
whole Deportment a ſingular Majeſty and Autho- 


rity, which-made his Diſciples immediately apply 


= that Prophecy to him, Pſalm. lxix. 9. The zeal of 
#hine- houſe bath eaten me up. | hp 


The Fews were much aſtoniſhed at the Things 
which they ſaw. and heard. They perceived that 


our Lord acted with an uncommon Power, and 
demapded a Miracle of him to atteſt his Com- 


miſſion, though they had juſt now ſeen ſo great 


a one. He anſwers their Requeſt, and refets them 


to the time when his Body ſhall riſe again after 
three Days burial ; but expreſſes his Senſe in ⁊ 
metaphorical Alluſion to the Temple; Deſtroy 
this Temple, ſays he, and in three days Þ will raiſe 
t up. They underſtood him of that Temple 
where they were now concern'd, which had been 


Forty: fix Years in building, from the time that 


Herod the Great had begun it, in the eighteenth 
Year of his Reign: But the Goſpel aſſures us, 
that he ſpake of the Temple of his Body, which he 
might. well call a Temple, as that wherein zhe. 


fulneſs ef the Godhead dwelt, Colo. ii. 9. and 
whereof the other was ot a Type. Ten, 
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| of this from the Dead was as great a Miracle at 

1 Jeaſt, as the building the other in three Days. 
This Anſwer (we confeſs) was not very intelli- 
—_ gible; for the Diſciples themſelves did not un- 
=_ derſtand it till after the Reſurrection. However 
4 - It was as plain as they deſerv'd, who were ſo 
obſtinate that they would not be convinced by 
What they had juft now ſeen. And we may ob- 
Nerve that all along, our Lord, in his publick Diſ- 
courſes, ſpeaks covertly of the things relating to 
his Death and Paſſion; and when he open'd him- 
ſelf more clearly to his Diſciples in private, be 
charged them that they ſhould tell no Man, till he 
wa riſen from the Dead, Which Conduct he 
uſed, that he might not give Offence to thoſe who 
were not yet able to bear ſuch Doctrine, and that 
the Malice of his Adverſaries might not ſeek to 
divert the Courſe. of thoſe things which he was 
e | 
-* Afﬀterwards our Lord wrought many Miracles 
at this Paſſover, by which many were convinced 
and perſwaded that he was the Meſſiah; among 
whom was Nicodemus, a Phariſee, and Doctor of 
the Sanhedrim, who for fear of loſing his Reputa - 
tion with his Fellow-Rulers, came privately by 
Night to our Lord, to own his Divine Miffion, 
and have farther Conference with him. Chrift 
receiv'd him very courteoufly, and in few Words 
told him what the Sum and Subſtance of his Do- 
' 'Qrine was, 2/2. © Regeneration, or a new Birth, 
© not of Fleſh, nor of the Will of Man, but by 
the Operation of the Holy Ghoſt, renewing and 

< purifying the Heart and Affections; of which 
*<© inward Purification, Baptiſm with Water was 
to be the outward Sign.“ Nicodemus not readi- 
ly comprehending theſe things, our Lord gently 
._CorreQs his Inadvertency, in that being a Maſter 


Sand 
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and great Doctor in Iſrael, he ſhould not have 
bla better Notion of theſe matters. For this Holy 
e Spirit, and our Renovation by it, is frequently 
© ſpoken of in the Old Teſtament; and many 


« there- He then proceeds to tell him, chat no 
o I © Man hath aſcended. up into Heaven, 10 fetch 
dy down from thence the Knowledge of Divine 
b- « Myfteries, and to reveal the way of Life and 
It- « Salvation:to Mankind; but that he himſelf, who 
iy © was the Son of God, and in that Divine Nature 
1 © always in Heaven, was now born into the World 
be as the Son of Man, to preach and publiſh the 
Be ©trae Will and Worſhip of God: That he ſpake 
he © what he certainly knew, and teſtified what he 
0 | * had ſeen; but that he found Men very dull of 
* Apprehenſion, and flow to receive his Teſtimo- 
<_ ny: That if they believed him not, when he 
bag A ſpake of earthly things, when he uſed known: 
| ©: Types and Similitudes, how ſhould they believe: 
es < -him; if he ſpake of heavenly. things in a Style 
ed © ſaitable.to the Sublimity of their Nature ? 'How- 
* ever, he let him underſtand, that the great things 
of which happen'd in their Nation of old, were 
8 * but Emblems of much greater to be done by 
dy the Meffiah; particularly that famous Paſſage of - 
ms the Brazen Serpent, ſet up by Muſes in the Wil 
5 $ derneſs, to cure thoſe that were ſtung of other 
2 < Serpents, was ſignificant of this, That the Meſ- 


£< fiah ſhould be lifted up much after the ſame 


th, manner, that whoſvever looketh and believeth 
by © on him, not only Jews, but Gentiles, ſhould: 
nd receive much better healing, even the Salvation 
eh © of their Souls, and the Blefling of Eternal Life : 


4 That indeed this was the great End of his Com- 
„ ing into the World, to manifeſt the Love of 
ly God to Man, who would have no Man periſh, 
n 88 Fut 


© Types of the Chriſtiam Sacraments are found * 


— 
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© but have everlaſting Life; but then they muſ 
© believe on him the only begotten Son of God; 
* which they eaſily would do, if they could but 
© be perſwaded to part with their evil Works; for 
then they would not be aſhamed of appearing in 
that Light, and profeſſing that Truth, which he 
brought into the World. For every ane who 

e could make it appear, that he ſincerely ſtudied 
᷑ to pleaſe God, would readily embrace that Re- 
© ligion which was moſt for his Glory? 
2 Thus did our Lord inform Nicodemus who he 


was, and for what End he came into the World; 
and ſo far fatisfied him, as to leave him a ſincere, 


though fecret Believer; as appear'd afterwards by 


his taking Chriſt's part in the Sanbedrim, Fohn vii. 
Ft. And many others, as we obſerv'd before, be- 
Zieved on him? Nevertheleſs he, who knew the 
Hearts of all Men, would not at this time ven- 


ture to abide any longer in Jeruſalem; but went 
into other parts of Jadæa, where he continued 


about ſeven or eight Months. In which recefs \ 


we have no farther account of his Actions, but 
only that he baptized, and made more Converts 


than Fobx himſelf. Though the Evangeliſt tells 


us, Fohy iv. 2. that he baptized not but by the 
Hands of his Apoſtles. For, as it is obſerv'd, 


being employ'd in teaching the People, and work 


ing Miracles of Mercy among them; he delegated 
this Office to his Diſciples, whom afterwards he 


charged with the Obſervance of it to the end of 


o 


the World. 


The Piety of our Lord in repaiting to the 
Temple, before he went about any other Affair 


in 'Ferzſalem, hath moved the moſt devout ſort 
of Chriſtians, at their arrival in any City, to pay 

their firſt Reſpects to God, and their next to his 
N % ᷣ - ©" Roan 
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Part I. Our Lord Jesus CHRIS. 8 
Miniſters. Firſt they went into the Church, and 


worſhipped; then to the Biſhop or Presbyter, and 
begg'd his Bleſſing. And having thus auſpiciouſ- 
ly begun with God, they had the better hopes 
that their juſt Affairs would ſucceed proſperoully. 

His Zeal in purging the Temple, and prohibit- 
ing Wagen and ſecular Matters to be tranſacted 
in it, ſhews, that a ſpecial Reverence is due to 
the Houſe of God; and that a great difference is 


to be put between common Ground, and that 


which is ſeparated to religious Uſes. Nothing 
but Holineſs becomes the place where the Divine 


Honour dwells. Thus in Civil Matters, the pla- 
ces of Judicature, the King's Preſence Chamber, 


the Royal Enſigns of the Prince, are entitled to a 
more than ordinary Veneration: Not that their 


Gold and Purple hath naturally any more Dignity” - 
than the Money of the Bank, or the Cloth in the 
Market; but they have much more for their ſigni- 


fication, and relative uſe. Aud it muſt needs be, 


that thoſe things whoſe Excellency depends upon 


their Relation, be honourable in proportion 
to the * of the Perſon to whom they be- 
long; and conſequently what belongs to God (as 
all places ſet apart for true Religion do) de- 


ferves a ſuperlative Regard on that account. St. Pau 


reproves the Corinthians tor deſpiſing or villifying 
the Church of God, by feaſting in it as freely as 
if they were at their own Houſes. And though 


Chriſtians in the firſt Ages were ſo kept under dy 


the Tyranny of their Perſecators, that they conld 
not build many Churches, yet ſome they. did, 
When the Chriſtian Affairs were in a flonriſh- 


ing Condition under the Emperors. Severzs and 


Gordian, Philip and Gallienus, they built Churches 
in great numbers, as Euſebius reports; but when 
the Perſecution waxed hot under Diocletian, the 
5 "MF Churches 


{ 


82 © The Evangelical Hiftory of Pant]. 
 * Churches were demoliſhed and ruinated, with a 
Deſign to extinguiſh Chriſtianity, Again Maxi. 
minus gave leave to rebuild them; upon whoſe 
Reſcript (ſaith the Hiſtorian) the Chriſtians were 
overjoy'd, and rais'd their Churches to an incre- 
_ © dible height and incomparable Beauty. This was 
2 Chriſtian Religion then, and ſo it hath continued 
ever fince; and unleſs we ſhould have new Rea- 
ſon and new Revelation, it muſt continue ſo, till 
"our Churches are exchanged for Thrones, and 
dur Chapels for Seats placed before the Lamb, in 
the Eternal Temple of the Celeſtial Feruſalem. 


i O Eternal God, who dwelleſt not in Temples 
made with Hands; the Heaven of Heavens is not 
"able to contain thee, and yet thou art pleaſed to ma- 
mifeſt thy Preſence amongſt the Sons of Men, by 
ſpecial rr F thy Favour to 8 Places 
and Perlons: Make my Body and Soul to be. a Temple 
pure ani holy, fit for the Entertainment of the Holy 
Jieſut, and for the Habitation of the Holy Spirit. Be 
pleaſed with thy Scourge of gen Diſcipline to caſt 
our all impure Luſts, all worldly Affectiont, all 

" covetons Deſires, from this thy Temple; that it may 
be a place of Prayer and Meditation, of holy and 
chaſte Thoughts, of pure Intentions and ⁊ealous De- 
fret of pleafing thee ; that I may become alſo a Sa- 
criſice as well as a Temple, eaten up with the Zeal 
of thy Glory, and conſumed with the Fire of Tove; 

. that not one Thought may be entertain d by me, but 
ſuch as may be like Perfume breathing from the Al- 
tar of Incenſe; and not a Word may paſs from me, 
but may bave the Accent of Heaven npon it, and 
found pleaſantly in thine Ears, O deareſt God, fill 
very Faculty of my Soul with e e 
© and ballow it with heavenly Affectiont, that I may 
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love thee above all things in the IPorld, — 


Part I. Our Lord Jesus Cunrsr, 83 
thee with the humbleſt Adorations and fervent” 


axi- Adareſſes, continually feed upon the Apprehenſions- 
noſe of thy Divine Sweeineſs, and Conſiderations of thy 
vere infinite Excellencies, and Obſervance of thy righte-- 
Cre- ous Commands, and the Feaſt of an holy Conſcience, 
Was as an . of Eternity, and Cunſignation to the 
ned Foys of Heaven, through Feſus Chriſt our Lord.. 
and — — — — 
„ S BD; Wh 
JoHN the BAPTIS T bears a freſh Teſtimony” 
700 to our Lo RD: He reproves Herod for his 
. inceſtuous Marriage, and thereupon is caſt 
67 into Priſon. | 
bole TN the mean time John, very intent on the 1 | 
Joly Work of his Miniſtry, paſs'd over Jordan to 1 


Be uon near Salim, within or near the Borders of 
cat || @#lilee, a place much abounding with Water, and 
all therefore fit for the buſineſs of Baptizing. Here 
may the Fame of our Lord's. Progreſs: occalion'd. a ; 
«1d ſharp Diſpute between. ſome of Joba's Diſciples 
De- and the Fews. concerning Baptiſm; inſomuch that 
Fa. they complain'd to their Maſter, hat the Perſon 
at Bethabara, of whom he had gi ven ſo high à Cha- 
racter, baptized as well as he, and was follow'd by 
but 4 Men. To whom the humble Baptiſt, with. 
Al- W great Ingenuity, replied, A Man can receive no- 
Fhing, except it be given him from above, John i. 
and | 27. meaning, that he acted in his Miniſtry only 
fill by the Power and Command of him who had# 


ons, called him to it, and that he could do no more 

may || © than what he had a Commiſſion to do.. Thenhe.: MM 

rp | appeals to them for his Witneſſes, © that he had ge-- - ĩ 
6 aſſum'd the Character of the Meſſiah to him-- 74 
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; ſelf, but was only his Servant. That Jeſus was 
the true Bridegroom of the Church, and himſelf 


tejoice at the Bridegroom's happy Union with his 
„ Spouſe, That himſelf was to decreaſe, and re- 


certain Degree and Meaſure, but perfectly knew 
the whole Divine Will, and was come down to 
declare to Men what he had ſeen and heard in 
Heaven. That. whoſoever believed his Words, 

+ ſet his Seal to the Truths of God; but yet that 


© neſs of Heart, as not to receive his Teſtimony : 
He concludes, that the Father ſo loveth the Son, 
that he hath given him all Power to ſave or to 
deſtroy; fo that he who believeth on the Son, 
„ hath Life; but he that believeth not, ſhall not ſee 


, TPuis frank and pious Acknowledgment no doubt 


which was in the Minds of his Diſciples, | 
The Baptiſt being now in the Dominions, and 
probably very near the Court of Herod Antipas, 
that Prince, though of the Jdamean Race, yet 
Profe ſſing the Religion of the Jews, became a 
| 3 of this fam'd Preacher, and ſhew'd him 
© abundance of Reſpect, and practiſed his Inſtructi- 
ons in a great many things. But ſtill he was but 
..a Hypoctite (our Lord calls him a Fox) and a 
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= This Preacher of Repentance having acceſs: to 
= him, and not bribed by bis reſpecttul Carriage 
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e Evangelical Hiftory of Part I. 
only his Friend, ready to do all good Offices, and 


t ſign his Office in a little time; but the òther, on 
:. .* the contrary, ta increaſe: That he being an: 
© earihly Man, could of himſelf ſpeak only mean 

© andearthly things; but that the other was the Son 

7 of God, who had not the Spirit given him in. a 


many were ſo abandon'd to Infidelity and Hard- 
Life, but the Wrath of God abideth on him. 


ended the Diſpute, and quieted the Emulation 


= faulty Governour, which cauſed the Emperor to 
remove him at laſt, and ſend him into Baniſnment. 


Part I. Ow Lord Jusus CHRIS T. 87 
$ to diſſemble with him, told him in plain Terms, 
f it was not lawful for him to have his Brother Phi- 

d lip's Wife, Mat. iv. 4. and that whether his Bro- 
5 ther was living or dead, becauſe he bad had a 
— Child by her, the Daughter that danced before 
n Herod, And what made Herod ſtill the more 
n guilty, was, his putting away his.lawful Wife, 
n the Daughter of King Aretas, to make room for 
. a n e n een 
a St. John's bold Reproof ſoon came to the Ears 
v of Herodias, who thereupon conceiv'd an impla- 
0 cable Hatred againſt him; and Herod himſelf, hy 
n her Malice and Inſtigation, became daily more 
55 averſe to him, and, to ſatisfy her Importunities, 
it ſent him to Priſon, deligning alſo to put him to 
— Death; but he had ſome apprehenfions of the 
52 People, who much loved and reverenced Fohy, 
Lb, and juſtly accounted him a Prophet. The Phari- 
0 ſees alſo promoted this ſevere Uſage, by repte- 
5 ſenting him as the Author of a new Sec, and a 
e - Ringleader of great Multitudes, who in time 
"a a be perſwaded by his Doctrine to revolt, 
t and overturn the preſent Government. Herod 


n knew that theſe; Suggeſtions were the Effect f 
meer Spite. and Envy; yet he uſed. them as a 
d plauſible Colour of his Proceedings againſt Jabs, 


5 as we learn from Foſephus Antig. lib. 18. cap. 12. 
et and our Lord alſo intimates that the Phatiſees 
a and Rulers of the Fews were the inſtruments of 
n Fobn's DeſtcuQion, Matt. xvii. 12. where he ſaith, 


i- Zhat they  kuew him not, but did to bim whatever. 
It they liſted, as they ſhould after wards do to himfelf, 
4 But that Herod might be the ſafer from popular Tu- 
0 mults in his Dealings with him, he ſent him ont 


t. of Galilee into Peræa, to a ſtrong Caltle call'd 
0 AMacbærus, near the Dead Sea, towards the Bor- 
e ders of Arabia, where he continued above a Year 


3 : 


86 We Evangelical Hiftory of Part 1, 
in Priſon. Thus ended the famous Miniſtry of 
Fobs the Baptiſt, after the Courſe of one Year 

_ and a little more than a Monin. 


In St. John's Deportment towards Herod, we 
may obſerve three excellent Properties of a good 
F : * Miniſter of Chriſt. 2 1 
I. His Courage and Fidelity in the diſcharge of 
. his Duty. Notwithſtanding . Hero s. Reſpect to 
him, and Compliance in many things; he will 
not diſpenſe with” him in any one criminal Caſe. 
He was not like the unjuſt Steward, who could 
 Ingratiate himſelf with his Maſter's Debtors, by 
making them large Abatements in their Accounts, 
by altering the Sum of an hundred to fifty, allow- 
ing the habitual Practice of one Vice or Sin in 
exchange for fome good Works. Thus St. Paul 
Calls upon the Corinthians for entire Obedience, 
2. Cor. viii. 7. As ye abound in every thing, in faith, 
i uiterauce, in knowledge, in all diligence, and 
= he your love to. us, ſee that ye abound in this grace 
. N f ; 8 „ a 
1 0 1 His Simplicity and Honeſty. He ſtrikes at 
_ "a Crime where-ever he finds it, without fearing 
What the Conſequence will be. Too many Poli- 
| tick Preachers Would have reaſon'd thus with 
 * © themſelves: ©] am now in the Favour of this great 
Man; and if I till keep him my Friend, I may 
through him do much good, not only to partieu- 
lar Perſons, but to the Church in general: But if 
I chould affront him, by telling him plainly of his | 
| _* © Lewdneſs, | might not only endanger my own W © 
e Head, but ſtit him up to perſecute all my Diſci- 
ples, But alas! This is the Wiſdom of this 
WE: World: The Piety of thoſe times required it 
not. Neither our Lord nor St. Fob», nor any 
= of the Apoſtles, ever practiſed it, but the quite 
© contrary," though they foreſaw the Conſequences. 
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III. His Zeal and Earneſtneſs in admoniſhing 
Herod. He tells him plainly of his Sin, to his 
Face, in his own Court, amongſt all his Atten- 
dants and Guards. This ſome would have call'd 
a Zeal without Knowledge. He could have done 
no more, if he had been asked to ſolemnize this 
Marriage, or been enjoin'd by ſome Penalty to 
juſtifie and maintain it in Word or Writing. But 
he is only required to let it alone, chuſe ſome 
other Text, preſs ſome other Duties, and all ſhalt 
be well. No, he dares not hold his Peace, but 
muſt ſpeak this Word to Herod, whether he will 
hear, or whether he will forbear. This Opinion 
Prophets and Teachers of old, had of their Office: 
If they ſuffer'd Sin upon any Man, and he died 
in it without their Admonition, they as Watchmen 
over his Soul, were to anſwet for it. And there- 
fore their Faces are ſaid to be harden'd as Flint 
and Adamant, that they might not be diſmay'd at 
the Looks of the moſt lofty. Sinners, but freeiß 
and impartially ſpeak to them ever Word of 
God. See Ezekiel iii. 6, &c. J 


Almighty God, who art the firſt and chiefeſt Cod, 
engage all the Powers and Faculties of my Soul to 
love and delight in thee, and to place all Affiance, -— 
Truſt and Confidence in thee. Teach me to propor- 
tion my Zeal to the Value of Things, that I may 
Dove thee the Lord my God with all my Heart and © 
Soul and Strength, and in the firſt place ſeek thy = 
Kingdom. Let my Zeal have a reſpect to all bly WM 
. Commandments, that it may never degenerate into I 
Hypocrifie and Faction; but that I may always pur- 

. ſue it by juſt and proper Means, never think 

10 promote thy Honour and the Safety of thy Charch L 
by ways offenſive to thee, and which thou haſt for- 
biddew, Let nat a good End prevail upon me 
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Jake. Amen. 


on thy Care of onr moſt holy Faith, I may never 
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art. from the way of my Duty, in all thoſe Me- 


. #hods I fall at any time purſue, in order to pre- 


ſerue it. Grant this, O Lord, for Feſus Chriſt. his 
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* be Bange Hiſory of Part, 
Feſus told. her in expreſs Words, that he was the 


TTT 
Joſt as he had ſpoken theſe laſt Words, his Dif. 
eiples returtied from the City with their Proviſi- 
ons, being ſurprized that. he condeſcended to talk 
With a Samarizan Woman; but the great Reve- 

;, Fence they had for their Maſter, kept them from 

Asking the Reaſon of it. The Woman, much af. 
fected with what had paſs'd, and having been ot. 

Jer'd to call her Husband, left her Pitcher, and 

kran into the City, telling all the met with, that 
cettainly the Meal was come, and was in the cot 
Field, or at leaſt ſome great Prophet, that had WI 7. 

told her II things that ever ſhe had done: Upon ſay 
which Report the Citizens haſtened to ſee the Per- 45. 
PPP EL / c 
In the mean time the Diſciples ſet their Ma- 
MNer's Dinner before him, and defired him to eat: 
But he told them he had other Meat unknown to them: do 
intimatipg the Converſion of many Souls in that I bis 

h. They taking his Words in the common W M 

Senſe, and asking one another who had ſupply'd Wl 4 

bim with Food, Jeſus told them, his meat was Wl = 

1% do bis Father's will, and to finiſh his work, Then te 

pointing to the. Multitudes coming out of the Wl br 

"City, he ſaid, Te reckon it now four Months to har-" H 

"weft, but behold youder what an evangelical Harvefs Wl in 

ut ready for the Sickle! And he who reaps here, Wl ca 

Hall receive the wages, of eternal Ife, which will Wl 6: 

_ __Canſe both Soauer and Reaper to rejaice together: and Pi 
' berein is that Proverb true, One ſoweth and ano- v. 

ther reapeth.-. I ſend you to reap where others have pt 

. * plowed and ſowed: The Pairiarchs and Prophets q 

00 Pains in the. Tillage, and you reap the Fruits ill v 

of #beir Lalours. By this time the Woman came F 

Ap, Wich a great. Company from the City, to fee WW 

e Great Perſon ſhe had told them of. They 
Ib were 
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were ſo taken with his Converſation, that the) 
earneſtly defired him to go with them to their Ci- 
ty; with which Requeſt he readily complied, For, 
though after this, during his own Miniſtry, he 
forbid his Apoſtles to go into any City of the 
Samaritans, the time for calling in the Gentiles 
not being yet fulfill'd; yet as an Introduction to 
it, and in Compaſſion to theſe People's Wants 
aud Deſites, he was pleaſed to ſtay with them 
two Days. Here many Samaritans were induced 
to acknowledge him for the Meſſiab upon the 
Woman's Report, but many more upon the Ac- 
count of his own Words, as they declare to her, 
Jobs iv. 4, Nou we believe, not becauſe of thy. 

Jeying, for we haue heard him our ſelves, aud know. 
that this is indeed the Chriſt, the, Saviour of the. 


> 


Here we may ſee, how wonderfully the WiC. 
dom of God over-rules the Malice of Men for. 
his own Glory, and the Good of others. The 
Malice of the Phariſees drives Chriſt out of Fa _ 
dea into Galilee, and in his Paſſage through Sa- 
maria thither, a poor ſinful Woman firſt, and af- 
terwards many of the Inhabitants of Sychar, were 
brought to the Knowledge of the Son of God. 
How exactly did this verifie what aur Lord ſaid 
in another Place, Matt. Xxi. 31. That the Publi- 
cans and Harlots went into the Kingdom of God, _ 
before the proud Phariſees! Their moſt odious Ad- 
verſaries the Samarizans, and one of the worlt e, 
ven of thefe,' a wretched proffigate Woman, are 
preferr'd to be the Diſciptes of Chriſt, and conſe. 
quently the Children of God and Heirs of Hea- 
Yen, before the hoſt” learned Rulets and Tofty 
Pillars of the Feuiſb Church. How ' ſhould. this 
make us abhor Pride, with its cviicolultunr Bak, 


GED > 
XX 4- * g 
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\ d and Malice; How ſhould it recommend an 
able, honeſt Heart, ready to embrace the Truth! 
— 2 eee e ad eee it 


; * appeat! 


60 Holy Telus; Fountaiw of Eier Life, i Tex. 
 banſtible Spring of . Foy; 1 that Li birſt. 
ang after Thee, as the wearied Hart after the cool 
| 5 may ef] pi iſe all the empty Complacencies of 
Ii. World: all the Allurements of vicious Saciety, 

| all the Objects of finful Lufts : ; and may ſo long of: 
ter thee, that the 25 petites f Natare may paſ; 
into bungring and t 2 after Rigbieouſueſt, and 
all the Actions of my Life may ſpent my Obedience 
10 . „ That thow poſſe * all _ 
1 * m eh durin 1 2. Life, I 
| th ores in the Fraition of a bleſſed 
222 being led by the Light of thy Goſpel, wy 
the Streams of thy Grace, to thee the. Fountain of 
| 5 6 and jaw Ede ,to be Satificd with my n World 


Amen. | 
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| AFTER wm two Days FEY among theſe 1 
EA 772axes, our Lord proceeded on his Journey 
= Galilee; and came to. Cana, W 000 wa 
| the Water into Wine. | . 
The Galileans having ſeen alia, and many o- 
5 ther of his Miracles which he did at 1 = 
in FJeruſalem, welcom'd him very heartily, and 
. * . much better n. to _— his 


bn 
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Doctrine. To this Place came a certain Noble- 
man of Capernaum, ſuppoſed to be Chuza Hered's 

Ste ward, who. hearing the Fame of Chrilt's great 
power and Goodneſs, bumbly beſought, bim that 

he would come to bis Hou e and beal bis Son, who 

was almoſt dead of a Fever, John iv, 47.  Feſus 
perceiving. that this Nobleman took him for a 
Prophet, and believ'd that if he were bodily pre- 
ſent with his Son, he might poſſibly cure him, 

but did not apprehend him to be the Metab, 
God as well as Man, and by his Divine Power e- . 
very where preſent, anſwer'd by way of Reproof, 
That excepz people ſaw figns and wonders, they would 

not believe who he war. Therefore to give this 
Supplicant an - infallible Teſt of his Divinity, he 

1 5 him that his Child was cared by the Word 
of his Mouth, even at that Diſtance. The Father 
pioufly believes our Lord, and the Son immedi- 

ately receives the Benefit of . his Faith. For be- ; 

ing met the next Day by his Servants, and un- 
derſtanding by them that his Son was recover'd, 

he demanded ar what boxr the Fever went off; - 
they anſwer*d, 7:/terday at the ſeventh bour. Which 
exactly agreeing with the time that Fe/#s had pro- 
nounced the Recovery, himſelf and his whole 
Family were convinced of his divine Power, and. 
believed in him. And his Wife Joanna (if it were 
Chuze's Family) afterwards became an Attendant 

on Chriſt, Luke viii. 3. This, as St. Jobs obſerves, 
was the ſecond Miracle that Chriſt wrought in 
Galilee; which being done at the Requeſt of ſo - 
great a Man in Capernaum, was à happy Introdn» 
gion towards his al 
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dectariog, that the time was falfill*d for the appear 
nd of the Meſſiah; and that therefore all N 

Pen 1d believe the Goſpel, Matthew iv. 17. Mark 
1. 14. This was done in many Parts of Galiler 


where he daily taught and preached in the Syn 


gogues, or Places of ordinary Worſhip, in ſuch 


an extraordinary Manner, that he was admired b) 


all, and his Fame ſpread throughout all that Cout 
trey. This may be called a ſecond ra or be 
ginning of the Goſpel; and accordingly St. Pet 
tells Cornelius, That the word which was publiſ 
ed throughout all Judæa, began from Galilee,” aft 


Fo the Baptiſm which Fobn preached, Adds x. 37. 4 


Y. 31. Tibern Imp. 7. | 
ln this Progreſs tis thought he call'd in at N 
zaretb, the Place of his Education; where Sr. Li 
in their Synagogue; he ſtood up to read, as it was 


ulual for Lay: men at that time. The Prophec) 
Ff Iſaiab was put into bis Hands, out of which 


he read theſe Words: The Spirit of the Lord i 
___- me, becauſe he hath anointed me to preach the 

el to the poor; he bath ſent me to heal the bro. 
hex bearted; to preach deliverance to the Captive, 
and recovering of fight to the blind; to ſet at Lt: 
erty 'them that are bruiſed: Jo preach the accept. 
able year of the Lord, This Paſſage is taken from 
Haiab 1xi. 1, 2. Upon this he cloſed the Book, 


return'd it to the Miniſter or Officer of the Syna- 


Raser and fell to explain the Words ſo, as to let 
is Auditors underſtand, that they were accom- 


955 pliſhed in himſelf. The Eyes of the whole Syna- 


gogue were immediately firt on him, ſurptiz d te 


ES heat him ſpeak with ſuch Authority and Wiſdom, 
8 Whenas they knew the Diſadvantages of his Edu- 


cation, aud ſilently ask'd one another, Sow the 
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knowing 
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knowing their Sentiments, told them, They wand 
undoubtedly PP zo him that Proverb, ' Phyſician, 
heal; thy 2 „ 4 4 Keflection upon bim, for not 
working Miracles in bis own City at well as a 
Capernaum. But he puts them in mind, h, a 
Prophet, however great and deſerving, was never. 
duly eſteem' d in his own Country, And be proves 
this by two eminent Inſtances ; the firſt, of Eliat, 
who ina, Famine of above three Nears, was not ſent 
by God in am of the diſtreſſed Widows in Iiracl; his 
native Country; but to a Widow. at Sarepta in an- 
other. Country. And the other of Eſha, 'who cu. 
red Naaman, a foreign Lord in Aſſyria, of his Le- 
profie, while there were many Lepers in Iſrael who 
went unc ured. By theſe Words the Men of Na- 
zureth took themſelves to be .upbraided with Stu- 
pidity and Ingratitude; Which th Y were ſo far 
from amending at this time, that they rofe up in 


a Fury, laid violent Hands on Chriſt, . and rudely 

dragg'd him away to a ſteep place of the Hill 

whereon their, City was built, intending to throw. 

him headlong. down that Precipice, and daſh him 

to pieces. But here he exerted his Divine Power; 

and reſcued himſelf from. the murderous Hands, 
of theſe Wretches, paſſing through the midſt of ' | il 
them (as the Evangeliſt ſpeaks) and /o went bis Bi 

WAY => >, JC 5 27 Eat cob mT. 
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the Cure of the Noble Capernaite's. Son, we 
| may. ſee. what a. great. Bleſſing Afflictions often 


prove to us. The Child's ON nels is the ſpecial 
Occaſion, Which ſends, the Father to Chriſt; by. 
this means the Child is not only cured, of his Fe- 
7 * . 4 5 3 6 i 42 ” CT 
ver, but the Parents and whole. Family are rais d | 
from the Death. of Infidelity, to embrace the live; al 
ly. and ſaving Faith of the Sen of God. Had the - 
Proſperity of their F Fottunes W = 
oO oe ee LONG E. in. = 


"0 


__-wfour of the 


* Ao from — ate of their; Enemies, at 
"= 7 5 —— 


oh a finooth Current, we might have heard no- 
thing of this Family, nor they known any more 
of Chriſt than only by common Fame. But now 

- when an 'obſtfnate Diſeaſe was carrying their Son 


o the Grave, in defiance of all the Wit and Skill 


of human Phyficians, then they apply to the Sa- 
World, and cruſt in him for a Re- 

-medy; and in fo doing, obtain Health for their 
Sduls as well as their Bo \ This was the Ne- 


-eovery of the prodiga! Ern in te Prentle; "ths 


depth of Miſery; 'a Neceſſity to dtudge in the 


vileſt Offices for a Livelihood, without being 
able to keep bimfelf from ſtarving. Fhis makes 


him remember his Fath 1 plentiful Houſe, with 
tonging ' Deſires to be there again. From: ſome 


85 fueh happ y Calamity (as 1 may call it)" doth! ma- 


ny a Mat date the Salvation of his Soul. Had 
t not been for this one Miſery, he had been mi- 
. Ferable to all Eternity. This therefore he com- 
— with Joy, and often gives God Thanks 
r ft 
And (herety. we muſt admite the anparetierd 
Goodneſs of dur Lord, 'who though be knows 
- our gn gen map oth jying to him, nor till all 
| ne Means, het AS Necefi e eomp 
s, pet even then he doth noi reject 
poſtulates indeed in a word or two with 155 brig 
| 2 Petitioner, xceps ye fee 5 ond Von- 
| ve will not ie ve; 3 s preſſin 
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But when they ingenuoufly confeſs, Ve have fin- 
ned; When they humbly ſubmit themſelves to 
his Chaftiſements, Do rhoz unto us whatſoever 
| ſeemerth good #nto thee; when they put away their 
firange Gods, and ſerve the Lord, then his Bo- 
es of Compaſſion begin to yern; hrs Soul (ſays 
the Text) was grieved for the Miſery of Iſratl, he 
quickly opens a way for their Deliverance, and 
vouchſafes them a ſignal Victory over their in- 
en EE 8 
From the Entertainment which Chriſt met with 
at his Preaching amongſt his own Country men 
of Nazareth, his Miniſters may learn not preſent- 
1y to be diſearten'd at the ill Sueceſs of their 
Labours, in thoſe 11 where they might have 
ptomifſed tnemſelves the kindeſt Reception; not 
to be provoked or ſcatidalized at any Slights or 
Reflections which are caſt upon them for the 
Meanneſs of their Parentage, Education, or = { 
' gccidetital Defe& in their Perſons or Fortunes, 
which is no Fault of theirs, But from theit 
Lord's leaving the unworthy Nazarezes, the 
may learn to be difcreet and reſery'd_ in thei 
Communications with ſuch People, not making 
themfelves cheap by growing too familiar with 
them; for ſuch Familiarity will breed Contempt 
both of their Perſons and their Doctine. That 
4 Miniſter who proſtitutes his Authority, fruſtrates 
the End of his Miniſtry, and will not be able to 
do much Good in the place where he lives, He. 
muſt therefore, by a e Moroſenels, 
364 an Aﬀability without Levity, t. i 
mfotain ine Dignity of his Character, and a te- 
Vetend Eſteem in the Minds of his People. 
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Evity, take care to 


» 


abi mit merciful Father, who of thy 


10" Mastind did ſend thine only Sit 
Ep +4 


into the Werld, te the 1x4 hes al be belene jo 
him ſpould nes periſh, but have everlaſting Life ; 
Gr 2 J beſeec thee, that I ma ee the 


- Miniſtry and Ordinances of his Holy Religion, that 


zbey may be ff rn preſerv d and continue 4 to 
me, to tbe} elfare aud Comfort of my Saul and 
Body, both now and ever. Amen. 
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Our Savon ſeitles af Capernaum. - He 
VVV 
bim à miraculous Draught of Fiſhes. _ 


= 


Ov Be ſed Lord being thus outraged by the 


People of Nazareth, retires. to Capernaum, 


and makes that the chief place of his Reſidence 
and Habitation, where tis conjectured by ſome, 
that his reputed Father Jeſeph had ſome. little 
Poſſeſſions; though when we hear Chriſt ſay, bat 


Be bad mot ſo much as where to lay his Head, we 
muſt ſuppoſe that they did not deſcend to. him. 


This City ſtanding upon the Coaſts of the old 


Tribes of Zabulon and Nepibali, St. Matthew ob- 
ſerves, that our Lord's ſettling there remarkably 


© Fulfill'd that Prapheſy, 1/aioh ix. 2, 2. That in be 


Land, of Zabulon and Nepthali, the Sea- coaſt be- 


i vond Jordan, and in Galilee ef tbe Gentiles, "the 
Inhabitants who ſat in darkneſs ſaw great Light, 


region ana 


And new Light ſprung up to them who. ſate in the 
{hates of Death: Intimati 
places, which had been moſt corrupted by idola- 


that theſe 


trous Foreigners, ſhould afterwards be moſt en- 


lighten'd and glorified by the Preſence of the Meſ- 
© Hah. The Jews not rightly interpreting this Pro- 
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mould moſtly reſide in Galilee, had the leſs Opi- 
nion of our Lord for this. We obſerved before; 
We N was the Metropolis of all Galilee, 
d in a very rich and popnlous Country, 
upon the Lake of Gennefarerb, which was about 
twenty Miles in length, and ten in breadth, re- 
pleniſhed with all kinds of Fiſh, and ſurrounded 
with ſeveral good Towns and Cities. On the 
Eaſt fide ſtood Corazin, Brihſaida, Falias, and 
Hippo; on the Weſt, Capernaum, Tiberiat, and 
Tarichæa, beſides other places of inferior Note, 
This Lake was highly commodious for Chriſt's 


Miniſtry and Deſigns, for his eaſie Paſſages, his 


breaking the Multitudes of his Followers, his 


' Retirements, and his avoiding the Snares of Herod, 
and the untimely Perſec 


Phariſees at Ferufalem. „„ 
One Day as our Lord was upon the Bank of 
this Lake, or Sea, much incommoded by the Mul- 
tit ude of People who crowded about him to hear 
him, the two Fiſher - Boats of thoſe who were nl- 


ations of the Scribes and 


ready in ſome meaſure his Followers, viz. S. 


mon Peter and Andrew, James and Jobn, lay by 


the Shoar unemploy'd; for the Fiſhermen were 


gone out of them, and were waſhing and mend- 


ing their Nets. Feſas, to relieve himſelf from the 
Crowd, enter'd into one of them, which was Pee 
ter's, and deſiring him to thruſt out a little from 


the Shore, either that others might not ſtep into 
it, or that he might the better be ſeen and heard of 
the People, he ſat down and taught. When he 

had done ſpeaking, he bid Peter launch out into the 


| Deep, and let down his Net for a draught, Luke 
v. 4. Peter told him how they had toil'd 'all 


Night, and taken nothing; but is obedience to bim 


Be would try once more. Having caſt the Net, 
they preſently found * ſo heavy, that they were 


3 forced 


forced to call the other Ship's Company. to help 
em; They came, and filled both their Ships ſo 


U, that 557 could hardly get co the Sboar with; 
ont 9 1 were all zed Wu ons Mir | 


acploys 5 ht, — eſpecially Peter, w 

25 0 yotion, dreading the 8 "ff 
Thr a Perſonage, threw himſelf at Jeſus his Peer 
aying, Depart from we, for I am a finful may, 
0 Lord. Our Saviour, to deliver him from his 
Surtprize, and comfort him with the Aſſurauce of 
à nobler loyment for the time to come, tells 
bim, bat from henceforth be ſbould catch Men; 
that is, be a Preacher of the Goſpel, wherein he 
ſhould haye as great Succeſs as he then bad in 
Fiſhing. At the ſame time calling upon his Bro- 
ther Andrew, and the two Sons of Zebedee, to 


ollow him, all Four being fully ſatisfied of his | 
ivine Power, immediately obey'd; and. refign- 


in their Veſſels, their Nets, and the great Draught 

iſhes they had juſt now taken, to their Friends, 
7 dhe were no longer occafional Hearers, but con- 
tant and inſeparable Attendants on Chriſt. This 


an 5 2 Fear after their fielt N of 


In this PETS which 158 vs to the Lake of 
Genpeſareth, we mar ſee the gracious Deport- 
2 of Fs Son o en his un westied Patience 


tage, 15 u the Shoer, and then out of a Skip; 
is great. Goodneſs to the poor Fiſhermen, in re- 
compenling f for the uſe of their Ship with a 
miraculous Draught of Fiſhes, and then preſently 
advancing them from the low Degree he fouod 
them in, to the bigheſ} Place in bis Favour, and 
the moſt honourable Order in the Miniſtey af his 


5 Se — inst Which moſt ** our ſelves 


is, 
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in inſtru ing p poor ignorant Multi- 


es 3 . 8 < Pao” VR OY _ ET 7 7 


Pare TE. dat Sa: oz: 


is, to take notice in what Order we are to per- 
form our reſpective Duties. Firſt we muſt pay 
our 2 to God; and then we may take 
care of. A k Bae and migg-the honeſt Aﬀairs- 
of this Life. Saviour was reaching, 
the Ship A800 A 5 * Workmen were no 
otherwiſe employ'd than in hearing - him: But 
when he had left ſpeaking, he orders them to go 
hom their ſeculat Employment, and, bleſſes them 
in it: Demonſtrating to us, by undeniable Fact, 
what be elſewhere alſerts in his Doctrine, That 
if we do but ſeek. the Kingdom of God and his 
_ © RighteouſneG-io the firſt place, all other things 
© ſhall be added umo uns. low proſperous was 
-” theFiſhermens Ship, when once it had been ſancti- 
4 fied by. the Preaching of our Lord? All the Night 
5 deſore they had wrought. hard, and caught no— 
3 thing, and were now waſbing the Filth out of 
theit Nets in order to lay them up, and return 
| br empty. But as foon- as God had been 
d among. them, dhe Fortune of the Day was - : 
— changed: It was then but caſting the Net 
into the Sea, and it incloſed Multitudes, and pre- 
ſeniy fillb'd two Ships. If we would not ſpend - © 
a great deal of Time and Pains to no purpoſe; if 
we wonld prevent Loſſes and Diſappointments - 
in the Management of onr Affairs, let us be ſure 
to warſhip Ged in the fieſt place, and then we 
may cheerfully tp rh n on bb pea | 
that we ſhall be bleſſed. | 


1 © beſeerh er 70 dock uy 3 27770 the 
Ghareh 3 in continua Godlineſs, that through thy Pre- 
techian it may be free from —_ i Adverſittes, and de- 
vorutly giuen 10 ſerve. thee in good: Works, to the 
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4 Capernaum. His ee * e 
Works in Galilee. CENTS Be 


Peter, James and John, return'd into Caper- 
naum; and there on the-next Sabbath Day, ac- 
cording to his Cuſtom where - ever he was, he en- 
tet'd into the Synagogue, and taught the People. 


His Doctrine was with ſuch Energy and Autho- 


rity, and ſo different from the uſual Teaching-of 


the Scribes, that all were aſtoniſhed at him. A- 


mongſt his Auditors there happen'd to be 4 Man 


who was poſſeſs'd with an tinclean Spirit. The 
Devil, either not being able to bear the Preſence 


of our Lord, or terrified with his Preaching of 


tze Deſtruction of the Kingdom of Satan, ctyd 
bout, © Let/ns alone, what habe we to do with thee, 


Thou Jeſus of Nazareth? Art thou come to deſtroy 


as? I know' thee who thou art, the Holy One of 


God, Luke iv. 34. Our Lord, not accepting any 


i Teſlimony from the Father of Lies, firſt inſoins 


him Silence, and then commands him to come out 
of the Man. The Fiend thus compell'd to quit 


His Prey, racked the Man with moſt violent Con- 


vulſions, threw him down upon the Ground, and 
after much crying and ſiruggling, came out of 


him, and hurt him not. The Spectators of this 
Miracle were ſtrangely amazed, and ſaid one to 


another, What's the Meaning 'of this? Whenee 
"0 comes this new Doctrine? Surely. from Heaven; 
ſince the Teacher of it hath ſuch Authority over 


Cn eng Spirits, that — he commands hem, 


5 « "BF a 5 ; ; C - 


Jes US, with his ſuur Diſciples, Auges and | 
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x they obey, and depart at his Word, though 
againſt their Will.“ This Demonſtration of his 
Power ſoon ſpread his Fame all over Galilee, and 


4 
oY 


3 


13 the adjacent Countries. eee eee 

| From the Synagogue he went to refreſh him- 
ſelf at the Houſe of Peter, who was lately re- 

| moved from Bethſaida to Capernaum. At this 
| time Peter's Wife's Mother kept her Bed, ſick 

| of a Fever. Jeſus being acquainted with it, went 

D to her, took her by the Hand, and rebuked the 

q Diſtemper, ſo that it left her immediately, and 
ſhe aroſe and helped to provide Neceſſaries for 

: them. The reſt of the Day, it being the Sabbath, _ 
ö he was free from the Multitude, till the Sun was 


ſet, which ended the Day according to the Feu: 
reckoning. But then, faith Mart, all the Cry 
were gathered about the door, bringing their Sick 


bling, to be reſcued from the Power of-the De- 
vil; and the evil Spirits were caſt: out of them, 
crying with a loud Voice that Jeſus wat the Son 
of God; whom he filenced, as he had done that 
in the Synagogue, and for the ſame Reaſon. 
All People thus flocking after him, the next 
Morning, that he might prepare himſelf for his 
intended Journey and Circuit about Galilee, he 
aroſe a great while before Day, and before his 
Diſciples were awake, or aware of it and re- 
tiring to a ſolitary Place, betook himfelf to his 
Prayers. Peter and the reſt, after ſome time miſ- 
ſing him, went out after him, and when they had 
found him, they told him that all Men were en- 
guiring for bim. Some think they were in Hopes 
that he would now ſet up a temporal Kingdom, 
and advance them in it. By this time alſo the 
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kim with much Importunity to make a longer 
©. | : 5 ? F 7 a Stay. 
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to be cured: And many Demoniacks came trem- 


People had diſcover'd where he was, and defired : 
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Stay amongſt them. But he-apſwer'd, that be 
| mai preach the Kingdom of God to other Cities al. 
[ fo, for therefore was be ſent. Thence he made 
a Progreſs about Galilee, in which little Province 
| Foſephms tells us there were 204 Cities and Towns, 
Where he preached the Goſpel in the Publick Sy- 
Dagognes, cured all Kinds of Diſeaſes, and caſt 
Out evil Spirits. St. Afarthew ch. iv. v. 24. par- 
ticularly mentions Demoniacks, Lunaticks, and 
' Paralyticks, as the principal Perſons he healed in 
this Journey; which ſpread his Fame throughout 
all Syria, and induced infinite Numbers out of 
many Provinces to follow him, viz. from Cali - 
lee, Decapolis, | Fudaa, Feruſalem, and the Coun- 
MENTS Farms: T . 
In this Progreſs a Leper, having heard: of the 
Fame of Jeſus, came to him, and caſt himſelf at 
His Feet, ſaying, Lerd, if thou. wilt, thou can ſt 
male me clean, Mark i. 40. A Prayer fo full of 
Faith and Humility moved our Saviour's Com- 
paſſion, who readily. anfwer'd him, I will; and 
Iaying bis Hand upon him, heal'd him, with theſe 
| Words, Be thow clean, Then he charged him 
[not to divulge his Cute, but to go to the Prieſt, 
and offer ſuch Things as the Law of Maſes pre- 
hl ſcribed, for an Acknowledgment of God's Mer- 
cy in-cleanfing him. The poor Wretch, over- 
joy'd with his Deliverance from ſo ſoul a Diſeaſe, 
could not contain himſelf; from publiſhing it; by 
which indiſcreet (though not ill- intended) Publi- 
cation, ſuch Crowds, of People came to fee and 
admire our Lord, that he could no more openly 
enter into Capernaum, leſt the Number of his 
n carry an Appearance of Sediti- 
on, and other Lepers coming to be heal'd of 


him, and mingling amongſt the Sound, ſhould. 
'- | cauſe great Iuconveniencies. He: retired therefore 
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to a deſart Place, and ſpent ſome time in Prayer: 
but he could not be long hid; the People ſoon 


found him ont, and came to bim from every quar- 8 


tea! 5 
Shortly aftes our Lord ceturn'd to Ca b 
to the Place of his uſual Reſidence and Lan 
which is probably thought to be St. Peter's Houle. . 
He came hither privately; but it was quickly 
known to ſo many, that there was no Room _ 
receive them. In the Houſe were many 
Perfons;” Phariſees and Doctors of the Law, ney 
Judea as well as Galilee, who had placed tbem- 
ſelves near him, narrowly to obſerve all his 
Words and Actions. Among the ſick, who wait- 
ed without to be healed; there was a Paralytick, 
ſo: very helpleſs, that four Men were forced to 
carry blen on his Bed or Couch: Who not finding 
room enough to pals through the Crowd, . 
contrived to go up to the Top of the Houſl 
uncover it, o as to let down the Bed by Cons 
into the Room vrhere our Lord was. ine 
well obferv'd by one, that we a to ſuppoſe 
this Houſe but a low Beilding ; ; that the Roof was 
flat, according to the Fews way' of Building, and 
the covering Board, or ſumething moveable with 
more ſafety to thoſe within, than our Tiles and 
Sintes; and that the Owner's (Peter's) Leave was 
obtalu d to uncover it; for certainly' in ſeeking ſo: - 
gteat a Favour 38 they did, they would be very 
cautious of giving Offence. The ſick Man bei 


thps conveyd befbre out Lord, he obſerv'd ö 
: ns, Faith and Perſwaſion of his Power to 


pat his Friends upon taking all this 
Pale; and therefore he graciouſly ſpeaks'to bm 
thus; San, be go ebeer; thy fins be for, 1 
theo; Mabrti; Ex- 2 in e, ng Koons that Jin is 
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not alike to all Sinners; and that the Welfare of 
our Souls is preferable to that of our Bodies. 
Now though our Lord only ſaid, Thy fins 
ie forgiven thee, as any Prophet might have ſaid. 


from God; yet the captious Scribes and Phari- 


ſees charged him in their Hearts with Blaſphemy. 
But he knowing their Thoughts, asked them, 


whether was eafier to ſay, Thy fut be forgiven 


thee ; or to ſay, Riſe up aud walk: It being indeed 
the ſame thing to ſay, thy Sins, that is, the tem- 
poral Puniſhments of them, are forgiven thee; 
and to ſay effectually, Be thou healed, or riſe up 
and walk; fince by being freed from the Diſeaſe, 
which was the temporal Puniſhment of Sin, 
tas manifeſt the Sin was thus far forgiven. But 


he tells them, he choſe to ſay the former, bat 


they might know that the Son of Man (his uſual 
humble Appellation of himſelf) hd power on earth 

10 forgive fins. But now, to give them a De- 

- monſtration of this Power, he bids the fick of the 

Palfie riſe, take up bis bed, and go to bis own 


hoxſe. The impotent Man immediately receiv'd 


Strength to do this, to the Aſtoniſhment of all. 
the Beholders, who with great Devotion glori- 
2_ God that had manifeſted ſuch Power upon 


— 


From this Place our Lord removed, as his Cu · 
ſtom was, to the Sea Side, where there was more 
Air and Room for the Multitude of People. As 
he paſſed along, he ſaw. a rich Publican, named 
Levi or Matthew, fitting in a Cuſtom-Houſe: 
near the Haven. The Publicans, or Collectors 
of the Tribute and Taxes impoſed by the Romans, 


were very odious to the Jeu, on account. of 


their Office, as is obſerv'd in the Life of St. Aſat- 
.  thew, Notwithſtanding this, our Lord, before. 
_ - the Phariſees and all the People, makes a. Stand 
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here, and in his uſunl way of calling his Diſciples,” 
bids him follow him. The People wonder'd' that 
a Maſter of ſo much Sanctity ſnould chuſe a Ser- 
vant of ſuch an infamous Employment; and no 
leſs, that a Man ſo intent upon his worldly Gain, 
ſhould at two Words ſpeaking forthwith throw 
up his Buſineſs, and enter into a religious Courſe” 
of Life. St. Late c. v. v. 19. relating this Hi- 
ſtory, adds that Levi made a great Entertainment 
for Chriſt in his own Houſe; which ſome think 
was at the time of his Voeation to be a Diſciple, 
But the learned Mr. Echard, with Cbemnitinn, 
Dr. Lightfoot, and 'ſeveral others, places that 4 
good while after. And it may here be noted once 
for all, that in this Account of our Lord's Fra- 
vels; Sermons, and Miracles in Galilee, the Evan 
geliſts, more intent; upon the Matter, than the 1 
Order of them, have left fome Uncertainty as to 
Time and Place; which hath given Qccation' to 9 
Chronologers and Harmoniſts to range them in a 
different Method. This Difference in Point of 
Time is a Matter of no great Moment, the Facts 
being the ſame. I chufe to go in that Track of 
Time which the aforeſaid Mr. Echard, a skilfull 
Guide, hath markt out in his Ecclefiaſtical Hi 
ſtory. 1 5 AI LIP 3 e e 3 
. een, BAY He Met 4 TR- „ 85 ASE 33 24% 
The two laſt mention'd Paſſages, viz. the heal- 
ing of the Paralytick, and the Diſcipling of the 
Publican, do exceedingly ſet forth the Glory and 
| Wiſdom of our Lord. In both he eminently de- 
clared his Power to forgive Sins; and that be 
came not to call the Righteous, thoſe that con- 
ceited themſelves to be ſuch, but Sinners, thoſe 
Who own'd themſelves to be ſuch, to Repentance. 
By his infinite Humility, Condeſcenſion, and Mercy. 
to the moſt deſpiſed Conditions of Men, he cor- 
| reds Phariſaical Pride, and encourages all Peni- 
EY „ -tents . 
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him; not breaking: the Aruiſad Reed, nar quenching. 
tbe ſmoaking flax. Bet above all, he illuſraes 
his truly divine Goodneſs, and Power of regene- 
_ rating Men's Hearts and Minds in this, that he 
did not fiod them, but make them fit for his Ser- 


vice. And the ſudden Change which he wronght 


in the Soul of this Publican, the powerful Turn 


Which be gave his Affections, from yiſible to in- 
_ Viſible, from Temporal to Eternal Things, was a 
1 the bodily Cute of Palſie, 
;eprofie, or any other Diſtemper Whatever: It 
being not altogether out of the Power of human 
Means to cure the natural Maladies of the Body; 
but God alone is the Phyſician of the Saul; to 


him only tis pofſible ſo to new create and refine - 


the Heart that is corrupted with the Love of this 
World, that it ſhall become fit for his own bea- 
JJ EE YO oF TT UTECSTELY 1 8 8 1 14 ; 
'O:God, the Protedior of all that truſt in thite, 
without whom nothing. is ſtrong, nothing. is 7 5 
that 
paſs 


- 


rereaſe and multiply wpon me thy Blalſing, th 


thou being my Ruler aud Guide, I may: jo paßt 


eng? Thing, Temporal, that I f eee e 
the 


- 


2 * o y hd : ? 
ther, for Jeſus Chriſt's ſake our Lord, Amen. 
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bings Eternal. Grant this, O heaven ly Fas 
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- tents in every State of Life, t come freely to 
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Our Lon n goes up to the Sacand Pass ov R 
after his Ba pYISNM. Hoe cures an impo- 
tent Man at the Pool of Betheſda, on the 
Sabbath, and anſwers the Jews Cavils a- 
n En. e 


Fter our Lord "had viſited the Cities and Vi- 
: | 


A lages of tee, t aght in their Synagogues, 
i | card” their Sick, N the Nobfeman' = 
6 Son of Capernaum and wrought divers other Mi?⸗- 
ny racles, the next Paſſover of the Fews now ab- 
85 roached, falling on the 28th of our Month 
Marel, io the 17th Year of the Rep of- Tihe- 
riuc, A. D. Gu being the ſecond. of thoſe Feaſts 
ſucceeding Chtiſt's Biptiſm. For the Celebrati- 
on of this Feaſt according to the Law, Teſs with 
his Diſciples went upto Jeruſalem: Whoſe Words 
and Actions. there, are particularly recorded by 
St. Foby, writing after the reſt of the Evangeliſts, | 
and ſupplying many Things omitted by, them. 
As ſoon then as he hath mention'd our Lord's 
appearing. at this Feaſt, he relates a miraculous 
Cure done by. him there, upon a poor. Wreten 
who had been lame and helpleſs for 38 Years paſt., 
The Story is this. In the Sonth-Ealt Quarter of 
Feruſalem, near the Sheep · Gate, and not far from 
the Temple, was a Pool or Pond, ſaid to have 
been firſt made by Sloman, for the waſhing and 
cleanſing af the Sacrifices, before they were car- 
8 ried to the 67 8 This, Water ſerving for 
. ſueh a holy Uſe, had a medicinal Virtue infuſed 
into it by the Operation of an Angel, who df er- 
Fain times deſcended and med tbe Waters. fever 
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" ſoever then firſt after the troubling of the Water * 
ſtept in, was made whole f whatſoever Diſtemper d 
be bad. At this Pool was a Building called ; 9h 

T Fheſda, or tbe Honſe ef Mercy, conſiſting of five 
- Porticos, for the Reception of the Blind, Laine, 
and diſtemper'd of all Sorts, who lay there wait- 
ing for the moving of the Waters. It is 
uncertain at what time this extraordinary Mo- 
tion firſt began; but ſome learned Men do ra- 
tionally conceive that it was not long before our 
Saviour's Appearance, and was a Preſage of his 
near Approach, and perhaps a Type of the ſaluta- 

ry Water of Baptiſm. It was on a Saturday, or 
Fews Sabbath, that our Lord viſited this Hoſpital ; 
and ſeeing the Impotent Man aforeſaid lying in 
2 a deplorable Condition, and approving of him as 

a fit Object of his Mercy, he queſtion'd him a- 
bout his Infirmity, and how'it came to pals that 
he was not cured as well as others. The poor 

Man anſwer'd him, Sir, [have no man, when the 
water it troubled, to put me into the Pool: but 
while I am making towards it, another who is 
ſtronger or better affiſted than my ſelf, eps in 
before me. Our Lord without more-ado, ſurpri- 
zes him with a merciful cute, by bidding him 
Riſe, take up his bed and wall. Upon pronoun- 

eing theſe Words the Man had perfect Vigour in 
his Limbs, and did as he was commanded. But 
the Fews thereabout, ſeeing a Man carry his 

Bed on the Sabbath Day, on which they held it 
irreligious to bear any Burthen, call'd out to 

him tÞ ſet it down. The Man plainly anſwer'd 

them, He that made me whole, bid me take up my 
bedandwalk,juſtly concluding,that he who could | 
1 wonderfully do the firſt, had Power to diſpenſe 
= with che latter, The Jews then demanded of him, 
=_ - who that was? But the Man being A to 
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him, could not tell his Name; neither could he 
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diſcover him by Si 
himſelf from that Place. 8 
Not long after our Lord found this Man in 
the Temple, where *tis preſumed he was rendring 
his Thanks for his Recovery; and took that Op- 
portunity to exhort him to Amendment of Life, 
leſt ſome worſe Puniſpment ſhould be inflicted on 
bim; intimating that ſome extraordinary Crime 
had caus'd this. The Man, without any malicious 
Purpoſe, - we may imagine, but thinking to ad- 
vance the Honour and Reputation of his Bene- 
factor, went and told thoſe who had enquired 

of him before, that it was Feſws who had been 
the Author of his Cure. Upon this they violent- 
ly proſecuted him before the great Sanbedrim, as 
a Prophaner of the Sabbath. Feſws, in Defence 
of what he had done, pleaded the Example of his 
heavenly F ather, who did work continually, in 
= doing = 


ght, for Jeſus had withdrawn 


good and watching over Men for their 
© Preſervation, as well on the Sabbath as on other 
Days: and that he only imitated him in what 
Che had done. This Anſwer was worſe reſent⸗ 
ed by the Court, than the Treſpaſs they charged 
him with, becauſe by bit thas calling God his Fa. 
ther, be made himſelf equal with God: Which E- 
quality had the Fews miſcollected from our Lord's 
Words, as the Arians ſay they did, doubtleſs our 
Lord or the Eyangeliſt would have reflected on - 
it, a et us rim jn tt... 8 
But FJeſut well knowing that his time was not 
yet come of being deliver'd into their Hands, pro- 
ceeds in a free and excellent Diſcourſe, to prove 
his divine Authority and Miſſion from Heaven; 
| That though according to bis Office be could do n 
thing without the Concurrence and Cooperation: of 
bis Father; yet ſo great was bir "Father's wart | 
© HRT | | 
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um, that he | committed all power to him, 10 
om and t0 judge the warts tht all men 775 
pay the ſame divine honours to bim af they did to 
#he Father. Then he ſolemuly aſſur'd them, That 


_ © execy one who heard his Words, and beliey'd 


that God had ſent him, ſhould never be con- 
* demn'd, but was paſſed from Death unto Life: 
And that they who matvell'd at his preſent mi. 
6 .xaculous Cures, ſhould heteafter ſee greater Ef. 
fects of his Power, in a general ReſurreQion 
© of the Dead; and a. Diſtribution of Rewards 
and Puniſhments, according to the Sentence he 
* ſhou'd paſs upon them, That in all this he 
* ſought not his own Glory, nor ſtudied-aby par- 
© ticular.Ends of his own, but to fulfil the Plea- 
© ſuce of him that ſent bim. After out Lord had 
_ © thus-courageovſly aſſerted the Dignity and Au- 
* thority of his Perſon before the Sanhedrim, he 
4 proceeded to confirm what, he had ſaid, by ſer 
1 Vera! undeniable. Teſtimonies, as firſt that of 
Jabs ihe Baptiſt, to tulbem, ſays he, ye nns be. 
ing then ſatisty'd. ef his Holineſs and T ruth, 
dend be bare witneſs of me, But ſeoondly, that there 
Was greater Evidence, of his Veracity in che 
Miracles that he wrought, which e 
had canfeſſed none could do, except God wer 
+ with bim. Tbirdly, his Heavenly F her had 
_ +. procleim'd bim hie Son by. an audible Voice at 
his Baptiſm and J'ransfiguratiop.  Fouxthly, 
* the Holy Scriptures, that is, the Writings 
Ales and the Prophets, 9 7 they. all allow 
to be the Rule of Eternal Life, did abundantly 
.teſtifie of him. Notwithſtanding all theſe Wit- 
F beser, be telle tem, they Would not beliere, 
_ ©, por. come to im for Life, becauſe theꝝ were 
Jamditious, aud more zeslaus of worldly Eſteem, 
e | JNILILU= 


4 


* 


23 0s . „„ „ 171 


7 SAF ca B AF T7 -» 


r 8 * 


part II. Our Lau Juzvs CRAIS r. wg 


Iaſtitution. which was not to ſeek Honour from 
Men. That far this reaſon, while they tejested 


| him who came in great Humility, and preach». 
| > Rope and Vanities: ofthe World, | 


ed ogainſt.th 

they would hereafter. receive Sadugers and Im- 
poſtors, who hed nothing of the Evidenees of 
© the Meſſiah, which he had, meerly upon their 
© undertaking to deliver them from a foreign 
© Power, and to raiſe them to be the great Mo- 
* narchs of the World. Laſtly, he concludes with 
+ an Appeal to the Teſtimony of their great Pro. 
phet Adoſes; Do wot think, ſays he, th I will 
accuſe yam to the Father ; there ii one that accnſath 
you, ever Moſes, in whom ye truſt. For bad ge he- 
lieved Maſes, ye would have believed me; for he 
wrote of me. But if ee not bus Writings, 
bow ſhall ye believe my Wards? | 
Wy wg | _ 2 of Mine 
againit the Fes, charging bim with prophaning 
the Sabbath by curing the Paralytick, and bidding 


him carry his Bed on that Day; and with Bla& 


phemy, in calling God his Father, ſo as to make 
himſelf equal with him. What Effect it had up- 
on his Accuſers and Judges, we are not told; 


but from che Evangeliſt's Silence we may con- 
clude, that they were not able to teſiſt the clear 


Evidence and Strength of his Neaſonings. 
Two other Occaſions ſoon offer'd themſelwes. 


for bis Adverfaries to accuſe him with Breach of 

the Fourth Commandment, | The firſt happen 4 
on the very next Sabbath, Maze. xii. Luke viel. 
when Jeſus with his Diſciples paſſiug through 
ſome Corn- fields near the City, the Diſciples be- 


ing very hungry, pluckr ſome Ears of Corn 48 


they went glong, andrubbing them in their Hands 
| Fhis Liberty was indulged: 1 


did eat the Gr 
the Law to any Fews walking through th 


. 
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Nieighbours Vineyard or Field ; Dent. Triii. 24, 25; 
ben thou comeſt into thy Neighbour's Vineyard, 
then thou mavſt eat Grapes thy fill, at ti 1 ure; 

but thou ſhalt not put any in thy Veſſel. When 

. *Fhou comeſt into the ſtanding Corn of 12 Neighbour, 
'- then thou mayſt pluck the Ears with thine band; 
. but thou ſale not move 'a Sickle unto thy Neigb- 
| Bous landing Corn. And therefore the Phariſees 
do not pretend that the Diſciples committed any 
Robbery. or Injury againſt Man; but they ſuper- 
ſtitiouſly included this inconſiderable Action in 
the Notion of Work, and made it a Breach of 
the Sabbath. But our Saviour demonſtrates -to 

_ them, firſt, by that Action of David, 1 Sam. XXI. 6. 
| who in an urgent Caſe of Neceſſity was allow'd 
dy Abimelech the High-Prieſt to eat the Shew- 

| bread which was conſecrated, and ſtrictly ſpeaking 
might not be touched by any but the Prieſts; that 
for the neceſſary Preſervation of Life, the Rigovr 
of the Law may be ſometimes abated and diſpen- 
Ted with: And, ſecondly,” he ſhews them, - that 
even inthe plain Letter of the Law, all ſorts of 
bodily Labour were not forbidden on the Sabbath; 
and he-inſtances in the Prieſts, who were not on- 

Jy allow'd, but obliged to repair the Fire on the 
Altar, and kill and prepare the Sacrifices on that 
Day. If they pretended that the Temple juſtified 
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. ſuch Actions, much more might He, who was 72 
. greater than the Temple, joſtify what his Diſci- . 
| 1 ples had done. But if they had well weighed MW, r 
1 God's Words in the Propber, Hoſea vi. G. I chuſe . 
| | - Adercy rather than Sacrifice, they would not have The 
#11 been ſo forward to condemn the Innocent, and . K 
i! lea no: room; for Charity and Mercy on this & 
| | Day by an hypocritical ſtraining of religious Cere- . 

monies: That they inverted the Order of things, . 


In that they would have Man made for the Sab- I ** 
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bath, whereas the Sabbath Was made for Man. 
And laſtly, that the Son of Man is Lord even of 
the Sabbath Day, and ſo may lawfully command 
or permit Nhat he pleaſes to be done upon it. 
other on the ſame Subject. Out Lord being re- 
turn'd from Jeraſalem into Galilee, went imto the 
dynagogue, probably at Capernaum, and taught. 
Among his Auditors was a Man whoſe tight 
Hand was wither'd and mortifſied, who no doubt 
was applying to Chtiſt for Cure. There were 
ſome of the Scribes and Phatiſees preſent, not 
ont of any good Deſign, but to catch at ſomething 
in Chriſl's Behaviour, for Which they might aceuſe 
him. They took this Opportunity to ask him, 


* 


Whether he held it cunfiſtewt, with the Comma 

ment. zo: heal on tbe Seventh Day, the Day ef Reſt, 
He knowing their malicious. Intentions,” order'd 
the lame Man to ſtand up, ſo as:to be ſeen of all 
the Aſſembly. Then he demanded of the Que- 
tilſts, Mbat they thought was: moſt lawful on the 
Sabbath, to do Good or Evil, i ſave a Man by 4 
ſeaſonable Cure, or to deſtroy bim by neglecting him: 
To which they peing ſilent, not only to ſet him 
zo forward in his purpoſe, but becauſe they knew 
not What ſafely to anſwer; he demanded. farther, 
i who among them having one Sheep fallen into 


a Pit on the Sabbath, Would not go forthwith 
and pluck ic out, notwithſtanding. the Day? How - 


* much more valuable is a Man's Life and Wel- 7 


fate than that of a Sheep? And thus when he 


had lockt round about upon them with Auger, 


being .grieved for the hardneſs of their Hearts, 


che only bid the Man ſtreteh forth his Hand, 


© which he had no ſooner done, but it was made 


© whole as the other. It ſeems ſomewhat hard 
here o 
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corporal: Work. Our Lord did nothing; he on. 
$ bid the Man ſtretch' forth his Hand ; and who 
May not do this en the Sabbath; without an 
Fault? Yet theſe malicious Men reſolv'd * at- 
tteempt his Life for it: And that they m icht the 
deter accompliſh their Deſigu, they join'd with 
thoſe State Sectaries the Herodiant, though per- 
fectly oppoſite in Principles. But Fea; diſcover. 
ing their inpious Defigns, withdrew himſelf with 
His Diſviptes to 'the Sea de, being follow'd by 
rear Muldrudes ; inſomuch that he order d 
As Dieter to wal with a ſmall Veſſel at tile 
Shot, that he migtit not be too much oppreſs*d 
with" them. In this Confluence of People he 
heal'd aburidance of Diſtempets, and difpolſel'd 
knpure Spirits, who falling proſtrate before him, 
loudty'proctaim'd him the Son of God. Bar out 
Tord wür great Humility commanded their Si- 
lence in wiſe point; accompliſhing, as St. Alar- 
teu takes notice, thoſe Words of Tfaiab: Bebold 
: Ser vnn whom IT bave choſen, my Beloved, in 
h my Soul is arligbred; 1 will inſpire him with 
n Spun and be Pall proclaint Fuſtice to the Gen- 
tler. He hall not be Sheen} nor loud in the 
Siegers; a brutifed Reed be ſhall wot Itrat, and the 
4 * be Hull ot quench,” till be renders 
eus : att: Art the Gentiles Hull truſt 
Name, Mitt, xi7. 18. quoted from'[ſaiabxlii, 
75 "All which truly tepteſented' the quiet, 1 
: and meele Temper of the M²eſffh. 


= 1 thoſe" ſs Quiet bien the N 5d with 
_ the Sabbath, we (ee * the very 
N g po erftition and Hypocrifie; thiyffrai'd 
1 On, 5 he churtzes them in mother place, 
\ 8 % cel A Cumel; they wrete ſd tetiacious 
WT gfflitie frivolous Obſetyatices which they hae 
| —_— as Tradition, as not to recede from them 
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for the moſt. needful Works of Charity and Mer- 
cy. But their Sovles were. but pretended, to 
cover their NE. Malice. They could not be 
ſeriouſly. per ſwaded, that an Ox or an Aſs was 
more worthy of Care than a Man; but they re- 
ſolyed to oppoſe Chriſt, and urged Sabbath: break - 
ing as a handle for it. And with the like Trim- 
ming and Varniſh, they dreſt up the reſt of theit 
baſe and barbaraus Actions. As when chey gave 
Money to the Traitor Judas for the Lift of his 
Maſter, no Scruple was made of that: But when 
Judas, out of Horror and Remorſe, throws the 
Money at their Feet, with a plain Confeſſion, that 
be bad betray'd innocent Blood, they would hot put 
it into the reaſury by any means, beesuſt it was 
nuhalloww d, it was the Pri e of Blood; but au 
this did not quepch their Thirſt after Bl5od nr 
top, their malicious roſecution of our Lord. 
Again, when they had deliver'd him up to Pave, 
they would. not enter themfelyes into the Judge 
ment Hall, for. fear of incurring, an Itregulitity, 
leſt .they. ſhould be defiled; for they muſt next 
2 keep the e the great aud extradtdindry 
abbazÞ. But. nade. no Conſcience: of Tab- 
— falls Wine Jeſus, and ftirrt 
up the eople to ery Cre him, 3 
lum. Hrre was a mi 55 tit about the Borders | 


and Ftinges of the Lay, While the vita Parts 

were never minded, We may hence collet - 

Os Rule for the Government of our Con- 
ness, 114 
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12 _ The Evangelical Hiftory of Fart II. 
_ thine: Houſe hath eaten me up; yet if we cannot 

._ _ ſay with him in another place, I have 'a reſpett 
ants. all thy Laws, we cannot be acquitted from 
Hardneſs of Heart, and that grievous Perverſe- 
[neſs of doing our own Will, rather thau the 
Will of him whom we call Lord and Maſter: 

We do. but prevaricate with him, when we call 

our ſelves his Servants, and mean no more by 
Obedience, than the obeying of oor own Luſts. 
2, With regard to the Conſciences of others, 
we are warranted by the Example of Chriſt in the 

8 Caſes aforeſaid, to do our Duty notwithſtanding 

_ their Scruples. Indeed in matters wholly indiffe- 
rent, and wherein we are at our dyn diſpoſal, 
We ought to have a charitable regard to the Scru- 
les of 6thers, ax St, Pau had, who leid, Be/b 
re offence to bis Brother, 'he'would never eat it. 
Bat when the Nature and Reaſon of things re- 
_— -— quires us to act, or we are under the juſt Com- 
mands of our Superiors, we are not to be ſtighten'd 

dy the Clamours of ſerupulous or querulous Men: 
For in ſuch Caſes the ſame Apoſtle ſays, I plea- 

fed Men, I ſhould not be the Servant of Chriſt; 

- who. himſelf was not hinder'd by the Phariſees 
Odjections, from extending his Goodneſs to heal 
on the Sabbath. It may be Hardneſs of Heart, 

or baſe 'Hypocrifie; which is at the bottom o 

2 Jack ObjeQions; but be it meer Weakneſs or 
"Ignorance, or any fort of miſguided Zeal what 
ever, ſo long as our way is plain before us; we 

- are not to turn to the right Hand or to the leff 
from acquitting our ſelves like obedient ane 

_ Faithful Servants, "Their Hardneſs of Heart muſl 
Vs Otherwiſe affect us, than to move dur Pity-and 
Compaſfion for them, with our beſt Endeavou 
do ſet them tight. But we have no Authority t 
— * colplimentibem wich the negleR of out bougder 
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Duty, for feat of offending them in the Exerciſe. 
of it. In ſo doing we ſhould really offend God 
and good Men, and more confirm the obſtinate 


or miſtaken in their Ercors.  —_ 


O God, who haſt ſet apart one Day in ſeven for 
Man's budily Reſt, that he might be more at leiſure 
to uttend thy Worſhip, and tbe Concerns of his Soul; 

rant me Grace always to ſpend this Day. in Godly 
ee ee both pablick and priuate, and in relieving. 
the diſtreſſed, and 2 all Works of Charity and. 
Mercy. And fince the Bleſſing of Man's Redempti- 
on, which we Chriſtians commemorate on this Day, 
exceeds that of the Creation celebrated by the Jews; 
let my Righteouſneſs and Piety at this Seaſon pro- 
portionably exceed theirs; ſo that finally I may come 
4% the place, of everlaſiing Reſt and Refreſhment, 
through Feſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 
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The Er. xc rIoN of the TweLys ArosTLEs, 


by 


»._CHRisT's Sermon inthe Mount. 


| APO VE a Year and a quarter after our Savi- 

41 our's Baptiſm, and above four Months after 

his ſolemn Entrance upon his Miniſtry, | and the 
Impriſonment of Jobn the Baptiſt, he reſolv'd to 

elect certain Perſons to be ſpecial Witneſſes of 

his Actions and Diſcourſes, - and after his Aſcen- 

ſion to be his Vicegerents upon Eacth;-Founders 

of his Church, avd Propagators of his Goſpel. 
Purſuant to this Deſign he retired to a ſolitary - 
Mountain, not many Miles from Capernaum, com ——  - 
monly called be owns. e Chriſt, where he con 
tinged-all Night in ene ee Preparatory - ">: £2 
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be Evangelical He of Fart Il. 
we great Work be was about; herein ſetting an 
5 excellent Example to the Biſhops and Paſtors of 
dais Church, how to proceed in Matters of like 
=_ Importance. Next Morning, out of his many 
Diſeiples and Followers he - choſe Twelve, ac- 
| cording to the Number of the Patriarchs and 
Tribes of Jae/. Thefe he called AroSTLES, 
hat is, Ipecial Me tor Axrbeſſadors; an Or- 
. tvgbeſt Rank and Authority, and in- 
veſted with the greateſt: Privileges: ot any other i in 
«he Church of Chriſt. 

This Election was made (as is conjeQured) 
about the time of the Feaſt of Pexvrecoſt : A time 
.antiently remarkable for the Promulgstion of the 
Law at Mount Sinai, and afterwards for ſending 

down the Holy Ghoſt upon the Apoſtles. And 
the Perſons elected were thefe following. 1. Si. 
mon the Son of Jonab, whom Feſus named Peter, 
then a Fiſherman of Betſaida, afterwards an In- 
habitant of Capernaum. He is generally acknow- 
ledg'd to be the eldeſt of all the Apoſtles, and at 
leaſt ten Years older than our Lord himſelf, 
2. Azdcew, Peters younger Brother, of the ſame 
Town and Employment, and formerly a Diſciple 
of Fobz Baptiſt, as Peter is reaſonably ſuppos'd 
20 have been. 3. Fames, Surnam'd the Great, Son 
| If Zebedre and Salome, a Fiſherman of Beabſaida, 
| and. Partner with Peter and Andrew. 4. Jobs, 
unger Brother to James, and ſome time Diſ- 
eiple to the Baptiſt. Theſe two, in ſome degree 
a kin to- Our Lord, were by him Surnamed Boa- 
merges, or Sons of Thunder, in regard of their ex- 
-traordinary.Zeal and Courage. 5. Philip, an In- 
nNMNuadſtant alſo of Bechſaida, a F i enen and mar- 
tied, as tis believ'd; he had the Honour of being 
est "calld by our Lord, G. Bartholomew, moſt 
on the 3 Naan formerly ons 
e tion 2 
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tion d; Bar-Tholomexs ſignifying only the Son of 
Tholomaws ; - an Inhabitant of Causa in Galilee, . 
Fig to have been ſtudied in the Fewsf 
thew, call'd alſo Levy, Son of OT 
2 cich Publican of Ceperneuys, but ſaid to have 
been born at Nazareth. $. Thomas, call'd alſo Di. 
«dymas, that is, a Zain, 8 Galilean of mean Parents, 
nppos'd to be a Fiſherman. 9. James, Surnamed 
x che. ſe, Son of Alphers or Chopbar and Mary, 
german, if not Siſter, to the Bleſled View 
8 upon which account, according to the Fewifo 
Gaſton, he is often call'd, be Brother: of our 
10. Jims, diſtinguiſhed from Simow Peter, 
by the Surname of Cangxite, from Cane the ſup- 
poſed place of his Birth ; and likewiſe. call'd Ze 
leres, from the Seft he was of, 11.' Fadas, moſt 
commonly call'd Fade, and ſometimes Thaddexs 
and Een a married Man, Brother to James 
the Leſs, — Kinſman to our Lord. 12. Jadar 
Iſcariot, or a Man of Kerieth, an aneient place of 
Jadæa: Of his Parentaye and Employment we 
have no account; but for his betraying his Maſter, 
he is ſtigmatiz ed to all Generations by the Name 
of Traitor. 
Thus low did our Saviont lay the Foundation 
of his Church, in Perſons of no human Learning, 
Policy, or Fortune in the World, ignorant at that 
— — of What they were to do, aud chiefly. — 
F temporal Preferments and Adv 
et theſe Galileays, the moſt deſpiſed. part o = 
moſt deſpiſed Nation, were the Men pickt out 
to reform the. Errors of a conceited. and proud 
non, £0 Fopionnd the Wiſdom of ſabtle 
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there was no reaſon to expect that in any Age 
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| Intely neceſſary for ſo difficult and unpromiſing 

an Enterprize as the -firſt -preaching of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion was. But how infinitely ſuperior 
is the Wiſdom of God to the Policy of Man! 
Chriſt did not only prefer the meaneſt Inſtruments 
to this his Service, but he was pleasꝰ d to take in one 


to their Number, who, he knew, would prove 


a Villain and a Traitor; and even committed the 
common Stock. to his Charge, though he knew 
Him tobe a Thief and a Robber. Which happen- 
ing in ſo ſmall a Number, and thoſe of our Lord's 
own chuſing, may abundantly ſatisfy us, that in 
he ſpreading of the Chriſtian Church afterwards 
it, the Miniſters ſhould be all true and faithful to 
«heir Maſter's Service. The Faultineſs of their 
'Manners ought to be no Objection againſt the 
Truth of their Doctrine. And foraſmuch as 7. 
dat, whoſe falſe Heart was known before-hand 
to his Lord, was equally in Commiſſion with the 


Ather Apoſtles to preach the Goſpel, and do other | 


Offices of the ſacred Miniſtry ; this is an unde- 


niable Argument, that the Efficacy of the Word 


and Sacraments depends not upon the perſonal 
SanQity or Worthineſs of him who adminiſters 
them, but 8 the Lawfulneſs of his calling to 
\ That faered Orcer- aud Oc 5 5 4 c4s 
After the Election of the Twelve Apoſtles, our 
Lord bleſſed a great Number of Demoniacks and 
diſeaſed Perſons with miraculous Cures, giving 
Relief to all who touched him, by means of an 
extraordinary Virtue that proceeded from him. 
And ſeeing a greater Concourſe about him than 
exer he had before, he tock this occaſion, in the 
Way of his Prophetick Office; to preach to tet 
the moſt pure and perfect Will of God, contain? 


e 
„ 8 of ele ** 
* - + 
. » s 


— 


* * ww 3 h A y ; - 'F. N 22 4 £ * $ 
1 ING * : 1 4 os 
in the fifth, fixth and ſeventh Chapters: of St, Aus- 
=". I * 8 1 x” £3 ot 1 £3 et £7 FS IF OF. OR * ＋ * m—_ : % (3 #£ X87 
* Th * 3 * 4 i . oP 48 * wk * 2 = 5,8 » 2 * * hew, 
"4 4 þ * „ 0 
8 5 F W * 2 * — 


45 W * „ 


7 


Pl 


OY OE 


| 
| 
8 
1 
: 
r 
e 
d 
e 
G5 
— 
d a 
ll 
'S 
0 
Ir 
d 
8 
n 
1 
e 
1 
Pe 


Part ll. Our Lord JI Es us CHRTSTr. 125 


thew. This Sum of the Evangelical Law, was 
deliver'd from a Hill or Eminence of Ground; 
and therefore is commonly call'd the Sermon upon 
the Mount. It begins with the Eight Beatitudes, 
as they are commonly call'd, that is, Bleſſings 
pronounced to the poor in Spirit, to pious Moxr- 
ners, to the ſeek, to thoſe who hunger and thirſt 


after Righteouſneſs, to the Merciful, to the pare in 


Heart, to the Peace-makers, and laſtly to thoſe 
who ſuffer for Righteouſneſs ſake. _ 5 

Under this and the following Heads, ſome have 
ſupplied this Sermon in- St. Mattheu from the 
ſixth Chapter of. St. Lake; though others are of 
Opinion that zhat. in St. Lake was a diltin& Ser- 
mon, preached at another time, and to different 
Auditors. However | fhall follow the method 


of thoſe who mix them, and obſerve that in Late 


vi. 24. after the Beatitudes follow four Woes :. 
Jo thoſe who are rich, and place all their-Con« 


* ſolation in ſuch a Condition: To the Full, who 
© have. no hungering after ſpiritual things: To 
©. thoſe who are overmuch addicted to Mirth and 


| +. Jollity: And to ſuch as ſtudied above all things 
to gain the Favour and Applauſe of the World. 


_ © He next; teacheth his Diſciples, that they are 
< the, Salt and Light of the World, deſign'd to 
© reforni- the corrupt Manners, and to illuminate 
© the dark Minds of Men; that they ought there- 
fore to be pure and holy themſelves, to give the 
© greater Force and Reputation to their Doctrine; 
© and. to make themſelves ſuch ſhining Examples 
© of good Works, that Men might acknowledge 
them, and glorify God for them. He thence 
©. proceeds to correct the falſe Interpretations 
© which-the Jeuiſb Doctors had made of the Mo- 
© ral: Law; firſt ſolemnly declaring, that he came 


not x0. deſtroy one ane Tittle of the Law or 


OF 
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* the Prophets, but to fulfil and raiſe them to their 
© utmoſt Perfection, by deducing à Righteouſtieſs 
from them; far more Spiritual and Divine than 
ly _— the Scribes and Phariſees taught or praQi- 

| 3 5 | 3 bs 
| To begin with the Commandment againſt 
_ * Murder; they underſtood it to reſtrain only the 
| ** ontwardAQ, and that he who committed it waz 
d Gül iadle to Death by the Sword. But Chriſt 
© ſhewsthat this Law prohibits all degrees of un- 
© juſt Anger; and that God's Puniſhment of the 
© loweſt was equivalent to that which they ordi- 
© narily inflicted for Murder: That of the ſecond 
* degree, as calling a Man Rasa, or worthleſs Fel- 
© low, was anfwerable to the grand Sanhedrim's | 
Judgment, Stoning : That of the higheſt; as pto- 
* nouncing a Man Pool, or rather Reprobate, was 


d anſwerable to their higheſt Puniſhment, the Fire 
in the Valley of Z:»nom. Therefore, if there 


be any Differences between Mey, no religious 

« Worthip muſt He offer'd to God befote # Re- 

© conciliation is effected, or at leaſt endeavonr'd 

© by the offending Parry. Secondly, for ie Law 

< agsinſt Adultery, which according to the Seribes 

and Phariſees did only forbid the gtofs AA, Je- 

© ſas extends i to afl lafciviens Glanees of the 
Eyes, and all anchaſte Defires of the Heatr; af- 

4 « firming that whoſoever loofeth on Non to Inſt 
Ez after her, hath committed Adultery with her al- 
© ready in bis Heart. And that therefore it was 
Mens lIutereſt to eut off all Occaſions of Sin, and 
© to mortify carnal Luſts, though they were as 
< dear ta them as a right Eye or right Hand; it 
< being inütitely better to endure a Title momen- 
© tary Pain in the want of thefe Pleaſures here, 
© than to ſuffer for them in Hell Fire to all Eter- 
S vity hereafter, That Marriage, when once ſo- 
„ e © lernnized, | 
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© lemnized, is religiouſly to be preſerv d, though: 
« ſome Grains of Diſcretion and Foreſight were 


wanting in the contracting of it; this Yoke be- 


© ing not to be thrown off for any Offence, ex- 
© cepting the Uncleanneſs of one of the Parties. 
And that even then they were not preſently. to 
* clap up other Marriages, more agreeable to their 
new Affections and Amours. This the Diſciples 
* at another time (not yet accuſtom'd to ſuch 


_ © (tei& Rules) thought ſo hard, that they (aid, If 


© the caſe were ſo, it were better for a Man not to 
* zaarry at all, Matt. xix. 10, kg. 


From hence he proceeds to. conſider the caſe 
© of Swearing ; in which he obſerves ſome Liber- 

© ties which were grown into Faſhion among. 
+ them, contrary to the Intention of the Divine 
© Law, and that Reverence which was due to the 
© ſacred Name and Majeſty of God, In which 
point he inſteucts them, that the Precept con- 
* cerning an Oath, Levit. xix. 12. and Deut. vi. 13. 
© viz. that tbey ſhould wot forſwear themſelves, hut 
ſhould. porform uno the Lord their Oaths, did 
© not allow them a liberty to ſwear whenever 

they ſpake the Truth; but prohibited Swearing 


TY in all e444 xg Converſation and Deali a one 
© with: another, whether by the Name of God, 


© or of any of his Creatures; that therefore they 
+ ſhould ordiaarily uſe no other Forms of Speech, 


than plain Affirmations or Denials; endeavour- 
© ing to maintain their Truth and Sincerity ſo 
well, that they might be credited upon their 


© Words as much as their Oaths. Then he com- 
© ments upon the Law of Retaliation, Exod. ri. 
24. Deus. xix. 19, 21. which allow'd the Party 
© who bad been injuriouſly aſſaulted by another, 
© tothe loſs of an Eye, a Tootb, c. to go to the 
Tiber the Aggr ſor ſhould be 

S TE puniſhed 
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_* puniſhed with the like Loſs: But he commands 
them to forbear ſuch Retaliations, and rather to 
© ſuſtain double Injuries, as two Blows inſtead of 
© one, and the Loſs of the Cloak as well as the 
Coat, than to triumph in ruinous Severities, and 
the Execution of fanguinary Laws. That when 
© a necefſitous Perſon wanted to borrow of them, 
they ſhould ſometimes lend him without Inte- 
_ © reſt, and even give up the Principal too, in caſe 
© he were not able to repay them. And whereas 
Eto the Law of loving our. Neighbour, the Jews 
© had falſely added a Clauſe of their own, making 
© 'it lawful 7 hate Enemies; our Lord reQifies 
* this Corruption, injoining his Diſciples to love 
their Enemies, to bleſs, to pray for, and to do 
Good to thoſe very Perſons who hated and per- 
* ſecuted them; that fo they might reſemble their 
© heavenly Father, who ſhower'd down the com- 


mon Bleſſings of Life upon the worſt as well 
< as the beſt ſort of Men. But if they were 


Kkind and beneficent only to their Friends, and 
© ſuch as would recompenſe them, what extra- 
© ordinary Goodneſs was that? Even the Publi- 
* cans and Sinners did as much. Therefore they 

© ought to aim higher, even at the perfect Charity 
* and Goodneſs of their merciful Father in Hea- 


T3 « - 


ee thus cortected the reigning Sins of the 
Age, which were countenanced by corrupt Gloſ- 


ſes of the Law, he comes next to ſpeak of the 
true Eſſence and Virtue of good Works, ſhewing 


that the Intention of the Heart is ſuch to moral 


Actions, as the Eye is to the whole Body; 
© and that they are pure or ſinful, according as the 
© Intention is good or evil, after the ſame man- 
N as the Body is light or dark, according as 
£ the Eye is clear or blind. Firſt therefore be 
1 1 5 8 


© teaches 
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£ teaches us, that to make Alms-giving a Virtues - 
« we muſt: not ſtudy to draw the Eyes of the 


* 


World upon us, like the vain-glorious Phariſees, 


« who affected to diſpenſe their Alms in the moſt 
« publick places, and with the greateſt Noiſe and 
c Oſtentation, that they might gain the Praiſes of 


the People; this was the Reward they aim'd at, 


* 


and all they were like to receive. But thoſe 


c Almſgivers who wou'd be accepted of God, 


* 


and rewarded by him, ſhould be ſo. private, as 


« (if it might be) one Hand ſhould not know what 


— 


c was done by the other: And then God who 


« ſeeth in ſecret, will recompenſe them in publick. 
« Secondly, in our Prayers, we muſt not think 


that the Virtue of them conſiſts in a multitude - - 


« of Words, as if we ſhould be heard for our much 


< ſpeaking, or God wanted frequent Repetitions -- 


wo 
ms | 


to make him underſtand and regard us. But 
our Prayers muſt conſiſt of ſuch Petitions as we 
are ſure are pleaſing to God; for Deliverance - 
from Evil, eſpecially from the Evil of Sin; for 
« ſach a Portion of outward good things, as he 


Glory, and an entire Reſignation to his Will in 


all things: And they maſt be offer'd up in Faith, 


© Hope, and Charity to our Brethren. And in the 
© Exerciſe of our Devotions we mult not affect 


Popularity, as the Scribes and Phariſees. did; 
but conſider our ſelves: both at Church and at 


_— 
* 


« ſees convenient for us; with a Preference of his 


4 


Home, as in the Preſence of God, who ſees in 


© ſecret, and when duly reverenced and regarded, 
will not fail to convince us by bleſſed Effects, 
< that he hears uns. 55 

Thirdly, when we afflict our ſelves by Faſt- 


ing, in order to mortify out ſinful Luſts, and 


© ayert the Diſpleaſure of the Almighty, our Lord 


+ bids-us beware of an hypoccitical affected Sad- 
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* neſt, like that of the Phariſees, who uſed ſome- 
thing to difeolour their natural Completion, 
that the World might rake notice of it, and 
think they did very ſevere Pehance. On the 
© contrary, his Command is, that we appear then 
© as we do at other times, and ſatisfy our ſelves 
_ © with the Approbation of God, and Teftimony 
* of our own Gonſcienees, in this as well as the 
former Duties. x | 
After this he preſſes the great Duty of Con- 
© tEentthent and Moderation it! our Defites of 
© worldly things, exhorting us to deſpiſe earthly 
_ © Treafures, which are liable to Corruption, and 
oſten in the Power of Robbers, in compariſon 
* of the immortal and unäalienable Bleſſings of 
© Heaven, which alone are worthy Objects of out 
© Cate and Affections. That we cannot love theſe 
- © things together in an intenſe degree, ahy more 
© than we can ſerve two Maſters of contrary In- 
© terefts and Commands, at one and the ſame 
time. That therefore we ought to adhere to 
© one, and to value things according to their real 
© Dignity and Worth, as Lift more than Meat, 
0 and the Body more than Raiment. As for Food, 
«© we may obſetve the Fowls of the Air, how 
© providentially they are fed, though they take no 
_ , © Pains for it; but we are much dearer to God 
e than they ;, fo much, that the very Hairs of our 
1 Ffead are all number d; no cauſe therefore have 
a we to diſtruſt his Providence and fatherly Care 
© over us. And why ſhould we take Thought for 
* Rayment, while we behold the Lilies of the 
Field, which neither toil nor ſpin, and yet are 
7 more gary array'd than So/oren in all his Magni- 
© fcence. If God be ſo liberal to the fading, mo- 
© thentary Products of the Field, how muck more 
.. © mall he cloath his — +. <5 
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* Therefore we ought not to be ſollieitous abont 
© the common Neceſſaties of Life, which is a fit- 
ter Concern for Infidels, Who have no Hopes 
© hereafter; nor double this Day's Trouble, by 
* anticipating that of to-morrow. Out heavenly 
Father perfectly knows all our Wants; bat he 
requires us to ſeek his Kingdom and Gl 4 in 
© the firſt place, and then he hath promiſed to 
* ſupply us with all things convenient for us.“ 
In the latter part of his Sermon our Lord gives 
us Variety of excellent Rules, always neceſſary 
for the Conduct of à virtuous and holy Life. As, 
I. That we ſhould not raſhly cenſute nor con- 
© demn- others, like Hypoctites who would be 
«* caſting the Mote out of other Mens Eyes, while 
+ they had a Beam in their own: In ſo doing we 
© ſhall bring hard Sentences upon our ſelves, and 
© be repaid with Addition. 2. We mult pradent- 
*; ly. and- reverently treat the things of God and 
© Religion; not in every Company, nor upon al! 
© Qecafions, no more than we would ceft Pearls 
to Dogs arSwine: The latter will trample them 
in the Mice, and the former will turn again and 
worry them. 3. We mult be fervent aud un- 
6. wearied in our Prayers, and then we-ſhall not 
© fail of gracious Returns from God. This we 
may be aſſured of, from what we obſerve in 
Men, who, let them be never ſo bad, will not 
+ give their own Children hurtful things, if the 
* know it. How much more ſhall the All-goa: 
+ All-wiſe, and All-ſafficient God, give the belt 
„things to bis owa Children when they deyout- 
_ © ty and carneſtly pray to him? By this his im- 
© menſe Goodneſs, we, Who ere obliged. to be 
$ Imitators and Followers of him, ſhauid be mo- 
© ved to afford others all neceſſep gef, and 
+ friendly Aci of Hamanter- and Charity; bevng 
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©" what we would deſire of others, if we were in 


© their Circumſtances. 4. We muſt not expect 
to get to Heaven without ſome Struggles with 
out Nature: For the evil way is agreeable to 
* our corrupt Appetites, and therefore broad and 
* eafie: But the way of Piety and Virtue, which 


carries to eternal Life, lies as it were up a rough 


and ſteep Aſcent, and is againſt the Grain and 
- © Bent of our natural Affections. 5. We are ad- 


© moniſhed to beware of falſe Prophets, who are 


© Sheep indeed, meek and innocent in outward 
appearance, but ravenous Wolves in their Hearts. 
The way to diſcover them is, as we know the 
© Trees; by their Fruits: Grapes and Figgs are 
© not found upon Thorns and Thiſtles. And as 


their Fruit, ſo their Doom is the ſame 


© with worthleſs Trees; they ſhall be cut down 
and caſt into the Fire. It is not their crying, 
Lord, Lord; nor their pleading their ſingular 
© Gifts of Preaching and working Miracles; that 
©/ſhall avail them at the laſt Day. If they prove 
© to have been Workers of Iniquity, they ſhall 
© be ſentenc'd to the Society: and Puniſhment of 
© the Devil and his Angels.“ CAR EDT.” 


2 


Pinally, our Lord concludes his Divine In- 


ſtructions with preſſing his Auditors to Practice, 


which he doth by comparing them to two ſorts 
of Builders, ſaying, He that heareth my Wordt, 


and doth tbem, is like a wiſe Man which buili bis 


Hie upon a Noct; againſt which the Rains, Storms, | 
and Tempeſts beat without ſtirring it. On the con- 


trary, be that puts them not in practice, is like a 
Fool «who builds upon the Sand, and ee pe 
when bad Weatber comes, his Foundation fails, and 


; bis\Bailding drops inte a heap of Rubbiſh, This 
whole . ſo Cabſſantial and 'momen- 


. tous, deliver'd with ſo much Plainneſs and Per- 
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ſpicuity, and with ſuch Majeſty and Authority, ſo 


different from the formal, ew bo Lectures of 
the Scribes, that it had a wonderful Influence up- 


on the People; they were aſtoniſhed at it, 


Bleſſed Lord, who haſt cauſed all Holy Scriptures 


to be written for our Learning; grant that I may 


in ſuch wiſe hear them, read, mark, learn, and in- 
wardly digeſt them, that by Patience and C omfort 
/ 77 Vord I may embrace and ever hold faſt 
the bleſſed Hope of everlaſting Life, which tbon 


| Bit given ns is aer ame Ji Een Amie 
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 CnxrisT heals a Centurion's Servant He 


raiſes a Widow's Son from the Dead. 


x 
- 


| own City Capernaum; where he had not 
been long, before he was apply'd to by a Roman 
Centurion, in behalf of a Servant very dear to 


bim, who was ready to die of a Palſie, Matt. viii. 


Luke vii. This Application was made, not by. - 
the Centurion himſelf, but by ſome of the prin= 
cipal Fews- of the City, whoſe Eſteem he had 


gain'd by building them a Synagogue. They urged _ 


their Patron's Suit with this Argument, and preſ- 
ſed our Lord to go along with them. He did 


ſo; and when he was now not far from the 
Houſe; the Centurion ſent mote of his Friends 
to wait on him, with a Meſſage of the profoun - 


deft Humility; vis. That neither he nor his Houſe 
were worthy the Preſence of ſo excellent a Per- 


_ £ ſon, which was the cauſe wby he-durſt not 
C Eh 


* 


+ preſume. 


AFTER theſe things our Lord retarn'd to hi- 


Ang up to her: ſpake comfortably, and bid her re- 


— * 


"rs to wait on him himſelf; and therefore 
defired him not to trouble himſelf co come 
any further; but only to ſpeak the Word, and 
© he doubted not but bis Servant ſhould be "beal- 
ed: Since he himſelf, who was but a ſubordi- 

* Date Officer, and zunge to the Commands of 

© others, could be exactly obey'd by thoſe Soldi- 
c * ers who were under him, who were ready to 

go and come at his Command.” Our Bleſſed 
hs obſerv'd the Strength of his humble Confi- 
dence with Wonder, and declared to thoſe about 
him, that this Alien had a more noble Faith ch; 
than all the Iſraelites he had ever met with. 
And this firſt occaſion he took to ſpeak of the 
Calling of the Gentiles and the RejeQion of the 
Jews; adding, that many from all Parts of the 
World ſhould be exalted to the bleſſed Society 
© of the Patriarchs, Abraham, Iſaac and Faceb; 
« while the Fews, their Heirs and Offipting , 
© ſhould be caſt out into the Regions of Darkneſs 
and Woe:? Upon this he immediately granted 
the Requeſt of the Centurion's Friends, who when 
they were events found the Servant en 
reconet d.: 

The next Day Teſs went from 8 to 
8 City of Galilee, not far from Nax aretb, 
| accompanied with great "Muliitades, as he aſual- | 
ly was, When he came near to the Gates of the 

ity, a Corpſe was carrying out to be buried; 
for the Zews did: not bury within. their Walls, 
... but abroad in the Fields. The Deceaſed was an 
only Son, and his Mother a Widow, who with 
much Actendance. follow'd the Bier, and made 
great Lamentation. The compaſſionate Feſus was 
much moved at her afflicted Condition, and go: 


A ing. But he oon roved an 
att 19 8  effeQual 
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effectual Comfotter, and turn'd- fer Heavineſt 


Jus v. 21. As the Father raiſeth ap the dead, am 
De will, ver, 26. Ar the Father hat 


$-; N 
= 9. ” 3 . 


into Joy; for ordering the Bearers to ſtand fill, 


he laid his Hand upon the Corpſe, with theſe 


Words; young Man, I command thee to ariſe. At 


theſe Words the dead Man's Soul return'd into 


his Bed igain, he ſat up, and began to ſpeak, and 
his Mother's Heart rejoiced even more than 


when he was firſt born into the World: The © 


whole Company were ſtruck: with Aftoniſhment ; 
they all beheld our Lord with a-devout and aw- 


fal Regard ; they glorify'd God for favouring his 
People with ſuch a mighty Prophet; and ſoon 
5 e the Fame of this Miracle throughout Ja- 


4, and all the Region round about. 


Tbere were three Perſons whom our Lord rai 
ſied from the dead; Jairus his Daughter menti- 


on'd by St. Matthew; Lazarus recorded by St. 
John, and this Widow's Son of Naim, taken 


Notice of only by St. Lake, All undeniable In- 
_ ſtances of that divine Authority and Power which 


he every where lays claim to; but moſt exprefly 


nitheweth them; even ſo the Son quickneth whous 
Þ life im binalf 
ſo hath he given to the Son to have Life in hi 
Which clearly confutes the Socinian glo 


ſs upon 


the foremention'd ReſarreRions, that Chriſt rais'd 


Men from the dead no otherwiſe than as a great 
Prophet; as Elijab did of old, and as St. Peter 


did afterwards : But the difference is plain; they 
did not undertake to raiſe Men by any Power in- 


herent in themſelves; but by the Power of their 
Faith, and the Prevalence of their Prayers with 
God. Elijah prays, O Lord my God, let this Childs 
Soul come into him again, 1 Kings, xviii. 21. And 


St. Peter in his miraculous Operations always in- 


vocals 


ws 
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*vocates the Name of Jeſus Chriſt, and 'cantions 
the People not to think that he did them by any 
ſpecial Virtue or Holineſs of his own, Act, iii. 12. 
whereas our Lord always ſpeaks with Authori- 4 
ty, and acts by a Power reſiding: in | himſelf, as ; 
in this particular Caſe, Vung man, I 8 thee, : 
ariſe. Indeed he ſaith, John v. 19. The Son can | 
do nothing of himſelf, but what he ſeeth the Father 
do: That is, he cannot act ſeparately from the 
Father, or otherwiſe than he acts; as he elſe- 
where profeſſes, that be came not to do bis. own 
will, and work, but the will and work of him that 
_ «ſent: bim: But this is ſpoken with Reference to 
the Unity of the divine Will, which is grounded 
on the Unity of Nature, as he ſaith, I and my Fa- 
*tber are one: Whence the divine Attributes, that 
Of Omnipotence in particular, are the ſame in 
Nen r „ N 225 8333 ) T 5 12 Rn 
O merciful: Lord, who art the Reſurrectian and 
zbe(Eife, in whom whoſoever believetb, thangh he were © 
lead, yet ſhall he live; 3 me with tby bleſſæd 
Sirit and raiſe my Soul here, from a Deaib of Sin, 
1b U Life of Righteouſneſs; that when thy all=pow- 
erſaul Voice. ſhall open the Graves, and bring forth 
„e Drad, 'my. vile Bady may be conformed: to the I. 
mage of thy. glorious: Body, and may aſcend into 
Heuven, there: to live with thee World without 
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Two of Ton s Diſciples come to JES us, 10 
be. ſatisfy'd who he was. A Woman anoints 
Bis Feet as he was at Dinner with S1MON- 
„„ i 3 


Ou bleſſed Saviour having endued his Miſ- 
ſtonaries or | Apoſtles ' (lately poor illiterate 
Fiſhermen) with ſapernatural Gitts' of *Preaching 
and Healing, and . himſelf taking part with them 
in the ſame Miniſtry, his Name was in every Bo- 
dy's Mouth, and much diſputing there was, whe- 
ther he were the Meſſiah or not. The Diſciples 
of Jobn (now a Priſoner at Macherns) had for- 
merly diſcover'd ſome grudgings that any one 
1 thought greater than their Maſter; and 
though he had plainly told them that Feſws was 
the Meſſiah, yet they would not be perſwaded, 
*till he had ſent two of them to our Lord with -- 
this Queſtion, Art then he that ſhould come, or 
book we for another? Our Lord anſwer'd them in 
the moſt rational way; not with Words, which 
any one might ſpeak ; but with miraculous Works 
done before their own Eyes. For while they ſtood 
by, he cared many of their infirmities and plagues, 
and. of. evil Spirits; aud unto many that were blind, 
be gave Sgbt. Then he diſmiſt them with this 
Anſwer; Go tell Jobn what you have few aud 
heard; how that the blind ſee, the lame walk, the 
i 2 are cleanſed, the deaf hear, the dead are rai- 
ſea, #2 the poor the Goſpel: is preached, Luke vii. 
21. He appeals to the Greatneſs of his Miracles, 
and the Goodneſs of his Doctrine, and then 
leaves them to conclude who he was; adding, 
Bleſſed is be, whoſoever ſhall not be offended inme, 


FFF? & +4 
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' Who ſhall not be prejudiced through Emulation, 
or ſcandalized at my mean Condition in this- 


World. 


hen theſe Meſſengers were gone, Chriſt takes 


this Occaſion to expoſtulate with the People, con- 


Serning their Carriage to Jobs the Baptiſt; Ask - 


ing them, what they went out to the wilderneſs to 


ſee? A vain, double-tongued Man, wavering in 


his Teſtimony, like a Reed ſhaken with the 
Wind? Or a Court-Parsſite, apt to flatter, and 
Truth requires? But his rough Dreſs of Camel's 
Hair, and a Leathern Girdle ſhewed bim to be 
uo Courtier. That however they might diſe- 


* ſteem him for his mean Figure, his Hardſhips 
and Impriſonment, het he was a Prophet, and 


© more than a Prophet, being that Fore - runner of 
the Meſſiah ſpoken of by Malachi, ii. 1. who 


-* ſhould prepare his way before him; and that 


Elias, mention d by the fame Prophet, Chop. iv. 

"© wer. 5. and therefore the reateſt Mag that had 
© appear'd yet; though the leaft in the Kingdom 
_ © © off Heaven, the meaneſt evangelical Miniſter 
would be greater than he, in reſpe& of his Of- 


+ fice, which was to preach Chriſt Crucified, and 


ine Accompliſmment of Man's Redemption, of 
Law and the Prophets ended with Fobx, and he 
© was the firſt Preacher of the Goſpels That from 


the time he had fulfill'd. his Miniſtry, the King- 
dom of Heaven ſuffer'd Viglence; a great Zeal - 
© was ſticr'd vp in the hurgbler fort of People to 


_ © look for, and embrace the Meſſiah: But the 
© haughty Scribes and-Phariſees, who abounded 


2 in their own. Wiſdom, rejected the glad Ty- 


dings of the, Goſpel which he preached. Then 


4 


pon rather what. will pleaſe, than what the. 


„Which he ſaw only the Beginnings: That the 
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Children 
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Children playing in the Market place, and call- 
“ing to their Companions, faying, by way of 
5 Complaint, we have piped to you, as they uſe 
to do at Feſtivals, and ye have not daneed; we 
babe mourned to you, as "tis uſual in Funerals 
and times of Sadneſs, and ye have not lamented: 


© That is, you will not comply with us in any 


Humour. For Jobs came neither eating nor 
drinking lixe other Men, his Life being very re- 
© tired and mortifled, and you ſaid he was poſ- 
* ſeſv'd or 'thelanchofly mad: The Son of Man 
* came eating and drinking, that is, with a more 
i free atid open Converſation, and ye calymnitte 
him as a Glutton and Drunkard, a Companion 


_ * of Pablieans and Sinners.“ Laſtly, he cenſures 
in particular the Obſtinacy and Impenitence of 


certain Cities where-moſt of his mighty Works 
had deen done; © denouncing Woes againſt Cho 
fais and Bethſaida, but moſt expreſsly agaiuſt 


a p ne Cupernaum, which from its Exaltatio to 


Heaven ſhould be brobght down to Hell; de- 
6 elating that if thofe rich and vicious Cities 


of HNolaters, Tyre and Sam, had ſeen the won- 
derful Works which the others had ſeen, they 


ö had Tong fince repented in Sackcloth and Aſhes; 
© tay Sodom it ſelf had forfaken its monſtrous 
© Impurities, ard eſcaped the Vengennee of Fire 
and Brimſtone from Heaven, if thoſe powerful 
Means of Grace which were loſt upon Caper- 
© zanm, had been vouchſafed to it. Therefore 
© he aſſures them, that the Zyriaut, Sidoniens, and 
© vile Sodomites ſhonld have a more tolerable Dam- 


nation in the laſt Day, than thoſe: Wretches, - 


Who after all his Applications had remain'd in- 

© corrigible.” Then, after a ſhort Apoſtrophe to 
his heavenly Father, © magnifying his Name for 
© hiding thefe things from the M at” in 
3 | cir 
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their own Opinion great. Maſters of Senſe and 
» * Reaſon, and revealing them to ſuch as were 


Babes and Infants; in their Modeſty and Will: 
*..ingneſs to learn, he tells his Auditors, that all 
things were deliver'd to him by his F 

© Knowledge, which therefore was by him alone 
© to be communicated to the World. He con- 
* cludes with a gracious Invitation to all ſuch as 
* labour and are heavy laden with the Burden of 
their Sins, to come to him for Eaſe and Relief; 


© he. bids them take the Yoke of his Doctrine 


© which is eaſie, and the Burden of his Com- 


© mandments which is light; and practice his 
Meekneſs and Humility, which is the way to 


obtain Reſt for their Souls. 


When he had ended his Diſcourſe, one of the 
Phariſees whoſe: Name was Simon, deſitous to ſee 
his private Converſation, invited him to dine with 
him; our Lord readily accepted his Civility. While 
they were at Dinner, a Woman formerly of a 


lewd: Life, ſome ſay Mary. Magdalene, others 
think it was ſome other Woman, came trembling 
behind him, and with a Flood of Tears waſhed 


his Feet, wiped them with the Hair, of her Head, 
kiſſed them, and anointed. them with a moſt pre- 
cCious Ointment which ſhe had in an Alabaſter- 


Box. The. Phariſee who had invited Jeſas, ſee- 
ing what this Woman did, and knowing what 


ſhe was, 8 ſaid within himſelf, Sare ; this Man is 
©, Bo, Prophet; otherwiſe he would have known what 


a finful Woman this is, and not bave ſuffer'd her 


ta touch him. But Jeſus. perceiving his inward 
Sentiments, to ſet him right, propoſes the Exam- 
ple of two Debtors and a Creditor; the one ow'd 


dive hundred Pence, the other fifty ; but neither 
being able to pay, the Creditor frankly forgave 


. ˙— : oo or Aer So oo oo > 


| rather, of 
* whoſe Nature and Will he alone had a perfect 
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mem both. Tell me mow, faith Chriſt, which of 


them will love him moſt ? Simon anſwer'd, He to 
whom he had forgiven An 7 Jeſus approving his 
Anſwer, made this ication of the Parable, 
© At my coming into your Houſe, you did not 
© ſalute. me with a Kiſs,nor give me Water to waſh 
my Feet, nor Oil to anoiat my Head, (accord- 
ing to the Eaſtern Mode of welcoming their 


GGueſts:) But this Woman hath bathed. my Feet 


with Tears inſtead of Water, kiſſed them, and 
« perfumed them with the richeſt Odours: Now 
« * your Love is but ſmall, becauſe out of an O- 
© pinion of your own Righteouſneſs, you think 


'c you ſtand in little need of For iveneſs: Bat this 
Woman, thoroughly ſenſible of her great Crimes, 


* and humbly ſuing for the Pardon of them, ex: 
'preffes a Love and Devotion proportionably great. 
Then turning to the Woman, he abſolved her in 
theſe Words, Thy fins are forgiven, The Gueſts 
at the Table were inwardly offended at the au- 
thoritative way wherein Chriſt pronounced the 
Remiſſion of Sins; but he, diſregarding the Cen- 
ſures of this perverſe Generation, bid the Woman 


depart in Peace, her Faith had faved her. It is 


1. Gal uncertain where this was tranſacted, whether 
alilee ot Fadea. Dr. Lightfoot places it in 
the latter, at Betbany near Fernſalem,” | However 
we find him not long after” in "Galilee," going 
through every City and Village, preaching the 
Joyful Tidings of the Kingdom of God, being 
attended not only with the Twelve 9 but 
Iikewife with many pious Women; "4 Mag 
"dalen, in particular, aud Jo the Wife © of C 
⁊a, Herod's Steward, -and Suſana, and many 
hers ; who having been cured of ſeverat Diſta- 
ſes; our of Gtatitude ailiſted, OY Kar . 
res and — Offices.) . 
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| Here we may learn, by the Example of our 
great Maſter, to 1 ht 7 enſures of the World, 
when we are in. 'of our Duty, and can 
_ approve our Hearts 19 30d. Simon the Phariſee 
a at it, when he ſaw a lewd Woman. ap- 
oach ſo near the Perſon of our Lord, as jo 
handle his Feet. He was ready to queſtion * 
Holineſs as well as the Wiſdom. of Chriſt. 
he might have conſider'd that ſhe. appear'd, 50 
noy jn Love with her Sins, but in Bitterneſs and 
_ * Anguiſh of Soul for them. Her Eyes, which had 
formerly caſt wanton Glances and Flames of Luſt, 
are now two holy Fonntains, ſending. forth peni: 
tential Tears to quench the impure Fires they had 
kindled, Her Hair is no longer ſpread as ꝗ Net 
to catch unwary.Lovers, but 1155 2s 2 Towel 
to wipe her Saviour's Feet. Her Odours where- 
With ſhe perfumed her ſelf for the ſame nnlawful 
rpoſes, is now offer d an humble Oblation to 
WM Ihe Son of God. . Her Looks, her AQions, and 
ber whole Demeanour are chaſte, penitent, and 
pious; ſo that the Phariſee was upreaſonably_ of- 
Fate at her; and our Bleſſed Lord's infinite 
ee e and Goodnefs is magnified | ig her For- 
„ 

Obſerve, ſecondly, from the bande, of dhe 
| 1 br and which Chriſt it prgpounds | 
for the f onvickion ek oman's 

Comfort hat Great is the Debt Which all 
pkind 4 contracted, and lie under, to the 
Tn ice of God. 2. That yet all Sinners ſtand not 


_ alike indebted ,. ſome owe F leſs; all 
7 775 l not. io ſam ee; c 
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eneſs; He forgave 
them both.” 4. That the Forgiveneſs of God is an 
Act of his free Grace 2 Cnmerited* _— 


He frank fergave them. 


- Gragions art thox, 0 Lord, 3 Dipenſatin 
tender Mercies are 


Grant — 1 46 Ka a ſin- 
alties of my. 


over all thy 3 
cere Repentance, by 


Son — "which e eee. been ce 


ments of Sin, to the G eee eee een. a | 
Service of R gion; Grant me that broken and w_ 
trite Hears which thou haft 8 wot to deſpiſe. 
And fince I have finued much, aud oe much, let 
me love thee much, and OY thee Fremde, 11 


cal and Fidelity, that ſo Toe 
eee che Bit a ove of _ 
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Cn $T heals a Demoniack, Hind and dumb; 1 
Ef reproves the Ph ariſees for Vlaſpheming 8 


_ tbe Holx r Upon their demand 
- - #ng.4 Sign, be promjes tow Hh Sig wy 
Ws Jon as. 15 


FTE Ay few Mombs Prog oſs onr Tia 
-return'd again to his own City mam, 
wa in a 9 ſach — — le 


„gather d about him, that neither he nor his: ; Diſ- ö 


ciples could get time ſo much as to eat their ne- 


ceſſary Food. Which When his Kindred unde -—-— 
*Rood, they went 


went to get him Home out of the 
OT Rae they a ang him under 
on- 


. eest ed FP 
1 
1 


144 be Evangelical Hiftory of Part II. 
Confinement, as 4 Mas beſide himſelf, Mark iii. 
21. For neither did his Brethren believe in bim, 
jobs vii. 5.- or elſe fearing that he ſhould faint for 
anger, and ſo be trodden to death in the Crows, 
But he went on to exerciſe his Divine 'Virtue of 
Healing: And the Object of his Compaſſion: at 
this time was a Demoniack, deprived both of his 
Speech and Sight. Feſas preſently deliver'd him 
from the Power of the evil Spirit which poſſeſod 
bim, ſo that the Man, juſt now blind and dumb, 
immediately ſpake and ſaw. The People were 
aſtoniſhed at this, and enquired one of another, 
„What they thought of this Miracle, and whe: 

©. ther-it were not Proof ſufficient, that the Per- 

+ ſon who wrought it was the Meſſiah, the Son 
or Deſcendant of David:? But the proud Pha- 
riſees and Doctors of the Law, who came from 
n 0 rob him of this Honour, maſt ma- 
liciouſly' and impiouſly aſcribed this Miracle to 

mme Power of the Devil, and even to'Bee/zebud 

the worſt of the Devils. FJeſus effectually confu- 

ted this villainous Imputation, by telling them, 

* That if the Devils, who are Man's irreconcis 

I lable Enemies, ſhould thus caſt ont one another, 

I their Kingdom could not ſtand long ; all Dif- 
cord and Diviſion tending to Deſttruction. Se- 
Secondly; There were certain Jeu who eaſt out 
Devils in the Name of the God: of Alralam, 

© Iſaac, and Jacob: Chriſt asks, by what Power 

< thefe their Children caſt them out? They held 
that it Was by the Power of God; and there was 
:©-no'cauſe;-but their Malice, why they ſhould not 
acknowledge, that What be did, was by the 
Lime Power. Bur i 1, ſays he, caſt out Devi 
ile Spirit of God, then the Kingdom: of God is 
come, becauſe he 6 
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Part II. Our Lad IxSVS CAHRIST. 147 
that he was the Meſſiah. Thirdly, That this was 
ſo, he farther. proves from the Authority: which 
he bad over Satan. + He that will pillage a 
( ſtrong and armed Man's Houſe, muſt be ſo 
much ſtconger than he, as to diſatm hin; and: 
© bind him, before he can take away his Goods. 


© ſuperior to Satan's: Therefore, ſays our Lord, 
it 4 were not aſſiſted by the Power of God, I 
could never caſt. out this ſtrong Man, bo | 
© reigns. in the Wotld as in his own-Houſe.” 
After this he ſhews them the damuabje Nature of. 


© Sins and Blaſphemies were of a pardonable Na- 
© ture, but the Blaſphemy againſt the Holy Ghoſt: 
unpardouable: That Calumnies and Reflections 
0 * calt upon the Son ſhould be remitted upon Re- 
bpentance; 0 but deſpitefully to ſlander the Spirit- 
© of God, the clear Light of that Power by which 
6 he wrought his Miracles; :- ſhould not be par- 
© don'd, neither in this Life, not by Death, which; 
© as/ they imagin'd, atoned for all Blaſphemies. 
But ſince every good or bad Tree was known. 
6 by its Fruits, it was not to be expected that 
* ſach-a venomous Generation ſhould utter any 
© thingithat; was good; for Mens Words proceed 
fſtom the Fulneſs of their Heart; and as that 
Freaſars is Good: or Evil, ſuch will their Words 
4 be. Laſtiy, Le aſſutes them, that Men ſhall 
© pive an account at the Day of Judgment for 
every evil Word they ſpeak; and: that Words 
L mall then be found of fuch „Moment, as re £ 
to acquit or condemn Men. | | 
But that which is amazing, after, this enden 
Miracle wrought. before their Eyes, and the 
D. hate they had, abont the Power whereby it 3 
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© Now: there- is none but a Divine Power that is 8 


their Sin, ſolemuly declaring, „That all other 
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Evangelical Hiſtory, is an impudent Challenge, 
made by the Scribes and Phariſees to Chriſt, in 


«theſe Words, Maſter, we would ſee a Sign, i. e. a 
Miracle, from Thee. The very ſame unaccoun- - 


«table Demand we hear them msking jmmediately 
. after they had ſeen the miraculous Power of 


__ «Chriſt, in clearing the Temple of Huckſters and 
_ .Money-Changers; What Sign ſheweſt Thow, that 


"Thou doſt theſe \things? His Anſwer then referr'd 
mem to'his Reſurrection; and ſo it doth now. 
For he faith, Aw evil and adulterons Generation 


ven it, but that of the Prophet Fonat. Now Jo- 


vos was ſent by God to Nixeveh, to denounce 
the Deſtruction of that City within forty Days, 


In caſe the Inhabitants repented not. But inſtead 
of obeying God's Command, he took Ship to go 


t another place. In his Voyage a dangerous 
- Fempeſt ariſing, ' forced him to confeſs that it 


Was ſent for the Puniſhment of his Diſobedience ; 
F©6' that, to appeaſe it, he told the Mariners they 


muſt caſt him into the Sea. They did ſo, and 


he was immediately fwallow'd whole by a pro- 
digious Fiſh, which at the end of three Days vaſt 
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kim upon the Shoar; from whence ke went to 
Nine veb, and preached as God had commanded 


bim. Phe Nine vites believ'd his bay who pro- 


-claim'd a folemn Faſt, and ſo by their Repentance 
. mor mag pot e 


** Our Lotd propounds this Hiſtory of Jes to 


ide Phariſees, and makes a twofold Application 


pf it, the one to himſelf, the other to them. For, 
ius be, ar hi Prophet was three days in the Belly 
>  _*f tbe Fiſh, ſo'fball the Son of Man be three "days 
ii Hear? of the Earth: By which he fignified 
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Part II. Our Lord JESUS CHRIST. 147 
the third Day. He adds, for a ſecond Applica- 
tion, that as Jenas was a fign to the Ninevites, ſo 
ſhould the Son of Man be ts the Phariſees; which 
he explains in this manner: The Aſen of Nineveb 
ſhall riſe ap in the Judgment with this Generations 


aud ſhall condemn it; becauſe they repented at the 
| preaching of Fonas ; and behold a greater than Fo- 
| nat is here, He ſays farther, that the Queen of 
[ Sheba ſhall alſo condemn them at the Day of 
Judgment; becauſe ſhe came from a far Country 
N to hear the Wiſdom of Solomon; whenas He * 
: who manifeſted greater Wiſdom, was ſet at 
5 naught. Therefore he tells them, it ſhould fare 
g with them as with a Man diſpoſſeſs'd of an un- 
WW clean Spirit; who having been cleans'd and re- 
J form'd, receives him again with ſeven other Spi- 
3 WW fits more wicked than the firſt, which renders 
8 his Condition more wretched and deplorable than 
it ever: Iutimating and foretelling the dreadful A- 
- Poſtaſie, as well as other Corruptions, of the 
„ WH Few! Nation. In theſe Diſconrſes Chriſt was 
d interrupted by ſome who told him, That hit M. 
55 ther and his Kindred ſtood without deſiring to ſpeak 
Fr with him: He improved the Hint to declare, that 
0 a ſpiritual was ſuperior to a natural Relation. 
ed For trete bing forth bis Hands towards his Diſciples 
95 be ſaid, Behold my Mother and my Bretbren. Fur 


ce whoſoever ſhall do the Will of my Father which ir _=_ 
n- in Heaven, the ſame is my Brother, and Sifter, ' |} 


on In our Lord's Reproof of the blaſphemous Pha. 
Mr, riſees, we may obſerve what a difference he 
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148 The Evangelical Hiſtory of Part II. 
__ ſon as Man, without. refleQing upon his Divine 


Obſerve, ſeco 


— 


9 


Power as God, which he teſtified by his Miracles. 
Such were their reproaching him with the Megn- 
neſs of his Birth, their cenſuring him for a Wine 
bibber and a Glution, and the like. But by their 
ſpeaking againſt the Holy Ghoſt, is meant their 
blaſpheming and reproaching the Power. of that 
Divine i which he wrought his Miracles. 

dly, The Nature of this Blaſphemy 
againſt the Holy Ghoſt: It conſiſted in this, that 


the Phariſees not being able to deny that our Lord 


did in reality work Miracles and caſt out evil 
Spirits; contrary to the Convictions of their own 
Conſcience, they maliciouſly imputed his Mi- 
racles, and this in particular, of ejecting evil Spi- 
rits, to the Power of the Devil; charging him 
with dealing in Sorcery and Magick, and to have 
Commerce with a familiar Spirit, by which 


megans be did bis mighty Works. Obſer ve, third · 


Iy, That the Caſe of ſuch Blaſphemers is not on- 
Jy/ dangerous, but deſperate, becauſe they reſiſt 
the laſt Remedy of Infidelity, and oppoſe the ve- 


more effectual Evidence could Jeſas Cbriſt give, 


that he was God manifeſted in the, Fleſh #0: deſtroy 


#be Works of the Devil, than by exercifing ; bis 
Power over him, and forcing him to quit the Bo- 


dies of thoſe whom he had poſſeſs d, and held 


out againſt all human Means? But for any of the 
Spectators who ſaw this actually executed, to ſay, 
the Power whereby it was done, was not of 


help to deſtroy. his own Kingdom, this was ſuch 
_ a groſs and palpable Contradiction, as ſhew'd, 


that the Perſons guilty of it were quite abandon d 


4 


to the moſt diabolical Envy and Malice, ſworn 


Enemies to Truth, which they would never ac- 
lk - - «1 | knowledge 


S852. 


ECT 


— . 
CY — 
1 


| wa; 7 # 
1 a N. r 


* » 


H ov 


 @ ©" — "Tad ws — Las a SD ways "WY. " ww „ r 


e ; . 18 
* 
\ 


Part II. Our Lord J xs us Cunror. 14 


knowledge with their Tongues, though they muſt 


needs be convinced of it in their Minds. This 
was. the Phariſees Blaſphemy againſt the Holy 


_ -Ghoſt, and this made their Sin unpardonable, 


that they did not only withſtand, but horridly re- 
vile the ſtrongeſt and cleareſt Evidence of the Di- 
„ 2 +6: 9 5 57 ns 3 


0 biuly and ever-bleſſed Spirit, let thy. graciods 
' Influences be the perpetual Guide of my rational 


Faculties. Inſpire me with Wiſdom and a right 


: Underſtanding of the Word and Will of Gd. En- 
. creaſe in me Faith, Hope, and: Charity ; and ſow 
the Seeds of every Grace and Virtue in my Heart, 
-which' may be fruitful in a pions, chaſte, and holy 
' Converſation. Remove far from me all baraneſs of 
Heart, all heretical Diſpoſitions, and whatever is 


_ contrary to ſound Doctrine. Deliver me from 4 


preſamptaons, envious, and malicious Spirit; and 
8 I may be always ready to —_— learn 
with Meekneſs and Humility, and acknowledge the © 
Truth whenever it ſhall be made appear to me. 

That when the Eternal Son of God, the Author and 


Finiſher of our Faith, ſhall come to take account of bis 


Servants, aud examine what Improvement they have 


made of thoſe Talents he committed to their Charge; 


I may be found to have walked with. all Honeſty 
and Sincerity, as becomes the Goſpel of Chriſt: ' To 
whom with the Father, and thee O Bleſſed Spirit, 
be all Honoar, Praiſe, and Adoration, now aud 
for evermore. Amen. e e 
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The Parable. of the Sower : Of the. Tares : 
- Of the Grain of Muſtard- Seed, &c. 


HE ſame Day our Lord left the Houſe, and 
2 for the aforeſaid Conveniencies of Room and 

Freſh Air, retired to the Sea-ſhore, and to avoid 
the Throngs of People which follow'd him, he 
enter'd into a Veſſel, and preached to them from 
thence; Matt. xiii. dark iv. Lake viii. His 
Preaching was now different from his former way, 
yet very uſual among the Fews, and all the Eaſtern 
Nations, which was to ſet forth ſpiritual and ſub- 
lime Truths in Parables and Similitudes, taken 
from the common Affairs of Life and Objects 
of Senſe. Four of theſe Parables our Lord pro- 
pounded to his Auditors at this time. Firſt, hs 
told them, the Kingdom of Heaven was like 
a Sower of Corn, who ſcattering his Seed on 
© ſeveral ſorts of Ground, that which fell by 
_ © the Way-ſide had no covering at all, and ſo 

© was. forthwith. pick'd up by the Birds. Other, 


Which fell among Stones, was ſecured for a 


while, till it ſprung up, but having very ſhal- 


low Soil, the Heat of the Sun ſoon over- 


power'd it and ſcorch'd it op. Other falling 
.* among Thorns, was choked by them. But that 
* which fell upon good Ground, anſwer'd the 


© Pains and ExpeQation of the Sower with a ſuf- 
c ficient Product. Secondly, he compares the 


Kingdom of Heaven to a Man who ſow'd good 

Seed in his Field; but when it ſprung up, he 

« diſcover'd amongſt it a great Mixture of Tares 

and Darnel, which ſome malicious Neighbour 
© had ſown in the Night. The Servants adviſed 
: ©to 


1 * 3 W 1 EY ” 


Thirdly, he compares the Kingdom of Heaven 


© faith St, Matthew, ſpale Feſus to the multitudes in 
Parables; and without a Parable ſpake he not an- 


the Horld, Matt. xiii. 34. 


+ ſteries ſnould be unriddled, but not fo to that 


were bleſs' d with thoſe things which many Pro- 
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© to go to weeding preſently; but the Maſter 
would not permit it, leſt at the ſame time they 
* ſhould pluck up the Wheat alfo.. Let both grow” 
together, ſaid he, till Harveſt; and then I will or- 
der my Reapers to ſeparate- the Tares and burn 
them, and carry my Wheat clean into the! Barn.- 


© to a Grain of Muſtard- Seed, which from a ve- 
ry ſmall Subſtance grows to a very great Tree 
© in the Eaſtern Countries. And, fourthly, to 
« leaven, a ſmall quantity of which ſerves to lea- 
ven a great deal of Meal. All theſe things, 


to them : That it might be fulfilPd which was ſpo- 
ken by the Prophet, i. e. the Plalmiſt, ſaying, Iwill 
open my Month in Parables, I will utter things 
which have been kept ſecret from-the Foundatitn of 


When he had diſmiſs'd the Multitude, and was 
cetired into a Houſe, the Apoltles deſired him to 
tell them why he deliver'd his Inſtructions in Pa- 

tables. He anſwer d, That to them theſe My- 


© carnal, unworthy ſort of People without; in 
* whom was fulfiiFd- that Prophecy of Iſaiab, 
That they ſhould hear with their Bars, and not an- 
re and ſee with their Eyes, and not perceive; 
becauſe by their non- improvement of former Op- 
© portunities, they had forfeited the Grace of God, 
© /and therefore the Light of his Word was judi- 

6 cially conceal'd from them. Bub as for his own-- 
© Difciples, he tells them, their Eyes and Ears 


© phets and Kings of old had carneſtly defired to 
© ſee and hear. Then he declared to them the 
Meaning of the two firſt Parables, which it ſeems - 

EN ae they 


{ 


— 


c that in the Parable of the Sower, the Seed is 


the Word of God; the Sower is the Preacher; 
_ © the Soil is the Heart and Soul of Man, Now 
* ſome Hearts are like the Highway, hard, that 
the Word cannot enter into it, but lies upon 
* the Surface, and the Devil (figured by the Birds) 


comes and ſnatches it away, Some Hearts are 


© like the barten, ſtony Ground; they can enter- 


©rain the Word for a ſhort ſpace; but the Heat 
of Perſecution, or ſome Croſs or Affliction 
© eafily diſobliges them, and cauſes them to flight 


« it, Some sgain are like thorny Ground; the 
Word ſprings up, *tis underſtood, and retain'd, 


© but ſuch a multitude of worldly Cares and De- 


© fires, and Luſts of all ſorts grow up with it, 


aß quite deftroy the good Effects of it. Laſtly 
ie good Ground fignifies' thoſe: well-diſpoſed, 


© honeſt Hearts, which gladly receive and faith- 


fully retain the Word of God, and with Perſe. 
s yerance to the laſt bring forth as much Fruit as 


they are able, 2. In the Parable. of the Tares 


he tells theth,* the Sower of the good Seed is 


'© the Son of God, the Field is the World, the 


es 


good Seed are the Children of the Kingdom, 
* the Tares are the Children of Darknefs, the 


Enemy who ſows them is the Devil, the Har- 
veſt is the end of the World, and the Reapers 


© are the Angels. Now as Weeds grow with 
the Wheat, till the time of Harveſt, when they 
© are ſeparated from it and burnt ; ſo the Wicked 
© are at preſent mixt with the Good, and ſo ſhall 
© be tolerated till the end of the World; but then 
© Sinners hall be caſt into Hell fire, and the 


© Righteous ſhall: ſhine as the Sun in the King- 


dom of God.“ With theſe he intermingles ſome 
Arguments to ſtir up our Attention to his Word. 


e 
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they did not underſtand. 1. He teaches them, 
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It is not uſual, ſays he; for People to liphe a Candle? 
and then put it. nuder a Bude, plas. place it 
where it may 1 chem beſt. I who am the 


Light of the World, intend not that my Do- 


+ Arines ſhould lie conceal'd, but that you ſhould 


« give heed to them, and apprehend them ſo 
+ well, as to be able to teach them to others. 
Take care therefore to underſtand: and remern- 


der every thing you hear; for according to that 


+: Meaſure of Attention and Application of Mind 
© you uſe in hearing, and practiſing what yon 
hear, ſuch. will be your farther Proficiency in 
© Knowledge, The Improver will ſtill increaſe, .. 
© but the Slothful and Negpligent ſhall Joſe all. 
Fhis Proficiency indeed is not ſudden, but gra- 
© dual; juſt like the Growth of Corn; the Sower 
«+ ſows it jn the Ground, but he doth not ſee it 


actually ſhoot: up: Vet while he takes his Reſt 


* or minds other Buſineſs, it grows up by inſen- 


* ſible degrees into Blades and Ears, and at laſt 
+ becomes ripe Corn, fit for the Sickle, Such is 


© the: ſpiritual Increaſe of a diligent. Hearer of 
© God's Word; his Improvement, though not 
much perceiv'd as he goes forward, will be ve- 


© ry certain, and very. conſiderable at laſt. See 


Mark iv. 26. e | EE. FE 
After this he added three other Parables. 1. He 
compares the Kingdom of Heaven to a precious 
FTreaſure hid in a Field; which being found by 
© a Man, be conceabd it, and for Joy of the Dit-. 
6 covery ſold: all he was worth, and purchaſed. 
that Field. 2. He reſembles it to a Merchant. 
trading for rich Pearls, who finding one of ex- 
© traordinary Value, ſold all his other Stock, and 
© bought that. 3. He likens it to a Fiſher's Net, 
© which catches all manner of Fiſh, good and bad; 
Land when ?tis full, and drawn to Shoar, the 
e NHU&9 9 5 Hs EE $ Good - 
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© Good are gather'd into Veſſels, and the Bad ate 
© caſt away. So ſhall it be at the end of the World: 
The Angels ſhall come forth, and ſever the Wicked 
JSrom among the Faſt; and ſhall caft them into the 
Farnace of Fire; there ſhall be wailing aud gnaſ- 
ing of Teeth, Matt. xiii. 49. © Laſt of all he ask'd 
them whether they underſtood all theſe things; 
© and: they anſwering, ea, Lord, he cloſed his 
© Diſcourſe with comparing a good Preacher of 
_ © the Goſpel to a good Steward in a Family, who 
© can produce out of his Stores things new and 
* old, having Plenty: and Variety enough for all 
his Guelts.” FF) on al af bf + 


From the Parable of the Tares growing with 
the Wheat; and of the bad Fiſh taken with the 
good, Eraſtus and his Followers argue, that there 
ought to be no: Excommunications, or cutting off 
notoriouſly wicked Men from the Communion of 


the Church by Eccleſiaſtical Cenſutes. But this 


is not only contrary to the Practice of the Church 


In all Ages, both Jewiſß and Chriſtian, and to the 


Clear Preſcriptions of Chriſt and his Apoſt les; but 
likewiſe to the Nature and Being of a Church, 
or any Body or Society, ſacred or civil. If the 
Governours ' have not Power to caſt out unruly 
Members from the Society, they will in time 


_ throw it into Confuſion, or bring it into Con- 


tempt; they will make the Rules of it impracti- 
cable, and by conſequence. diſſolve it. So that 
the Puniſhmeat of the Diſorderly, and Exclufion 

of the Contumacious, is abſolutely neceſſary for 
the preſent State of the Church. And yet theſe 
Parables will hold goad notwithſtanding. For 
after all, there will be not only many Hypocrites 


and unſound Chriſtians who: eſcape the Notice of 


Men, but many others whoſe Vices are ſoen tao 
VV 1 plainl7; 
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de reclained from their Evil Courſes, and be- 
The Parables of the Muſtard Seed and the Lea- 


over - ſptead all Nations and Countties of the 


Word may be as good Seed ſown in my Heart, and 


— era —— —-—: 2 . 


dJesvs CRS r. 17 
plainly; and yet they muſt be allowid Communi- 
on for ſeveral Reaſons, and eſperially for this, 
that living under the Miniſtry of the Word, anc, 
enjoying other Means of Grace, they may in time” 


come fincere and worthy Members of Chriſt. 


ven ſignifie, that the Goſpel of Chriſt from ſmall, 
contemptible, and moſt unpromiſing Beginnings, 
ſhou'd encreaſe and grow to ſuch a Degree ab to 


World. This we know hath been verified in 
Fact; and therefore muſt allow it as an Argument 
of the divine Foreknowledge of our Bleſſed Lord, - 
who preſigniſied it by theſe Similitudes, at a time 
when it was utterly unlikely to come to paſs. 


' Grant, Lord, that I may conſt antly attend the - 
publick Inſtitutions of thy holy Religion ; that 1 may 
ever neglect thoſe Means which thou haſt eftabliſh= - 
ed for > purifymg my corrupt Nature, and for 
the reforming whatever is amiſs in the Frame and 
Temper 2 Hind; that I may appraach thy 
Preſence with Humility and Devotion;;_ that thy © 


by Holy Sacraments as pure Leaven ſuuctiſying all 
15 3 and A 22 : That 5 hole Oi. 5 
naxces. of ty, A, my Soul may be non - 
riſhed with. all Goodneſs, and I may be found as 
pure Wheat, fit for that immortal Granary, the — 
Kingdom of thy dear Son, who with thee, O Father, - | 
and the Hay r liveth and reigneth ever one - 
God, Horld without and. Amen. 
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CHRIST declares be hath not where to lay 


- his Head: He ftilleth @ Tempeſt : Cafteth out 

Devils, - which enter into the, Swine, of the 
-"Gadarenes. He healeth a: Homan .of 4. 
Bloody gur; raifeth the Daughter of Jairus 
from the dead; and openeth the Eyes of two 


6 „5 


OY R Bleſſed Saviour having continued a ſhort 
time at Capernaum, teſolved to croſs the 
Lake or Sea of Galilee, into the Dominions of 
Philip the Tetrarch; and order'd his Diſciples to 
provide a Veſſel for that Purpoſe, it being now 
about Michae/maſs, When a certain Scribe per- 
ceived that he was about to leave them, he came 
to him and ſaid, Maſter, I will follow thee, bi- 
zberfoever thou goeſt. But Feſus anſwer'd, Foxes 
have holes, and the Birds of the Air have Nefts; 
© but the Son of man hath not where. 10 lay his 
bead, Matt. viii. 19, 20. As if he had ſaid; * He 
© muſt be a Man more regardlefs of his ou In- 
© tereſt, and more courageous than” can be eafily 
'© imagined, who will chuſe to followa Man fo far 
« from ne to enrich his Diſciples, that be 
< hath, not the leaſt es 
© himſelf.” Aſter this, one of his Diſciples de- 
fired leave to go and bury his dead Father; but 
Jo; NET Let the dead, i. e. thoſe who 
ſeek no Immertality, Bury their dead; bat go thox 
and preach the kingdom of God. Fo theſe. St. 


Lale adds a third, who profeſs'd himſelf willing 


to follow Chriſt, but defired ſome time to take 


his Leave of his Friends, and diſpoſe of his Goods: 


but he was told, that #0 man having put bis band 
: „ | Wes _ 
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zo the phongh, and afterwards hoking back; i: fit: 


for the Kingdom of God; intimating that as 4 
Ploughman cannot take his Eye off his Work 


without damaging it; ſo neither can one who 
hath once join'd himfelf to Chriſt, go from him 


without endangering his Salvation? 


5 g 1 
About Eveiling FJeſus embarked for the other 
Shoar, with his Diſciples who had ſent away the 


Multitudes: But there being ſeveral other ſmall 
Veſſels at hand, ſome of the People accompanied 
him. Being under Sail; and wearied with the 


Buſineſs of the Day, or to try the Faith of his | 


Diſciples, he retired to the Stern of the Ship, and 


fell aſleep. In the mean time there aroſe à vio?-π—C—.t; 


lent Storm, which rais'd the Sea ſo high, that the 
Men were in Danger of loſing both their Ship 
and their own Lives. They go therefore to him 


and awake him, and in a great Conſternation cry. 


out, Lord ſave us, we periſh, Matt. viii. 25: He 


* preſently-aroſe, and blamed the Weakneſs of their 
Faith; - for though they were perſwaded-that he 


was able to ſave them; yet ſince he was aſleep, 


they concluded he maſt be awaked before he could 

either hear or help them; whereas his humane Na- 
ture only was ſubjedt to Wearineſs, and want-⸗ 
ed ſuch Refreſhments as are common to Men; 


but his Godhead neither ſlumber'd nor ſlept. And 


herein lay the Weakneſs of their Faith; though 


they had heard from his own and the Baptiſt's 
Diſcourſes, that he was the Son of God; yet be · 
ing upon the Brink of Deſtruction, their Faith 
fail'd,” and left them in Doubts and Fears. But 
when he had call'd with Authority to the Ten 
peſt to be ſtill, and it immediately ceaſed, and al 


was calm and quiet, every one of the Paſſengers 


were fill'd with Wonder and Amazement, and 


3141 tba 


faid one to another, bt manner of mag. 15. this, 
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viii. Mark iv. Luke vii. 


y's Dominions, and in that Part of it which was 
the Country of the Gadareves or Gergeſenes, a 
Remnant of the old Canaanites, now mixt with 
| ones As ſoon as Feſws was come out of the 

Ship, he was accoſted by two Men poſſeſt d with 


Devils, both of them very ragged, and hideous 


8 les, but one was much fiercer than the 
other, (being only remember d by St. Mark and 
St. Lake,) who Day and Night made diſmal Out- 
cries, and cut his Fleſh with ſharp-Stones;; and 
though he had often been bound with Chains, 


yet he always broke them, ranging with his Com- 


panion among Rocks and Tombs, ſo furious 
and miſchievous, that no Travellers durſt paſs that 
Way. Upon their Approath to Jeſut, the Devils 
who ſpake by their Mouths; cry'd out, bat be 
wart come tbi'torment them before their time. Our 
Lord ask*d/the moſt furious man, what was his 


Name; who anſwer'd, Legion, becauſe a Mul- 


titude of Devils had poſſeſs d him. And fince it 


is one of the greateſt Torments of theſe infernal 


Spirits; to be reftrain'd from doing Miſchief in 


= the World, they entreated him, bat if be caſt 
#hew out. of the Men, be would not ſend them into 


the "Abyſs, but permit them to enter into a Herd 
fut partly to ſhew his own Authority, partly to 

try the Faith of the Gadarenes, and perhaps to 
puniſh the Owners of the Swine for keeping them 
there in Contempt of the Law, ſuffer'd the eje- 


Saeed Devils to enter into them. The Conſequence 


of which was very ſurptizing; for immediately 
de Whole Herd, conſiſting of about two yaw 
W ; | 225 REES | | 2 


* Next Morning they landed on the Eaſt-fide of 
the Lake, in the Province of Trachonitis, Phi- 


ſand, ran down a Precipice into the Lake, and 
there periſhed. And here the Devils betray'd their 
malicious Deſign, of preventing the Converſion of 
the Gadarenes, For the Keepers of the Herd 
went and reported td the Owners their Loſs,and 
the Cauſe of it; Whereupon Multitudes of Peo- 
ple came to Jeſus, and faw the Man whom they 
had known to be ſo troubleſome and ungovern- 


able, ſitting at his Feet eloathed, very compoſed 


and in his right Mind. This News being ſoon 
ſpread and fully confirm'd, the whole © 

Gadara, conſiſting of Fews, Greeks, and Syrians, 
went aut and beſought Feſus to depart their Coaſts. 
For though they beheld him with great Fear and 
Reverence, for the Demonſtration which he had 
given them of his Power over the Devil; yet by 
the Loſs they had lately ſuſtain'd; they'apprehend- 
ed farther Damages. The diſttacted Man who 
was thus miracalouſly. reſtored: to a ſound: Mind, 


was ſo ſenſible of the Mercy, that he begg'd of 7e- 


ſut to let him ga along with him. But our Lord 


order d him to return to his Houſe and his Friend, 
and declare what wonderful things the Lord had 


dune fur him: Which Qcder he obey'd, and pub - 
liſhed\ his Cure in alli the: Coaſts. round about, to 
the Aſtoniſhment of all that heard it. 
Our Lord embark ing again, croſs'd the Lake, 
and return'd to his own City Capernaum, where 
the People were ready with great Joy to receive 
him. At this time, or quickly after, his Apoſtle 
St. Matthew made a; great Feaſt for him; and to- 
gether with him and his Diſciples, entertain'd ma- 
ny of his former Profeſſion; Publicans and old Ac- 
quaintance; with a pious Defign no doubt, that 
they might be converted from the Error of their 
Ways by our Lord's gracious and inſtructive Con- 
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to have any Communication with ſuch Men, fell 


ſcandalous Company. Chriſt over-hearing them, 
or otherwiſe knowing their Words then, as their 
Thoughts before; firſt anſwer'd them by a Simi- 
lmude, hat the fich, and not the ſound, needed the 
: A of the Phyſician, - Then he bids them go 
leatn the Meaning of thoſe Words, H5ſea vi. 6. 
-Þ will have Mercy, and not Satrifice, and they wou'd 
© know; that his charitable converſing with Sinners, 
in order to being them to Repentance, was more 
for the real Service and Glory of God, than all 
their Puritan» Niceneſs and Avoidance of them. 
Being ſilenced with theſe: Words, they joyn'd 
with ſome of F6h»'s Diſciples then preſent, who 


vying our. Lord; and asked ,why hit Diſciples took 
the L 
this was one of their faſting: Days. Our Lord 


Cbilaten of the Bride-chamber mourn, while-the 
| Bridegroom is with them? But the deys will come 
when the Bridegroom ſhall he taken from. them, 
and thew ſhall tbey faſt. Matt. ix. 15. To 


Bridegroom, a Title which John the Baptiſt gave 


neſs of his Diſciples, who were yet in the En- 
trance upon his Religious Inſtitution, and very 
imperfect in it. He tells them, that to impoſe 
rigorous Abſterities upon Men who were yet but 
Novices in their Profeſſion, would be as imprudent, 
as to ſew a Piece of new Cloth to an old Gar- 
ment, or put new Wine into old Bottles; the Gar+ 
ment will ſoon be torn worſe, and the 1 


Cors of the Law, who held it a great Defilement 
upon the Diſciples (probably as they came out of 


the Houſe) and with great Indignation demanded, 
why their Maſter would eat and drink with ſuch 


had formerly diſcover d ſome Weakneſs in en- 
iberty to Feaſt when they faſted? Some think 
anſwers them dy another Queſſion; Can the 


this Reaſon, taken from the Preſence of the 


Chriſt, he adds another taken from the Weak- 
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While Feſur was thus diſcourſing with the 
Phariſees and Jebn's Diſciples,” Fairns, one of the 

' Rulers of the Synagogue in Capernaum, came and 
fell dow at his Feet, beſeeching him to come 
and lay his Hand upon his only Daughter, about 
BW twelve Years of Age, then lying at the Point of 
Death. Our Lord immediately aroſe and went 
with him, accompanied with his Diſciples-and a 

. great Multitude of People. It happen'd as he 
went along, that a Woman, troubled with a 

| bloody Flux of twelve Years Continuance, and 
not curable by 1 ons Means, which ſhe had 

g try'd to the utmoſt, and to the impoverifhing of 
| her ſelf, having heard of the Fame of Jeſus, came 
bebind him in the Crowd, and © touched 

| the Border of his Garment; for ſhe was thorough- 
ly. perſwaded (ſo great was her Faith) that if ſe 


could but touch his Garment, face ſhould be whole, 
70 Matt. ir. 21. The Effect anſwer'd her Hopes; 

i for ſhe preſently found her ſelf well. But Je- 
ſus, to manifeſt her Faith, as well as his own ſa- 
: ving Power and divine Knowledge, turn'd about, 
7 and asked, who bad touched him? Peter, and the 
| other Diſciples anſwer'd, after, the people og 5 
| and-preſs thee,” and doſt thow aik, who touched me 

| But Feſzs, who knew, as the Evangeliſt ſays, zhat 
25 virtue was gone one of him, perſiſted in his En- 

a quiry ; 'till the Woman, perceiving ſhe could not 

5 be conceal'd, caſt her ſelf at his Feet with Fear 

; and Trembling ; and acknowledged before all the 


People vyhat had happen'd to her. Our Lotd ſpake 
very comfortably to her; he told her, Ber Faith 
bad ſaved ber, bid her Go in peace, and be perfect. 
ly "whole: of ber Diſeaſe. St. Ambroſe ſuppoſes 
this Woman to have been Martba, Siſter to La. 
zarns, Euſebiat reports her to have been an In- 
habitant of Cæſarea Philippi, who out of 1 
F tude 
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tude erefted a brazen Statue of our Lord before 


her Door, and another of her ſelf proſtrate at his 


Feet. Euſeb. Hiſt. Lib. 8. cap. 18. But there is 


ſome Reaſon to doubt of the Truth of this Re- 


lation. 


While this Woman's Affair was tranſaQing, 2 


Meſſenger comes from Jairus his Houſe, to tell 
him, his Daughter was dead, and that therefore 
*(was needleſs for him to trouble Feſws to go a- 
ny farther. Our Saviour having heard the Meſ- 
ſage, bid Jairus fear nothing, only believe and bis 
Daughter ſhow'd be well, . When they were come 
to the Houſe, they found the Pipers and Movrn- 
ers, lamenting her Death with doleful Tanes and 
Wailings, according to the Cuſtom of the Fes. 
Feſus defired them to ceaſe theit funeral Solemni- 


ties, for the Maid was not dead, but only afleep, 
- The Evangeliſt, to aſſure us that her Sout was 


departed, obſerves that they ridiculed him, know. 


Ang that ſhe was dead: But our Lord's Meaning 
Was, that with him there was no Difference be- 


tween Death aud a common Sleep; it beiog as 


eaſie for him to revive the one, as to awake the o- 


ther. He then caus'd the Company to go out of 
the Room, and kept with bim only Peter, James 
and Jobs, with the Father and the Mother of the 


Child: Then he goes to the Bed where ſhe lay; 


takes her by the Hand, and calls to her, ſaying, 
Damſel ariſe. At the pronouncing of which. 
Words her Life and Motion return'd, ſhe fate 
vÞ, and when they had given her ſomething to 
eat, ſhe walked about the Room, to the Amaze- 
ment of her over-joy'd Parents, This was the 
ſecond Perſon whom our Lord rais'd from the 


dead. When he had done, he charged the Fa · 


mily to keep it a Secret; either becauſe Caperna- 


an had forteited the Grace of his mighty. V orks, 
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or becauſe he would not too much haſten. the 
Effects of the incurable Malice of the Scribes and 
Phariſees. However the Fame of this Miracle 


ſpread it ſelf in all that Country. 


As Feſus returned from the Houſe of Jairus, 
two blind Men follow'd him, crying aloud, | 
Son of David, have mercy on as. He ſeem'd to 
take no Notice of them,*till he was come into his 


own Houſe; and there he demanded of them 


(for they follow'd him in) Believe ye that I am 
able to open your eyes? they anſwer'd, Tea Lord. 


Then he touched their Eyes, with theſe oor, 


According to your Faith be it done unto you: A 
their Eyes were opened that very Moment. He 
charged them to tell no Man what he had done 
for them; but they could not (for Joy and Won- 
der) forbear publiſhing it abroad, thinking per- 
haps: they were bound in Gratitude to glorifie 
him on this manner, After the blind Men were 


gone, they brought to him a dumb Man poſſeſs- 
ed with a Devil: Which being caſt out by our. 


Lord, the Perſon had immediately the uſe of his. 


Tongue, inſomuch that the People, in a Tranſ- 
port of Wonder, cty'd out, that v0 ſuch thing 
was ever ſeen in Iſrael. But the Phariſees, with 
theit former Malice and unpardonable Blaſphemy, 
calumniated him, hat he caſt out Devils through 
the power of the Prince of Devils. - IS; 


Our Lord having made no long Stay in Ca. 
pernaum, departed with his Diſciples to foqpe 
other Places in Galilee; and though about a Year 
before he had been impiouſly and barbarouſly 


treated by his own Citizens of Nazareth, yet he 
was pleaſed once more to afford them the Means 


On a Sabbath Day therefore he went into their 
they 
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 *firſt and chief Obedience. 2. That lawful and de- 
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they admir'd his Abilities, yet they were prejudl- 
ced againſt him for the Meanneſs of his Birth and 
out word Cireumftances, ſaying one to another, 
 Whence hath this man this wiſdom, and . migh- 
By works? Is not this the Carpenter's Son f is not 
bis mother call Mary, and his brethren, Fame; 


and Joſes, and Simon, and Fudas? and his Siſters, V 
ure they. not all with us? whence then bath thi Pub 
man all bell 


[ theſe' things? Aud 75 were offended in 

bim. Bat Feſws told them, 4 Prophet is not with- Il for 
ont homour ſave in his own County, and in bis own Wl VI 
Honſe. Matt. xiii. 54. And being deeply concern. Il in 
ed for their great Infidelity, he refuſed to work to 


any Miracle there, but only the Cure of a few fel\ 


ſick Perſons, leaving them to the Judgment of cha 
their own impenitent Hearts. And this conelu- the 
-ded the Second Year of our. Sauiour's publick I fee 
Miniſtry. J . Fey 04 Ev 


Weben our Lord reſtrained one of his Diſciples MW l 
from going to bury his Father, we are not to 9? 
ſuppoſe that he difallows of any civil Office from n 

one Perſon to another, much leſs of a Child to a wi 


Parent. But his Deſign was to teach us, 1. That * 


no Office of Love and Service to Man, muſt take 
place of our Duty to God to whom we owe our 


cent Offices become ſinful, when they hinder 
greater Duties. 3. That ſuch as are called by Chriſt 
'to preach the Goſpel, muſt mind that- alone, and 
leave inferiour Duties to inferior Perſons: As if 
Chriſt had ſaid; Others may ſerve well enough to 
Jury the dead; but thon that art call d to miniſter 
nt God, muſt do that. which thow art call d to 
do, Under the Law the Prieſts, might. not come 
*near a dead Corps, nor meddle with the Inter- 
ment of their own Parents; unto which out NO 
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here probably alludes: And perhaps alſo he fore- 
ſaw, that if this Perſon went from him to take 
cate Of à Funeral, he would become ſn: engaged 
in ſecular Affairs, as not to return any more to 
the Profeſſion and preaching of the Goſpel. It was 
in much Mercy therefore that he was with- held 
from this. VV 5 Va © Pens ® 
When our Lord juſtifies his converſing with 
publicans and Sinners, upon the account of his 
being the Phy fician of their Souls, we may learn 
for what End- we-ſhould keep Company with 
wicked Men, viz. not to be Partakers with them 
in theit Sins, but to reform them, and bring them? 
to Repentance. And before we may venture our 
felves 'among-them, we muſt become Phyſicians, 
that is, we muſt both know (how. to: apply to 
their ſpiritual Diſeaſes, and be ſufficiently forti- 
fied and ant idoted againſt the Contagion of them. 
Fot otherwiſe we muſt avoid them; - leſt their 
Evil Communications ſhould corrupt our good 
Manners, and cauſe us to make Shipwreck of 
our Virtue. Aud therefore. our Lord's Example 
is herein to be imitated chiefly. by his -Migiſtery,. 
whoſe Buſineſs it is (like their Maſter) to ſeek and 
to ſave that which; was loſ . 


P 
O Hay and Eterna] Feſus, who didft with in- 
fiuite Cundeſcenſiun vouchſafe to couuerſe with, and 
inſtruct the me aneſt ani vileſt f the Sons uf Men; 
make me to imitate thy gracious Hnmility. Tale 
from mt all Haugbtineſs and Nride of Heart. Let 
me never ſeeł the Praiſe of Men from any. baſe 
Complianc es or unworthy Actiaus; nor yet fear their 
Reproaches, /mhen. I. am any. way prumot ing i 
Honeun; or. the. good of 5 Neighbour. - Thou art 


biet in d [Ae a0 frond: AA, A 
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Bring me under thy Yoke, that I may do thy Vor 
. 4 Mae all my Sears &ſj aa 
_ #heir ſpiritual Wants and Neceſſities ; that I may 
win them to thee, and conform tbem to thy Example 
Bere, and finally enter with them into thy Jay, when 
hom ſhalt come to judge the World according to the 
Laus of thy Holy Goſpel, Amen. 
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Curirsr /ends his Apoſtles to preach, and heal 
. Diſeaſes. JohN BaerTisrT is beheaded. 
_ The Multitude miraculouſly fed with five 
| Loaves and two Fiſhes, * 


0 UR Lord began the third Year of his 
 Publick Miniſtry with a general Viſitation of 

ee going into every City and Village, teach · 
ing in their Synagogues, and healing every Sick. 
neſs and every Diſeaſe. In this Journey being 
Atended with great Multitudes, who ſeem'd as 
_ fo many ſcatter'd Sheep without a Shepherd to 
look after them, he faid to his Twelve Apoſtles 


#7 who were with him, The Harveſt indeed is great, 
Dat the Labonners are few: Pray ye therefore the 


Lord of ibe Harveſt, that be will fexd forth le- 
|  Sourers into bis Harveſt, Mait. ix. 37. H. D. 32. 
And fince he himſelf was Lord of this Harveſt, 
he gave bis Apoſtles a Commiſſion to go and 
preach the Goſpel, and work Miracles like him- 
elf, after they had been about eight Months from 
their Election Hearers and Learners of him. He 

. Fent them out by two and two together, proba- 
diy as 8b. Morcbew joins nem, Aas. x. a. * 
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k, © orders them to preach to the Jeu only, whom 
be calls, be laſt ſbeep of the _ of Heil, and 
to make this the great Subject of their Sermons, 
le i © that he Kingdom of Heaven, or of the Meſſiah, was 
en at band. The Rules to be obſerv'd in their Miſ- 
be ſion were theſe; viz. To diſpenſe thoſe Pow- 
ers freely, which had been freely given them; 
not to encumber themſelves with Money or ya- 


— WM *« riety of Cloaths, that their Progreſs might be the 

* ſafer and eaſier: and becauſe they were to receive 

+ a neceſſary. maintenance from thoſe to whom 
a they preached, to make their Abode, in all Pla- 
d. ces, with worthy, good Men. To fay at going 
© into their Houſes, Peace be unto this Houſe; to 
ve il ſtay there, fo long as they continued in that 


< Place: and to ſhake off the Duſt of their Feet 
© againſt thoſe, who would not receive them nor 
Goo Ee Andi BR od ho.” od 
- © He premoniſhes them that they were ſent 
forth as Sheep among Wolves; that therefore 
it behoved them to be wiſe as ſerpents, and harm- 
+ leſs as doves ; that after all their Warineſs, they 
+ muſt expect Perſecutions; for the avoiding of 
© which he allows them to flee from one City 
© to another; that whenever they were carried be- 
fore Tribunals, they need not ſtudy how to 
© anfyer their Judges, for they ſhould have the 
immediate affiſtance of the Holy "Ghoſt ; that 
they ſhould remember not to fear Men, who 
© had only Power over their Bodies; but God, 
ho could deſtroy beth Soul and Body in Hell- 
Fire: That if they diſown him before Men, he 
* would diſowyn them before God at the Day of 
© Tadgment ; but on the contrary, Wou'd claim 
them for his own, who were not aſhamed to 
© confeſs his Name, Laſtly, to encourage them 
gt ſuffer every thing, rather than be falſe to 


FTS AS FSS ATT 


3 


their 


t their Truſt, he aſſures them, that nothing. ſhall 
D defall them but by the ſpecial Providence of 
God, Who had number'd every Hair of their 
© Heads; and that by loſing their Lives for him in 
© this World, they ſhould ſave them to all Eternity: 
That they could not be his Diſciples, unleſs 
'© they took up their Croſs and follow'd him; 
and that they ought not to expect better Uſage 
from the World than their Maſter had; whom 
© they themſelves had heard reviled with being 2 
© Samaritan, and that he wrought his moſt Di- 
©vine Miracles by the Power of the Devil. He 
© eoncludes all with ſetting forth the Bleſſings 
© that. ſhould .accrue to ſuch as ſnhould entertain 


c them reſpeQfully.and 95 60 Hie that receiveib 


Jon, recerveth me; and e that, receiveib me, re- 


11 
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part II. Oar Lord J xSsuS CHRIST. 16 
Il made a fumptuous Feaſt inthe Caſtle of Mache- 
f ras, for his Nobles and chief Officers of his Do- 
* minions. At this Entertainment the Daughter of 
na WW Herodias, Herod's illegal Wife, mightily obliged 


150 the Company with dancing before them: Herd 
is in particular was ſo wonderfully pleas'd, that he 
& offer'd with an Oath to give her whatever ſhe 
0 demanded, though it ſhould amount to one half 
85 of his Dominions. She, either inſtructed by her 
* Mother before: hand, or now ſtepping out to con- 
le fult her, did by her Direction requeſt, that the 


Preſent to be made her might be the Head of Fohn 
85 he Baptiſt, Herod was ſtartled at this Demand, 
-h and ſhew'd ſome Reluctance to grant it; but a 

falſe Reſpe& for his Gueſts, and a pretended Re- 


5 verence for his Oath, prevail'd with him to ſend 
3 in Executioner, who preſently brought the Head 


in à Charger, and deliver'd it to the Damſel, who 
ll carried it to her revengeful Mother. Thus John 
the Baptiſt ſuffer d Martyrdom in the Caſtle afore- 


72 3 | 
# ſaid, after he had been Priſoner there more than 
72 a Year; about two Years and three Months from 


fe his Entrance upon his Miniſtry, being then near 
10 thirty ſix-Years of Age; the firſt who ſuffer d 
b. Death for the Goſpel, though not uſually'call'd 
ng che firſt Martyr. Foſephas ſtyles him a Man en- 
dned with all Virtues, who exhorted the Fews to 
the Practice of Jaſtice towards Men, and of Pie- 
ty towards God: And he imputes the ſollowing 
Misfortunes of Herod to this barbarous Execu- 
tion. For Aretas the Arabian King, and Father 
to Herod's lawful Wife, rais'd a great Army, gave 
his injurious Son-in-Law: Battle, and totally de- 
feared him; and ſome time after, the Emperor 
Caligula depoſed him from his Government, and 
baniſhed him and Ferodias to Lyons in France. | 
See Feſepbus Antq. lib, XViil T 75 9. 8 Bu | 3 | 
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But now the Fame of our Lord's Miracles 
ſpreading more and more in Galilee, came at 
laſt to Herod's Court. Many ConjeQtures were 
made there, what ſort of Perſon he was. Some 
of the Courtiers, believed it was Eliat; others 
ſome other of the old Prophets, who appear'd 
__.anew.; but Herod's guilty Confcience ſuggeſted. 


: a Suſpicion that Jahn the Baptiſt was riſen, from. 


the Dead. About the ſame time the Apoſtles re- 


turn'd from their ſeveral Circuits, and gave their 


.Maſtec an account of the Succeſs of their Mi- 
niſtry. John's Diſciptes: likewiſe, when they had 


buried his Body, came and told Feſas all that had 


happen'd to him, Matt. xiv. 12. Our Lord know- 
ing the Subtilty and Cruelty of Herod, order'd 
the Apoſtles to prepare a Veſſel, and to carry him 


over the Sea of Galilee, to a Deſatt near Be- 


ſaida, where they might retire a while from the 
Multitades, notonly to. prevent giving any Suſpi- 
cion to Herod's Court, but like wiſe to gain ſome 
aime for neceſlary Refreſhment. But Wen they 
came to land, they found great Numbers of People 
on the Shoar, which ran after them to that place: 
For thoſe Who ſaw them take Ship, and others 
ho had Intelligence ef it, went on Foot by the 
Lake- ſide, and were got before them to the place 


where they landed. Je/as ſeeing their Eagerneſs 


a -and..Zeal,: receiv'd them. with, much, Tenderneſs, 
end going upon a riſing Ground, preached to 
dhem, and healed their Sick. 
When Night came on, the Apoſtles put him 

an Mind, that it was time to diſmiſs the Multi- 

Aude from that loneſom place, that they might go 
fomething to eat. But Jeſus told them, be People 

needed uat depart ; they, might: proui de aue Meal for 


40 n ovns and Villages, and get 


_ een, And viewing their” Numbers, he asked 


A 


 * "Philip 
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part II. Our Lord I Es us CnRIST. 171. 
ru who well knew the Country, JYhere they 

uld buy Bread for all thas Company? Philip con- 
fidering the Number of the Gueſts more than the 
power of our Lord, anſwer'd, Tus hundred peuny- 


| worth (about our fix Pounds worth) of Bre 5 


rarce ſuffice to make every one 1 John vi. 7. 
fie then enquired, Hou * Wee the bad 2. 
they anſwer'd, ve, and tuo ſmall Fiſhes; next 
to nothing for ſuch a great Multitude. Feſus com- 
manded them to' be brought, and that the People 
ſnould all fit down on the Graſs in order to eat: 
So they placed them by Hundreds and Fifties in a 
tank; which done, our Lord lift up his Eyes to 
Heaven, and bleſſed the Bread and brake it, and 
gave it to his Apoſtles; who regularly diſtributed 
it to the Company: And in the ſame manner he 
divided the Fiſhes among them. OF which Pro- 
viſion they did not only eat till they were ſatiſ- 
fied;. but left ſo much, that when the Twelve 
Apoſtles went about to gather up the Fragments, 
every one fill'd his Basket. The People obſerving 
this Miracle, (for there were Five Thouſand Men 
which were thus fed, beſides Women and: Chil-- 
dren) ſaid one to another, Of a Truth this is that 
Prophet (or Meſſiah) which ſhould come into the 
World. Upon which they reſolved to make him 
their King, and, in caſe he ſhould decline it, to 
force the Sovereignty upon him: But he knowin 


the ill Conſequences of ſuch an Attempt, baſten'd- 


his Diſciples to take a Ship immediately; and croſs 
over to Bethſaida, and thence to Caperuaum; 
while he himſelf retired into a neighbouring 
Mountain, where he continued till after Mid- 
* holy Meditations and Prayers to Gd. 
lathe mean time, the Ship in which the Apoſtles 
were paſſing over the Lake, was grievoùſly di- 

ſtreſs'd with a Tempeſt on Waves ran ſo high, - 
LE, S js 5 . ; 
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and the Wind was ſo ſtrong againſt them, that at 
- the Break of Day they found they were not ad- 
vanced above five and twenty or thirty Furlongs, 
which is little more than a League, all that Night. 
Their Maſter, who knew under what Pains and 
Fears they labour'd, went upon the Water, which 
at his Command bore his Feet on the Surface as 
it had been dry Land. When they in the Ship 

_ diſcover'd him walking on the Water, and ma- 

- king towards them, they cried out for Fear, /xp- 

| pofing him to bave been a Spirit, and perhaps ſuch 

A. one as cauſed the Storm. But he ſoon allay'd 
their Fears, by aſſuring them, it was he bimſelf. 
Peter, much effeQed with the Noveity and Won» 
der of this, deſired, that if it were be, he might 
Have leave to come to him walking npon the Mater: 
Feſws ſaith unto him, Come; and Peter went im- 
mediately out of the Ship, and walked upon the 
Water to meet 9 85 But the Wind de ing boi- 
ſterous, and the Waves high, he was afraid, and 
beginning to ſink, cried out, Lord, ſave me. Je - 
ſus ſtretched forth his Hand and caught him, fay- 
ing, O thou of little Faith, wherefore didſt than 
doubt: whence it appears, that he had fome Miſ- 
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Fieſus having thus withdrawn himſelf from the 
place where he had fed the Multitudes the Day 
| before, they were much concern'd to know what 
was become of-him : For they obſerv'd, that When 
his Apoſtles took Ship to go to the other ſide, he 
was not with them. However, thinking they 
were moſt likely to give an account of him, they 
vent after them to Capernaum. When they came 
thither, they were ſurprized to find Jeſus there, 
| and asked him, Mafter, when cameſt thou bither 2 
. for they could not imagine how he got over the 
| Water. Our Lord knowing their carnal and 
-felfiſh Ends, plainly told them, © they ſought: him 
not for the Demonſtrations he had given them -_ 
of his Divine Power, but becauſe he had fed 
them with bodily Food. Hence he takes occa- 
5 ſion to preſs upon them the Concern of their 
ff immortal Souls, and to come to him for that 
: Bread which nouriſhetk to everlaſting Life 
< which his heavenly Father had commiſſion'> | 
him to impart tothe World. They defire him 
© to tell them what they ſhould do to pleaſe God ? 
le replies; they muſt believe on him om God 
c hath fent. They perverſly demand öf him a 
. * farther Sign or Miracle to induce them to be- 
© lieve. Our Fathers, (aid they, did eat Manna in 
te Wilderneſs: As if they had ſaid; © Thou in- 
© deed: haſt fed ſive thoufand Men, but that was. 
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374 The Evangelical Eliftury of Part Il. 
- Which you are fpiritually to eat, is be that cometh 


- _ down from Heaven, and giveth Men not a tem- 
portal Life, as Manna did to your Forefathers, 


but Life everlaſting, Upon hearing this, they 


faid, Lord, evermore give us thit Bread to eat, 


underſtanding him ſtill in the groſs and vulgar 
Senſe: But be plainly tells them, © that he was 
the Bread of Life; that whoſo believ'd on him, 
„ ſhould never hunger nor thirſt, As for them, 


though they had ſeen enough to convince them, 


pet they would not belieye,” but by their Infide- 


* lity deprived themſelves of the great Bleſſings 


of God and a joyful Reſurrection, which were 
. © exhibited through him, who came down from 


Heaven for that purpoſe,” The Jews murmur'd 


. when they heard him ſay, He was the true Bread 
which came down from Heaven. Js not this Je- 
ſs the Sou of Faſeph, ſaid they, whoſe Father aud 


Mother we know? How is it then that he ſaith, I 
came down from Heaves? Our Lord anſwers them, 


dy afferting what he had laid down; yet more ful- 
Ip and ſtrongly, and telling them, That it was 
he Grace of his heavenly Father which led 
Men to him; which Grace they being deſtitute 


* 


* 
* 


£ of, could not hear nor under ſtand his Voice, 


©. Then de afficms again; that he was the Bread 


of Life; of far greater Vittue than the Manna 
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in the-Wilderneſs, which could not immorta- 


© lizge thoſe who were fed with it; whereas thoſe 


+ who ſhould eat of his Fleſh, ſhould be ſtrength- 


* en'd ſa as to live for ever.“ Theſe laſt Words 
gave them greater Uneaſineſs than any thing he 
had ſaid yet, and cauſed them to look wiſtfully, 
and ask, How can this Mau give ws bis Fleſb 0 
«at? Neverthcleſs he maintain'd his Aſſertion, 
That his Fleſh and Blood were the trueſt Meat 


+ andDrink; that without them Men wete but 


dead; 


— 
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do you, they are Spirit, and they are Lije, Not- 


walked no more with him. Upon this Revolt, - 


who feem'd fo inviolably Loyal to their Maſter, 
and had been moſt obliged and honour'd by him, 


Harivt, that ſhould betray him. 

Thbheſe things were tranſacted immediately be- 
fore the third Paſſover after our Savidur's Bap- 
tiſm, as may be collected from the fourth 


Jesus Cunistr. 177 
dead; but ſuch as fed on them, | ſhould riſe 
© again at the laſt Day, and live for ever. Laſt- 
* ly, he declared, that the Partakers of his Body 
and Blood :ſhonid be ſo united to him, as to 
© dwell in him, and he in them; and that they 
* ſhould live by him, as he lived by his heavenly 
. C bid bob an N 

This Doctrine of our Lord was fo ill receiv d, 
not only by the common Multitude, but by ſome 
who had profeſs'd themſelves his Diſciples, that 
they murmur'd, and cry'd, is a bard Saying, 
avho. can hear it? They took his Words in a lite- 
ral, not « ſpiritual Senſe. But he intimated to 
them, that his Aſcenſion into Heaven would be 
a Proof that he came from thence. And as to 
their feeding on him, he clears his Meaning, by 
telling them, It ig the Spirit that quickeneth; the 
Fleſh profiterth notbing: The Words that I ſpeak un- 


withſtanding this, many of his Diſciples and Fol- 
lowetrs perceiving that he was not ſuch a Meſſiah - 
as they hoped for, whoſe Kingdom ſhould confilt 
in external Grandeur and Plenty, wen away, aud 


ſus asked the Twelve, ' Whether they would go u- 
ey 40%? Pär, as general Speaker for the reſt, 


the Words of eternal Life: And we believe and are 
' ſare that thou art that Chriſt, the Son of the living 
Cod. But yet in this ſmali Remainder of Twelve, 


he tells Peter, one was a Devil, meaning 7adas 


r | 14 


i 8 .. chat my ſinful Body may 


8 The Evangelical Hiſtory. of. Part Il. 
of the ſeventh Chapter of St. Jobu, wherein they 
.are related. That Paſſover fell on the fourteenth 
Day of our April, in the eighteenth Year of the 


Da js after the foregoing Paſſo ver. 


; When our bleſſed Lord bids the People not # 

' . ©  Jabowr. for the Meat which periſheth; but for that 
 : which endareth unto eee e. Life; He doth not 

- intend. to take them off from the Buſineſs of their 
Callings, but to raiſe their Eſteem. of - heavenly 
things, in compariſon of which, the Affairs and 


Reign of Tiberius, and one Year and ſeyenteen 


Intexeſis of this Life are very inſignificant and 


contemptible. For how ſhort is this Life in its 
longeſt; Extent, and yet how few ever arrive at 
that? How much Trouble and Diſſatisfaction is 
there in the greateſt of its Gomforts, and yet how 
many want even theſe ? The greateſt Sovereigus 
of the Earth, are Slaves in many reſpects; ſome- 
times to vile Paſſions, ſometimes to a Favourite, 


oer Creature below them: At leaſt they are all 


' ;fabje& to Misfortunes, to Diſeaſes and: Desth. 


De leaſt. in the Kingdom of Heaven is greater than 


 «#hey.. More happy is he who. ſpiritually eats. the 
. Fleſh of Chriſt-and drinks his Blood, than he who 
is cloathed in Scarlet and fine Linben, and fares 


_ _  ſumptuouſly every Day. Much ſafer is that Life 
Which is united to Chriſt: by a myſtical Partici- 


pation of him in the Sacrament, than he who is 
ſurrounded with Guards, and defended with all 


. — 1 
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"Crane 
- thy dear Sen Feſuus Chriſt, and to drink his Blood, 
oh ma be. made clean by. bis Body, 
ad my Soul waſhed through his moſt precious B ſe 
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me, graciout Lord, ſo to eat the Fleſh of 
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and that I may evermore dwell in him, and he in 
me. Amen. WIRE „ 


* 2 
OE MITES. 
* 4 


—"— — — — 


— 2 4 : . 1 5 * y 7 5 5 g 
| 2 3 F a 1 11 5 3. 


a ara 


The Third Passo VER after 'CurrsT's 


Baptiſm, | The Diſpute about eating with» 
unwaſhed Hands. The cure of the Syro- 
phoenician's Daughter, and of the Dumb, 
Deaf. and Blind. Four . thouſand miracu- 


AT the Third Paſſover after our Saviour's Bap- 
1 tiſm, according to the moſt probable Ac 
eounts, Pontius Pilate the Roman Governour 
caus'd that Execution to be done on the Galile- 
ans, hinted at Lule xiii. z, For the Underſtand - 
ing of which we muſt obſerve, that in Chriſt's 
time there were two contending Sects or Parties 
amongſt the Fews, the Herodians-and the Galile-- 

aus: The former were Zealots for the Roman 


Power, whoſe Subjects the Fews now were; and 


held it lawful and reaſonable, to pay. them Tri - 
bute; but the Gal:leans (probably ſo call'd from 

Judas of Galilee, mention d Ads v. 37.) oppos'd: 
it, and often rais'd Tumults about it. P:/ate takes 
the Opportunity, when theſe Galilaant were come 
up to the Paſſover, and ſacrificing in the Temple, 
to maſſacre them with his Soldiers, ſo that their 


own Bloed was mingled with the Blood of their 


Sacrifices; neither the Sacredneſs of the Place 


they were in, the Temple, not the Work they 


were about, ſacrificing; was any Protection a 
gainſt the bat barous Soldiers Our Lord under-— 
ſtanding that ſome of his. Heaters then -preſenc; 
eongluded theſe Perſons: to be the greateſt of Sin- 
CR EET Tor ners 


ay The Evangelical Hiſtory. of Part il. 
Bets, becauſe they were the greateſt Sufferers, cor- 
reQs their Error in this Matter, afluring them 
that deſtructire Judgments did hang over the 
"Heads of all Sinners, and could be prevented on- 

I by a timely and ſincere Repentance. To this 
he adds another Inſtance of certain Men who 
were ſuddenly kill'd by the Fall of the Tower of 
. Sheam in Jeruſalem, and makes the ſame Appli- 
cation of it to his Auditors, that they were not 
to cenfure them as the worſt of Men, but totake 
Worniug and repent, otherwiſe they ſhou'd all 
periſh. It is probable (but not abſolutely certain) 
that our Lord made this Diſcourſe in Jeraſelem 
at the Paſſover aforeſaid. It is generally beliey'd 
that he was there; though the wicked Defigns of 
the Fes might haſten his Return from thence; 
dend afterwards St. Jobn tells us, that be walked 
in Galilee, for he would not any more walk in Few- 
ry, becauſe the Fews ſought to hill bim. Te i, 8. 
Shortiy after the Paſſover, ſome of the Scribes 
and Phariſees were ſent from Feruſalem to Gali- 

tee, to lift his Doctrine, and be Spies upon his 
Actions. Happening one time te be preſent where 

| the and bis Diſciples were to eat, aud, obſerving 
that the Diſciples negleQed to waſh their Hands 
Krſt, contrary to the Cuſtom of the Jews, and 
which they made no ſmall Part of Religion, they 
eomplain'd to their Maſter of it, ſaying, why 4 
ty Diſciples tranſgreſs the tradition of the elders,in 
eating with amwaſper hands? Matt. xv. 1. Bur 

_ __  he:ſhew'd-them that their Traditions were erro- 
neous, and ſuch as made void the Law of God. 
Far Example; whereas the Fifth. Commandment 
enjoins Children to relieve their neceſſitous Pa- 
Tents, the Jewiſ Doors had found out a way 
0 evade this, by teaching Children to dedicate a 
_ - Giſtio the Temple, of which themſelves had 2 
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Or- good ſhare, and then ſilenee their craving Parents 
em eh this — That which Son d have gone 
he for your Relief, is dedicated to Gad; and this thou'd: 


be ſufficient to exempt them — farther Care 
bis WF in this — —— (ſays he) did Eſas- 
| as propheſie , Hypoerates, ſaying, 'T his 
of penn + nigh Fave. wth the — CR. 
li- noxreth me with their lips; — Wr * is far 
from me. Baut in vain de they wor ſbip me, teach. 
ke ing for doctrine the Commandments of men, Then | 
; hy turn'd to the People, and earneſtly call d upon ij 
in) them to obſetve, chat nothing from without, which i 
ae exter'd into a man, defiles ; but that whichproceeds . 1 
d - from withen, that aefiles che may, The Fhariſtes 
or i were vehemently incens d at our Lord for thus-- 
©; expoſing their Impoſtures before all the: People: 
wa Of which when he was inform'd by his Diſciples, 
2 he compared them to Weeds in the Chur eh, wie 
50 were not of God's planting, and conſequently 
7 fhould be tooted up; and to blind Guides, Wa 
lie pretending" 10 lead others that were blind, fell 
bis wich them imo Pits and Ditches, and ſo 
ay together. Then he went into a Houſe, and when : 
ng i he was alone with his Diſeiples, hey deſired hies 
108 70 explain his Meaning in thoſe Words, Not ta 
nd which entereth into 4 man, defileth' him; but that 
7 Bl which cometh but of him. After a ſmart Expoſtu- 
lation with them for not perceiving a thing ſo 
plan and obvious, he ſhews them, that the Heart 
of Man is the Seed-Plot of all Sin, and the im- 
re Fouutain which defiles our Converſion 2 
That che Vices of Men's Lives, Adulteties, For-- 
nications; Murders, Thefts, falſe Wicneſs, Biaſ- 
s, Pride; Covatouſneſs, and the like; are 
all form'd in the Heart, and flowing from thenee--- 
ee W N Actions, aud are Fog. Defile- - 
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186 . The Evangelical Hiſtory of Part II. 
ments; But to eat with unwaſhed Hands hath 


no moral Turpitude or Uacleanneſs in it. 


Prom hence our Lord removed to the Coaſts 


of Tyre and Sidon, ſeeking to be private; but he 
was quickly found out. For an. Heathen Wo- 
man (whom St. Matthew calls a Canaanite, Others 
© Syrophenician, becauſe Pbæœnicia was the anci- 
ent Seat of the Cauaanitet) came and cry'd out 
to him, O Lord, thou Son of David; have mercy 
' on me, my Daughter is grievonſly vexed with a 
Devil. But Jeſus anſwered her not a Word; till her 
Importunity growing tedious, his Diſciples de- 
rd him to gratifie her, and diſcharge her: He 
told them bis Paſtoral Office only. extended to the 
loſs ſeep of the houſe of Iſrael; In the mean time 
the Woman came to him, and caſt her (elf at his 
Feet. crying, Lord belp me. But Feſws told her, 
that the children (the Jews) were firſt to be fed: 


aud that it was not meet to take their bread, and 


throw it t0-4he'dogs. This might be ſaid in Allu- 
ion to that known Phraſe of the Jes, who liken'd 
the Nations or Gentiles to Dogs, while they ſty - 


led themſelves God's Sons and Daughters. The 


Woman meekly own'd the Reaſonablenefs of 
what he ſaid: Truth Lord, ſaid ſhe, yet the dogs 
"eat. of the crumbs which fall from their. Maſter's 


Table. Our Lord ſurpriz d with her moſt diſcreet © 


and modeſt Reply, ſuffers himſelf no longer to 


de entreated; but applauds: and bleſſes het in theſe 


Wotds; O woman, great is thy faith; be it unto 
thee even as thou wilt. Go thy 
ing the Devil is gone ont of thy. Nanghter; The 
omau went home, : and-: found her Daughter 


laid upon the Beg, perfectly deliyer'd * from the 


Power of the Devil. . 300 SES 
After this Jeſus went Eaſt werd, into Decapolis, 
2 Region moſtly within the Bounds of may 


. 8 


. 


oy For this ſay- 
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Port II. Our Lord Jusus CURIST. 188 


and Tracbonitit, conſiſting of ten noted: Cities, - | 
azadited chiefly by Geier: From thence he paſ—- 
ſts ſed on to the Sea of Galilee, where was brought 

he to him a miſerable Object, a Mau both deaf and 

o- dumb, on whom he was defired to lay his Hand. 

ers Feſus taking him aſide out of the Throng, and 


uſing as it were natural Means, put his Fingers 
into his Ears, and ſome of his Spittle upon his 


Tongue; then lifting up his Eyes to Heaven, with 
4 a deep Sigh he cry d, Be opened and looſed. And 
er ftraightway his Ears were opened, and the String 
le- of his tongue was looſed, and he ſpake plain. Our 
Te Lord charged thoſe who were then about him, 
be not to divulge this Cure to any Body. | Baz the 


ne more he charged them, ſo much the more a great 
lis deal they publiſhed it: And were beyond meaſure 
r, aſtoniſhed, ſaying, be hath done all things. well; 
4; La matetb both the Deaf to hear, and the Dumb to 


= This Miracle was ſucceeded by many others; 

d for upon his retiring to a Mountain, great Num- 
2 bers of Lame, Blind, Dumb, Maimed, and other 

e wiſe: diſtemper'd Perſons were brought and laid at 
f WM his Feet, and he mercifully healed them all. 
's The People were ſo intent upon his-miraculous 

s Cures, that they forgot their neceſſary Food: In- 


fomuch that when it was expected Jeſus wou'd 

. diſmiſs them, he told his Diſciples, that he could 
not but 'pity thoſe People, whs bad wow: been with 
bim three days, and bad nothing to eat: He told 
them be would not ſend them home faſting, leſt they 
Dom d faint by the 35 for ſeveral of them bad a 
long journey 0 go. His eee his 
former Miracle cf the five Loaves, ask d how they 
could make ſufficient Proviſion for ſuch a Mul- 
titude in a deſart Place? But he only enquired 
what Proviſion they had; and being told, ſeven 
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Loaves and a few ſmall Fiſhes, he order'd' all 
the People to fit down upon the Ground; and 
raking the Bread and Fiſt he bleſſed them, and 
diftributed: them to his Difciples, and they to the 
People, till all were fully ſatisfied. And though 
there were four thouſand Men, beſides Women 


and Children, yet the cemaining Fragments l 
8 ſeven Baskets. 


Having Almi d the Multitades, he embark'd 


| woith his Diſciples, and landed on the South-Eaſt 
Ports of the Lake, on the Coaſt of Daimanutha 


or Magdala; where the Phariſees and Sadducees, 


- however, contrary in their Principles, yet agtee in 


g\Chrift, and demand of him ſame new 
Sign or Miracle from Heaven, not ſo much for 


meir Conviction, as out of Curioſity, or rather 
ſpiteful and malicious Defign. With juſt Indig | 


nation therefore did our Lord reprove their Hy- 
pocriſie, that they could tell what Weather it 


would be by the Signs and Appearances in the 
Skie, but would not acknowte 
 Demonſtrgions of the Meſiab which he gave them. 
#ghing he return d them the ſame 


the maniſeſt 


rmerly giwen to the ſame 
vie. kat ſuch a: werked and aduſterous 


Id, 


„ Matt. xvi. 4. which having 
dad, he left them, and fail'd back again; In bis 
Paſffag e he bid hi Diſciples beware of the Lauven 


of the berge, and of the Sadducees. They ha / 
accidentally: forgot to take Bread with them, 2 


eloded that they were not to procure it of the 


People of thoſe: Sects. But their Maſter ſoon 

Torrected the Weakneſs of their Faith, that they 
How'd queſtion his Power to 

. bodily Food, when they had fo lately ſeen him 

feed roy Ahouſands with an inconfiderable 
EST * Quantity 


ſupply them with 


bed bave wo ether Sign, but: that-of 


uy pK Sar PA ea 85 = 


Quantity of Bread. Then he made them . | 
ſtand that bis Speech was figurative,. and alluded 
to the corrupt Doctrines of thoſe Men, which 
like Leaven wou'd diffuſe it ſelf i into a great ma- 
ny pernicious Conſequences. 

. They landed at Bezbſaids, the Birth-Place of 
ſevetal of the Apoſtles, where Chriſt had wrought 
many Miracles, but not much to the bettering of 
2 harden'd People, as appears from Matt. xi, 21. 
Preſently upon his Arrival here, a blind Man was 
brought to him for Cure; bat he won'd not youch- 
ſafe to touch him withia thoſe Walls, hens his 
Preaching. and Miracles had a ay. pulp _— 

_garded. Wherefore taling him 

leading bim aus of town, be 1 * ene. Oe 

 Spitgle,, and laid bis hauds on him, and aiked bim 

if he ſaw any thing? The Man looking up an- 
fon d, that he ſaw men . but ſo imer 


bf that be could, not have 2 them 
from Trees, bus by their. being in wow, Feſws 
then touching his Eyes a ear time, and cauſing | 
him to look up, the Man ſaw. every thing di- 
ſtinQly. and clearly. Having perfected the Cure, 
he ſent him dite iy home, forbidding him to ſpeak 
of it to Of ann the e ane of Bethe : 


I 


In the e Hiſtory of the 8 Wn. 
we have the. greateſt Encouragement. to. perſevere 
in our Prayers, and patiently wait upon God, 
though we have. not a ſpeedy Auſwer. Some- 
times we ask and receive not, becanſe we: al u. 
mißt, 38 St. James ſaith, for ſomething i hat we may | 
conſume aum our Laſts, But at other times, mhen 
the Subject of our [Prayer is pious, yet we are 
nat eatneſt enough, we have not a due Senſe of 
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for receiving the Blefling, becauſe we know not 
' how ſufficiently to efteem it. Or we interpret 
Hur not ſpeeding preſently, as a denyal; and there. 
by detract from the infinite Goodneſs and Mercy 
of God. But when with this poor Woman we 
can perſevere in our Requeſts, notwithſtand- 
ing Diſappointments, and reckon it very well 
if we are ſerved at all, though it be in the laſt 
Place, and be very thankful for the Crumbs un- 
der our Maſter's Table, the leaſt of all God's. 
Mereies, then we may happily be pronounced 
- ſtrong in Faith, and obtain our Petitions. This 
poor Supplicint - was without the Pale of the 
Church; ſhe had no ſpecial Promiſes to rely up- 
on, uo peculiar Relation to God or Chriſt; yet 
"the ſutrmounted all Diſcouragements, and ſtood 
the Shock of ſeveral repulſes without quitting her 

Hopes of Mercy: How much more ſhou'd we 
"who are the adopted Sons of God, and have 
'Chriſt for our Saviour, our Mediator and Advo- 
cute, come with boldneſs (as St. Paul ſpeaks) unto the 
-#brone of Grace, in humble, Jet full Aſſurance, that 
We (hall obtain ſuccour and help in all our Ne- 


. 0 Holy and eternal God, who haſt commande 
ur te pray to thee in all our Neceſſities, to give 
Thanks to thee for all our Blefſings, and to adore 
these for all thy glorious Perfections, gracions Com- 
- "mmuitations, and unſpeakable Mercies: Give me 
the Spirit of 4 and application, with an Un- 

"derſtanding of what is good; regular Appetites and 
| "Aﬀedttions, a Will conform'd 't0' thy good Pleaſure, 


1 


and ſubmitting #6 thy Diſpoſal in all things, San- 
cri my 0 Spiris, 4 Soul, and Body, that 


- 
— 


ben may ſt delight to dwell with me, and o dome 
a "Give me the Humility and Obedience 255 
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| rebuked for oppoſing his Sufferings. Our 
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Part II. Our Lord JESUS CHRIST. 187 


' Servant ,-with the Hope and Truſt of 6 Son, b 
in all my Neceſſities I may come to thee for Aid, und 


atiently wait upon thee for a gracious Anſwer and 


through Feſus Chriſt aur Lord. Amen. 
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Peter owns JESUS for the Mass1an: 1 


 LonDp's Transfiguration. He caſts out 4 


Devil; which his Apoſtles could not, for 


want of Faith, Prayer, and Faſting. ' ' 


] T was now: about e Year after the ſolemn E. 
lection of the Apoſtles, that their Maſter thought 
fitito-make an Experiment of their Faith and Un- 


derſtanding, as alſo to give them farther Light. 
into the N | 2 5 
king them therefore to the Northern Parts of Gs. 


ature and Deſign of his Miſſion. 


lilee, about Ceſerea Pbilippi, as they were in 
the way, he asked them hal Opinion Men had 


' of bim, and ulm they reported Bim to be? They 


anſwer'd, ſome ſay thou art Fohn the Baptiſt, ſome 


Eliat, otbers Feremias, or one of the: Prophets. For 


in Galilee the Sect of the Phariſees was verynu- 


merous, whoſe Opinion it was, that Souls de- 


parted, did according to their ſeveral Merits, 
tranſwigrate into other Bodies of very perfect and 


excellent Perſons. Hence they: concluded, that 


our Lord's Body was inform'd by ſome ancient 
Prophet's Soul. But becauſe his Diſciples inti- 
mately knew the SanQity of his Life, and all the 
divine things which he had done and ſaid; he de- 
manded what their Sentiments were concerning 


him: Peter as the Mouth of the reſt anſwer'd, 


Thos, 


— 
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Tos art the Meſſiah, the Sow of the living God. 
Hereupon our Lord pronounced him bleſſed; 
+ fince this cou'd not proceed from any human 
© Reaſonings, but by the immediate Revelation 
* of God: Declaring farther, that as his Name 
© imported @ Rock, ſo he won'd make him a 
* Foundation-Stone, and à prime Miniſter in 


.* building bis Church, which ſhou'd be ſo fitm- 


ly eſtabliſhed upon that Faith which he had con- 
e feſſed, that all the Infernal Powers ſnhou'd not 
t pftevail againſt it. Aud that for the more order- 
ly Government of it, he wou'd give him the 


Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven; ſo that his 


Sentence, whenever he ſhou'd regularly exclude 

or receive in, any Perſon upon Earth, ſhou'd 
-© ſtand valid in Heaven.“ Then to prevent the ill 
Uſe that might be made of this Diſcovery, he 
ſtrictly commands them not to declare to any 
Man, that be was the Ae. 
Having confirm'd his Diſeiples in the true No- 
tion of his Perſon and Office, he proceeds imme- 
diately, to give them a Proſpect of what he was 


40 ſuffer, telling them, He muſt go up to Je. 
=, and There de barbarouſſy treated by the 


| _ +4 Chief Frieſts and Scribes, and at laſt be mur- 


"$6 by aheir Procuremene; bot that aſter three 


Days he ſhov'd riſe again,” While he was upon 


this Subject; Peter with his accuſtoin'd Zeal 


thus broke in; Mafter, God forbid that this fhou'd 
| ever happen to thee, But though this proceeded 
tom entire Love and Affection, yet becauſe it 
th warted the ſacred Decrees of God concerning 
the Redemption of the World by the Death of 


nis Son, and betray'd ſome Expectation of an 
 - earthly Kingdom, our Lord with high Indignati- 
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Part II. 5 Our Lord F ES US C HR 18 T. 187 ; 
d. Mautiud, thou art an e to me; for thow ſu- 
d; voureſi not the things that be of God, but thoſe 
an that he of Men; that is, thou art deſiguing a ſe- 
ON 
me 


— 
. — 


| cular inſtead of a ſpiritual Kingdom of the Meſ- - 
ne ſiab. Then to reQtify this miſtaken Notion, he 
2 declares, to them, and to the People whom he 
in W had call'd about him, That whoever would be 
m- his Diſciple, muſt deny himſelf, and take up his 
u- Ctoſs daily, and follow him: That to lay down 
ot WW * Life for his ſake, was the way to ſave it; and 
er contrariwiſe, to fave it by denying him, was 
the the ſure way to loſe it: That the World it ſelf 
his would avail a Man nothing, if his Soul muſt 
ide * be the price and purchaſe of it. That the Son 
ud W © of Man ſhall hereafter come in his Glory to 
ill judge the World, and render to every Man 
he according to his Works; and then he will diſ- 
ny. WM * own thoſe before his heavenly Father, who have 
deen aſhamed of him and his Word before Men. 
© He added, that ſome who ſtood there, ſhould 
live to ſee the Son of Man coming in his King- 
© dom ©: This ſame interpret of bis Aſcenſion into 
Heaven, others of his coming to take Vengeance 
upon the Fewsſp People and Nation, in the De- 
ſtruction of Feraſalem; others will have it meant of 
his Trans figuration which follow'd very ſpeedily. 
For about a Week after this Diſcourſe he went 
privately with Peter, James and Jobn, up into a 
very high Mountain, generally thought to be 
Mount Tabor, ſituate in the Plains of Galilee. 
Here while they were at Prayers, his Face became 
as radiant and ſhining as the Sun, and his Gar- 
ments as bright as the Light, and as white as Snow. 
In much the ſame Luſtre Moſes and Elias appeat d, 
and talked with him about his Death which he 
4 ſhould ſuffer at Jeruſalem. Peter was fo taviſh'd 
rd, wich theſe heavenly Inbabitants, and ſo deſirous , 
4 | | to 


3 
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Ti detain them, that he propoſed to his Maſter the Pat 
= ſetting up of three Tabernacles, one for himſelf, 
= . the other for Moſes, and a third for Elias. But bre 
as he was offering this, ſcarce knowing what he 
ſaid in his tranſport, a bright Cloud came over D 
them, and a Voice iſſued out of the Cloud, which 0 ! 
ſpoke theſe Words, This. my beloved Son, in 17 
1 «evbom I am well pleaſed; hear him. This fo a- 
= 'mazedthe Diſciples, that they fell on their Faces Ml b 
' _ * {to the Ground; but after a while their Miſter 1 
came and encouraged them to riſe and look up; 
which when they had done, they ſaw none but 
- himſelf alone, Moſes and Elias being withdrawn. 1 
A ,s they came down from the Mount, Feſas 9 
Charged them to tell no Man what they had ſeen, 
till he was riſen from the Dead. This cauſed Ml ©* 
- fome Diſpute among themſelves, I bat the riſin ha 
From the Dead ſhould mean. They did not trou A 
their Maſter with this Difficulty ; but having ſeen 10 
. * Elias in the Mount, they took occafion' to ask de 
- him, by the Scribes and Phariſees did aſſert, that 
. that Prophet ſhould: go. before the Meffiah? Feſus h 
anſwer'd them, that the Aſſattion was true, but i > 
that it was already fulfill'd; Elias was come, and 
they bad treated him moſt unworthily, as they would | 
do the Meſſiah bhimſelf at laſt. By this Anſwer. Je 
the Diſciples underſtood, that they were to look 
upon John the Baptiſt as the Eliat that was 70 
JJV 
be next Day Feſws coming to the Place where 
the reſt of his Apoſtles were, found them in the 
midſt of a great crowd of People, engaged in 
diſpute with the Scribes. When the People ſaw 
Feu, they ran to him to bid him welcome, and 
teceived him with Joy. Coming up to the Scribes, 
he demanded of them the Occaſion of their De- 
- bate; but ſoon leatn'd it from a Man of the Com- 
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Part II. Our Lord JESUS CHRIST. 189 
pany, who threw himſelf at his Feet, beſeeching | 
him to have pity on his only Son, whom he had 


55 brought to his Diſciples in his Abſence, and theß 
"he could not cure him. His Diſtemper was Lunacy 


ver ind Poſſeſſion, which had made him Deaf and 
f Dumb. Ihe Evil Spirit uſed to throw him ſud- 


T dainly on che Ground, and into Fire or Water, 
. if he happen d to ſtand by them: It made him er 
cos out and foam and gnaſh his Teeth, and left him 


ſter not till it had bruiſed and hurt him very much. 
The unworthineſs of the People, and weaks' 


der nefs of the Diſciples Faith, which had obſtruQed. 

n. the Cure, cauſed our Lord to exclaim, O fab. | 
775 ; leſs and perverſe Generation, how long ſhall I be - 
4, i gon? How. long foul 1 Taper yaw? Some. - 
ſeq I conceive. that this Rebuke was chiefly intended | 
5s for the Scribes who had inſulted the Apoſtles, as 1 
bſe having met with a Diſtemper which they could 1 
cn. not cure in their Maſter's Name. Then he or- 1 | 
ik der'd the Child to be brought to him; who as = 
5% de was coming fell into his Convulſions and. 


75 Foamings. Jeſus ask'd the Father how long it Ml 
ä had been thus with his Son? He anſwer'd, Ever 1 
nd fſnce he was a, little Child: and added, I bos 
canſt do any thing, bave pity on us, and belp ut. 
Jeſus replied, If thou canſt believe, all things are 1 
* foſſible 0 him ibat belie veth. The Father of the I 
_ Child cried with Tears, Lord, I believe, belp ibn 
n unbelief, i. e. ſupply all the Defects of my 1 
Faith, and qualify it for thy Mercy NR 1 
ords; 


Te I Then Jeg caſt ont the Devil with theſe Words; 
* Tbos dumb and deaf Spirit, I command thee to -Þ 
oy lepart out of the Child, and enter no more into him. 1 
nd Wbereũpon the Spirit with hideous Out-cries tore 

s, be Child, threw him on the Ground, and ſeſt 

e. him Breathleſs, ſo that the People concluded he 


was Dead: But Jeſus rovk him by the LOGS . 
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lifted him up, and deliver'd him to his Father per- the 
 Fefly cured. All the SpeQators, were amazed at Po 
this Miracle, and adored. the Divine Power by 
which it was wrought,  —_ Di 


| 
| Wen Feſw was come into the Houſe, his IM jj; 
| Diſciples asked him, why they could not caſt out Re 
this Spirit? He gave them two Reaſons for it: of 
| Firſt, their Unbelief, by which ſome underſtand Ml je 
| the Imperfection of their Faith, not the total 
Want of it; and interpret the following Words, MW 
— © Jf ye had Faith as a Grain of Muſtard Seed; i thi 
your Faith was as quick and operative as Mug z. 
| ſfard-feed, and as apt to enereaſe and grow as that Ml jj 
18, ye might perform the hardeſt Things: Others pr 
| think this Grain denotes the leaſt degree of Faith, MW #1 
| Secondly, he tells them, this was one of that es 
kind of Spirits, which would not be ejected with- 15 
| out Prayer and Faſting, in which we may imagine 6 
the Apoſtles ſomething deficient at that time., Ml 5; 


a — 


Upon the occaſion of St. Peter's confeſſing out 
Lord to be the Meſſiab, the Son of the, living 
God, it may ſeem. ſtrange that he ſhould. charge 
Him and the reſt of the Apoſtles, not to tell this 
to any Man till after his ReſurreQion; ſeeing the 
knowledge of it was fo neceſſary. But the Rea · 
ſons are conceiv'd to be theſe: 1. Becauſe the 

glory of his Godhead was not to be fully mani- 

ſted till he was riſen again from the Dead, and 

_gloriouſly aſcended into Heaven. 2. Leſt the 
knowledge of it ſhould have hinder'd his Death; 

For, bad the Rulers known, ſays St. Peter, they 

would not bave crucified the Lord of Glory, Now 

57 7 was ſo unalterably determin'd: to lay down 
his Life for Sinners, that he would not ſuffer 
nis Death to be prevented by an unſeaſonable 

ene of his Deity... After bis Death, it wirr 
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. Wh that Se declered himſelf to be the Son of God with 
at Power, by the Reſurrection from the Dead. 

by No ſooner was Chriſt's Deity diſcover'd to his 
Diſciples, but 1 u ee eee 

us WU likewiſe reveal'd; and that for theſe wiſe and goo 

ut BW Reaſons. 1. To confirm. his Diſciples in the Belief - 
it: of his Godhead, by ſhew ing them his foreknow- 

nd i ſedge of Things to come. 2. To cortect the 

tal erronenus Opinion which prevail'd with them and 

112 others, that his Kingdom, was of this World, and 

1 that he was to reign here as. a temporal Prince. 

u z. To prevent their being ſurprized or ſcanda- 

at Wl lined at bis Sutterings. when they came; and to 

ers prepare them far their own, that they might not 
th, Wl ficiok. under "rey or renonnes hg, Walen 3 
nat elcape them. . 


ne 0 bleſſed Jeſus, 3 4 e to 

pf $1./Peter, au underſtaudi mg 1 5. to ty fo 
Dei, and acknowledge thy Miffion ; Grant. that 1 | 
may auer conſtantly and faithfully own thee for my = 


Lord ard Maſter, and approve myſelf thy: true DE. 
ciple aud Servant. Let no. preſent Hardfbips, or 
| popes of: 2 een for thy Name, be able , 


7 2 „er tempt me to diſſembie 
ar 2 Tanger of 'thy 5 Religion. - Give 
ET ng ty great Name © 


call d upon me, that I may ks blemiſh the 
Hononr of it, nor ſcandaljze others by an umſuit- 
able Converſation; 3, hut that glorifying thee in this 
Life, by. confeſſing, loving, and obeying thee, —_— be 
glarified at-the laſt Day by thy: gracious Appro 

tian of me. before 0 Nc Ow and 5 

d te Sn. 8 
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CHAP. xv. 


Our 8. 4 vr n ”s 0 A ere 
de Ambition A: 


_ . 


- Fire Fm Heaven, Fi 10 Weg OY 
f 0 R artour Mortij aer 8 Rem this 
Place through the midſt of *Gal//ze towards 
Capernanm ; but with all poflible Caution and 
2 Privacy, his Thoughts being much taken up in 
fitting his Diſciples for the ungrateful Seaſon of 
his ufferings. Therefore he warns them a ſe- 
cond time, to imprint theſe Words very deeply 
in their Hearts, That the Son of Man ſhould be 
Aieliver'd into ſ. ch Hands as womld pur him to Death, 
| but that the third Day be wonld riſe again, ' Their 
5 Apprebenfions were tov groſs to find out the 
meaning" of this; and they were afraid to ask 
their Maſter to explain himſelf any farther; © _ 
When they were at Capernaum, the Receivers 
of a certain Tax of two Drachms, or fifteen 
Pence à Head, for the Uſe of the Temple, came 
to Peter who was 4 Houſekeeper there, and ask'd 
bim, if bir Maſter did not pay that Tribute? Peter 
knowing his Maſter's readineſs to pay all Dues, 
-anſwer'd, N. As ſoon as he came into the Houſe, 
5 E prevented him, by asking him, wherher the 
tmmps of the Earth exadt Tribute of their own C bil. 
prove; or of Strangers? Peter anſwer'd, of Strangers, 
= replied, then are the Chilaren free, leaving 
to him to infer, that he was enemies e 
uc 
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vid, and as he was the Son of God. Neverthe- 
leſs, faith he, that we may not offend them, go thow 


firſt cometh up; and when thou haſt open d bis 
Mouth, thou ſhalt find a piece of Money, (of the 
value of Half a Crown ;) that tale and give unto. 
them for me and thee, Matt. xvii. ult, 

often told his -Diſciples, hat his Kingdom was 
not of "this World, yet they ſtill entertain'd hopes, 
that he would erect a ſecular Empire, and that 
they ſhonld be advanced to the chief Offices and 
Places in it. Accordingly, in their way to Caper- 


them ſhould be greateſt in this Kingdom? When 
they were come to the Houſe, Feſzs asked them, 
what it was they diſputed about in the way? But 
they held their Peace, and durſt not diſcover it: 
Only the Twelve asked him in general, ho was 


[wer'd them, firſt negatively, Not the moſt am- 


except they imitated little Children in Meekneſs 
© and Contempt of worldly Grandeur, they ſhould 
* not enter into the Kingdom of God; but that 
whoſoever came neareſt them, ſhould be great- 


' © ing dear and precious ſuch Chriſtians are to him, 


© ceiveth ſuch, receiveth both him, and his Father 


1 ſhould be moſt exalted.” 
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ſuch Payments, both as he was the Son of Da- 


and caſt a Hook into the Sea, and take the Fiſh that © 


Notwithſtanding our. bleſſed Saviour had ſo 


zaum, they debated among themſelves which- of 


| the greateſt in the Kingdom f Heaven? He an- 


bitious and aſpiring; he fhould be laſt of all, and 
Servant of all. Then calling a little Child to him, 
he took him up in his Arms, and told them, That 


©'eſt in that Kingdom; adding withal, how exceed: 


+< who reſemble little Children in Humility of 
Heart, and Innocency of Life; that he who re- 


that ſent him; and that the moſt humble among 


— 


7 * 


Here he was. interrupted by Jobs the Son of 
Zebedee, who .complain'd to bim, that he ſaw one 
caſting out Devils in his Name, and he forbad 
him, becauſe he was not profeſſedly one of their 
Order and Society. But Jeſus blamed the Apoſtle 
for hindering him, obſerving to him, that this 
© Man would not eafily ſpeak evil of him, in 
- © whoſe Name he wrought Miracles; and that it 
© ought to de a Rule with them, that whoever. 
c did not a& againſt them, was to be eſteem d 
_ © their Friend rather than their Enemy.“ Hence 
fit appears that God was ſometimes pleaſed to glo- 
| Tify his Son, by granting Signs and Wonders, to 
be done farong) his Name, although the Perſon 
Who undertook to do them, had not an immedi- 
ate Warrant and Commiſſion from him. 
Alfie this ſhort Interruption, our Lord reſumes 
bis Diſcourſe of humble Chriſtians whom he had 
IF compared to little Children, declaring, *. That 
S - *© whoever ſhould give ſuch a one a Cup of cold 
Water for his fake, ſhould in no wiſe miſs of 
© a Reward for it; but that whoever ſhould of- 
i fend one of theſe little Ones, by deſpiſing them, 
.< abuſing them, or leading them into Sin, it were 
© better for him that a Nil Boe” wen Tanged 
© about his Neck, and he were caſt into the deep- 
__ © eft place of the Sea. That they ought to be the 
more careful of offending ſuch Perſons, becauſe 
" * however helpleſs they are, in themſelves, yet 
heir Guardian Angels are of the higheſt ſort, 
SF _— ©and'have free Acceſs to the Throne of God, 
-*© That the Son of Map came to redeem and fave 
* ſuch as were loſt; therefore the greater would 
de their Sin, who ſhould offend or ſcandalize 
£ them, That as a diligent Shepherd, miſſing one 
'£ Sheep out of a hundred, ſeeks in all places for 
© jt; and having found it, rejoices more over Bot 
ELD” as ö © than 
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© than over all the reſt that never went aſtray ;" ſo! 
careful is God that not one of the-leaſt of his 
© Children ſhould periſh. That though the World 


was fall of Scandals and Offences, which would 


* necelſ{zrily happen; yet terrible would be the 
Judgment of that Perſon who caus'd them: 
That therefore they ought to beware of the Oc- 
© calions of them, and to murtify ſuch Affections 
as produced them, though they were as dear to 
them as an Eye, a Hand, or a Foot; becauſe it 
is infinitely more eligible to be blind, maim'd, 
or lame, in this Life, with Heaven at the end 
of it, than having all the Parts entire and ſound, 
to be caſt into Hell, where the Worm dieth not, 
and the Fire is not quenched: That the luſtru- 


* 


- 


* 


ments of noiſom and unſavory Laſts here, ſnall 


© be ſalted with Fire, and harden'ds:o endure ever- 


© laſting Puniſhments hereafter. But every ſincere 
© Chriſtian ſhall be ſalted, not with the Fire f 


Divine Wrath, but with the Salt of heavenly 
Grace, ſo as to become a Sacrifice of a ſweet. 
« ſmelling Savour to God. That as Salt is the 
© moſt worthleſs thing. in Nature, when it hath - 
© loſt its ſeaſoning Virtue; ſo will Chriſt's Mini- 
© ſters be the moſt deſpicable part of Mankind, 
© if they loſe thoſe Virtues which ſhould reliſn 
© their. Converſation, eſpecially that Peace and 
Concord among theinſelves, which is the very 


Bond of all ſocial: Virtues.* 


Now though our Saviour had denounced a 


Woe to thole, by whom Offences are wilfullyß 


given, yet he will have us ſtill preſerve a Charity 


and Compaſſion, for them. To this end he pre- 


ſeribes excellent Rules of fraternal; Correption, 
er Methods to reduce gur offending Brethren. 
1. When our Brother offends ot wrongs us, we 


| mult try if we can bring * to Reaſon. out ſel ves 


=y 


+ 
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by a private Conference, and debating of the Caſe 
with him. 2 If Admonition thus private hath no 


good effect, it muſt be given in the Preſence. of 


two or three Witneſſes, who may be able to juſti- 


tp our Proceedings. 3. If this alſo prove unſuc- 
- ceſ5fu], we mult declare our Grievance to the 
Church or Eccleſiaſtical Court; and in caſe he 


deſpiſes and contemus the publick Authority, he 
muſt be excommunicated, and eſteem'd as no 


better than a Heathen and an Infidel. And that 


Church Cenſures might be duly authorized and 
warranted, Chriſt aſſures us, that he will ratify 


jn Heaven whatſoever his Church, aſſembled in | 
his Name, ſhall decree upon Earth, whether it 


© be to the binding and ſhuiting out the Obſti- 


© nate, or abſolving and re- admitting the Penitent : 


© Promiſing farther, that if but two or three ate 


< pather'd together in his Name, he will be in 


© the midſt of them to guide their Counſels, and 
& aſſiſt them with the Influences of his Holy Spirit.“ 
Peter obſerving that it was his Maſter's Doctrine, 


that where private Admonition was ſucceſsful. 
the injured Perfon ſhould forgive the Offender, 
he deſited to know how often he was obliged to 
this Forgiveneſs, and whether ſeven times were 
not ſufficient? Jeſus anſwer'd; Not ſeven times, 
but ſe vent timeu ſeven; by which he gave him to 
underſtand, that the Number of Times was not 
to be limited. And to enforce this Doctrine of 
mutual Forgiveneſs, he propounds a Parable of a 
cettain King, who calling over his Accounts, 
found that one of his: Servants ow'd him ten 
thboduſand Talents, which is one Million eight 
hundred ſeventy five thouſand Pounds of our Mo- 
1 nmey; which he being utterly unable to pay, the 
1 King commanded that he with his Wife and Chil- 


£ 
* 


, ſhould be ſold, in or- 
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der to diſcharge the Debt. Baut the Servant fall. 


2 = 


ing down at his Feet, and humbly craving his 
9 Forbearance till he could make up the Sum, out 

. | of a generous Tenderneſs and Compaſſion he for- 

5 gave him the whole Debt. This Wreich was no 

: - ſooner gone out, but be met one of his Fellows 
: ſervants who ow'd him a ſmall Debt of an hun- 
: dred Denarii, about three Pounds, two Shillings 
) and Six-pence; and laying Hands on him, took 
t him roughly by the Throat, ſaying, Pay me 
d what thou oweſt me. And though his Fellow 
y - ſervant uſed the ſame pathetical Entreaties as he 
n had done to the King bis Maſter, yet he would 
it not hear him, but without any Pity immediately 
- ſent him to Priſon. The King being inform'd af 
© this, ſent for the unworthy Servant, firſt upbraided 
e bim with his Inhumanity, when he had juſt before 
n ſo plentifully experienced his Mercy; and then 
d deliver'd him to the Tormentors, till he ſhould 
% pay the very laſt Farthing. Then Jeſus conclu- 
e, ded with this moſt ſolemn Application; fo lie- 


1 wiſe ſhall my heavenly Father deal with you, if ye 
4 rom your Hearts forgive not every one bis Brotber 
0 their Treſpaſſes, Matt. xviii. ult. OE 


re When our Lord had thus ſpent his time in Ga. 
'S, lilee, till the approach of the Feaſt of Tabernacles, 
to ſome of his own Relations, who did not yet ful- 
ot ly acknowledge him for the Mefliah, adviſed him 
of no lcnger to confine himſelf to an obſcure Cor- 
'a ner of the Land, but go up to the Fealt at Fern 
ts, ſalem, and work his Miracles there, at the publick 
en Convention of. all the Families of Judæa; that 


cht his Fame might ſpread, and the Faith of his Diſ- 
ciples might be farther confirm'd. He told them, 
the they might go to the Feaſt as ſoon and as publick- -' 


il ly as they pleaſed; but as for himſelf, he muſt z& 
or- with Caution, becauſe the ptevailing Powers at 


5 * wh ＋ 
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| - Feruſalem were his mortal Enemies: That the 
World had no Quarrel with them; they might 
| - paſs unmolefted; but it hated him, becauſe he fre- 
proved the darling Sins of it. You therefore, ſays 
1 he, may go up to the Feaſt, but it is not ſeaſonable 
Ver me to go immediately. Hereupon they went 
without him; but he quickly follow'd them, not 
publickly, but as it were in ſecret, leſt he ſhould 
| too much awaken the Jealoufie of his Enemies. 
W Our Saviour was now on his Journey from 
Galilee to Feruſalem, and coming towards a Vil- 
lege of the Samaritaus, he ſent Meſſengers before 
him, to prepare for his Entertainment; but they 
refuſed to receive him, for the reaſon mention'd 
before in the Hiftory of the Woman of Samaria. - 
This Repulſe ſo provoked his Diſciples, Fame 
and John, that they deſired leave to call down 
Fire from Heaven upon the, Inhabitants, as Elias 
had formerly done thereabout, and conſume them. 
But their meck and gracious Maſter ſoon repreſs'd 
this ſanguinary Motion; Te know not, ſays he, 
what manner of Spirit ye are of: For the Son of 
Han ts nut come to deſtroy Mens Lives, but to fave 
 #hem. And ſo they went and took Lodgings in 
ß ar I 


Our Lord having denounced fo heavy a Woe | 
to thoſe who offend any of his little Ones, that is, 
ſuch as are Novices and Babes in Chriſtianity ; it 
concerns us to know what the nature of this Of- 
' Fence is, that ſo we may avoid it, and eſcape the 
e 
And here, in the firſt place, we cannot be in 
donger of committing this Sin, by practiſing any 
known and bounden Duty; becauſe in ſo doing 
we ate ſute we pleaſe God, who will certainly 
abſolve us from Sin, however Men may condemn 
EE 85 „ : us. 
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* us. Where he hath obliged us to any thing, he 
nt bath made that thing conſiſtent with all the Rules 
e- of Chtiſtian Charity. And this warrants our Obe- 
's dience to the lawful Conſtitutions of our Superi- 
le ors; in which caſes we are to obſerve the Injun- 
it 'Rion, and leave the accidental Events to the diſ- 
N poſal of Providence. Whoſoever is offended at 
d me for obeying God, or any of his Vicegerents, 
4 Magiſtrates or Miniſters, is offended at me for 
n doing my Duty; aud in this there is no diſpute; 
J . I muſt not diſpleaſe God, to humour my peeviſh 
2 Neighbour. In what caſe ſoever, ſays a learned 
y Biſhop, we are bound to obey God or Man, in that 
d ' Caſe, and in that Conjunttion' of Circumſtances, we 
4. have nothing permitted to our own choice, (and 
Ti conſequently there is no room for any Act of Cha- 
n rity) we have no Authority to remit of the Right of 
40 "God or our Superiors: And to comply with our 
n. Neigbbour in ſuch Queſtions, beſides that it cannot 
d ſerve' any Purpoſes of Piety, if it declines from Da- 
e, ty in any Inſtance, it is like giving Alms out of the 
of WM Portion of Orphans, or building Hoſpitals with the 
56 Money and Spoils of Sacrilege. & 

n But, ſecondly, in things meerly indifferent, 


whoſe Practice is not limited by Command, we 
muſt uſe our liberty ſo, as not to offend our Bro- 
ther, or lead him into Sin, directly or indirectly. 


e | 

8, It ᷑is lawful for a Chriſtian to abſtain from all ſorts 

it of Fleſh; and live wholly upon Herbs. Bar if by 

F _ fach Auſterities he ſhould lead others, who have | 
e a great Opinion of his Sanctity and Wiſdom, into | 


à Belief that Fleſh is impure and unlawful to be 
eaten, he muſt rather alter his Diet, than-confirm _ 
Men in ſuch finful: Miſtakes, Thus did Alcibia- | 
des the Martyr, mention'd by Exſebins, Eccleſe - = 
Hiſt. lib. v. cap. 3. St. Paal inſtances in Fleſh - q 
ſold in the Market, after it had been offer'd -to nn 
„ 5 . 1 4 EE Idols. 
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Idols. His Rule. is, that a Chriſtian need not 
ſcrupuloufly to enquire, whether it had been fo 
offer d or not; but if another Chriſtian of a weak 
Conſcience, told him of it, and bid him take care 
how he medled with ſuch Meat, then he was to 
let it alene,. for fear of encouraging the other to 


think, that ſacrificing to Idols was not a damnable 


Sin. Whence we may conclude, -. 


* 2 4 


ted by-Chriſt and his Apoſtle, is the emboldening 
others leſs knowing than our felves, by Word or 


Example, to commit Sin. This is called, Laying | 


a flumblang Black in our Brother's way, and wonnd- 
ing the Conſcience of the Weak, Thus Balaam, 
when he had not Power to curſe the People of 
Tjraeh, enſnared them in the Sin of Fornication 
with the Moabutiſ Women, from whence they 
fell into Idolatry. Every Inſtance of corrupt De- 
portment, or evil Communication, is a Scandal, 
-becauſe it invites others to do the like, leading 
them as it were by the Hand, taking off that Mo- 


deſty and Fear which reſtrain'd them, and encou- 


taging them to hope for Impunity in ſinning. In 


like manner do thoſe Miniſters offend, who teach 


the People any falſe Doctrine, knowing it to be 
ſuch; and thoſe Magiſtrates who by Threats or 


Puniſhments force Men to omit any known Du- 


ty, or to act any thing contrary to the plain Will 
and Word of God. This I take to be the Mean- 


ing of Offence and Scandal here prohibited; but 
the offending, others in the common Acceptation 


of the Word, that is, ſo as to diſpleaſe them with 


our Actions, and render our ſelves obnoxious to 


their Cenſures, cannot be here intended; becauſe 

this would wholly take away our Chriſtian Li- 
derty; we durſt not venture npon any Action, 
religious or moral, for fear of offending rf 
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Thirdly, That-the Scandal or Offence prohibi- 
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t body in this Senfe. We muſt not therefore ſa-- 
0 crifice our honeſt Liberty to the Caprice of peeviſh 
k and froward People. This would be to make 
e them our Maſters and Lawgivers: We muſt ne- 
0 ver keep any Faſt ot Feſtival, never proſtrate out 
0 ſelves at our. Prayers or the. Holy Sacrament, nor 
le do any thing but with their Leave, and their Hu- 
_ KF mour would become the Rule of our Actions; 
i- and what an intolerable Bondage we ſhould bring 
8 our ſelyes and others into, by this obſequious 
or Regard to the Scruples of querulous and diſcon- 


tented People, is manifeſt at firſt fight. Neither 
wonld it anſwer any juſt End of Charity: For 
beſides that no Conceſſions ever ſatisfy unreaſo-— 
nable People, (becauſe by the ſame reaſon they 


on may demand more, as they ask this for which“ 

ey they had no reaſon at all) it likewiſe indulges 

e- their Pride and Conceit, and inſtead of prevent-- 

al, ing, maltiplics their Sins nn 

D 95 5 

72 O bleſſed and gracious Lord Chriſi, who art made 

u- unto ns MWiſdom, Righteouſneſs, Sancti fication, aud : 
In Redemption; pour into my Heart the abundante = 
ch thy Goodneſs, that I may neither be to others an oc- f 
be caſion of falling, nor be enſuared and miſ-led my ſelf ' 
or by any wicted Doctrine or Example. Give me a: 1 
u - tender Seuſe of my Brother's Infirmities, Wiſdom to 
ill adviſe him, Counſel. to direct him, aud a Spirit of 

m- Meekneſs and Modeſty to bear with his unavoidable- 

ut Failingt, whether of Judgment or Practice. Grant: 

on me the Wiſdons of the Serpent, and the Innocence 

ith of the Dove; let all my Actions be piout and pri- 


dent, and my whole Life exemplary and charitable. i 
aſe Make: me a burning Lamp in thy Temple,” ta en- - WW 
Sl lighten others, and guide them: to thy Sauctuary; 5 

on, thar ſhining clearly, and burning ⁊ealouſiy, when 
me ibon zhe Bridegroom of our Soul ſhalt appear, F © 
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with all Chriſtian People being united in the Bands 
of Char ty and Love, may enter into the Foy ef our 
| Gord, and partake of the Refreſhments of eternal 
Ligbe and Glory, in that Heavenly Kingdom, where 
. #hox, O merciful Saviour, liveſt and reigneſt with 
the. Father and the Holy. Ghoſt, ever one God, 
Mord without End, Amen. 
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The Election and Miſſion of the Seventy Di: 

__ =». ciples, CHRIS T reaches in the Temple at 
the Feaſt of Tabernacles: Upon which the 
Sanbhedrim ſend Officers to apprehend him. 
ile acquits a Woman taken in Adultery. 
The Jews offer to ſtone him for affirming 

hat he was before ABRAHAM. 


A Little before our Lord's Arrival at Feraſa- 

4 lem, at the Feaſt of Tabernacles, about ſii- 
teen Months after his ſolemn: Election of bis 
Twelve Apoſtles, he choſe Seventy Diſciples for 
ſpecial Miniſters of his Goſpel, according to the 

Number of the Elders or Senators of Iſrael. The 
Names of moſt of theſe are unknown: to us; and 
wie have only an uncertain Account of twenty 
eight of them, out of Euſebius, Epipbaniut, and 
Papiat, viz. Matthias, Mark, Luke, Barnabas, 
Stephen, Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Par- 
me nat, Nicolas, Fuſtus, Apelles, Suſthenes, Rufus, Ni- 
ger, Cephas, Thaadens, Ariſtion. John, Barſabas, Ar- 
dranicus, Julius, Silas, Lucius, Managen, Mnaſon, and 
Anonias. The Seventy Diſciples were ſent out by 


.. twwrand two, as the Apoſtles were, partly for the 


I 8 5 


gZteater Reputation of their Work, and partly to 
- - Comfort and encourage, to help and ſtrengthen, 
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to aſſiſt and ſupport each other. And though they 
were of a Rank inferior to the former, yet our 
Lord gave the ſame Reaſon for their Miſſion, 
That the ct Harveſt was great, but the 
Labonrers few, Luke x. 2. The 1 Com- 
miſſion was, to go at large to any of the Cities 
of Iſrael; but theſe Seventy were to go only to 
thoſe particular Places which Jeſus himſelf de- 
ſign'd to viſit, to make way for his Preaching ang 
Reception. As their Journey was to be ſhort and 
expeditious, he order'd them to avoid all Impe - 
diments, particularly the formal Salutation then 
in uſe, and the common Scruples of Jeu in 
eating ſuch things as were ſet before them b 
Strangers. The other Inſtructions to them were 
the ſame as he had given to the Apoſtles; only 
adding the ſame woes againſt Chorazin and Beth- 
fajda, and his own proud City Capernaum, which 
he had formerly denounced before the Multitudes, 
when Jobn had ſent his Diſciples to him. 
The Feaſt of Fabernacles always continued 
eight Days, and began this Year on the ſeventh + 
or eighth-Day of our October; at which time the 
 - Fews: made: great Enquiry at. Feruſalem after e- 
ſut; ſome ſay ing he was a good Man, and others 
an Impoſtor. But when Men's ExpeQations 
were-almoſt over, on the fourth or fifth Day of 
the Feaſt, he ſhew'd\ himſelf openly, and taught 
in the Temple, to the great Wonder of the Jes, 
who were exceedingly ſurprized to find him ſo 
perfect in the Scriptures, whenas his Education 
had been without Learning. Whereupon he told 
them, that he ſpake not of himſelf; and that if they 
were ſeriouſly diſpoſed tu de the Mill of God, they © 
Won d ſoon. perceive that his. Doctrine proceeded 
from God that ſens. him; but becauſe they obſerv'd 
net the Law, they regarded not what be ſaid, bu 
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went about to kill him. Then the Fews reviled 

: dim, ſaying, Thou baſt a Devil: M bo goetb about 

#0 fi thee? In anfwer to this, Jeſus put them 

| in Mind of what had formerly happen'd at the 

Pool of Betheſda, and how they took up a Re. 

ſolution to deſtroy him, becauſe he heal'd a poor 

diſtemper'd Man thereon the Sabbath-day, though 
healing was no more a Breach of it than-circum: ' 
_  ciling, which they never ſcrupled on that Day, 

- when it happen'd to be the Eighth after the Birth. 
Then he adviſes them to compare theſe: two Ca - 
ſes together, aud ſee with what Juſtice they could 

condemn him as a Sabbath breaker, and acquit 
themſelves.” Jobs vii. 2·4. 
As he appear'd thus publickly, and defended 
himſelf, the People of Jeraſalem, who k new how 
_. mortally the chief Prieſts and Rulers hated him, 
wonder d that they did not take him into Cuſto- 
dy. - Are they convinced, ſaid they, that this ts 
the Meſſiab? That ſurely they cannot believe; for 
we all know this Jan's Houſe and Parentage; - 
bat that of the Meſſiah will be whelly unknown; 
Jeſus declared to them, That though they knew his 
 _ earthly Parantage, e celeſtial Extraction wa, 
4 @ Serret to them. But the common People who 
were diſintereſted, and had no Prejudice againſt 
him were convinced of his Miſſion by the Mi- 
racles which: he had wrought among them; 

Greater tban which they concluded the Maæſſiab 

con A not work. When the Phariſees underſtood 
what Opinion the People had of him, they ſent 
their Officers to ſecure him. Feſws told them, 
that as they deſited to be rid of him, ſo ere long 
they ſnhou'd have their Defire ; for he word return 

#6 bim that ſent him, and then they ond wiſh 

bl for him again; bur ſhou'd neither find bim, nor be 

bs able to come at bim. This Speech was offenſive 
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to them; for they concluded that he was going to 


ſome Pagan Country, te teach the Gentiles the 
Myſteries of the Few;f Religion; which of alli 
ahings they cou'd not endure to hear: But they 


laid no hands on him at this time, becauſe his 


Hour was not yet come. In the laſt Day of the 


Feaſt, whereon it was a Cuſtom to offer up 
Pot of Water unto God, which they drew out 


of the Well of Siloam, with Reference to this 


Cuſtom, Chriſt declareth with a loud Voice, If _ 


any man thirſt, let him come bo me and drink, 31 85 


zelieveth on me, according to the Tenor of the'Serp4 


tares, out of his Belly ſhall flow Rivers of living 


water. Fo, vii. 37, 38. meaning, as St. Fob 
- obſerves, the abundant Graces of the Holy Spi- 
tit, which ſhou'd 'be-pour'd out upon all Believers ' 


after his Aſcenſion-into Glory? 30 "986 
Theſe Sayings had various Effects upon the 
People; ſome thought him to be a great Prophet, 
others ſaid, he was the Meſſiab; third fort who 


knew nothing of his Birth-place, or Pedigree, ar- 


gued againſt him, ſaying, Hall Chriſt come out of 


Galilee? Hath not the a apt. ſaid, that Chriſt 


cometh of tbe ſeed of David, and ont of the Town 


of Besblebem, where David's Seat was? all © this: 


was true of our Lord, but they knew ait not. 
The Officers whom the chief Prieſts ſent to take 


him, return'd without him; and being asked 


they bad not brought bim, they anſwer'd, Never 
3 like this man. This Reaſon provoked 
their Maſters more than the Neglect of the Buſi- 
neſs they ſent them about; ſo that they asxed 
them with diſdain,” F they were ſo filly as 10 be 
led away with the Error of the unthinking vulgar, + 


rather (than be guided by their learned Rabbies, who. 
were all againſt him? Upon this, Nicodemus, the 


Phariſee Who came to Feſns by Night, and 70 | 


4 
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| cretly own'd- his Mifſion, calmly put them in 
mind, That according to Law, they ought: not-to 
condemn any Man, before they had beard him, and 
5 tue u tubat be had done. But for this fair Advice, 
be had only this ſcornful Reply; Art thou alſo of 
© __ - Galilee? Search and look ; for ont of Galilee ariſeth 
us Propbet. Then the Aſſembly broke up, with- 
out proceeding any farther, and every Man went 
ane 23s FT nyt; 
Now the Feaſt being ended, in the Evening 
Jeſus made his uſu#l Retreat to the Mount of 
Olives, a little way out of the City, and proba- 
bly lodged that Night in Bethany, at the Houſe 
of Lazurut. But early next Morning he return'd 
again to the Temple, and taught the People who 
gather d about bim. He bad not been long 
there, before the Scribe, and Phariſees brought a 
Woman before him, whom they bad taten in the 
very Ad of. Adultery, . They firſt of all urged; 
that by the Law -of Moſes ſhe was to be. ſtoned 
to Death; but however they left it to. Jeſus, to 
deal with her as he pleaſed. This they laid as a 
Trap to enſnare him, that they might have ſome- 
thing to accuſe him of, either for acting out of 
{bis Station, or contradicting the Law of Moſes, 
But Feſas knowing that he was not the proper 
| Judge of this Cauſe, and that it was propoſed: to 
| him with a Deſign to do him a Miſchief, took no 
Notice of it at firſt; but ſtooped down and wrote 
. with. bis Finger in the. Duſt of the Pavement, as 
though be beard them not. But they being urgent 
with him for an Anſwer, be rais'd himſelf up, 
_ and ſaid, He that is without Sin among you, let 
bim firſt. caſt a Stone at her, For it was reaſon- 
able, that the Accuſers ſhould be clear of the 
_ Crime, for which they demanded Puniſhment on 


another. But bit evil and adulteroas Generation, 
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(as not only our Lord and St. Paul, but other 
Writers of thoſe times charaQerize. them) being 
conſcious of their own: guilt in this reſpect, dropt 
away one by one, till Jes and the Woman 
were left alone. Our Lord lifting . himſelf up ß 
for he had ſtooped down again to write as be- © 
fore) and ſeeing none but the Woman, ſaid to 
hef, Woman, where are thoſe thine Accuſers? Hab 

no Man condemned thee? She ſaid, No Aan, Lord. 
Jeſus ſaid unto her, Neither. do condemn thee: + 
Go, and Sin no more. This he.ſaid, not to ex- 

cuſe the Woman, or extenuate her Sin, but to 
-ſhew that he declined the Office of a civil Judge, 
which was to paſs Sentence on, Criminals. He 
acts not the Magiſtrate, in are her to death, 

but the Miniſter-in calling her to Repentance. 

After this Buſineſs was over, he proceeds with 
er u e the People, one of which was 

this, That he was the true Light of the World; aud 

that whoever follow'd him, ſhould not walk in Dark- 

. neſs, but in the Light of Life. The Phariſees. ex- 
cepted againſt this, becauſe it came from him- 
ſelf: He was by own Voucher, they ſaid, by Te» 
fHimony therefore ought not to be admitted. But he 
ſhews them, that they were out in their Judg - 
ment, even according to their own Law, which 
allows the Evidence of two to be ſufficient: Now 
ſays he, I indeed bear witneſs of my ſelf, but my 
Father concurrs with me, and confirms what I ſay 
by mighty Signs. and Wonders. They then asked 
kim, Where by Father was? He anſwer'd them, 
Te neither know me nor my Father: I ye had 
known me, ye ſhould have known my Father alſo: 
For: they could find no Sin, or. Guile, or worldly 
Deſigu in him; and therefore they ought. to have 
concluded that his Pretenſions were true, that he 
came from God, who iplainly co - operated — 
8 ö +0 : im: 
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bim. Then he proceeds to tell them the danger 
Sf theit ill treatment of him. / gs my way, and ye 
Hall. ſeek me, and ſhall die in your Sins; Whither 
Igo, ye cannot come. And becauſe they igno- 
'rantly thought he would kill himſelf, that they 
might not follow him, he tells them, bat be ua 
vos from beneath, and of thi World, as they were, 
Bu from Heaven; which if they did not acknow- 
' tedge, they ſhould die in their Sins, Theſe perverſe 
Men preis ſtill with their Queries, Io art thou? 
Tie replies, That he had anſwer'd that Queſtion 
long ago; and that the time was haſtening, (viz, 
. his Death, and the Conſequents of eit) when they 
would be fully convinced, hat he had not ſaid or 
| done any thing, but what be bad in Commiſſion 
rem his heavenly Father. As he ſpake theſe 
Words, many believed on him: To whom he 
gave Aſſurance, that if they continued ftedfaſt in 
s Dodrine, they ſhould clearly perceive the Truth, 
dad the Trath ſhould: make them free. The o- 
mer unbelieving and gainſaying Fews : replied, 
Mey never were in Bondage to any Man; how 
did he mean, "they fhonld be made free? He an- 
"fwerd, <Whoſoever: committeth Sin, is the Ser- 
want of Sin; and though” Servants might have 
© fome- temporary Privileges, yet they could not 
© be. truly free, unleſs he made them ſo. That 
they were indeed Abraham's Children in a literal 
© Senſe; but inaſmuch as they rejected the Truth, 
« and ſought the Life of him who declared it 
to them, they were ſo far from reſembling A. 
© braham, that they bare the image of quite ano- 
© ther fort of Father. The Fews infiſted, that as 
8 tothe Spiritual Senſe of Father, they had all. 
L one Father, even God; for they were not born 
of Fornication, that is, they were no Idolaters; 
© Fornication fignifying Idolatry in a n 
ein | enſe, 
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© Senſe, Feſas aſſured them, That if God were 
© their Father, they would hear his Word, and 
love him who came from God. But now theß 
4 proved themſelves. to be of the Devil, by doing 
c his Works, and imitating bim p#rticularly in 
$ thoſe diabolical Sins of Lying and Murder; 
© for Proof of which he urges their calumniating 
c him, and ſeeking his Life. They made no o- 
« ther return to this, but by railing at him as a 


6 Samaritan (one of their worſt Names) and ſay- 


« ing he was ucted by the Devil. But Jeſus with 
© admirable meekneſs maintains, that, far from 
being influenced by any evil Spirit, he was ho- 
* nouring his Father, who would do him: Juſtice, 
© and vindicate his Innocence, becauſe he ſought 
not his own Glory, but was zealons for the 

Glory of his heavenly Father. In the Progreſs 
of his Diſcourſe he told them, JF a Man keep my 
ſaying, be ſhall never ſee Death, This rais'd a 
new Diſpute among the Jews, who took the 
Words in a literal and carnal Senſe. Abrabam, 
ſaid they, and the Prophets are dead: Art thou 
greater tban they? His Anſwer implied that he 
was: For ſays he, Pur Father Abraham rejeyced 
to ſee my Day; and he ſaw it, and was glad, al- 
luding to the Joy which that Patriarch concei d, 
-when it was reveal'd to him, that in his Seed; (1.8. 
in the Meſſiabh deſcended from him) all be Fa- 
milies of the Earth ſhould: be bleſſed, The Jews 
ſtili under ſtood him, as if he had meant that they 
had been Cotemporaries upon Earth; and eried 
out with Indignation, Th art not yet fifty Years 
old, and haſt thou ſeen Abraham? He affirms to - 
them, that bs exiſtence was not only equal with, 
bat befare Abrahain's, Hereupon they went about 
to ſtone him as a Blaſphemer; but he (though in 
the midſt of them) micaculouſly conceal'd —_ 
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_ felf from them, and eſcaped their barbarous Handy 


When ſome of the Fews (in the foregoing 
- Diſcourſe) ſaid, that wher be Meſffiab* ſhan'dcome 
: #0 man ſhou'd know whence he was; they aſſerted: 
. *@& manifeſt Falfity. For though Chriſt in Reſpect 
of his Godhead, was prefigured by Melchizeaec, 
{whoſe Parents and Pedigree was not known, (i. e. 
not recorded in Scriptore)? yet in reſpeQ of his 
humane Nature the Jet might know whence 
be was: For the Seripture plainly pointed out his 
Tribe, Family, Lineage, and Place of his Birth. 
As the Seripture is full“ of Ahluſions, according 
to the Cuſtom and Genius of the Eaſtern Nations, 
"fo we may obſerve, that in that ſaying of our 
Lord's, He that believerh on me, out of his. Belly 
Fall flow Rivers. of living water, he alludes to the 
Cuſtom of the Fews, who were wont at Foun- 
"tains to build great Veſſels of Stone, and in the 
Midſt or Belly of them, to have Pipes for the 
Water to paſs, Now ſays Shriſt, thus ſhall it 
be with every one that believeth on me; they 
hall be abundantly fill'd with the fanctifying and 
- ſaving Graces of my Spirit, which ſnall al- 
ways refreſh and comfort them as a living Foun- 
tain whoſe Waters never fail. 
When Chriſt faith, I fudge no man, the Ex- 
preſſion is to be reſtraĩined to | his. firſt coming, 
when he acted as a Saviour, not as a Deſtroyer, 
nas a Prophet and Prieſt, and not as a King. And 
therefore he inflicted not any legal Penalties on 
the greateſt of Sinners; and even the Woman 
taken in Adultery was diſcharg'd with Impunity, 
However, he did not intend: hereby to make the 
Sin look leſs odious and damnable, for he con- 
-demn'd:it even in Thought; nor to inſinuate, that 
eorporal Puniſhments, and even Death it ſelf were 
5 . of not 
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andy not agreeable to the Chriſtian Inſtitution. He 
left the penal Laws in force, but he won'd not 
take upon him to put them in Execution. But he 
oing' W will one Day appear as a Judge, and render 19 


come Wl every man according to his Works, © 


ſpect Almighty and everliving God, the Creator and 
eacc, ¶ Governour of all the World, who calleſt all Orders 
(i. e. WW of Men to Repentance by thy Promiſes and Threat- : 
f his. wings, by thy Mercies and Fudgmenis; grant that > 9 
ence Wl thy Cordneſe may lead me, rather than thy Severi- =' 
t his Bl ties drive me te my Duty: That I may cheerfully 2 
irth. conform to thy holy Will and Pleaſure, accompliſp- 5 
ding ing zhoſe Things that thou woulaſt have done, not 
ons, et of a laviſh Fear, but filial Love and Aﬀettion. 

our Wl Lei thy reſtraining Grace and holy Fear fo 3 
Belly all the Faculties of my. Soul and Body, that I may 
the ever feel the Weight of "= Diſpleaſure, or full in- 
bun- 7 the Hands of an angry God. So ſoften my Heart 
the BW with thy merciful Spirit, that I may be ready to 
the Wl forgive aud judge cbaritably, and ſeek the Salvation 
mit be worſt of Sinners: That: ſo having rene 

they / Image upon my Soul by Ach of Te 5 and 
and Mercy towards others, I ay obtain Mercy in the © 
L al- great Day of Accounts, when I ſhall appear before 
dun- the awful Tribunal of bim whom thou haſt appomt- 

_ Hf £470 be Fridge of quick and dead, thy bleſſed Sou aun 
Saviour: Feſns. Chriſt, - Amen. 
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5 1. 3 Diſciples retury to Cunt. 
& e good Samaritan. Mary's w/e Choice, 
- Cnr1sr teaches his Diſciples to pray. Pha- 
riſaical Purity only in the Outfide. Parable 
e the Rich Man whoenla#ged his Barns. Of 
. the'barren Fig-tree. The a Moman heal: 
1 4 on the Sabbath. # 


dee PI our Lord's 8 from Fe 
ruſalem, the Seventy Diſciples return'd from 
the” Parts they had been Tent to, joyfully report- 
8 R to their. Maſter, that zhe dery Devils had been 


ject to them through his Name. Jeſus, in con. 
firmation of their Report, told them, that he had 
obſerv'd the Arch Fiend fall like Lightning, from 
2 Empire and Dominion. Declaring farther, that 
. He gave them Power to trample upon the moſt 
. nant of the infernal Spirits, and they ſhou'd 
able to hurt them. ' Notwithſtanding, fays 
1 he, le nor fo much over-joy'd at this, es that your 
| Names. ate writien in Heaven, Hereupon out 
Lord, in Raptures of Joy, glorified his heavenly 
\ Father, for the free Diſpenſation of his Grace, in 
bringing the meaneſt, moſt illiterate Perſons to 
the Knowledge of his Truth, while the. lofty 
Phariſee and conceited Scribe remain'd in Dark- 
neſs. Then turning to his Diſciples, and dire- 
Qing his Diſcourſe to them in particular, he told 
them they ought to eſteem it as a ſpecial Bleſſing 
and Favour, that they ſaw with their Eyes and 


| ._ heard with their Ears thoſe Things which many 


Prophets and Kings had We, to be preſent 2 


but were not permitted. 
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About this time a Lawyer, that is, an Iuter- 
pteter of the Law of Moſes, thinking to get ſome 
Advantage of our Lord, asked him, what he ſhou'd . 
do to inberit eternal Life? Jeſus demanded of hin, 
what Light his Study in the Law afforded him 
to this Purpoſe? The Man readily gave the Sum 
ofthe moral Law, That we were obliged to love God 
with all our Heart and Soul and Sirength and 
Mind; and our Neighbour as our ſelves, Feſus 
well approv'd of his Anſwer, and bid him 3 
accordingly, and it won'd lead him to what he en- 
quired after. But this Doctor, willing to be 
thought an exact Man, asked, what he was to un- 
lerſtand by the Word Neighbour? Our Lord re- 
ſolves him in this, by a well ſuited Narration of 
a Few, who travelling the great Road between 
Jeruſalem and Fericho, was robbed, ftripped, 
wounded, and left almoſt dead in the highway. 
Some of his own Countrymen happen'd to paſs 
by him as he lay, particularly a Prieſt and a Le- 
vite, who of all Men ſhou'd have been molt ten- 
der and ready to aſſiſt in ſuch a Caſe. But they 
after they had view'd him a while, left him as 
they found him. At laſt comes a Samaritan who 
was leaſt likely to compaſſionate a diſtteſſed Few, 
- by reaſon of the religious Feuds between them: 
However he rides up to him; and when he ſoW 
\ his Condition, he alights, applies himfelf to dreſs 
his Wounds, gets him mounted upon his own 
Beaſt, carries him to an Inn, ſtays there with 
him all Night, leaves Mony with the Hoſt to 
provide for him, with a Charge to let him want 
for nothing, and he wou'd ſee him paid. Hhich 
no of the three, ſays Jeſur, was Neigbbour to the - 
poor unfortunate Man? The Doctor reply'd, He 
why ng him Mercy. Feſus concluded with 


this Exhortation ; Go and do thon likewiſe.” The 
- _ : SN . 
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Deſigu of this Parable was to ſhew, that contra. 
ry to the narrow Notions which then prevail'd, 
Neigbbourhood was not confined to Countries, 
Relations, or Religions; but that every Man was 
Neighbour to another, according as he had Op. 
portunity to do him goods | 
As our Saviour return'd from Feruſalem to 
Galilee, he was joyfully receiv'd and. entertain'd 
5 in Bethany, at the Houſe of Martba, who with 
= her Siſter Mary and Brother Lazarus were big. 
ly in Favour. with him. Both theſe. Siſters 'were 
holy and devout Woman, and reverently attend- 
end upon Chriſt's Inſtructions; but at this Time 
 Alartha was much taken up in providing the En- 
tertainment, while Mary fat at Feſus his Feet and 
heard his Diſcourſe. eee Mars com- 
Plains to our Lord, hat her Siſter had left all the 
Trouble of getting things ready «pon her; deſiring 
dim that he wou'd command her to give ber, Ali 
: +  flance. But FJeſus anſwer'd her with great Seri- 
: ouſneſs, That abc encumber'd and diſturb'd ber- 
e with the Cares of this ſhort life, while her 
Siſter was employ'd.about that, the Fruit and Be- 
nefit of which wou'd continue with her t0 all 
Eternity. By which Words he condemn'd not 
Marthas Hoſpitality, but, taught her, that her 
Proviſion. for the Body, though commendable in 
it ſelf, was of far leſs Value than her Siſter's 
Concern for the everlaſting Welfare of her Soul. 
_ _ Feſns was now probably in Galilee,- when be- 
ing one Day at Prayers, one of his Diſciples re - 
queſted of him 0 compoſe a Prayer for their Uſe, 
Jobs the Baptiſt had done for. bis. Diſciples, 
Whereupon he gave them the ſame excellent 
Prayer which he had deliver'd eighteen Months 
_ © before, in his Sermon on the Mount, only omit- 
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them to uſe Fervour and Importunity in their 
prayers, by two familiar Inſtances: The firſt, of 
one Friend coming to another at Midnight, to 
borrow Proviſions for the Entertainment of his 
© Acquaintance juſt come to his Houſe : The 
© Friend whom he would borrow-of, is in bed, 
and excuſes himſelf that he cannot riſe and di- 
6 ſturb his Family; yet rather than be troubled 


with his importunate Sollicitations, he will riſe 


and give him as much as he deſires: Much more 
' ſhall Men have their wants ſupply'd by a good 
© and gracious God, when they are conſtant and 
(earneſt in their Petitions. The ſecond was, of 
a common Parent, who would not give his 
Children Stones inſtead of Bread, nor Serpents 
4 inſtead of Fiſh, nor Scorpions inſtead of Eggs. 
But if evil Parents knew how to give good 
Gifts to their Children, much more wou'd their 
' heavenly Father five the Holy Spirit to-ſuch as 
m, Locke Ih 196 6: OT «re ti 
After this St. Lale - mentions: our Lord's diſ- 
poſſeſſing: a dumb Demoniack; upon which occa- 
ſion the Phariſees not only perſiſted in their for- 
mer Blaſphemy, but alſo again impudently de- 


confuted their Malice by the ſame Arguments 
which he had formerly uſed on that account; 

and likewiſe gave the ſame Anſwer to their de- 
manding a Sign; declaring that they ſhould have 
no other Sign but that of the Prophet Jonas; ad- 
ding ſome. few of the ſame Inſtructions to the 
People, as he had formerly given in his Sermon 
upon the Mount. In the midſt of his excellent 
Diſcourſe, a Woman of the Company in a Tranſ- 
port .cry'd. out, Bleſſed is the Womb that bare 


Jeſu: pronounced them more Bleſſed, who bt 


manded of him a Sign from Heaven. But Feſws _ 


thee, andthe Breaſts which thou baſt ſucked. But 
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te Mord ef God and lepti it. When he had fi- 
niſhed his Diſcourſe, he was invited by one of the 
Phariſees to dine with him. He readily compli- 
ed, and fat down to the Table, without waſhing 
his Hands firſt, as the Fews Cuſtom was. At this 
the Phariſee took offence ; but Chriſt laid hold 
of the occaſion to reprove their hypocritical Rites 
and Ceremonies, © That they were very nice in 
' © cleanfing the Outſides of their Cups and Veſſels, 
+ while their inward parts, their Hearts, were full 

© of Rapine and Impurity : Not confidering- that 
God made the Soul as well as the Body, and 


 - © requires that to be cleanſed in the firſt place, 


ln ds 


5 they fell inte them, and were defilet. 


That the beſt way to ſanctify their Proviſions 
© them, was to give away part in Alms to thy 
© Poor.* Then he enumerates ſeveral other Cor- 
ruptions of this Set of Men; their Pride in ftri- 
ving for the uppermoſt Seats in Aſſemblies, and 
affecting to be ſaluted by great Titles in publick 
Places; | their Oſtentation of Piety in tything the 
very Herbs of their Gardens, while they made no 
Conſcience of tranſgreſſing the great Duties of 
Mercy and the Love of God. That Men wert 
as eaſily deceiv'd with theſe outward Shews 0 
Religion, as they were with Graves overgrown 
with Graſs, upon which when they ſet their Feet, 
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One of the Doctors of the Law then preſent 
reſenting theſe Expreſſions, as bearing hard upoi 
his Order, Chriſt freely tells him, that they too wen 
fadly accountable, for impoſing heavy Burden 
upon other Men, which they themſelves woul! 
_ not ſo much as touch with one Finger : He means 
tze endleſs. Heap of Traditions and Ceremonid 
. which they injoin'd other Men to obſerve, but 
made them no part of their own Practice. An 
other Inftance he gives of their Hypocrifie, w 
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fi- Wl their erecting ſtately Monuments to the Honour 
the W of the old Prophets, whom theit Anceſtors had 
pli- Wl perſecuted and deſtroy'd; by which they would 
ing de underſtood to declare their Abhorrence of the 
his MW Impiety of thoſe Times, and how far they would 
old WM have been from touching ſuch precious Lives: 
tes MW Whereas they gave no better Treatment to thoſe 


in MW who now preached the Word of God to them; 
cls, and thereby ſhew'd themſelves the true Off fpring 


full of thoſe who ſlew the Prophets. Laſtly, he taxes - 


hat Wl them for perverting the Holy Scriptures, and keep- _ 
and ing the true Senſe and Meaning of them from the + 
ce, Wl People. Je have taken away the Key of Knowledge: 
He alludes to the Fews Cuſtom in the Creation of 
the their Doctors. Thoſe that had Authority. given 


ſtri· ſolemnly admitted to that Office, by having a Key 
andi and a Table Book deliver'd to them. So that 


lick dy be Key of Knowledge is meant the Interpreta- 
tie tion and Underſtanding of the Scriptures; and by 
no raking away that Key is ſignified the arbitrary Gloſ- 


the finful Practices of the Phariſees. and Lawyers, 
they preſſed hard upon him with ſuch Queſtions 


rendering himſelf obnoxious to the Government; 
which was an advantage they always waited for, 
that they might have a handle to accuſe him and 
deſtroy him: J ng Y 
In the mean time there being gather'd together 
an innamerable Multitude of People, ſo that the 
trod one upon another; Feſ#s begun his Diſcourſe _ 
with warning his Diſciples againſt the Leaven, 
that is, the ſower, hypocritical Spirit of the 
© Scribes and Phariſees ; and bid them not be ter- 
©Tified at what they could * againſt them, ſince 


or. them to interpret the Law and the Prophets, were 


ſes and Comments of theſe Doctors. As our 1M | 
Lord was thus plainly and faithfully correcting 


as they thought he could not anſwer, without * 
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their Malice could extend no tarther than to the t 


Body; but govern themſelves by the Fear af 1 
God, who hath Power to. ſave or to deſtroy * 
both Soul and Body to all Eternity.“ In the M * 


midſt of this Exhortation, one of the Company, 


more intent upon his temporal than ſpiritual In- 


0 
"2 
tereſt, cries out to Jeſus. Maſter, ſpeal to my Bro i * | 
ther, that he peaceably and fairly divide aur Inbe- "4 
ritauce betwixt us. But our. Lord -declares, it M ©} 
6 
t 


_ was none of his Buſineſs to be an Umpire be- 


twixt Men in ſuch Matters Hereupon he de- t 
cends to a Caveat againſt Covetouſneſs, declaring, MW ©" 


„That the Life of Man depends not upon large 
-© Poſſefſions, but is ſuſtain'd with a ſm il Portion the 


World the very next Night, and leaving his 
Eſtate to be ſpent he knew not how, nor by. 


> 40 fix their Hearts and AﬀeQions there, That 


for many Years, but to live at Eaſe, and take 
my Pleaſure. But God convinced him of the 


of things.“ And to imprint this the deeper up- or 


On the Hearts of his Hearers, he tells them (by M to 


away of Parable) * of a certain rich Man, whoſe M to 


Land producing a very great Crop, he was at a MW ov 


+ loſs for room to receive it. What ſhall I do? MI lik 
© ſaid he. I will pull down my old Barns, and MW hi: 
* rebuild them larger; and there when 1 have 
© laid op my Fruits, I ſhall have nothing to do 


Vanity of his Deſign, by taking him out of the 


* whom. Such is the Condition of every one, wh 


boards up the Treaſares of this uncertain Life, aud i 
3s not rich towards God. Luke xii. 1247. NM 
I ben he gives particular Directions to his Diſ. WM if 
iples, that they ſhould not diſturb their Mind WW th 
* with caring for the Body; but that they ſhould e: 
rather ſell their Poſſeſſions, and turn them into a 
1 Alms for the Poor, which was the way to lay u 
, * up their Treaſure in Heaven, and conſequently A 
C 


+ this 
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* this was the Kingdom which their heavenly Fa- 


ther would confer upon them, and therefore 
they bad no canſe to apprehend the want of 
* ſuch things as are needful bere. That they 
*. ſhould be looſe to this World, but always pre- 
* pared for the next, like Men with their Loins 
* girded, and their Lamps burning, waiting for 
* him the Bridegroom of their Souls, that when 
© he cometh and knocketh; they may readily open 
to him. That ſuch watchful Servants ſhould. 
have the Honour not only to fit at their Maſter's 
© Table, but even to be ſerved there, and waited 
on by him.“ Here Peter deſired to know, whe- 
ther this was ſpoken to the Apoſtles in particular, 
or to all in general. Whereupon Chriſt proceeds 
to chat acterize his Miniſters, who being appointed 
to diſtribute to others the Food of his Word, 
ought to diſcharge their Truſt faithfully, and not 
like that fooliſh Steward, who in the abſence of 
his Lord, conſumed his Goods in Riot and Luxu- 
ry, and tyrannized over his Fellow-ſervants. The 
Lord of that Servant, ſays he, ſhall come in a Day 
when be looked not for him, aud at an Hour when 


be is not aware, and will cut him in ſunder, and 


appoint bim bis Portion with Unbelie vers. This 
his unexpected Coming he uſes as an Argument 
to them, always to watch, as a Maſter of a Fa- 
mily would do, if he knew what Night Thieves 
intended to rob his Houſe, That knowing their 
Maſter's Will, they were the more to be. puniſhed 
if they did not obey it: And the more Talents 
they had receiv'd, the greater Account they mult 
expect to give at laſt. To theſe Diſcourſes he 
added ſome others already obſerv'd in the Sermon 
upon the Mount, and in his Inſttuctions to the 
Apoſtles, when he firſt ſent them to preach the 
Goſpel. - Here likewiſe ſome place his Remarks 
. . upon 
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upon the Galileans, whoſe Blood Pilate had ſhed 


of Siloam, which fell upon eighteen Perſons and 
- +kill'd them, Lale xiii. 1, which we haye more 
largely ſpoken of before. Theſe Hiſtories he ur- 
_ged as Motives to ſpeedy Repentance. The ſame 
Application he makes of ' a Parable of a Fig-Tree, 

- Which having ſtood three Years without bearing 
_ Fruit, the Maſter of the Vineyard order'd it to be 
cut down, as being an po eg -Encumbrance 
of the Ground. But the Gardiner begs of him to 
have Patience a little longer. Another Year with 
good Management may happily bring it to bear 
Fruit: But if it ſhould fail again, then he will be 
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content that it ſhould be cut down. Juſt ſo will 


God deal with thoſe People who are planted. in 
bis Church, and enjoy the Means of Grace, if 


they do not bring forth the Fruits of Repen- 


3 ANCE, _ 5 | „ Ss | 
As our Lord was teaching in one of the Syna- 
gogues on the Sabbath Day, there was in the Af. 
liembly a Woman who had been grievouſly' af. 
flicted with an evil Spirit for eighteen Years to- 
gether, which had bowed her ſo that ſhe went 
double, and could by no means erect her ſelf, 


Ard. be laid bis Hands on her, when tnſtantly jhe 
was made ſtraight, aud. glorified God for. her Cure, 
Lake xiii. 13. But the Ruler of the Synagoguein 
great Commotion asked the People, JF chere were 
not fix Days in the Week whereon they might come 
and be bealed, that they muſt needs break the Sab- 


Man, by ſhewing han how the Sablath was com- 


"Thee. Hypecrite, doth. not each of you on the * 


. 
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gat their Altars, and the Accident of the Tower 


When Jeſus ſaw her, he calf'd her to him, and 
laid, Moman, thou art looſed from thine Infirmity. 
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balh for it: Our Lord ſoon baffled this envious . 


monly broken in ceſes of far leſs: Importance. 


« 


TY 3 CD Kubo OY his 


—— 5 np, ww# ww (BD FY w wa AND CU WY 


WEEE 


1 e Rye "Sv {  mw,7zc7 


WAI. ets. No Bo: 
- 


CA 


Part II. Our Lord Ix SuS Cunror. 2277 


Hay looſe his Ox or hir Aſs from the Stall and lead bim 
away #0 watering? And ought not this Woman, be- 


ing a Daughter of Abraham, whom Satan hath 
bound, lo, theſe eighteen Tears, be looſed from this 
Bond on the Sabbath Day? This was ſo clear and 
fair a Vindication, that all Chriſt's Adverſaries 
were confounded, and the People rejoiced for the 


that they might not be diſcouraged at. the mean 
and -ſmall Beginnings of his Church, he compared 
its ſpreading Nature to a Grain of Muſtard-Seed, 
which in time grows to be the largeſt of Herbs, 
and to a ſmall quantity of Leaven,. which quickly- 


diffuſes it ſelf through a large heap of Meal. 
R | * : | 


bring her ſelf with her Houſhold Affairs, he in- 
tends not either to diſcourage Hoſpitality in ge- 


Senſe is conceiv'd to be this. Martha, I well 
© know that thou doſt all this in Love to me, and 


© tis no more than what is thy Duty in its pro- 
e per Seaſon: But thou haſt now an Opportu- 
e nity to hear the Words of Eternal Life, which 


© thou canſt not hear every Day: And it would 


+ have pleaſed me better, to whom it is Meat and 


+ Drink to feed Souls, if I had ſeen thee firing. 
© with thy Siſter at my Feet, and yielding an at- 
© tentive Regard to my DoQrine, than to find 


- glorious things which were done by him. And 


When our Lord reproves Martha for encum-+ 


* 


neral, or to condemn her for-ſhewing her Reſpect 
to him and his Diſciples in particular; but his 


„ thee providing for my good Entertainment. 


© Thou haſt not made a bad Choice, but thy Siſter 


© hath made a better; ſhe is providing for the ever- 
© laſting Welfare of her Soul; and ſecuring that 


ch” 


it to the Phariſees and Doctors of the [Fews, that 
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ET: good Part which ſhall never be- taken from | 
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they made clean the outſide of the Cup, that they 
_tythed Mint, Aniſe and Cumin, and that they built 
the Sepulchers of the Prophets, we are not fo 
to underſtand him, as if he abſolutely condemn'd 
external Neatneſs and Decency, or Juſtice in the 
minuteſt things, or ſuitable Honours to be done 

to worthy Perſons : But we muſt ever remember 
huis own Rule in theſe and the like caſes, Theſe 
 rhings ougbi ye to have done, and not to leave the 
ether. undone. Such inferior Matters were indeed 
your Duty, but ought not to paſs by way of Com- 
mutation for the Neglect of weightier Points; or 
for a Cloak of Hypocriſy, and Veil to cover baſe 
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Fill my Soul, O Bleſſed Jeſut, with the Love of 
all ſpiritual Graces and Virtues: Grant that, with 
oh David, I may have reſpedt unto all thy Com- 
mandments. Remove from me all Pride and Hanugh- 
tineſt, all couetous Defires and inordinate Love ef 
this World, all exceſſive Propenfions to temporal 
. Jutereſts, and ſenſual Pleaſures: Aud breath into me 
the Spirit of Meekneſs and Humility; the Spirit of 
Patience and Conrage; the Spirit of Chaſtity and 
Temperance; the i {wa of Devotion: and:boly Con- 
_ werſation ; that ſo ] may be perfectly diſpeſed to re. 
ceive thee, and to follow thee, mm the Paths of all 
 Gooaneſs, to the Kingdom of Heaven, purchaſed by 
hee for all thy true Diſciples, Amen. 
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CHAP. XVIII. 


Ht the Fraſt of Dedication, JES US opens tbe” 


Eyes of one that was born Blind. He de- 
clares himſelf to be the good Shepherd, who 
lays down his Life for his Sheep: And that 
he and his Father are one: For which laſt 
Expreſſion the Jews went about to ſtone 
Py, tas Ho . 
QOmething above two Months after the Feaſt 
- of Tabernacles, our Lord, after ſeveral Re- 
movals, went again to Ferzſalem, to the Feaſt of 
Dedication, which this Year began on the thir- 
teenth or foutteenth Day of our December, This 
Feaſt was inſtituted by Judas Maccabæus, in Memo- 


ty of the Dedication of the Temple, after he had 


clear'd that and the Altar from the horrid Pro- 


phanations of Antiochus . Epiphanes : It was an- 


nually celebrated in the Month Caſlen, and con- 


tinued with great Solemnity eight Days. Feſus 
being come up to this Feaſt, as he paſs'd along 


the Streets on the Sabbath Day, he ſaw a poor 
Man who was blind from his Birth. The Diſ- 
ciples underſtanding that he was born ſo, asked 
their Maſter, Mbeiber it was ſome great Sin of 
his own, (according to the Few:/p Notion of Souls 
ſinning in a pre-exiſtent State) or of bis Parents, 
which had brought this Calamity upon him? Feſus 
anſwer'd, that his Blindneſs was not ſo much ſor 
hs own or his Parents Sins, as for the [Manifeſta- 


tion of God's Power and Glory in his miraculous 
Cure; adding moreover, That it was his Office to 


do. theſe Cures in the time allotted him, before be 
was taken from them ; 25 that ſo long as be n | 
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med inthe World, he was the light of iti. Then 
| moiſtening Clay with his Spittle, he anointed the 
Man's Eyes therewith, and bid him go waſh it off 
at a Pond in the City, call'd the Pool of Siloam. 
The Man went and did as he was order'd, and 
preſently had the Uſe of his Eyes, to his own 
| great Joy, and the amazement of his Acquain- 
8 . , tance, who doubted at firſt whether he was the 
blind Man who fate begging in the Streets. He 
_ *afſured them, that he was that very Man; and 
certified them (upon their enquiry) that a Man 
called Jeſus had open'd his Eyes, and what Me- 
thod he uſed to effect the Cure. 
5 _—- Theſe inquiſitive People not being fully fa- 
F tisfied, bring the Man before the great Janbedrim, 
to de examin'd'by the Rulers. Here ſome of the 
Phariſees put the ſame Queſtian to him as the 
People had done, and he gave them the ſame 
E. Anſwers. But becauſe he was cured on the Sab- 
bath, they preſentiy lay bold of that, as ſufficient 
E _ quaſh the Glory and Dignity of our Lord. 7% 
Man, ſaidthey, cannot be of God, becauſe. he keeps 
| wor the Sabbath, But others profeſs'd they could 
| Never believe that a wicked Man, or an Impoſtor, 
could work ſach Miracles: So the Aſſembly was 
divided in their Judgment upon this Caſe, Then 
they asked the Man, bat Opinion he had of him; 
who readily anſwer'd, that he verily thought Ve 
-was a Prophet, The Rulers were reſolv'd, if 
poſſible, io rob Chriſt of the honour of this 
. Work: and therefore they queſtion the Fact; 
and ſend for the Man's Parents, and ask them, 
Fibis wastheir Son? If be was born Blind? If they 
Wo. - knew bow be bad obtain d his Sight? The Parents 
anſwetr'd, We know this to be our Son, and that 
de was born Blind: But by what means he now 
|  feeth we know not; or who hath Part I 
"Bc; Cr yes 
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rd Jesus CHRIST. 227 
Eyes we know not: He is of Age, ask him, he 
ſhalk ſpeak for himſelf. This caution they vſed 
in their Anſwers, leſt they ſnould incur the Penalty 
of an Excommunication, which the Rulers had 
threatned to inflict on any one, who ſhould con- 
fels that Feſus was the Cbriſt. Therefore they 
refer them for farther SatisfaQjon to their Son. 
Whereupon the Rulers call him again, and bid 


him give God the praiſe of his cure; as for the 


Man who had wrought it, he was confeſſedly a 
Sinner, becauſe he had broke the Sabbath. He 


that was heal'd replied; Whether be be a Sinner 8 


er no, I know nat: but aue thing I know, that where- 
as I was blind, now I fee. Then they fell to re- 
examining of him, How, and in what method his 
Cure was effected. The Man fairly told them, 


© He had given account of that already; why 
© would'they hear it again? Were they diſpoſed 


© tbe Feſus's Diſciples? They bid him, with In- 
* dignation, keep his Diſcipleſhip to himſelf: 
© They were AZoſes Diſciples; to whom, they 
( were well aſſured, God reveal'd himſelf: As for 
© this Feſut, they knew not whence he was. 
© That, ſaid the Man, is ſtrange indeed, that ye 


© ſhould not know whence a Man is, who hath 


© opened the Eyes of one born blind; a thing 
© never heard of ſince the Creation. If this Man 
© were not of God, he could do no ſuch thing; for 
© we all know that God hears not the Prayers 
© of Sinners in ſuch Caſes as this. This Dic. 
eourſa extreamly provoked the ſelf conceited Ru- 
lets, that ſuch an inconſiderable Wretch ſhould. 


preſume to talk like a Doctor and a Preacher be - 


fore them. Wherefote they made no mire. ado 
but caſt him out of the Aſſembly, by pronoun- 
cing Sentence of Ex communication upon him 
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Our Lord hearing of theſe Proceedings againſt th 
i the poor Man, found him out, and willing io WM ,- 
make him a recompence for his excluſion out of MW 5. 
the Synagogue, asked him, I bether be believed on 
; tbe Son of God? The Man, it ſeems, had ſtill ſome 
- -blindneſs in his Underſtanding, for he deſired to 
de inform'd, why the Sor of God was ? Feſus au- 
. Iſwer'd, Thou baſt both ſeen him, and it is be that 
- Falketh with thee. + Hereupon he Cried out, Lord, 
[ believe, and he fell down at his Feet and wor- 
*  -ſhipped him. Feſus turn'd himſelf to the People, 
And alluding to the occaſion ſaid, For Judgment 
| Ian come into this World, that they which ſee not, 
might ſee; and that they which. ſee, might be made 
blind; that is, thoſe who through pride or envy 
| ſhut their Eyes againſt the cleareſt Light, ſbould 
de judicially given up to Blindneſs and Ignorance: 
For when ſome of the Phariſees then preſent 
asked him; Are we blind alſo? Feſus replied, If ye 
F  _were blind, ſo as to acknowledge it and ſeek for 
a - "a remedy, ye ſhould haue no Sin in compariſon to 
what you now have. But now you ſay, we ſee, 
vou are puff d up with a_conceit of your know- 
fleqdge; therefore your Sn remaineth, and your 
Condition is incurable. Jobs iim. 
From this cenfure of Phariſaical Blindneſs, our 
Lord takes the hint to enlarge upon the Cha- 
F _. raQers of Spiritual Guides, ſuch as were charged 
1 with the care of Souls. He repreſents three dif- 
' - ferent ſorts of them, under the Similitnde of 2 
Shepherd and his Flock; telling his Auditors, 
| that there were ſome who inſtead of entering by 
the Door of the Sheepfold, climbed up ſome. other 
= way, ke Thieves and Rabbers to ſteal and to 
deſtroy. And when they underſtood: not his 


meaning, he explain'd himſelf by declaring, That W © 
de was the Door by which Men muſt enter into WW „ 


4 Bee r 


the Fold, (the Church) either for the Govern- 


ment of the Flock, or. the Salvation of their 


Souls. That all that came before him, pretending 


to be the Meffiah, ſuch as Thendas: and Judas of 
Galiles, were Thieves and Robbers ; they cheated 
and ruined the. People for their own ambitious 


or covetous Purpoſes. 


. Secondly, there were others who enter'd in- 


deed by the tight Door, but they proved but Mer- 


cenaries and Hirelings; they were not nearly: 


enough related to the Flock to have an inward. 
Affection and Regard: for them: So that when 
the Wolf came, they ſhifted for themſelves, and 


left the Flock to be ravaged and deſtroy c. 


Thirdiy, there were good Shepherds, who 


thoroughly knew the State of their Flock, and 


were known and follow'd by them. Such aShep-. 
herd © Chriſt profeſſes himſelf to be, in that he 


knew his Sheep, and came 10 lay down his Life 


for them, not through conſtraint, but freely and 


' willingly; for as much as no Man could take it 


from him, nor hinder: him from taking it again, 
which he had Power to do, after he had reſign'd 


it. At the ſame time he declared, That the Jews 


were not the only Sheep of his Flock; but that 
he had other, namely the Gentiles, whom he 
would bring into his Fold, and of both would 


make one Flock, conſiſting of ſuch as heard his 
Voice. This Diſcourſe made various Impreſſions 
upon the Jews : Some of them blaſphemed our 


Saviour, as one poſſeſs' d and mad, and not fit 


to be heard: Others faid, that the Doctrine he 
taught, and his miraculous Cure of the Man that 
Was born Blind, were abundantly ſufficient to 
confate ſuch a Sun der 8 
Befdbre the concluſion of the Feaſt, as our Sa- 
viour was walking in thoſe. magnificent Cloyſterss 
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on the Eaſt-ide of the Temple, called Solomor'y - th 
-- Porch, the aca, roll about him, end ask'd ſti 
bin why he would keep them in ſaſpence, and Ot 
not tell them plainly whether he were the Meſ⸗ th 


ſſab or not? He anſwer'd, that he had already B 
done enough to convince them, if they were to | 
de convinced: That the Miracles which he 


= . Wrought in his Father's Name, did fully manifeſt m 
bim who he was; but that they receiv'd him It 
| not, becauſe they were not of his Sheep, as he co 
| had told them before. Ay Sheep, ſays he, hear Sit 

my Voice, and I know them, and they follow me. Al 

And I give unto them eternal Life, and they fhall Fe; 
[ ne ver periſh, neither ſhall any pluck them ont of my in 
| hand, M Father which gave them me, is grea- m 
rer than all; and none is able to pluck them out tic 


f my Father's Hand. I and my Father are one. is 


John x. 30. It appears evidently by what fol- en 
los, that the Fews interpreted this Iaſt expreſſion, int 


(as it was meant ) of a unity of Power, and con- ſer 
ſequently of Nature, unleſs we can ſuppoſe an the 
dmnipotent Creature: For they inſtantly gather'd Wl far 
up Stones to caſt} at our Lord: Who when he an 


pleaded, that he had ſhew'd them many good M fic: 
Works from his Father; and demanded,-which 2, 


of: thoſe Works it was that deferv'd Stoning ; . of 
_ they anſwer'd, That it was not for any good of 
Work, but for direct Blaſphemy, in making him- MW cy 
ſelf a God, whenas he was but a Man. Bat he It 
argues, that ſiuce in the Seriptures Men are ſome- un 
times ſtiled Gods, they could not charge him W 
with Blaſphemy for affirming that he was the : 
Son of God, fanQified and tent into the World: * 
by bis Father, fince he maintain'd his Aſſertion tur 
dy divine Miracles, and demonſtrated thereby, W co 
more than by Words, that he was in the Father, ſw 


the Father in him. All this did 2aſe- 
* A ws 10 2 Mm. So bf 8 4 not appea af RO 
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ſerve farther, that this blind Man was heated on 


fiem what he was: then preaching, by Miracles. 


of InſtruQion) in the right uſe and proper Duties 


- conſequently one God, as appears by their An- 


IIS: than a Unity-in Will and 1 in 
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their Rage and Fury againſt him; for they ſought 
ſtill how. they might take him; but he eſcaped 
out of the Temple, and ſhortly after departed 
the City. And thus ended the third Year nk our 
Bleſſed Saviour 8 Pablick Miniſtry. | ” 


When the Diſciples wh onr Lord, a 255 : 
man ſinned, or his Parents, that be was born blinds; 
It is ſuppoſed that Children, before they have „5 * ll 
committed any actual Siu, may ſuffer for the 
Sins of their Parents. And from our Saviour's | 
Anſwer, Neither hath this man ſinned, nor his Pa- 
rents, but that the works of God ſhou d be made manifeſt 
in him, we may conclude, that though Sin be the 
meritorious Cauſe of all Puniſhment, yet a par- 
ticular Sin is not always the reaſon of it; but it 
is ſometimes ſent for the Exerciſe of the Pati- ; 
ent's Virtue, or to make him ſome way or other 
inſtrumental to the Glory of God... We mayob- 


the Sabbath, "and that many, if not moſt of Chriſt's 
famous Miracles were wrought on that Day; 
and that probably for two Reaſons. +. To con- 


2. To inſtruct the Fews (had they been capable 


of the Sabbath; that Works of Neceſſity and Mer- 
cy are very conſiſtent with the SanQification of it. 
It is hard to find any time, wherein Charity is 
vnſeaſonable ; as it is the delt of Graces, ſo the 
Works of it are fitteſt for the beſt of Days. | 
When our Saviour ſaid, I and my father are 
one, the Fews underſtod him to mean one in Na- 
ture and Eilence, one in Authotity and Power, and 


ſwer. But the Socinians will have him to intend 
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230 The Evangelical Hiftory of Part II. 
| Pleaſure and Conſent. Thus indeed all Believers 


may be ſaid to be one with God, ſo far as they 


' are regenerated and conform'd to his Image. But 

_ Chriſt is ſo one with God as to have a joint 
Power with him; to hold Believers ſo faſt, hat none 
can pluck them out of his hand. This is a good 
Argument for his being conſubſtantial and coequal 


8 with the Father. 5 5 


O Eternal God, who haſt enlighten'd us with 
the Goſpel of thy dear Son, by which we are taught 
to acknowledge him for the Shepherd and Bijhop 
"of our Souls; grant that I may ever be in the 

Number of his true Flock; that I may hear and 


e, ax obedicurly' follow bim, 


Let nothing be able to pluck me out of his Hand; 


| = n Temptations of the World, the Fleſh, or the De- 


vil ever ſeparate me from him. But lead me from 
- Tmperfeetion to Strength, from Acts to Habits, from 


Habits 10 Confirmation in Grace : eſtabliſh my 


Heart upon thy Promiſes, and my Hopes upon thy 


; | . Gooaneſs, till Faith ſhall be turn d inte Sight, and 


_ Hope into 5 np, (bleſſed Manſions which 
are preparing for us by Feſus Ghriſt thy only Son 
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delieved on him. John x. at. 


_ 


on the Sabbath. Exborts the Gueſts to take 
the loweſt Seats; and the Maſter to ente 
tain the Poor. The Parable of the Man | 
that made a great Supper. Diſgples muſt 
leave all to follow CHRIST. Parables of * . | 


the loſt Sheep, and Piece of Mony; and 


of the Prodigal Son Of the. unjuſt Stews 


ard. Of the rich Glutton and Lazarus. 


. E ate noun arrived at the fourth and laſt. 


' Year of our Bleſſed Saviour's publick Mi- 


niſtry, which began in the fifth Month of the > 
nineteenth of Tiberixs; a Year the moſt happy e 
and memorable in all the long Annals of Time, 

great and 1 


as that wherein were tranſacted thoſe 


| een Works, viz, the Redemption of the 5 


orld, by the Death of the Son of God, his Re- 


ſurrection from the Grave, his Aſcenſion into 5 


Heaven, the Deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt, and the 


Eftabliſhment of the Chriſtian Church. Our Lord 
began this Year with a Journey from Jeraſalem 
to Bethabara beyond Fordan, where Jobs had 
formerly baptized. Here great Multitudes reſott- 
ed to him, to whom he preached the Goſpel, and 


healed ſuch as were ſick and diſtemper'd among 


them. The People obſerv'd at this time, that £3 
though Fohn did no miracle, yet all that he had ſaid 


ef Chriſt proved true; for which Reaſon many 
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The Rejeftion of the Jews, and Calling of the 
Gentiles. CHRIS rm heals a dropfical Man |} 
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While our Lord continued in theſe Parts, a 
- Certain Man put a curious Queſtion to him con- 
3 cerning the Number of thoſe who ſhould be fa- 
ved, whether they ſhou'd be many or few. Our 
Saviour gives no direct Anſwer, but turning to 
the People, ſuits his Diſcourſe to the Senſe of the 
Ss _ _ . Queſtion, ſaying, Sersve to enter in at the ſtraight 
, aud ſſßall not be able, Luke xiii, 23. This is ſpoken 
mn Allufion to the Marriage-Feaſts amongſt the 
Fou; they that were invited, did enter by a 
3 Gate that was very narrow, and as ſoon as the 
whole Company was in, the Gate was ſhut, and 
opened no more. Agreeably to which Chrilt's 


«Houſe 15 riſen up, and hath ſhut to the Door, and 
ye begin to ſtand without, and to knock, ſaying, 


Lora, Lord, open to us: and be ſhall anſwer and 
jay ants you, I kuow you not whence you are, Then 


Bui be ſhall ſay, I tcll you I know you not whence 
you are; depart from me all ye workers of Targuiy. 
After this he expreſſes the Apnguiſh which the 
ey, ſhall feel, to ſee the Gentiles from all 
 _ Quarters. of the World, admitted into the Soci- 


= Rallye egin to ſay, we haye eaten and drank in 
= Thy preſence, and thou baſt tanght in our Streets, 


dom of Heaven, while they themſelves are ex- 


who had once the Preference before all others. 
Tube fame Day ſome of the Phatiſees came and 
| acquainted Jeſus with .a Deſign that Herod had 
= againſt his Life. We can hardly think that they 
geceie him this Notice out of any good Will, but 
rrrather to fend him out of the Country. But by 
Wn the Anſwer he return'd, he ſhew'd that he had no 
= Apprehenſions of Hurt from Herod. Go and 0 
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dae: for many, I ſay unto you, will ſeek to enter 


Diſcourſe proceeds: ¶ ben once the Maſter of the 


> ery of the Patriarchs and Prophets in the King-- 


= cluded, and thruſt down de the loweſt Place, 
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that Fox, ſays he, that I caſt out Devils, and do 
cures to day, and to morrow, and the third day I 
ſhall. be perfected. Luke xiii. 33. As if he had 
laid; Let Hero know that my time is, not in 


© his Hand; ere Tong my Work will'be finiſhed. + 


] am haſting to Ferzſalem to lay down my Life 
© there, not fearing to be kill'd by him in the 
© way; for it cannot be that a Prophet periſh out 
of Feruſalem, whoſe Judgment muſt proceed. 


from the great Sanhedrim which ſit - there? © 


Hereupon he moſt pathetically bewails the miſer- 


able State of that wicked City, in Words Which 
we ſhall have occaſion to mention more particu- 
larly in another Place. 5 TY 


hortly after, the deſigning Phariſces watched | 


ner on a Sabbath Day in the Houſe of one of 
their Sect. There happen'd to come before him 
a Man. fick of the Dropſie, waiting on him for” 
his healing Virtue. Jeſus firſt refers it to the © 
Company, whether it were lawful ts heal on the © 


Sabath-day or wot? But no Body making anſwer, 


he took him and heal'd him, and; juſtified what 


he had done by an Argument which he had uſed | 


on the like Occaſion, asking them wherher they 
wen d not have: done as 5 for an 0x or an aß, 
on that day? which becauſe they cou'd not deny, 
they ſaid nothing to it. Then obſerving how 
they who. were invited to this Feaſt, ſtrove for 
the uppermaſt Places at the Table, he read them 
a Lecture of Humility upon it, * bidding them 
not be ſo forward upon ſuch Occaſions, leſt. 
© the Entertainer ſhou'd have a greater Friend come 
* in, for whoſe fake he might be obliged to put 
© one of them down lower, which wou'd be a 
+ Diſgrace to them: Whereas if tHey ſeated tem- 
* {cles low at ficlt, their Entertainer might ſee fit 


eſus, as he ſat at Din- 


234 ' The Evangelical Hiſtory of Part Il. pa 
to move them up higher, and therehy make 
i them appear more confiderable among the reſt. 
This Advice he cloſes with a golden Maxim well 
fitted to the Putpoſe: Hhoſoever exalteth himſelſ, 
Hall be abaſed; and he that humbleth himſelf, ſhall 
be exalted, Then he gives a Word of good 
Counſel to the Maſter of the Houſe, * That he 
© ſhou'd not invite his rich Neighbours and Relz- 
tions, who cau'd treat him as well again; but MW gef 
fetch in the poor, maimed, lame and blind, who MW qo 
were in no Condition to return his Kindneſs, 
and then it wou'd be a Loan to God, who 
- * word repay it at the ReſurreQion,” One of the 
Company hearing theſe laſt. Words, repeated that 
Known Saying of the Rabb:'s, Bleſſed is he that 
Pall eat bras in the kingdom of God, that is, who 
mou d ſee the Reign ofthe Ae ſſiab, and partake of the 
Felſcites of it. Lak. xiv. 13. Then Jeſus intimated io 
| them by a Parable, that the Meſſiab was actually 
_ come, and had open'd this bleſſed State, and in- 
vited be e into it, but that they did not ac- 
..._-Cept the Ihvitation- The Parable was this: A 
..' . Certain conſiderable Man, ſaid he, made a great 
Feaſt, in order to entertain his: Friends and gc- 
-quaintance whom he had kindly invited. But 
when the Servants went to call thoſe that were 
to have been Gueſts, and to tell them every thing 
was jult ready, they molt unworthily refuſed to 
come, upon frivolous Preiences of Bufinefs that 
muſt needs be done juſt at that time. The Ma. 
ſter of the Houſe, /juſtlyincenſed at ſo much Baſe- 
neſs, diſpatched his Servants immediately into the 
Stteets and Lanes of the City, to pick up an) 
poor, 'wandring, helpleſs Wretches that they 
cou'd light of. Which being done, and there (til! 
_ . . remaining much vacant Room at the Table, bc 
ſends them out a ſecond time into the a 
> (0p. # . 555 All 
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and Hedges, charging them to bring even by Force 
all that they cou'd meet with, and fill his Houſe: 
Solemnly proteſting, that not a Man of thoſe 


who were firſt invited, ſhou'd taſte of his Feaſt. = 


The plain Import of this Parable was this: that 


the Chiefs and main Body of the Fews ſhou'd be | 


rejected; while the moſt deſpicable Part of them 
in the Streets and Lanes, together with the more 
deſpiſed Gentiles in the Highways and Hedges, 
ſhou'd eat Bread * Kingdom of God. 
Great Multitudes of People attending our Lord 
at this time, he inſinuated to them upon what. 
Conditions they might be his true and faithful 


Diſciples, aſſuring them, they muſt be prepared 
and reſolved to part with their moſt valuable poſ- 


ſeſſions, their deareſt Relations, and even Life it 
ſelf for his ſake: That therefore they ought to 
confider well what they had to undergo, befote 


they engaged in the Chriſtian Profeſſian; even as Bo 
in building a Houſe, a wiſe Man wou'd confider . 
whether he hath Mony enough to defray the 


Charges of it, before he ſets about it: And in 


managing a War, an experienced General will 
know both his own and his Enemy's ſtrength, © 


before he takes the Field, and offers Battle. With 
no leſs prudent Foreſight ſhou'd a Diſciple of 
Chriſt arm himſelf againſt all the Dangers and 
Difficulties, the Tryals and Troubles, the Aﬀi- 
ctions and Temptations which may befall him in 


his ſpiritual Warfare. Such well-grounded Be- 


lievers-will be as the Salt of the Earth, good aud 
ſavoury in themſelves, and apt to render others ſo 
by their yirtuous Example and Converſation: 
Whereas hypocritical and carnal Profeſſors are 
like Salt when it hath loſt its Savour, fit for nd 


manner of Service or good Purpoſe. Lale xiv. 
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. - ©, The Publicans and Sinners, as they had done 
_ _ : ſeveral times before, came to hear our Lord's In. 
ſtructions: He treated them kindly, and conver- 
led freely and openly with them; at which the 
Scribes and Phariſees took no ſmall Offence. But 

' + Feſws to cenvince them of their Want of Reaſon 
and Charity in murmuring at him for this, asks 
them, what Man who had a hundred Sheep, and 
. ſhou'd loſe but one of them, wou'd not leave the 
nainety and nine in the Wilderneſs, and go ſeek 
tnt which was loſt; and when he had found it, 
Jay it apon his Shoulders, and return with it rejoy- 
eeing? Or what Woman who had ten Pieces of 
Silver, and ſhou'd happen to loſe one of them, 
WWou'd not light a Candle, and ſweep the whole 
8  - Houle for it; and upon fioding it, rejoice with 
ber Neighbours? Both theſe Parables: he explains 
in favour of Publicans and Sinners, aſſuring the 
Odiegdors, that there is greater Joy in Heaven for 


ian for ninety nine Perſons who never were iu 
that doleful State. But to give us a livelier iden 
of this Joy, he ſubjoins a third Parable, of a Man 
wo had two Sons: The younger of, which be. 
ing of a looſe Diſpoſition, importuned his Fathet 
80 give him his Fortune into his own Hands. 
Which when he had: obtain'd, he went into Fo- 
reign Parts, and ſpent. it in Lewdneſs and De- 

; hauchery. Being reduced to Want, he was for- 


> : and fain he wou'd have ſatisfy'd his raging Hun- 
ger with their Draff; but even that was deny'd 
bim. This brought him to reflect, that the mean. 
Wt eſt Servant in his Father's Houſe had good Food 
enough and to ſpare, while he was periſhing for 
Woaant: And this Reflection made him reſolve to 
get home again by any Means, and ſue to his 
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/zthe Converſion of one ſuch loſt undone Soul, 


ced for a Livelyhood to keep a Herd of Swine;: 


* 8 F ather 


Il. 


2 W 2 ; y 1 : N 
S eee r 1 C 8 2 Tone * 2 q 
* £ Y * cl 9 * * n * — 


Nr MI 9 


Part II. Our Lord Jus Cu RIST, | 237 


Father for 2 Servant's Place. As he was upon 


his way home ward, the careful Parent eſpied 
him at a great Diſtance, and running to meet 
him, tenderly embraced him and kiſſed him. The 
young Man ingenuouſly acknowledg'd himſelf a 


Rebel to God and his Father, and did not pre- : 


tend now to the Privilege of a Son, but only de- 


fired he might live in the Houſe as a hired Ser- 


vant. But the over-joy'd Father, more than re- 
conciled, commanded that his Rags ſhou'd be 


ſtip'd off, and the beſt Suit in his Wardrobe put 


on him; that the choiceſt Diſhes ſhou'd be provi- 
ded for his Supper, and the whole Houſe reſound 


with the Voice of Mirth and Gladneſs, The Elder. © 


Brother coming out of the Field, and hearing the 
Mafick and Dancing at ſome Diſtance, call'd one: 
of the Seryants, and asked the Meaning of it. 
Being told it was, for his Brother's ſafe Return, 
he grew angry, and refuſed to go into the Houſe. 
His Father underſtanding this, came to the Door, 
and entreated him to come in: But he complain d, 


that after many Vears dutiful Service, withont 


once tranſgreſſing any Command, he had never 
been allow'd fo much as a Kid to make merry. 
with his Friends: Whereas nothing was thought 
too good for his Brother, who had conſumed all 
his Portion upon Harlots>. His Father with great 
Mildneſs and Tenderneſs told him; Sox, thon art. 
ever with me, and all that I have is thine, It was 
meet that 3 make merry and be. glad; for. - 
this thy Brother was dead, and is alive again; le 

was loft, and is found. Luk xv. alt. This Para- 
ble exhibits in the moſt lively. Colours the infi- 
nite Goodneſs. and Gentleneſs of God, in re, 
ceiving to his Favour the moſt abandon'd. Sin- 
ners upon their deep Humiliation . and Repen> 
tance, and in bearing with the difficult and fro- 
rard Manners of the reſt of his Children. * 


. 9 
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The Phariſees, among other Vices, were no- 


gether with the Conſequences of it, unjuſt and 
fraudulent Dealing: For interpreting all their 
Promiſes in a carnal Senſe, they eſteemed none 
| happy but the Rich, and contrariwiſe accounted 
poverty one of the greateſt Curfes, John vii. 49. 
© + © Such erroneous. and dangerous Principles as theie, 
our Lord confutes in his following Diſcourſe. 
And firſt he begins with a Parable of a rich 
" - Man's Steward, whom his Maſter reſolv'd to turn 
out of his Office, becauſe he had received ſeve- 
ral Informations againſt him, that he embezzel'd 
his Goods; he therefore calls him to a general 
Account, in order to diſcharge him. The Stew. 
ard hetęeupon confiders how to provide himſelf 
a future Subſiſtence, without being neceſſitated to 
beg, or drudge at hard Work for it. At laſt he 
befthinks bimſelf of this Courſe; he calls his 
„Lord's Debtors, and makes large Abatements of 
What they ow'd him, permitting them to alter 
their Bills, one from an hundred Barrels of Oil to fif- 
ti, another from as many Meaſures of Wheat, to 
fourſcore; and ſo proportionably of the reſt: and 
this he did to oblige them to de kind to him when 
be ſhou'd be turn'd out of his Employment. The 
Application which Chriſt makes of this, is to ex- 
hort his Diſciples, not to imitate the Injuſtice, but 
the Forecaſt and Policy of this Steward, by cha- 
_ ritably. diſpenſing of their Goods to the poor, that 
o they might ſecure an everlaſting Inheritance in 
the Kingdom of Heaven. Why ſhou'd not Men 
de as wiſe and provident for the Salvation of 
their Souls, as they are for their temporal Inte- 
kreſts? it were to be wiſhed, though it ſeldom hap- 
pens. But if they are faulty in a Truſt of ſmaller 
Doncernment, why ſhou'd they hope for Advance 


mem 


# 


toriouſly addicted to the Sin of Covetouſneſs, to- 
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ment to higher Poſts? If they cannot approve their 
Fidelity in a Stewardſhip of few Years Continu- 
ance, Why. ſhou'd they expect that God ſhou'd 
entruſt them with heavenly and eternal Riches? 
To love: the World as our ſupream Good, to 
contend for it as our higheſt Intereſt, to obey it 
25 Our great Dictator, can never ſtand with that 
Love which we owe to God and to our Bre- 
thren. No man can ſerve ſuch contrary Maſters, 
Luke xvi. 13. | | | 


* 


The great Offenders againſt theſe Rules, the | 


Phariſees, when they cou d not anſwer our Lord, 
derided him, thinking to turn his Diſcourſe into 
Jeſt and Ridicule. But he return'd. their Scoffs 
no otherwiſe than by aſſuring them, that howe- 
ver they might brave it before Men, and either 
cautiouſly palliate their Faults, or make a flouriſh 
and; a ſhew of Virtue, yet God ſaw their 
Hearts, and abominated that Vanity by which they 


endeavour\d to render themſelves popular. And 


to convince them how inexcuſable they were in 
contemning his Doctrine, he puts them in Mind 
how-clearly it was atteſted by Fob» the Baptiſt, 
and how conformable it is to the Law and the- 
Prophets; much more conformable than their 
Traditions, particularly in the Caſe of the Seventh 
Commandment, which they violated by allowing 
Divorees upon frivolous Occaſions; whereas he 
taught that (except it were for Fornication) no 
Divorce was lawful, and that Marriage after Di- 
vorce was no better than Adultery. Then re- 
ſaming bis former Diſcontſe againſt Covetouſneſs, 


he propounded a moſt affecting Parable or Exam- - 


ple of a certain rich Man, who was cloathed in 


Purple and fine Linnen, and fared ſumptuouſſy 


every Day; but had not the leaſt Senſe of Com- 
paſſion for thoſe who were in Want and 1 \ 


% 
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For a Beggar named Lazarzs, utterly helpleſs, as 
having a diſtemper'd and ulcerous Body, was laid 

at his Gate to ſue for Relief, deſiring only ſome 
of the Scraps that came from his Table. But the 
reat Man's Dogs were more merciful than their 
- \ Maſter, for they-licked his Ulcers, which was 
all the Kindneſs he found in that Place. When 
\ both theſe. Men came to, die, their Fate in the 
other World:was juſt the Reverſe of what it had 
been in this. The Soul of the Beggar was car- 
xy'd by the good Angels into Abrabam's Boſom, 
à Place of Reſt and Felicity; but that of the rich 
. Libertine was conſign'd to the Society of Fiends 
and Devils. By whom being dragged into the 
infernial Regions, he lift up his wretched Eyes, 
and being allow'd a Glimpſe of the Beggar's Hap- 
pineſs, whom he had formerly contemn'd, he 
deſeeches'| Abraham that be won d ſend. him 10 cool 

' «his Tongue, if it were but with a wet Finger, and 
aſſwage the inſufferable Tormenzs which be felt in 
' thoſe Flames. But the holy Patriarch told him, 
© that as it was but juſt for Lazarus, who had re 


© ceiy'd his bitter Cup of Afflictions in his former: 


Life, now to be comforted; and for himſelf to 
de tormented with the moſt raging Thirſt, who 
* had ſurfeited on all the Pleaſures of mortal Life; 
s ſo it was impoſſible for them to have any ſuch 

 * Intercourſe as he deſired, by Reaſon of that im- 


< menſe Gulph which lay betwixt them.“ The 


rich Man finding that no Mercy was to be ob- 
-tain'd for himſelf, intercedes for five Brothers 
which he had left behind him, wallowing in 
the ſame State of Senſuality as he had done. 
His Requeſt is, that Lazarus might be ſent to 
them, to give them an Account of his woful 
Condition, and prevent them (by a timely Re- 
r pentance) from coming into the ſame Pla 


n 
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the holy Scriptares in their hands, which ſu 


knew how he had lighted theſe Means, and 
therefore he infiſted on it, that F a ſpecial Mieſ- 


to-awaken his Brethren to a ſerions Repentance,' 
ken, and that if Sinners heard not Moſes and the 
all the imaginable Arguments of Conviction, a new 
Revelation ſent them by one from the dead, won'd 


have no better Effect upon them. This Parable 
not only ſhew'd the miſerable Fate of covetous 


lo Nager rifing from the Dead, 


le in them, as formerly, < that there was no prevent- 
him, ing of Scandals and Offences in the World; but 
I te- terrible wou'd be the judgment of that Man 


met I who was the Author of them. He had better 


If to M' be ſunk with a Milſtone about his Neck in the 
who Depth of the Sea, than ſubvert the Faith of the 
jife; MW * meaneſt of Chriſt's Diſciples. As to private Of- 
ſuch MW *© fences and Injuries common to Men, which 


im- might happen among the Diſcipt***hemſelves, = 


The MW he commands that the Offender be admoniſhed 

ob- and forgiven by the injured Party, upon his Re 
hers e pentance, how often ſoever there may be Occa- 
; in e fion for ſuch Forgiveneſs.” The Apoſtles, con- 


one. ſcions of their own Frailties and Paſſions with 


t t reſpe&t to this Duty, pray'd, Lord increaſe our 
oful WM faith. Jeſus affures them, That the leaſt De- 
Re: © gree of true, lively, operative Faith will enable 
lace WF * them to perform this 28 Duty of forgir 
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© of Tôrment“ Abraham reply'd, that 'rhey bas 
ene. | 


warn d them. of theſe things. The rich Man 


ſenger was ſem from the dead, he wou'd not fail 
But the Patriarch aſſured him that he was miſta- 


Prophets ſpeaking to them in 70 Scriptare with. 
9 


and uncharitable Perſons; but alſo hinted at the 
Deſtruction of the unbelieving Fews,. who wou'd. 
neither hearken to . Moſes and the Prophets, nor 


hen FJeſus turning to his Diſciples, declared to 
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ing Injuries, with as much Eaſe, as a miraculous Ml A 
Faith wou'd enable them to tranſplant Trees, tain 
And then to beat down any conceit of Merit in 1atic 

_ themſelves: for their beſt Performances, he pro. take 
pounds the Caſe of a Servant, who after he hath Ml Perl 

en plowing or feeding Cattle all Day, is not I hoſp 
preſently to fit down and take his own Supper; I nan 
but firſt to wait upon his Maſter at the Table, is n 
and afterwards to help himſelf: And the Maſter iſ whi 
doth not hold himſelf obliged to thank his Set: prot 
vant for doing thus; it being no more than what amb 
his Place and Station require of him. So litewiſe ¶ but 
Je, ſays Chriſt, when ye ſball have done all thoſe in © 
_ zhings which are commended you, fay, we are un: mig 
profitable Servants, we have done but that which ble: 


Was our duty to do. Luke xvii. 10. Che 
JJ oo Wa nl k3 £. ner 
In the Rule which our Saviour lays down fot ¶ Go: 
Mens placing (themſelves at a Feaſt or publick ven 


| u. he intends not to cancel the DiſtinQi.ſ the 
ons of Rank and Quality, and leave, Men to herd the 
together like Beaſts, without any Reſpect to their Fat 

' ſeveral Stations in the World. There is and on 
ought to be a Precedency amongſt Perſons ; andi] 
it is agreeable to the Will of God, that Honour 
Wn. dfhou'd be annext to certain Offices, Ages, and 
Conditions of Life; and that ſuch Honour ſhou'd 
be given to hom it is due, by Perſons: inferior 
to them in thoſe Reſpects. Indeed the Tenden- 
5 of our Saviour's Diſcourſe is, to maintain this 
Decency and good Order amongſt Men; for he 
Tpke to thoſe who rudely thruſt themſelves. into 
the beit Places, without waiting till they were 
ſeated by the Maſter of the Feaſt, who beſt knew 
what Company he had invited; and he ſuppoſe 
- that a more honourable Perſon may come in af. 
terwards; for the placing of whom, ſome- of the 
forward lotruders mult be brought down 11. 
8 125 50 ; | gal 
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Again, when he exhorts thoſe that make Enter; 
es- tainments, not to invite their Friends, near Re- 
in lations, and rich Hay eee this is not to be 
to: taken as an abſolute Prohibition of treating ſuch 
al MW Perſons upon proper Occaſions. Courteous and 
not] hoſpitable entertaining of ſuch, for the Mainte- 
et; nance of a juſt Intereſt and good Underſtanding, 
ble, is not only lawful, but a neceſſary Duty. But 
ſter while the Rich feaſt, the Poor muſt not faſt. 'Tis 
zer : probable that a Cuſtom had prevail'd among the 
hat ambitious and covetous Phariſees, to aim at none 
viſeſ but conſiderable Gueſts, who cou'd make them 
boſe an ample Recompence: And this ſelfiſh Deſign 
un- might be too viſible at the preſent Phariſee's Ta- 
ich ble: And therefore it was ſeaſonable to give a 
Check to it. The poor have moſt need of a Din- 
ner; but they cannot return the Kindneſs; but 
for God: ſtands bound for them, that whatever is gi- 
lick ven them now, ſhall be repaid with Intereſt in 
Qi. the new Life. You will therefore, in relieving 
gerd the Poor, not only. expreſs Charity to Men, but 
heit Faith in God, and hope of a bleſſed ReſarreRi- 
and on to eternal Life. - 6 


or Aerciful God, whoſe infinite Compaſſions extend to 
and hoſe who car male thee no manner of Recompence; 
ud who deſpiſeſt not the low Eſtate of the Poor and 
riot Needy, But haſt enacted many ſacred Laws for 
jen - their Relief, and ae 10 have a very ſpecial 
this Regard at the laſt, Day to thoſe Bounties and Ads 
t hell of Mercy which have been conferr d on them, and 
into zo eſteem them as graciouſiy as if they had been 
vere dene to thy {el ; Grant that [may, according to my 
Abilities, be ever ready to ſuccour my poor Bro» 
ther, after thy Example relieving the. buns 
ry,. 68d. filling the empty Soul with Goodneſs. Let 
the  Manmon of , tboſe Riches 
. „ 777 
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; aubich are too often abuſed to thy Diſhonour, and 
nr own and others Hurt, be turn d into an ac. 2 

. - ceptable Sacrifice of Alms and Oblations, that when 1 

1 


ey fail us, and we are forced away from them, we 
may be-receiv'd into the everlaſting Habitations of th 


zby glorious Kingdom, through Feſus Chriſt our 1 4 
,, Pu ee oa ni ct 
1 

I e 
Cunts beals the ten Lepers. His ſudden 9 


coming to Judgement. The Prayers the 6 
' © » Phariſee and Publican. The Caſe of Di-. 
vor. Little Children brought to Cbriſt. ſl « 
A Joung rich Man asks how be may attain ſl * 
Eiternal Life. The Reward of thoſe who in 
dame at the Elevenih Hour. 
Bere our Lord ſet out upon his laſt Journey 8 
to Jeruſulem, he took a ſhort Circuit in Pe- 4 
rea beyond Fordan, intending to enter Judæa not s 
far from Fericho. His Way lying between Sa- . . 
maria and Galilee, at a certain Village, he ſaw t 
ten Men together, all Lepers; who ſtanding at 2 
a Diſtance, ery'd out, Jeſut, after, have mer- 
cy en us. Fefus only order'd them to go and ſhew 
themſelves to the Prieſts : They obey'd; but in 
the way as they were going, they found them- ef 
ſelves healed. One of them, a Samaritan, hal e j. 
the Gratitude to return, and caſt himſelf at our 5 
Lord's Feet, \ acknowledging the Mercy he had WW « 5 
ſhew'd him. Feſxs, in a kind of Aftoniſhment 1. 
ud, Were there not ten cleanſed? Where are the Wc tt 
ne d only this, Stranger bad Piety enongh.to return f. 
n glorifie God. Then he diſmiſt him with this I « & 
ff 4, 7 AW | Do gracious © ty 


© whelm'd them; or as in the Days of Bot, when 


* turn'd into a Pillar of Salt, That whoever vi- 
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gracious ſaying ;. Ariſe, go thy way, thy Faith bath- 
made thee whole, „ „ 
The Generality of the Fews, and particularly 
the Pnariſees, had loſt the true Notion of the 
Meſſiab, and inſtead of a ſpiritual; expected a ſe- 
cular King, who ſhou'd deliver them from the 
Yoke of the Romexs, under which they groaned. 
Therefore to rectifie this Error, Chriſt anſwers 
their Demand, whex the Kingdom of God ſponld 
come, thus The Kingdom of God cometh nos 
with obſervation, with outward Pomp and Splen-- 
dor, for Men to gaze upon it: But it is al- 
ready among you, being form'd in the Hearts 
© of: my Diſciples and Followers, and triumph 
ing over the Powers of Darkneſs in the Mira- 
cles which I work.” And that this Kingdom 
and no other was to be expected, he farther aſ- 
ſures his Diſciples, by intimating to them fe | 
© DeſtruQion which was coming on the Fews in 
© general, and on their Capital City Feruſalem in. 
particular; which ſhou'd be ſudden and terrible, 
© like a Flaſh of Lightning, darting from the 
Skies. That as it was in the Days of Noah, 
© when Men eat and drank and married, not. 
© thinking of the Flood, till it ſuddenly, over- 


© the Inhabitants of Sodom ſecurely went on in their 
© uſual Courſes, nothing regarding the Denunci- 
© ations'of Judgment, till the Fire fell upon them 
© from Heaven, and conſumed them; to ſhou'd.. 
© it be at his coming to take Vengeance on the 
© Fewsſh Nation. That then all their Thoughts 
© ſhonld be employ'd to ſave themſelves, without: 
© looking behind them, either to pity or ſave o- 


© thers; Temembring the Fate of Lots Wife, who. 


© for caſting back a longing pitying Look upon 
Sodom, contrary to the divine Command, was 


: M3 « olated, 
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_ © lated Piety and Conſcience to ſave their Life, I *” 
© ſhow'd loſe it; but that ſuch as honeſtly hazard. pol 
« ed it, ſhou'd ſave it. And that there ſhou'd be I fl 
much of God's diſtinguiſning Providence dif. du 
© cern'd, in reſcuing ſome, and leaving others to bu 
8 periſh by the Calamity, 15 
Then, to encourage his Diſciples (and us in © 
them) to Fervency, [mportunity, and Perſeve- 
trance in Prayer, he propounds the Parable of an 
unjuſt Judge, who neither fear'd God, nor re-“ 
gatded Man; yet was overcome by the inceſſant 
Cries of an injured Widow, to do her Juſtice Jo 
Contrary to his Inclinations. From whence he 
argues, that if ſuch a prophane, haughty, merci- he: 
leſs Wretch cou'd be ſo far prevail'd on, how P? 


F 246. The Evangelical Hiftory of Part II. Pa 


much more wou'd the righteous, merciful, and la 
cgmpaſſionate Judge of all the Earth avenge his Ca 
j own Ele& which cry Day and Night to him, di 
though he ſeem'd perhaps ſomewhat tardy in the he 
Execution? Nevertheleſs, though nothing be fo the 
ſure as God's vindicating the Cauſe of his Chil- pu 


dren; yet when the Son of Man, he tells them, 
ſhou'd come to take Vengeance on the obſtinate ſ 5** 


gl  Fews, he ſhou'd find a very weak and decayd * 
| Faith among Believers, and conſequently but little 44 


. importuning of God with unwearied Cries and 
Supplications, as the poor Widow did the unjut W 
Judge. In the next Place, to make them humble 
as well as 2 b 5e, Thee” conftant in their Prayers, 2 
he propoſes another Parable, of two Men that 4 
went into the Temple to pray, the one a Phariſee, tn 
2 Man of high Character; the other a Publica '* 
who was infamous by his Calling. The former an 


1 8 erg boldly up to the Oratory, and pray'd thus: 15 
God, I thank thee, that I am not ſuch a Sinner aff i. 
- other Men; I am not guilty of Extortion, Tujn: in 


fiice, or Adultery, nor like this Publican. I fal 


— 


twice ny Meet, aud pay the Tythe of all that I 
ut the poor Pablican on the other ſide, 
ſtanding at adiſtance'in the Court of the Gentiles, 


durſt not ſo much as lift up his Eyes to Heaven, 
| but ſtruck his breaſt, ſaying, God be merciful #0 


me a Sinner. I tell you, ſays our Lord, this latter 


was juſtified of God, more than he who juſtified 


himſelf. For every one that exalteth himſelf, fhall 
be abaſed; and he that haumbleth himſelf, ſhall be 
exalted, Luke xviii. 14. : 


When our Lord was arrived in Perea beyond 


Jordan, vaſt Multitudes of People reſorted to him, 


whom he inſtructed, as his Cuſtom was, and 
| healed their ſick and diſeaſed. Here the Phariſees 
put an enſnaring Queſtion to him, Whether it was 


lawful for a Man to put awny his Wife for every 
Cauſe ? He could not affirm it, without contra- 
diging himſelf, Mat. v. 32. and if he denied it, 
he rags ſeem to contradict their Law, or atleaſt 
their Traditions. Wherefore he asked them in 
the firſt Place, bat Moſes commanded in the 
Law? They replied, that Moſes allowed it, upon 


giving the Woman a Mriting to teſtify ber Divorce- 


ment. But Jeſus referr'd them to the firſt Inſti- 
tution of Marriage by God himſelf, at the Crea- 


tion of the Woman, and giving her to Adam, 


where, he declares, zhat a Man ſhall leave Father 


and Mother to cleave to hy Wife, and they tus 
ſhall become one Fleſh. What therefore, ſays Chriſt, 
God hath thus united, let not Man ſeparate, So. 


that the Latitude which Moſes allow'd for Di- 
vorces, was rather owing to the Fews hardneſs 
and obſtinacy, who would not otherwiſe be go- 
vern'd, than either to the reaſon of the thing, or 
the mind of the Law-Giver. When he was retired 


into the Houſe, his Diſciples asked him again pri- 


vately of the ſame matter, and he return'd them 


M 4 „ 


| 
| 
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the ſame Anſwer. Whereupon they conclude, he 
that if the Marriage Bonds were ſo ſtrict, it were il far 
beſt not to marry at all, But their Maſter told ou 
them; that the purity of a fingle Life was attain. b. 
able but by a few, whom either Nature or hu- an. 
man force had render'd uncapable of Marriage, WW 7r 
or whom the ardent defire of Heaven had per- he: 

- FfeQted this way. And ſince all Men were not I gre 
capable of a virtuous celibacy, let them uſe the if tis! 
lawful Remedy, who have not the gift of Con- his 
tinence. „ | = 
Then certain of the People who eſteem'd our der 
Lord as a great Prophet, brought their young N 
Children to him, that he might lay his Hands on the 
them, and give them his Blefſing. The Diſciples I Th 
not willing that their Maſter ſhould be interrupt- Il fed 
ed by Infants, blamed thoſe that brought them. I anc 
But Feſus was diſpleaſed at them for hindering I} rep! 
- them, and ſaid, Suffer the little Children, and for- are, 
Did them not to come unto me; for of ſuch x the ¶ can 
Kingdom of Heaven; whoſoever receives not the iſ mal 
Kingdom of God with the ſimplicity and inno- i (0.1 
cen M a little Child, ſhall not enter into it. Ha- 7 
bvHving faid this, he took them up in his Arms, W of | 
laid his Hands upon them, and bleſſed them; and all, 
after wards departed to another Place, Mat. xix. ¶ the 
Mart x. Lale xviii. on 
As Feſus was in his Progreſs, a young Man of ther 
Quality and Fortune, ran to him, and kneeling him 
lown ſaid, Good Maſter, what good thing muſt - iudę 

I do to obtain eternal Life? Feſnus knowing that guiſ 
this Perſon took him for no more than a meer Mjzde 
Man, firſt ask'd him, y he ſaluted bim by the Wart 
Title of Good, which was not 3 to the greateſt she 
Rabbies, but reſerved for God himſelf: Then he R. 
examin'd him in the Commandments of the ſe- in 
cond Table; which the young Man affirm'd that , ſh 
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he had kept from his youth. hat am I tw do 
farther ? ſaid he. tbon wilt be per fed, replied 
our Lord, go ſel] what thou haſt, and diſtribute 
the Money among the Poor; and take up thy Croſs 
and follow me, and thou ſhalt be rewarded with 
Treaſure in Heaven. But when the young Man 
heard this, he went away ſorrowfal ; for he had 
great Poſſeſfions. Jeſus ſeeing him thus diſſa- 
tisfied with the Conditions of Salvation, turn'd to 
his Diſciples and ſaid, Flow: hard is it for a rich 
Man to enter into the Kingdom of Heaven! Har- 
der, than for a Camel to paſs through the Eye f 
Needle: which was a proverbial Speech among 
the Fews, to ſignify- a thing of great difficulty. 
The Diſciples who knew how cloſely Men's Af- 
fections are. ſet upon the World, ſaid one to 
another, ho tben can be-ſaved? Their Maſter 


replied, No Man, if left to himſelf; but all things * 


are poſſible to God, who by the Power of his Grace, 
can renew and change the Heart of Man, and 

make-the rich in this World, poor in Spirit, and 
ſo fit for the Kingdom of Heaven. 
The Apoſtles having heard our Saviour's offer 
of Heaven to the rich Man, in caſe he forſook 
all, and follow'd him; Peter, in the Name of 
the reſt, deſired to know what they might expect, 
who had perform'd this Condition? Jeſus aſſut d 
them, that at the general Reſurrection, when he 
himſelf ſhould fit on his glorious Tribunal to- 


- judge the World, they. ſhould have the diſtin- - 


guiſning Honour to fit by him ex Twelve Thrones, . 
judging. the Twelve. Tribes of Iſrael. . Declaring 
farther, * That not only they, but every one that- 
ſhould. forſake Houſe or Land, or Famiÿj and 
© Relations for his ſake, : ſhould experience ſuch 
* inyyard Satisfaction even in this World, as 


bud nn, Loſſes and Sufferings,. . 


5 © and 
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© and in the World to come inherit everlaſting 11 
Life. But to teach them, that Men may be * 
miſtaken in their own Valuations, that thoſe n 
Who think themſelves firſt, may come to be 1 
laſt, and the laſt firſt; He ſpoke this remarkable D 
Parable. A certain Maſter of a Family went out tc 
early one Morning to hire Labourers into his li 

_ Vineyard; and agreeing with ſeveral at a Penny 4 
a Day (about ſeven pence half- penny of our Mo- hi 
ney) he ſet them to work, About the third Hour 0 
of the Day he found other Labourers unemploy'd, f. 
whom he alſo ſent to work with the reſt, telling 4} 


them be would give them what was reaſonable, | 
About the ſixth and ninth Hour he did the ſame, A 
and even till the laſt Hour of the Day, ſtill fend- d 


ing in freſh Workmen, with the ſame promiſe ri 
of giving them what was reaſonable. At Night, n 
when all were to receive their Wages, he or- a1 


der'd his Steward to begin with the laſt Comers, 1 
and pay them as much as he had promiſed the ficlt, te 
When their tutn came who were firſt hired, they G 
expected to have received more than the laſt; m 
dut they had but their Wages; which cauſed WU n 
them to murmur at their Maſter, for equalling * 
#hboſe who had wrought but one Hour, to them who a] 
had labour'd the whole Day. But their Maſter te 
told them, they had what they agreed for, and v 

- Eonld not complain of any wrong done them. For h. 
Ahe veſt, it was his own that be gave them, and n 
be might give them what he pleaſed, From hence "1 
Jeſus concluded, that they who are firſt and higheſt MW P 
in their own Eſteem, will be laſt and leaſt in WM n 
, ooo m9 4 


: In the cenſure which our [ord paſſes upon the 
Prayer of the Phariſee and Publican, we may # 
'Obſerve what a poiſen Vanity and Pride infuſes | 
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into our beſt Works, f * utterly to deſtroy the 
virtue and acceptableneſs of them, and render us 
more odious to God than the worſt of Sinners. 
To be preſerved by the Grace of God from hei- 
nous Sins, is a proper Subject of Thankſgiving; 
to be ſtrict in the Duties of Piety and Juſtice, is 
likewiſe a comfortable Conſideration. But when 
a Man comes before God with a Heart full of 
himſelf and his own Merit, and gives thanks that 
others are fo bad, and ſo much worſe than him 
ſelf; this is a conjunction of Diabolical Pride 
and Malice together. 

When our Saviour takes occaſi jon, from the rich 
Man's going away diſſatisfied, to ſpeak of the 
danger of Riches, and the Difficulties which attend 
rich Men in their way to Heaven; this ſhoold- 

ke Chriſtians apprehenſi ive of the ſinful Baits 
and Allurements peculiar to that State. But yet 
J underſtand the Words, it harder for a Camel, c. 
to relate principally to the firſt Beginnings of the 
Goſpel, when it was highly improbable, and, hu- 


manly ſpeaking, impoflible, that Men who were 


much engaged to the World by plentiful Revenness.. | 


and great Friends and Relations, ſhould forſake 


all to follow FJeſus Chriſt, who promiſed them no 


temporal Rewards, but rather Perſecutions, and 
Want and Miſery, only in expectation of an In 


| heritance in Heaven, But now, where Chriſtia- 
. nity is incorporated. with the Civil Government, 


and no Loſſes but Encouragements attend the 


Profeſſion of it; the Rich have more Opportu- | 
nities than the Poor to practiſe the moſt ſubſtang— 
nal Duties of it, and not greater Temptations- to | 


hinder them, in caſe they have had. a ous and 
virtuous Education. 


Tue Parable of the Ebene in the Vineyard 


will bear a twofold Senſe: One of which relates 


tothe calling of the Gentiles. The eus were. 


_ 


1 uby 


272 The Evangelical Hiſtory of Part IE. 
taken into the Vineyard (the Church) betimes in 


the Morning; the Gentiles not till the Day was 


far ſpent; yet are theſe later entitled to all the 
_ ſpiritual Privileges of the former, both in this 
World and the next. In the other Senſe we may 


5 _ underſtand the ſeveral Ages of Man's Life; ſome 


ante called younger, ſome older; which in the 
Opinion of Mau, might make ſome difference 
in their Rewards. But Chriſt, to ſhew the free- 


neſs of Divine Grace, and to beat down the con- 


ceit of any Merit in Man, declares that the laſt 
| ſhall be equally rewarded with the firſt. 


? 0 Blefſed Saviour, who art the Author of eternal 
Life to all ſuch as believe in thee, and obey thy 
"Laws; F ory that I may love thee with ſuch an 


| Intenſe Leal and high Affection, that I may readily 


and willingly forego all worldly Endearments and 
1338 the honour and glory of thy Name. 
Make me to bee thee for thine own ſake, to profeſs 
thy Religion 'with uo other view but to ſerve thee, 
and ſave my ewn Soul. To this end, let my tem- 


poral Intereſts ever be made to conſiſt with Virtue ' 
2 d a good Conſcience, let me be rich in good Works, 


ſatisfied with the Diſpenſations of thy Providence, 


bumble and modeſt in my Prayers andSupplications ; 


that I may be refreſned with the gracious influences 
of thy boy Spirit, the bleſſed Comforter, and may 


keep myſelf ſo free and diſengaged from theſe tem-. 

poral Things, that finally I may obtain that ine - 
banftible Treaſure which thou haſt purchaſed for me 

ſpiritual and everlaſting Kingdom. Amen. 
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8 en un 


„ ICnnts r hears of the Death of Lazarus, 
| and ſets out for Bethany. By the way be 
le acquaints bis Diſciples with his approaching 
de Sufferings at Jeruſalem. The regueſt of 
e- Salome the Wife of Zebedee, for ber two 

* Sous. The Converſion of Zacchæus. The 
* Parable of the Lord return'd from a foreign 
Countrey, and reckoning with his Servants.' 


al Bartimæus and another cured of their Blind- 
y neſs. Lazarus raiſed from the Dead. The 
1 Sanhedrim's Conſultation what to do with 
7 CHRIST, and the Advice of Caiaphas 10 
4 put him to Death. CunisT ſups at 
7: Bethany, where Mary anoints his Feet, at 
e, which Judas murmurs. Nw 
- | e | 5 
0 S Feſus was teaching in Peræa near Jordan, 
„ A a th Siſters of: Bethany, e and. 
bh: Mar, acquainted him by Meſſengers, z2bat their 


5 WW Brother Lazarus, whom be loved very well, was 
Ss WM ck. When Feſus heard this, he told thoſe about 
him, that 251 fickneſs was not unte Death, that is, 
e 


not ſacl a Death as Men commonly die, to laſt 

till the general ReſurreQion; bat was providen- 
tially defign*d for the manifeftation of by Glory, 
and to fignalize his divine Power in raiſing him 
to Life again. So he baſten'd not to recover him, 
but tarry'd two Days longer in the place where he 

was. At the end of which, he acquainted his ' 
Diſciples with his Intentions to return into Fadea. + *! 
They repreſented to him the Danger of it, 3 


- 


2574 Evangelical Hiſtory of Part 11 
mo lately it was, that the Fews went about to 
"ſtone him there. But he told them, © That as 
Men were in no great danger of ſtumbling, 
„ while the twelve Hours of Day-light laſt ; ſo 
* he, during the Day of his Office and Miniſtry 
upon Earth, might go ſecurely about his Bu- 
14 ſineſs, and none could hurt him'. Then he 
+ added, that zheir Friend Lazarus was fallen aſleep; 
and that he was going to awake him. They 
thinking he had ſpoken of reſt in Sleep, anſwer's, 
Lord, i he Sleep, he ſhall da well. But he ſoon 
Certified them, that he was dead. And I am 
glad, ſaid he, for your ſakes, and for the Con- 
© firmation of your Faith, that I was not there 
© ſooner to prevent it; but now let us go to him'. 
Thomas,” ſeeing his Maſter reſolv'd, ſaid to his 
Fellow-Diſciples, Let us alſo go with bim: It is 
#rdeed dangerous, but it becomes ut rather to die 
* bim, than forſake him. So they accompanied 
mT S - 
However, as they went along, the Apoſtles 
could. not keep melancholy Thoughts out of their 
Minds: And their Maſter's Diſcourſe to them was 
upon an unpleaſing Subject; for he inform'd them, 
That the next time he went up to Jeruſalem, 
he ſhould quickly be betray'd to the chief Prieſts 
d and Seribes; and that they ſhould try and con- 
demn him, and then deliver him to the Gentiles, 
_ . to mock, and to ſcourge, and to cracify him, 
© as the Prophets had foretold of him; but that 


- — L 
- 


WW) 


But they ſtill flattering themſelves with the tem- 
poral Reign of the Meſſiab, could not apprehend 
bow theſe things could be. And at this very 
time Salome the Wife of Hebedee, preſented her 
two Sons to Chriſt, with a Petition, zbas one 
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the third Day he would riſe from the Dead”. 
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% iu this imaginary Kingdom. But Feſus let 
them know that they did buts abuſe themſelves 
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ine, wich ſuch Notions; and thatit was fitterfor them 
00 think of ſuffering. than reigning ; Cas ye, ſays. 
try MW be, drink of my bitter Cup, and undergo the ſame 


Bu- % Baptiſm allotted for me? They, like ificon- 
he fiderate Men, anſwer'd, He can. Jeſus mildly 
ey; told them, they ſhou'd indeed have a Share in his 
SBiufferings; but the Honours of his Kingdom 
+ were not to be diſpoſed of by him in his Me- 
on MW © diatorial Capacity, but by his heavenly Father.“ 
am The Ambition of theſe two provoked the In- 
on. dignation of the reſt; but their: Maſter, to repreſs 
ere their Paſſions on both Sides, once again tells them, 
m', that his Kingdom was not like thoſe of this 
his M World, where the. Governours affected to ex- 
; i: © erciſe authority over their Subjects; whereas 
Ji. © whoſoever deſired to be chief in his Kingdom, 
ied muſt be leaſt of all, and Servant to his Fellows; 
© after their Maſter's Example, who came not to 
Hes de waited on, but to ſerve others, and to give 
geit his Life for their Redemption. Matt. 1x14 
vas Our Lord, in his Journey to Berbhany, went 
through Fericho, a renowned City, the ſecond to 
6 Jeruſalem, and about twenty Miles almoſt Eaſt 
eg ot it. In this Place reſided one of the Chief f 
n. the Publicanes named Zacchæus, who having heard 
os of the Fame of Jeſus, was very defirons: to ſee ' 
m'. bim; but being but a ſhort Man, he cou'd not 
nat get a Sight of him, if he ſhou'd ſtand upon a Le= 
15 vel with the reſt of the Crowd; wherefore he 
TIP ran before, and climbed up into a Sycamore Tree 
mY which grew by the Way where Jeſus was topals. - 
Our Lord who knew the Hearts of Men, being - 
Og pleaſed with his Zeal, when he eame to the Place 
TO looked up, and call'd him by his Name, Zacche- 
bis ale bete and come down, for to day , 
%% 
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15 abide at thy Hoſe. He readily obey'd, and jo 
fully receiv'd Cheiſt. The old Adverſaries _ 


mut d at his converſing with a Publican. But he 
* _  .foon- juſtified this Converſation, by making his 
Entertainer quite another Man. For he had not 

been long in his Houſe, before Zacchens flood forth 


and ſaid, Bebold, Lord, the half of my Goods I 


Live to the poor; and if I have wrong d any max 


| Pa Accuſation, I reſtore him fourfold. Our 


| rd replies with Words of infinite Goodneſs 

and Comfort: This day is ſalvation come to this 
Haſe; for as much as he alſo is the Son of Abra. 
am. For the Son of Man is come to ſeek and to 


+ - ſave that-which was loſt, Luke xix, 


T ben he proceeds to ſay ſumething for the E. 


* difiestion of the Company; who knowing that 


due was going up to Feruſalem, and imagining that 
it Was to begin a temporal Kingdom there, he let 
them know the quite contrary, that he muſt die, 


+ and riſe again, and aſcend into Heaven; and then 


return, and enter upon his Kingdom. This he 


intimated by a Parable of a certain Nobleman, 


- «. who being to go into foreign Parts, and poſſeſs 
. himſelf of a Kingdom lately fallen to him, call- 
ed his ten Servants, and deliver'd to each of 


c them a ſmall, but equal Sum of Mony, to trade 


with, and improve in his Abſence. Some Peo- 


© ple who hated him, ſent to proteſt againſt his 
» being their King. Notwithſtanding this, in a 


little time he compaſſed his Deſigns; and then 


© returning home, call'd his Servants to ſee what | 
T Improvement they. had made of his Mony. One 


© had improved. his Pound to ten, others to five: 


die whom he gave a proportionable-Reward of | 
1 ten and five 


© te re Cities in his new Kingdom. But 
among the reſt there was one, who inſtead of im- 
ng his Pound, had laid it aſide, fearing, a 
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ne pretended, the great Severity of his Maſter, 


and ſo not daring to hazard at all what he had 


* entruſted him with. But the King immediate- 
* ly convicted him by his own Words that 
* whereas he confeſſed he fear'd him, and yet 
neglected his Duty; it was an Aggravation of 
* his Negle&. Wherefore he commands the Mo- 
e ney to be taken from him, and given to him 


* who had acquitted himſelf beſt; declaring that 


© whoever improv'd what they had, ſhou'd have 
more; but the negligent and ſlothful ſhou'd looſe 
© all, This done, he order'd all thoſe who had 
* oppoſed him in his Kingdom, to be brought in- 


to his Preſence and executed immediately.“ In- © 


this Parable: Jeſus himſelf is the King: He is gone 
to Heaven, whence he ſhall come again to judge 
both quick and dead. At his Return he will find 
three ſeveral Sorts of Perſons; Some who have 
made a good uſe of the Knowledge and Means 
of Grace which he hath afforded them to improve 
in his Abſence; to whom he will allow propor- 
tionable Rewards in Heaven. Others who have 
not improv'd them, whom he will puniſh for their 
Neglect. And a third Sort who have revolted 
from him, and not obey'd his Laws; ſuch are all 
preſumptuouſly wicked Men, but chiefly the Fetus, 
who being God's. ancient peculiar People, have 


notwithſtanding made the fierceſt Oppoſition to 


the Eſtabliſhment of his Church. iy Or 
As ſoon as Jeſus was departed from Fericbo, 
with a great Company of People following him, 
a certain blind. Man named Bartimæus, that is, 
the Son of Timexs, who ſate by the way fide beg. 
ging, being inform'd of the Meaning of this great 
Concourſe of People, and that Feſus, famous for 
curing the blind, was going by, he cried; out, 
with another blind Man who ſat in. the ſame. 
| 5 Wan. 
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Way, Feſus thou Son of David, have mercy on me. bo- 
—_ mays ef which accompanied Jeſus, but chief. to 
; Iy thofe that went before him, ſpake roughly to bei 
him to hold his Peace: But he cried ſo much the at 
louder, as did alſo his Companion, T Sen of WW 54. 
David, have mercy on me. Then Feſws ſtood (till N re 
and commanded him to be called, which ſome IM <0, 

| did, ſaying, Be of good comfort, ariſe, he'calleth he 
| #bee. Immediately he caſt away his Coat, aroſe, Spi 
and went with his Companion to Feſws: Who WW bin 
Asked them both, hat wou d you have me to do wi 


for you? They anſwer'd, Lord, that thou wouldſt ple 
open our eyes. Feſus, moved with Compaſſion, the 
and pleaſed with their Faith, touched their Eyes, be 
and in that Inſtant they receiv'd their Sight, and Wl fic 
| follow'd him glorifying God; as alſo did all the W to 
People who were Witneſſes of this Miracle. fing 
Four Days after Lazerus had been dead, our Ste 
Lord arrived at Bethany, whither many Few: Ene 
were come from Ferzſalem (not two Miles di- tha 
tant) to condole with the two Siſters for the pte 
»Loſs of their Brother. Before he enter'd the ſus 
Town, Martha met bim, and with much con- ai, 
| bern told him, Lerd, i thou hadſt been here, y hes 
Brother had not died. But I know that even now the 
God will grant thee whatever thou askeſt of him. lift 
Feſus anſwer?d, Thy brother ſhall riſe again; which W W 
the readily granted, but believed it ſhou'd not be ue 
ill the general ReſurreQion at the laſt Day. 7* WW By 
ur told her, he was the Author and efficient Cauſe W 204 
of Life, and that whoever believed in him, ſhou'd ſen 
not die eternally; this he asked her if ſhe was he 
perſwaded of? She anſwer'd, Yes Lord, I believe WM Th 
zhat thox art the promiſed Meſſiab, the Son of God. pg 
pon this, ſhe went and called her Siſter, telling to 
her privately, that Fe/zs was come, and asked for W fer 
her · Mary hearing this, roſe in haſte. and went Fa 

to meet him. The Fewiſ Women that Rey 3 


. | 
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bout her, thinking ſhe went to her Brother's Grave, 
to mourn there, follow'd after her to comfort 
her. As ſoon as ſhe came to FJeſus, ſhe fell down 


at his Feet, and ſaid with Tears, Lord, f thow 


badſt been here, my Brother had not died. Her 
Tears, and the Lamentations of thoſe that ac- 
companied her, ſo affected our bleſſed Lord, that 
he ſympathized with them, and was grieved in 
Spirit. Then demanding where they had buried 
him, they led him to the Grave, which was a Pit 
with a Stone-Cover upon it. Here the Tears 
plentifully guſht ont of his Eyes, which made 
the Fewiſa Women ask one another, why, ſeein 

he loved the deceaſed ſo well, and had done 


ſuch mighty Cures, did he not take care in tine 


to prevent this Man's Death? Feſas ſtill expreſ- 
fing much Anguiſh of Mind, commanded the _ 
Stone to be taken off the Grave. Martha, not 
knowing what he, was going to do, told him 

that the Corps muſt needs begin to putrifie, an 

prove noifom, having been dead four Days. Fe- 
ſas reproving her flow Faith and Apprehenfion, 
faid, Did not I tell thee, that if tbou would'ft be- 
lieve, thou fſhould'ſ# ſee the glory of God? Then 
they removed the Stone; and Jeſus with his Eyes 
lifted up to Heaven, audibly pronounced thefe 
Words; Father, I thank thee that thou haſt heard 
me. And I know that thou heareſt me always: 
Bat becauſe of the People which ſtand by, I ſay this, 
that they may be convinced and aſſured that thou 
ſenteſt me. As ſoon as he had utter'd theſe Words, 
he cried with a loud Voice, Lazarus, come forth. 
This Command was accompanied with ſuch 
Power, that the departed Soul obey'd, return'd 
to its Union with the Body, the cold Limbs pre- 
ſently grew warm, and recover'd their Motive. 
Faculty, and Lazarzxs was too ſtrong for ON 
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of the Grave, and came forth. Jeſus order'd his 
Friends to take off his Grave-Cloaths, and unco- 
ver his Face, which they did, and receiv'd him 

home again, reſtor'd to all the Actions and Offi 
ces of Life as formerly. This was the Third and 
. moſt noted Miracle our Saviour wrought in this 
kind; a glorious prelude to the greateſt of all his 
Miracles, his own Reſutrection. 9 
| The 25 

with Wonder and Amazement at what they had 
| .Teen, and generally confeſs'd him to be the Me 
| Fab. But ſome (out of no good Will we may 


mortal Enemies the Phariſees; who preſently 


with Jeſus; for *twas plain he wrought ſo many 
_ the People his Proſelytes and Abettors ; and then 


ſetting up a King, and ſhaking off their Yoke: 
to prevent which they wou'd ſend Forces enough 
tio deſtroy Jeraſalem and the whole Jeiſb Na- 
tion at once. The High-Prieſt Cazaphas ſtood up, 


on i be ſo impolitick as not 30 ſee, that the. con- 
mon Safety wou'dyuftifie this, though they had 1 
: other Matter to alledge againſt bim. Thus while 
| + this wretched Man was adviſing the Murder of: 
our innocent Lord, God over-ruled his Tongue, 
beyond his own Intention, prophetically to fore- 
tell that great Benefit, which by Chriſt's Death 
mou'd. redound to the whole World, not to the 


Adil be put 10 hon and that be wonder'd they 


Feu only, but alſo to the Gexzilesr.. This Ad- 
I + _ vice was ſo well approv'd by the whole Council, 
that from thenceforth they ſought all Opportuni- 


ompany then preſent were juſtly fill'd 


ſuppoſe) went to carry the Account to Chriſt. 


call'd a Council of their own. Order, with the 
chief Prieſts, ande debated what they -ſhou'd do 


I Miracles, that if he went on, he wou'd make all 


the Romans. wou'd grow jealous, that they were 


and deliver'd his Opinion, That Feſwus ſhon d ſpee. 


could into his own rapacious Hands. 


e 
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ties to put Jeſas to Death, and made an Order, 


that if any man knew where he was, he ſhox'd diſ= 
cover him, that he might be apprehended, But our 


Wo 


Lord's Hour not being yet : come, though: it drew "8 | 


very near, he avoided their Fury for a ſhort time, 
by not appearing in Pablick, but retiring into a 
deſart Place, to a little City called Epbraim, in 
the Borders of Samaria not far from Fericbo, 
where he continued a few Days with his Apoſtles. 


Six Days before his laſt Paſſover, our Lord, to 


lay himſelf conveniently for Ferzſalem, return'd - 
to Bethany, where he was joyfully receiv'd by 
the two Siſters, who gratefully provided for his 
Entertainment. This happen'd upon a Sabbath 
Night, when according to Cuſtom the Supper was 
better than ordinary. While they ſat at Table, 
Mary out of her abundant Devotion to our Lord, 
took æ Pound of the moſt coſtly Ointment of 


Spikenard, and anointed his Feet, and wiped them 


with the Hair of her Head; and the whole Houſe: 
was filled with the fragrant perfume.” At this 


envious Judas murmur'd, crying, iz itht betten 


bave been ſold for three hundred pente (about nine 
Pound ſeven Shillings and Sixpence of our Coin) 
and the Mony beſtow'd upon the poor. Not that 
be had any real Concern for the Poor; for in- 


deed he was a Thief, and robbed them of what 


was given for their Uſe; but under the Pretence 
of being their Almoner, he wou'd draw all he 
8 Feſus tells 
him, that the Poor wou'd never fail them for 


the Exerciſe of their Charity; but as to his time 


among them, it was almoſt expired, and his Fu- 
© neral was near at Hand, in order to which this 


Woman had now embalm'd him.“ For ſo the - 


Eaſtern Cuſtom was, that Kings and great Per- 


ſons ſhou'd be embalm d at their Funerals with 


Unguents 
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-  Unguents. and ſweet Spices. But this Woman, Wan 
ſaith our Lord, deth it before-hand. At this Sup. inn 
per were great Numbers of curious SpeQators, not tet 
only to ſee Feſes, but Lazarus alſo, whom he hic 
had ſo miraculouſly rais'd from the dead. For 80 
which Reaſon the chief Prieſts confulted about Ml fin 
| ſending him a ſecond time to his Grave, becauſe lf to 
= his wonderful Reſurrection had induced many of 
the Fews to acknowledge Jeſus for the Me ſſiab. 
i.. . N . 


- The Ar:ans of old, and the Socinians of late, ar- 

LE gue from that Saying of our Lord, Zo ſit on my.right 
Baud aui on my left is not mime to give, &c. that Chriſt 

| hath not the ſame Power with the Father, and 

. conſequently is not the ſame God. But Chriſt 
faith elſewhere, All power is given unto me in 

|. heaven and in earth, His Words then here. only 
| *,. denote a perfect Conformity to his Father's Will, 
* and that he could do nothing of himſelf, or ſe- 
As parately, and contrary to his Father's god Plea» 
» ure. S 0 F 4 1 „ 

When Chriſt tells his Diſciples; The Prince: 

| - of tbe Gentiles exerciſe dominion but it ſhall not 
Se ſo among you, he-intends to reſtrain only a ty- 
- - rannical and oppreſſive Power, not to forbid the 
moderate Exerciſe either of civil Dominion and 
Magiſtracy in the State, or of good Diſcipline 

and Order in the Church. For otherwiſe all So- 
Ciety, both ſecular and ſacred, mult run into Confu · 
ion, and be ſoon diſſolvb! . 
It is a Queſtion rather curious than uſeful, where 
the Soul of Lazarus was, all the time that his 
Body lay in the Grave? The ſame Queſtion may 

be asked of all that ever were raiſed to Life a- 
gain. The Anſwer is eaſie; they never were in 


| Kale final State. God who is the Author of Life 


- 
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time, that his Glory might be magnified in their 
return to the Body again, had his ſecret Place to 
hide them in, during their ſtate of Separation. 
Bat how to define that Place, we muſt not preſume, 


fince the divine Revelation hath not diſcover'd it 


to US. 


O merciful Redeemer and Benefudtor of Man. 


bind, who during thy Abode here 2 Earth, waſt 
Eyes to the Blind, and Feet to the Lame, the Foun- 


tain of Health to the Sick, the Reſurrection and 


the Life to the Dead; grant me that Faith which 


ibon waſt pleaſed to make the Condition of thy mi- 


faculous Cres, that the Leprofie of my Soul may 
be cleanſed, and the blind Eyes of my Underſtand- 
ing opened, that I may ſee, the wonderful Things of 
thy Law. _ Raiſe thou me up now from the Death 


Fin, to the Life of Righteouſneſs, that ſo I may : 
be accounted worthy of a glorious Reſurredtiom at. 
the iaſt Day. Let not any carnal Luſt, or evil 


Aﬀectionin me, hinder the Operations of thy Grace; 
but- do thou powerfully regenerate me by thy good 


Spirit, and ſo purify my Heart by Faith, Hope and 
Charity, and all ſaving Graces, that when thy aw- 
ful Voice ſhall open the Graves of all the Dead, 
ut on incorruption, and this 


this corruptible may | 
mortal be clothed with emmortality, Amen. 
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and Death, who took them away but for a ſhort 
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Great, Week, or leſt. PASSO VERA 
n nls r' Miniſtry; with the account of his 
e and ASCENSION. 
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J ESUS | by rriamp baurly into eruſalem. 1 
laments the Deſiractios ef it. Clears the Temple 
4 ſecond time of Buyers and Sellers,  Certan 
Greeks defire ru ſee him, and bis Ds courſe ow tha 


| Ovcafion: 'Fhe Outſe of the barr 


k next Day after our "Sir had 
= fupped at Bethany, began the laſt 
SIT Great Week of his Paſſion, on the 
© tenth Day of the Month Niſan, au- 
2 fwering to our twenty ninth of March, 
and was the ſame Day that the Paſchal 


Lamb was taken up and ET at gn 
On 


*. 
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Without oontroverſie. great is 
was manmfelt in the 


PF" vv. 


mn ray 
t is the Myſtery of Godlineſs: 
eſh,juſtified in the Spirit. ſeen of 
preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the 
1d, recen ed up intoGlorv. Ilm. 5. 16. 
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Part III. Oar Lord Jus vs CHRIST. 287 
On this Day our Lord, -defigning no longer to 
ſhun the Effects of Few! fo Rage, reſolv'd to make 
his 'publick and royal Entry into Feraſalem, and 
preſent” himfeif in the Temple as the true Lamb 
of God, that was to take away the Sins of the 
World. Therefore leaving Bethany in the Mor- 
ning, and taking his Diſciples and others with. 
him, he arrived at a Plaee ealled Berhphage, up- 
on Mount Okves; ſomewhat leſs than a Mile 
from Feraſalem, From henee he ſent two of his 
Diſciples, probably Peter and Fobs, to a neigh- 
bouring Village, with Directions to feteh a She- 
Aſs and her Foal with her, which no Man had 

- ever ſat on, which they ſhonld find tied at 

2 Place where two Ways met. And if the O W. 
ner queſtion'd them for doing this, they were c6 _ | 
ſay, the Lord bad occaſion for them, upon which 
he would freely let them go: Such an exact diſ- 

- poſal had our Lord of the events of things, ven 
in the minuteſt Circumſtances. The Vitciples - 
finding all things as Feſ#s had foretold, bronght © 
the Als and Colt, and laying their Garments on 
the latter, ſet Feſws thereon, who ſolemnly rode 
from thence. to Feraſalem, accompliſhing -that 
Prophecy, Zach. ix. 9. Fear not, Danghter of Sion, 
behold thy King 'cometh, meek and are, riding up- 
on the Hal of an Aſs. At the ſame time the Peo= 
ple who were come to keep the Paſſover at Jera- 

ſalem, being inform'd that he who lately raisd 
Laxarat from the Dead, was advancing in Pro- 

x ceſſion, went out in great Companies, with Palm 

branches in their Hands, to conduct him in, cty= -_ 

5 ing out, Hoſanna, Salvation and Glory! Bleſſed be 

the King of Iſrael, who cometh in the Name f the 

Lord. As they proceeded, the ſolemnity encreaſed. 

Green Branches and Garments were ſpread in the 

way, as is uſual at the * of Kings. "PD | 


i | 1 85 WES 8 | * 
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they were come to the foot of Mount Oliver, the 
Diſeiples, tranſported. with the honour done to 
their. Maſter, broke out into Raptures of Thankſ- 

giving, and loud Doxologies to God, for all the 
mighty Works they had ſeen. With them join'd 
ell the People, both thoſe that went before, and 
"thoſe that follow'd after; ſo that Jeſus was ſur- 
_.rounded with the Acclamations of the whole 
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K 5 its impending Ruin; bewailing it in theſe Words: 


F . be things conducing to thy" Peace! But now they 
: | will 
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had brought in? To whom they anſwer'd, Jeſus 
ke great Prophet of Nazareth in Galilee, . 
7 — he firſt thing he did here, was to ſee what 
the Condition the Temple was in Which though he 
had purged three Years before, yet (ſo hardly are 
f ili Cuſtoms rooted out) he found the Court of 
ur” the Gentiles full of the ſame Traffick and Mer- 
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gainſt the fcandal of the Crols; declare - _ 

© the Hout was now approaching hL tm:boukil- >> 
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* be glorified ; and that as a grain of Wheat 
brought forth no Fruit, till it was firſt dead in 
the Ground; ſo from his Death ſhould ſpring up 
© aplentiful Harveſt ; that from the product of 
© it the faithful ſhould learn by his example to 
| © hate their Lives in this World, that they might 
be preſerv'd in the next, and that their ſervice 
_ © in following bim through all Troubles, might 
_ © be rewarded with eternal Glory. While he was 
thus diſcourſing of his own Sufferings, the lively 
Idea of his Paflion over-caſt his mind with a ſud- 
dain Horror,which made him (as Man) ſhrink, and 
cry out; Now: is my Saul tronbled.; what. ſpall I 
ſay? - Father. ſave: me from this Hour. . But pre- 
ſently recovering himſelf, he ſubmits to what his 
Office of Redeemer. required of him, and added, 
Father glorify thy Name. His Father anſwer'd in 
a Voice from Heaven, I have glorified. it atready, 
and will plorify it again. Some that ſtood: by, 
ſaid, it thunder d; others ſaid, an Angel ſpoke to 
him. But Jeſus certified them, that this Voice 
came not ſo much for his at their ſakes, to confirm 
them in the Belief that he was the Son of God. 
And to notify to them before-hand what the Ef- 
fects of his Death would be, he declares fitſt, 
That the Deyil's Power would be broken by; 
it ; vou ſoall the Prince of this World be caft ouitfl (: 
_ Secondly, That when be was lifted up, both in I h 
his Paſſion and Aſcenſion, he would drew a o 
Men to him, Men of all Nations, Ranks and tr 
Conditions. John Kii. „„ 46 01h 
Some of his Adverſaties then preſent, objected, 
that the Mſeſſiab, as he was characterized in the le 
Law, was to abide for ever. How can this Son P 
of Man, Wwhom thou ſpeakeſt of, be the Meſſiab, fe 
if he ſnall be deſtroy'd in the manner thou inti- I 1 
mateſt? Who is this Sen of Man? Our 8 J 
„ 35 FR ttands ; 
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ſtands not to reſolve them in this, but goes on 
with his Diſcourſe, telling them, that now they 
had light to walk by, if they wou'd uſe the Op- 


' $ portunity.; but ſhortly they wou'd loſe it, and 


© wander in the Dark; therefore he adviſes them 
to make much of it while they have it.“ Having. 
ſaid this, and perceiving that neither his migh- 
ty Deeds nor Words made a due Impreſſion upon 
this People, he withdrew, and conceal'd himſelf 
from them. For they were the very People of 
whom T[/azas propheſied, chap. vi. ver. 9. ſaying, 
He'hath blinded their Eyes, and bardened their heart; 


that they'ſhow'd not ſee with their eyes, nor under- 


ſtand with their heart, and be converted, and! 


ee heal them. Nevertheleſs among the chief 
ulers many believ'd on him; but they were fach as 
lov'd the praiſe of men more than the praiſe of God, 
and therefore they wou'd/not confeſs him open- 
ly, leſt the Phariſees ſhou'd excommunicate them, 
according to an Order which they had made in 
that behalf, In the Evening Zeſ#s return'd to 
Bethany with his Apoſtles, a nd lodged there. 


MONA. 
The next Morning Jeſus came again to Feru- 


ſalem, and finding himſelf hungry by the Way, 
he went to a Fig- tree not fat off, which being full 


of Leaves, he expected old Fruit upon it, as ſome 


think, tho! it was not the Seaſon for new. But find- 
ing nothing for the ſatisfying his Hunger, he was plea- 
fed to work an Iaſtructive Miracle on this fruit- 


leſs Free, ſaying to it, in the Preſence of his 


Diſciples, Let there be no Fruit on thee hereafter 


for ever: and immediately the Tree wither'd away. 


This is interpreted by ſome as a Type of the 


— 
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Judgment of God, which ſhould betide the hypo- 
GE cs „„ 3 | Critical. 
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{ Critical and barren Fews, for rejecting the Means ty 
of Grace ard Salvation now offer'd to them: ¶ tr 
But itis likewiſe a very ſaitable Admonition to ſo 
every unprofitable Member of Chriſt's Church. ha 
When he came to the Temple, he made a farther m 
- Reformation in that Place, and wou'd not ſuffer 
People to carry Burthens through the Court of 
the Gentiles. Mark xi. 16. Theſe things inflam- 
i ed the Malice of the Setibes and Phariſees, who 
watch'd all Opportunities to deſtroy him, but 
durſt not attempt any thing in the Preſence of the 
Multitude who ſurrounded him, and were very 
aitentive to his DoQtrine: Some Part of which 
Was this, That whoſoever believed in him, believed 
© alſo in him that ſent him: That he was come a 
Light into the World, that whoſoever believed 
in him, ſnou'd not abide in Darkneſs: That if 
Men continued in Infidelity, he infficted no Pu- 
_ © niſhments upon them at preſent; for his preſent 
coming was as a Saviour, not as a Judge: That 
_ however ſuch as rejeQed his Words, ſhou'd find 
him their Judge at the laſt Day: That he had not 
© ſpoken any thing of himſelf, but only what his 
© Father, whoſe Commandment is eternal Life, had 
: «© given him in Charge to ſpeak.* Having taught 
this Day publickly in the Temple, he return'd in 
the Evening with his Diſciples to lodge at Betha- 
my as before. att. xxi. Mark, xi 
Some make a Wonder of it, why our Lord 
curſed the Fig-tree for being without Fruit at a 
time when it was not proper for it to bear? But 
when it is faid, be time of figs was not yet, we 
may underſtand it, that they were not quite ripe, 
and fit to be gather'd in; but the Flouriſh of 
Leaves ſhew'd that it might have ſome ſort of 
Fruit, young or old. However, our Lord, whoſe 
not only Words, but AQions were ſometimes 
„% typical, 
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ins Nl typical, might paſs this Sentence upon the Fig- 
m: tree, as a Figure of that Doom which every un- 
to Wl ſound Profeſſor, whether Few: or Gentile, who 

ch. had a Form of Godlineſs without the Power, 


1 


her might juſtly expect from his Mouttg. 


of Almighty God, T adore thy infinite Patience that 

m- bos haſt not 2 utterly blaſted me with the Breath 

ho WU of thy fiery Indignation, for mine unprofitableneſs 

but under thoſe excellent Means of Grace which thou” 

the WW affordeft me: I magnifie thy wonderful Goodneſs 

ery which hath indulged me farther Opportunities of 

ich bringing forth Fruits meet for Repentance, | Let me 
no longer abuſe thoſe precious Moments which thow . 

e a il alloweſs me to work out my Salvation, and ſecure | 

red i everlaſting 1 Let me no longer ſati sie 

t if ny ſelf with tbe bare Name and out ward Appear- 

Pu- ace of a Chriſtian; but grant. that I may adorn 

ent W my Profeſſion with the Fruits of h e and Hm 

hat ty in my Calling, Conſtancy and Fervour in my 

ind Devotions, Moderation and e in my Ex 

not jeyments, Fuſtice and Charity in all my Words and 

his MW Adions; that ſo my Profictency may be accepted. 

nad aud approved in ibe great Day of Accounts, through» 

ght I the Merits of Jeſus Chriſt our Mediator and Ad 

in I woeare, Amen. 24 i 1:d le TE 


— a _— Li 


— --. ＋1h»(ẽ — — 


27 Tube Enangelical Hiſtory ef Part III. 


RENT KAY; 
V 


e Power of Faith. The captions Jews Pu- 
Sued about Jon N's Baptiſm. Publicans 
and Harlots preferr'd before them. The Huſ- 


| bandmen kill their Lord's Son. The Stone 


rejected of the Builders. The Gueſt without 
"tbe Wedding Garment. Of paying Tribute 


10 Cæſar. No Marriage after the Reſur- 
rection. The great Commandment. How 
the MESsSs1AH #s the Son of Davin. 
bes denounced againſt the Scribes and Pha- 

riſees. The poor Widow's Mite. 


THE next Morning our Lord with bis Apo- 
ſtles return'd again to Jeruſalem: When they 


came near the foremention'd Fig- tree, they ob- 
ſerv'd that it was quite blaſted and dead to the 


very Roots. Peter in particular remark'd upon it 


as a very ſurprizing Event, Whereupon Feſ#s 
recommended to them the great Power of Faith, 


aſſuring them, That by a full Truſt and Confi- 


* dence in God, they might work even greater Mi- 
© racles than this, and ſurmount Difficulties which 


in all humane Eſtimation were inſuperable: - 
« Promiſing them withal, that whatever they. 


« ſhou'd pray for with ſuch a ſtedfaſt Faith, ſhou'd 


© be certainly granted them; provided that before 


c they fell to their Prayers, they did heartily for- 
* give all thoſe Who had offended them; for ex- 
© cept that were done, their unforgiving Spirit 
© wou'd hinder good things from them. Mark xi. 


While 


nm 
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While Jeſut was teaching in the Temple, as 
at Other times, the chief Prieſts and Rulers who 
had often ſifted his Doctrine, now enquire into 

his Commiſſion, demanding who gave him Au- 
. MW ihority to do theſe things? Sofas, who at other 
times had ſufficiently vindicated his Authority 
. told them, he wou'd give them a more dire& 
UG Anſwer, if they wou'd firft reſolve a Query which 
one he ſhou'd put to them, which was this ; whexce 
out was the Baptiſm of Fohn ? from heaven, or of men? 
ute i. e. of Divine or Human Inſtitution? They pre- 
17 ſently found themſelves entangled with this Di- 
8 lemma: For, to ſay, it was from Heaven, was 
to condemn themſelves for not receiving it: and 
D. io make it a meer human Invention, was to pro- 
2 voke the People againſt them, who were all per- 
ſwaded that John was a Prophet. They profeſs'd - 

therefore that they cou'd not anſwer this Queſti=- 

on. Neither, ſays Chriſt in return, do I zell yon 
by what authority I do theſe things. Then he pro- 
ceeds to ſhew by ſeveral Parables, what Puniſh- 
ment they deſerv'd for their unjuſt Averſion and: 
Hatted to him, and obſtinate Contempt of his Do- 

Qrine and Miracles. The firſt is of a certain. 
Man, who having two Sons, commanded them, 

one after the other, to go and labour in his Vine- 
yard. One told him plainly, that he wou'd- 
not go; but afterwards he repented, and went; 
The other having promiſed him to go, went not. 
8 Ze/as asked the Prieſts and Sccibes, which of theſe - 
17d perform'd his Father's Command? They anſwer'd, 
re e fir. Then he told them, that the fitſt re- 
or- © preſented the Publicans and Hatrlots, who te- 
.x- pented at the preaching of Jobs the Baptiſt, and: 
rit Il © fo went into the Kingdom of Heaven before 
ui. them, who after all remain'd impenitent.. Matt. 
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Tbe ſecond Parable was, of a conſiderable Man, 
Who being obliged to travel, left his Vineyard, 
which was well fenced, and furniſhed with a 
Wine: preſs and Tower, to a Company of Hoſ- 
bandmen, who ſhou'd be accountable to him for 
the Product. About the time of the Vintage, he 
ſent his Servants to them, to receive the Fruits, 
But they beat one, and killed another, and ſton- 
ed another. He continued to fend, and they uſed 
them all, as they did the fitſt. This put him up- 

on ee to bring theſe Men to Rea - 
Ion; and the Reſult of his Thoughts was, to ſend 
an only Son he had, who was very dear to him, 
. Concluding that the Husbandmen wou'd not fail 
io uſe him reſpectfully for his Father's ſake. But 
when they ſaw him, they ſaid one to another, 
Here comes our Maſters Son and Heir: Let ut 
_ &/l him, and the Eſtate will be our own. Accord- 
' tngly they laid violent Hands on him, dragged 
dim out of the Vineyard, and murder'd him, Hou 
do ye think now, fays. Feſus, the Lord of the Vine 
2's will deal with. thoſe men, when he returns? 
Some of them anſwer'd, he will miſerably deſtroy 
Aboſe impious WHretches, and let out his Vineyard 
to others, who: will render him. the fruits in due 
ſeaſon, He allows, they judg'd right. But o- 
thets perceiving how nearly the Parable concern'd 
"them, cry'd, God forbid, Jeſus looking earneſtly 
whon them, ſaid, Hbat then is the Meaning of 
451, Scripture, The ſtone which. the Builders reſu- 
fed, the ſame is become the head of the corner: This 

t the Lord's doing, audit is marvellous in our eyes, 
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Pal. exviii. This Text the Jews interpreted. of the M 

HMeſſiab, and. accordingly Chriſt applies it to him- 

ſelf: adding, whoſoever Hall fall onthis ſtone, ſhall 

be broten; but on whomſoever it ſhall fall, it will 

Lrind lim to powder +; i. e, He that is. e 
5 | Chriſt's 
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Chriſt's Doctrine, Life, and Mitacles, in his State 
of Humiliation, ſhall receive Hurt, as a Man doth, 
who ſtumbles upon a ſharp ſtone: But he who. 
denies him when he is aſcended into Heaven, and 
more powerfuly declared to be the Son of God, 
ſhall be beaten to Pieces, as a Man is by the Weight. 
of a huge ſtone, when it falls upon him from an 
high Place. Matt. xxi. The Prieſts and Scribes 
plainly. perceiv'd that our Lord aim d at them in 
this Parable, and wou'd then willingly have ſeiz'd 
on him; but the fear of the People reſtrain'd. 
them, as before, from attempting it, though they 
were exceedingly enraged, and aſhained- to ſee: 
themſelves painted in ſuch. true and lively Co- 
lone: K „„ 1 
To much the ſame Purpoſe was a third Parable, 
of a certain King, who having invited many Per- 
ſons to the Marriage of his Son, ſent his Servants,, 
when all things were ready, to deſice their Com- 
pany ; But they refuſing tio come, he. ſent. other 
Servants to perſwade them, and let them know 
what extraordinary. Preparations were made for 
them; but they ſtill flighted. the Meſſage, ande 
went about their Affairs, one to his Farm, ano- 
ther to his Merchandiſe, and the reſt. horribly. a- 
buſed the Meflengers and ſlew them. The King. 
hearing of this: barbarous U ſage,: in a juſt Fury- 
ſent out his Armies, deftroy'd thoſe Murderers,, 
and burnt their Cities. Then be ſent his Servants. 
into the Streets and Highways, to bring in as ma- 
ny as they cou'd find, good and bad without Diſtin-- 


ion. When the Houſe was fill'd and the Gueſts ſeat - 


ed, the King came in- to ſee them; and obſerving: 
ene who had intruded- himſelf without putting on 


the. Wedding Garment. cuſtomary, ne 
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he demanded of him, how he 5 to come 
there in ſuch an unſeemly Dreſs? T he Wreich not 
able to ſay a Word for himſelf, he order'd his 
Setvants to bind him Hand and Foot, and caſt 
him into utter Darkneſs, where there is weeping 
and gnaſhing of Teeth. Then our Lord made 
this Application, That 27 the many that were 
and ſbou d be called to the Profeſſion of the Go- 
ſpel, both of the Fews and Centiles, but few were 
choſen; ſome rejecting the Call, and others com- 
ing unduely qualified. Matt. Xx ii. 
The Phariſees, Who took themſelves to be par. 
ticularly aim'd at and expoſed in theſe Parables, 
-Impatiently ſought an Opportunity to enſnare our 
bleſſed Lord with ſome dangerous Queſtion. 
Wherefore they ſent ſome Diſciples of their own 
Sect, with certain Herodians, all fly, infinuating 
 Hypocrites, who addreſs'd themſelves with a plau- 
fible Air of Reſpect and Deference. Maſter, ſaid 
they, we are ſatisfied that you are a Perſon of in- 
' Pexible Fuſtice and Integrity, who will not be o. 
zer- by any Man to depart from the Trath: 
Therefore pray favour us with your Opinion: Is it 
lawful to pay Tribute to Caeſar, the Roman Em- 
peror, or not? Here we are to underſtand, that the 
Phariſees and Herodians differ'd in this Point. 
The Phariſees looking upon themſelves as a free 
People, and the Romans as violent Invaders of 
their Rights and Liberties, -were againſt paying - 
them Tribute. But Herod being impoſed upon 
the Fews for their King, was zealous for. the Em- 
peror's Intereſt who had rais'd him to that Stati- Il [c 
on, and had made a Party among the Fews who t 
pleaded for the Tribute, who from him were de- 
nominated FHerod:ans, Now if Chriſt, to pleaſe £* 
the'Phariſces, had denied paying this ANG he 4 
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had been accuſed to the Magiſtrate as à ſeditious 
Perſon: If to gratiſie the Heradiaus he had de- 
clared for it, then he had been look'd upon às 
an Enemy to the Liberties of his Country. But 


he, firſt letting them know' that he underſtood 


their hypocritical and malicious Intentions, call'ds 
for a Piece of Roman Coin. They brought him 
the Denarias or Penny, anſweringtoſeven Pence 
Half-penny of our Mony; two of which they 
paid to the Emperor, by way of Tribute or Poll- 
mony. Our Saviour taking this in his Hand, 
ask'd them whoſe was the Image and Superſerip- 
tion it bore? They anſwer'd, Cæſar's. Then faid 


he, Render unto Geſar the things that are Ceſar's, 
and unto God the things that are God's, This wiſe 


Determination baffled them ſo, that they cou'd 


only admire it, without ſerving their ill Deſigns 


e | | 
Our Saviour having ſilenced the Phariſees and 


Herodians, in the next Place the Sadducees en- 


counter him with a Queſtion, which they thought 
unanſwerable.. This Se& denied the Immortali- 
iy of the Soul, and the ReſurreQion of the Body; 
and as an Objection againſt the later, they propound 
the Caſe of a Woman, who had been married to 
ſeven Brethren ſucceflively, which by the Law 


of Moſes was practicable: They all died, and 
left her without any Child. Now the Sadducees, - 


imagining that the future State, if any, muſt be like 
this in Relations and Marriages, demand, whoſe wife 
this woman fliall be after the Keſurrection, fimce 


ſevew men had an equal claim to her? Jeſus told 
them, their reaſoning was abſurd, and betray*d 
© their Ignorance both of the Senfe of Scripture, - 
and the Power of God. For though in the 
* preſent State, Marriage is neceſſary to a 


8 
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ndnd ſet one of their Doctors upon our Saviour 


_ -, that time, whether the ceremonial or moral Pre- 


" * 
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the World, and ſupply the Room of Men who 
die every Day, by a new Race; yet it will not 
© be ſo after the Reſurrection, when Mankind: 
© ſhall be immortal, like the Angels of Heaven, 
and conſequently marry no more than; they do. 
Having ſolv'dtheir ObjeQion, hedeſtroys the Foun- 
_ dation of it, by proving ſtom thoſe Scriptures. 
Which they receiv'd *(whick were only the five 
Books of Moſes) that there muſt needs be a Re- 
_ - ſarceQion. For when God ſtyles himſelf the God 
of Abraham, Jſaac and Jacob, many Years after 
there were no ſuch Men upon Earth, they muſt 
be ſtill alive to him, not only actually in their 
Souls, but intentionally in their Bodies too, ſo 
that they might be the very ſame living Men as 
they were at firſt ; otherwiſe God wou'd be the 
God. of the dead, and not of the living, which 
were an Abſurdity. This Anſwer was much to. 
the Satisfaction of the People, who were ſurprized 
with the Clearneſs and Strength ofthe Reaſoning. 
When the Phariſees. heard. how the Sadducees 
. Were put to Silence, they renew'd their Attempts, 


with this. Queſtion; Mbich is the greateſt. Com- 
 mandment of the Law? it being much diſputed at 


cepts were the greater. Feſas anſwer!dhim ont of. 
Deuteronomy, * That the greateſt Commandment 
© was, to acknowledge one God, and to love him 
with all the Heart, and Soul, and Mind, 
and Strength: and that the ſecond-is like unto it: 
| Thom ſhalt love thy Neighbour. as thy. ſelf. In theſe 
tt ig comprixed thæ Subſtance. of the whole Law 
aud the Rropbet . The Pharifee highly approv'd 
this Anſwer, and confeſs d, That, as Fe/zs had 
_ © rightly acknowledged. the one God, ſo he jr 
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by the moſt convincing - 
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© with. reaſon preferr'd the Love of him and our 
© Neighbour before all Burnt-Offerings and Sacri- 
© fices?. Our Lord being pleaſed with his good 
ſenſe, and fair allowance of the Truth, declared, 
that he was net far from the Kingdom of God. 


After this the Jews, as the Evangeliſt obſerves, * 


durſt ask Jeſus no more Queſtions ; his Wiſdom 
was ſo much ſuperior to. theirs, who. when it 
came to their turn to be queſtion'd, were much 
at a Loſs for-proper Anſwers; as appear'd at this 
time, when our Lord became opponent, and ask*'d 


them, Why do the Scribes ſay, that Chriſt is 


© the Son of David? Whereas. David himſelf ſaid 
© by the Holy Ghoſt, The Lord ſaid unto my Lord, 
6 fit thox on my-right Hand, till I make thine Ene< 
6 mies thy footſtool, Pſal. cx..1. Here David calls 


him his Lord; How is he then his Son? The 


Anſwer had been obvious to thoſe who had own'd 
the Meſſiab to be God as well as Man. As God, 
be was David's Lord; as Man he deſcended from 
him, and was his Son. But theſe Men who had 
no Notion of the Divine Nature of the Adeſſiab, 
were not able to give the Senſe of this and other 
Scriptures. which ſpeak of it. Matt. xxii. alt. 
Our Lord having had many Conferences with 
the Scribes and Phariſees, wherein he endeavout d. 
Arguments to reclaim. 
them from their Errors and bad Lives, but all 
to no 85 having now done with them, he 
procee | 
Diſciples and the People, that they might know 
both what to regard in them, and. what to avoid. 


Firſt, © He allows their Authority to inſtru& the. 


© People out of Maſes's Chair, and their right to. 
© be teſpeCted and heard as Miniſters of the Law. 
- Rat their Lives and Examples muſt be no ule 


— ; 


to give a true Character of them to his. 
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© to their Hearers; for they were notorious Hy- 
c pocrites, practiſing nothing of what they taught, 
nor bearing the leaſt part of the heavy Burdens 

which they laid upon other Men. They were 
© ambitious to be ſeen and admired in every thing 

© they did; they affected to wear very broad Phy- 

c JaQeries; [which were pieces of Parchment worn 

c upon their Foreheads and left Arm, wherein 

e were Written the Ten Commandments, and o- 
© ther Portions of the Law, Deut. vi. 8.] They 
« were forward to appear in the higheſt Seats at 
< Feaſts and in the Synagogues, and to be ſaluted 
« by thoſe that met them, with magnificent and 
« pompous Titles. But he forbids his Diſciples 
8 to aſſume the Tides of Maſters and Fathers, 

and to acknowledge themſelves to be all Bre · 
© thren, having but one Father, who is God, and 
© one Maſter, Jeſus Chreft: adding, That the 
© greateſt among them ſhould-be Servant to the 

© reſt;-and that the proud ſhould'be abaſed, while 
© the humble is exalted.* Then turning his Speech 
i directly againſt theſe Hypocrites, whom he had 
deen charaQterizing, he denounces eight ſolemn 

| il Woes againſt them. The firſt is, for ſhutting 
ij © yup the Kingdom of Heaven ſo, as neither to go 
in themſelves, nor ſuffer others to enter into it. 
© 2, For making long Prayers, only to induce Mt 
4 devont Widows to be liberal to them: which 0 
- - © covetous Practice would enhance their Damna- 25 
tion. 3. For traverſing Sea and Land to gain WW 
© za Proſelyte to the Few:fa Religion, and render- ge 
© ing him feveral Degrees viler than themſelves. Wie 

4. For encouraging Men to violate their Faith, Wi 

© when they ſwore by the Temple and the Altar; Wo 

© and to keep it, when the Oath was by the Corban Wie 
© gnd the Oblation: Whenas in reality the former Win 
© fanQified the latter, and included them, as ſwear- 
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ing by Heaven, the Throne of God, is an appeal 


to him that fits thereon. 5. For ſhe wing exaQ- - 
' neſs in the ſmalleſt Matters, ſuch as tything of 


Garden Herbs, and lighting the moſt important 
Duties of the Law, Juſtice, Mercy and Faith 


© in God, which deſerve the firſt and higheſt re- 


' gard, 6. For ftudying external Purity, while 
their inward Parts were full of Rapine and In- 


„ continence; like whited Sepulchers, fait with- 
out, but full of Filth and Putrefaction within. 


7. For building and beautifying the Tombs of 


the Prophets, whom their Forefathers bad ſlain, 


* with a ſeeming Veneration for them, and ab- 
© horrence of their Anceſtors Cruelty; when by 


their unworthy treatment of God's Miniſters in 


their own Days, they proved themſelves to be 


the ttue Off. ſpring of thoſe who murder'd the 
old Prophets. 8. For filling up the Meafure' 


of. the National Sins, by ſcourging, crucifying, 


and perſecuting from City to City their beit 


Men, and ſo bringing upon their own Heads all 
* the innocent Blood that had been ſhed through- 
out all Generations, from the Blood of righteous.. 
Abel, to that of Zacharias, Son of Barachias, 


whom they ſlew between the Temple and the 
Altar.“ To theſe Denunciations he ſubjoind 
that moving lamentation formerly mention'd, 
0 Jeruſalem, Jeruſalem, thou that killeft the Pro- 


\ Pg 


phets, aud ſtoneſt them which are ſent nnto thee; 


bow often would I have gather'd thy Children to- 


gether, even as a Hen gathereth her Chickens under 


ber Wings, _— world not! Bebold your Houſe 
is left unto you deſolate, For Iſay unto you, ye ſhall 


nor ſee me henceforth, till ye ſhall ſay, Bleſſed is 
be that cometh in the Name of th Zo 


rd, Matt. | 
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Juſt as he had finiſh'd his Diſcourſe, and was 
looking towards the Treaſury, where the Corban 
or Cheſts ſtood for receiving the Peoples Offerings, 
while many who were rich caſt in much, comes 

2 certain poor Widow, and puts in two Mites, 
which made 4 Farthing, Hereupon Feſ#s call'd to 
his Diſciples, and told them, That this. poor 
Woman had caſt in more with reſpect to the 
Affection of her Heart, and the Proportion. of 
her Eſtate, than all the rich and wealthy. For 
what they gave was out of their Superfluities; 
but the poor Widow offer'd to God out of het 
1 Neceſſaries, even all that ſhe had to live upon 
%% ᷣ c TIRE 


The time of our Lord's Sufferings being now 
at hand, his Parables and Diſcourſes are accord- 
ingly adapted, as ſo many Farewell Sermons, to 

the Circumſtances of the People, who had long, 
but to little purpoſe, enjoy'd the Benefit of his 
- Miniftry.- He bewails the Fews impenitency after 
all Endeavours to make them ſenſible of their 
feos Corruptions; their bloody Cruelty to their, 
Prophets; and the tremendous guilt they were 
bringing upon their Heads, by crucifying their 
Meſſiah, the Son of God; which he very affeQ- 
ingly deſcribes in the Parable of the wicked Hus- 
bandmen, who flew the Heir of the Vineyard; 
and in that of the fooliſh Builders, who pull'd 
down a Stone upon themſelves, which cruſh'd. 
them to pieces; intimating the fatal iſſue which 
their oppoſition to him would have, that it would 
prove their utter Deſtruction. The Parable: of 
the Marriage-Supper of the King's Son, which 
was refuſed by the firſt that were invited, and 
afterwards eaten by Gueſts accidentally call'd in, 
plainly ſpeaks the rejection of the Fews, and oo 
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ling of the Gentiles. The Wedding-Garment re- 
quired at this Feaſt, is the Ornament of adevont 
and 1 7 Mind, the Graces of Humility and 
Purity, Faith and Charity; we muſt be thus cloath- 
ed, if we would be well received and enter - 
tain'd at Chriſt's Supper, and reap ſpiritual Suſte- 


«4 


nance, and Joy and Comfort by his holy Word 


and Sacraments. 


Hag de, G. Led te beitraly: frnfble of thive- 


infinite goodueſs to me, in feeding me with the 
Bread of Heaven, the Faith and Knowledge of thy 
dearly beloved Son. Let the Words of bis Month be 


weeter than Honey unto me, and the Streams of by 


holy Doctrine refreſp my thirſty Soul. O that here- 
in | might be conform d to by bleſſed Pattern, and 


inſpired with his good « tpi that it might always 


be my Meat and Drink to do thy beavenly Will: 
advan- 


eginnings to the Excreaſe and Per 


That being nouriſhed with thy 
775 from the 


race, an 


Zion of all boly Duties, I may finally be ſatisfied - 
2 the Pleaſures of thy heaven ly Kingdom for ever. 


more, Amen. ; 
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5 CHAP. III. 


; C ARIS foretells. the Deftruttion of Jeruſe 
ay, with the falſe Prophets and other omi- 
nous figns which ſhould uſher it in. The 
Parable of the Servant who govern'd bis ab. 

| . Maſter's Houſe. Of the ten Virgins, 
O the Servants entruſted with the Talents. 
Tube manner how the Righteons and Wicked 
ball ſtand and be Judged at the laft Day. 
Mary of Bethany anoints CHRIS T's Head 
in the Houſe of Simon the Leper. CHRIST 
© wvaſhes his Diſciples Feet. Diſcovers Judas's 
Tyeaſon, aud foretells Peter's denial of hin. 
a Jud as agrees with the Sanhedrim ro betray bis 
- Maſter for thirty Pieces of Silver. 


* the Afternoon our Lord left the Temple in 
order to return to Bethany; at which time the 
- Apoſtles took a view of the ſeveral Buildings of 
the Temple, and with much Admiration obſerv'd 
bo their Maſter the Magnificence of the Stru- 
Qures, all built with the fineſt Marble, beautified 
with the richeſt Ornaments, and endow'd with 
the nobleſt Preſents, Whereupon Feſ#s aſſutes 
them, The time was drawing on apace, when 
© all this ſtately Pile ſhould be ſo demoliſhed, that 
© not one Stone ſhould be left ſtanding upon #- 
© nother.” This Prediction was fully accom- 
pliſh'd forty Years after Chriſt's Death, when Titus 
Veſpaſian, with his Roman Army durnt the Temple, 
together with the City, and Turnus Rufus his Ge- 


_. neral ploughed up the very Foundation on which 


the Temple. ſtood. But at * * 8 
; who 


J ˙ A ²˙ wü on nn 2 ae A 


3 1 ** > —— . —_—_ 


l of 
. YO 
= TY 


\ 


— 


Part III. Our Lord Jzsvs CHRIS r. 285 
who with the other Fews had been taught, that 


their Temple ſhould remain till the Conſumma- 


tion of all things, were very much ſucprized at 
theſe Words of their, Maſter. Therefore when 


he had ſeated himſelf. upon Maunt Olivet, in full 


view of the aforeſaid; Buildings, Peter, James, 
John and Andreu came to him privately, ſaying, 
Tell as, when ſhall theſe things be? and what ſhall 
be the ſign of thy coming, and of the end of the + 


World, { 449vcs, of the Age] Matt. ren This 


in St. Mark runs thus; Tell us, when. ſhall theſe 
things be, and what 1 the Sign when. theſe things 


hall be accompliſp' dd? Mark. xiii. 14. In St. Lake 


thus; Ihen ſhall theſe: things be, and what is the 
Sign when theſe things are to be done? Luk..xxi. 7. 
From which Places compared together, it appears, 
that the things here mentioned relate to the ſame 
time, and are only an enquiry to this Effect: Mhen 
wilt thou come to deſtroy. the Temple, aud put an 

end to the Jewiſh Charch and State? which the 
ſuppoſed would be the Beginning of a new World, 
in the temporal Kingdom of the Aeſſiah. Feſus 
firſt informs them of the Signs foreboding. this 
Deſtruction; That many Impoſtors ſhould . af> 

© ſume the Character of the Me ſiab, and ſeduce 

a great many People: That there ſhould. be Wars, 

© Seditions and Commotions, Nation riſing a- 

gainſt Nation, and Kingdom againſt Kingdom, 

© with dreadful Earthquakes, Famines, Peſtilences, 
© amazing appearances in the Heavens. | Theſe 

* ſhould uſher in the Calamities of the Few: Na+ 
© tion.” But before all theſe things, he tells his 
©. Diſciples, they ſhould be convened before Magi- 
* firates, ſcourged in the Synagogues, deliver d up 
to puniſhment by their neareſt Relations, hated 
* by all Men, and put to death for their Maſter's 
ke. But for their Encouragement he tells 
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them, the Holy Ghoſt ſhould inſpire them with 
© ſuch wiſe and ready Anſwers at their Tryals 
(without any forethought of their own) that 
none of their Adverſaries ſhould be able to re- 
© ply to them; that by Patience under Sufferings 
© they ſhould conquer, and not one Hair of their 
© Head ſhould periſh; he warns them again to 
© beware of Pretenders to a Divine Miſſion and 
"© Inſpiration, who ſhould act with ſuch monſtrous 
Confidence, that they ſhould almoſt impoſe up- 
. © on the very Ele& : That Perſecutions ſhould 
© canſe great Numbers to apoſtatize ; that by rea- 
© ſon of the overflowing of Iniquity, little Cha- 
*©rity ſhould be left in the World, inſomuch that 
the neareſt and deareſt Relations ſhould deſtroy 
each other: That thoſe who ſhould ſtand the 
hock of theſe Tryals, without faultering in 
their Faith, ſhould be ſaved at laſt: And that 
. ©* before this great Deſtruction, the Goſpel muſt 
| © be preached throughout all, or the principal 
© Parts of the then known World. But when 
© they ſhould ſee Jeraſalem inveſted with the Ro- 
man Army, and God's Temple polluted with 
© execrable Abominations (propheſied of by Daniel) 
© 'then they might daily expect the Deſolation there- 
b of: Then it would be high time for the Citizens 
to eſcape to Mountains and Deſerts, and not re- 
l 4 turn ſo much as for their Cloaths, or any other 
lf! - - * Neceffaries, leſt they ſhould be involved in the 
[i { : j mminent ruin. Woful therefore would be the 
| 
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__ <©*Condition of big-bellied Women, or ſuch as had 
© ſucking Children in their Arms; or if their flight 

7 ſhould happen in Winter, when the Weather 

: and Ways are bad; or on the Sabbath, when 
tte Fews would rather dye than do many things 
9: —- © needful to be done in ſuch Extremities. For 
jn thoſe Days there ſhould beſuch fierce Wrath 


eu Vengeance, as never happen'd from the Cres 
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tion to that time; nor ever ſhould again; That 
the Conſumption of People by Sword, Famine, 
© and other Calamities, ſhould be ſo great, that 
none would be left alive, except God ſhould 
6 be pleaſed to put a ſpeedy end to ſuch Havock. 
4 which he would do for the ſake of his own 
dear Children and faithful Servants. For which 
* ceaſon perhaps he compares it to Lightening, 
very ſutprizing and impetuous, but not laſting ; © 
and to his ſecond coming ( as many think) to 
«. the general Judgment of the World at the laſt 
Day, when all nature ſhall be in a ſtrange Diſ- 
« order; the glorious Bodies of Heaven darken'd; 
on Earth diſtreſs and anxiety, the Sea and Waves 
i roaring, and Men's Hearts failing them for fear 
of the things which were coming upon them; 
that then they ſhould perceive his coming by the 
Signals of his Glory and Majeſty in the Heavens, 
by the ſound of a Trumpet, and the flying f . 
Angels to all the Quarters of the World, to 
ather his eled from the utmoſt parts of the 
rth; When theſe things come 70 paſ? (lays he) 
ben you who have been: Sufferers for my Name, 
y lift up your Heads with Foy and Gladneſs; for 
is the approach of Summer is known by the 
budding of the Trees; ſo by the forementioned 


wing Signs ye may afſuredly know, that your Deli- 
other etance is near, and the Kingdom of God even 

e che I your Doors. This Generation all not be 

be the ! etinct, till all theſe Judgments [relating 10 
as bad Vraſalem ! be accompliſhed. But for the pre- 

r fight © Day and Hour of their Completion, [hong | 

ener I ff commonly underſtood of the laſt Fudgment ] 


tis not known to any created Being; no not to. 
the Son himſelf, [as he is the Son of Man; tis 
no part of his Prophetick Office, no Revelation 
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; ye know not at what Hour the Son of Man wi 


ceeutes wich unn ſual Vehemency, he adds ſeveral P 
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*% 
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© Obje&t of the Divine Preſcience. Such as the 

_ ©. deſteuQtion of the old World was, which was re 
| + veal'd in general Terms, but kept uncertain a 
*'to the Day of its Commencement, that Me 
might live in continual Expectation of it: ſt 
£ ought-you in this, and every Generation of Met 
© to watch for the coming of your. Lord; ant 
not ſuffer your Hearts to be over=charget 
8 © with Surfeiting and Drunkenneſs, and the Care 
© of this Life, leſt you ſhou'd be ſurprized, as tha 

_ © careleſs Generation was in the Days of Noah 
For to this end the particular Day is conceal! 
 *< from you, that you may be continually upot 
& your Guard; even as a careful Maſter of a F's 
„ mily, who being apprehenſive that Thieves han 
2 Deſign to rob his Houſe, but not e a 

* what time they will come, ſtands upon his De 

© fence all Night; Watch ye in like manner, find 


s come, whether at Midnight, or at cockcrow 
© ing, or in the Morning; that when- ever he ſhal 
come, ye may be prepared to appear befor 
© him, and ſo eſcape the Puuiſhments due to ti 

- *. careleſs and prophane. 

To enforce theſe Admonitions, which he incu 


rables.- The firſt, of a Servant, whom his Maſt 
being obliged to take a Journey; had cotiltitat 
Guardian of his Family in his Abſence; ts pre 
vide the other Servants with neceſſary Proviſions 
and aſſign them their Buſineſs. If ſuch chief Se 
vant, in Confidence of his Maſter's long Abſence 
mou'd abuſe: his Truſt, by beating his Felle 
Servants, and conſuming his Maſter's Goods wi 
Sots and Epicures; there is no doubt but he vi 

be caught at laſt, by the unexpected Return 


nis Maſter, who will cut him in ſunder, by) 
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arating. his Soul from his Body, and. appoint 
im his Portion with Hypocrites, who have a 
fouble Damnation. Then be repeats. his Injun- 
tion to them, to watch for his Coming, /e/# be 
bou'd come unexpected, and find them ſleeping, © 
The ſecond Farable perſwading to watchful- 
deſs, is of Ten Virgins, who according to the an- 
jent Cuſtom. of Marriages, which were uſually 
elebrated in the Night, were to take their Lamps, 
and to meet the married. Couple, and accompa- 
py them to the nuptial Feaſt. Now of theſe ten 
Virgins, five were ſo fooliſh 2s juſt to trim their 
Lamps for the preſent, and light them up, with- 


"ſired tome Oil of the. 


they. h e, 
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The third Parable was, of a great Man, who 
going to trayel into foreign Parts, put ſeveral 
Sums in the Hands of his Servants, giving five 
Talents to one, #ws to another, and one to a third, 
_ -proportioning the Sums to their ſeveral Abilities, 
to trade with in his Abſence. At his Return he 


found that moſt of them had improv'd their 


Charge ſo well, as to have double the Mony they 


had received: Whereupon he applauded and re- 
| warded them in theſe Words: Well done, good 


and faithful Servants,” ye have been faithful in a 
*dittle, I will advance you to much; enter into the 
Joy of your Lord, But finding one among them, 
who all the time of his Lord's Abſence, had 
laid his Talent aſide, and utterly neglected it, and 


- Had nothing to offer for his Excuſe, but irratio. 


nal Fears of his Lord's ſevere and rigorous exaQi- 
ons; he firſt convinced him out of his own 


Mouth of the Abſurdity of his Plea, and then 


.commanded his other Servants to take the Ta. 
lent from him, and give it to him who had made 
the beſt Improvement; and to caſt the ſlothful and 
unprofitable Servant into utter Darkneſs, 
After theſe, Parables, wherein Feſzs teacheth his 
Diſciples the Importance of continual Vigilance, 
that they be-not ſurprized by his ſecond coming; 
he then proceeds to give them a Draught and 
Scheme of the general Judgment of the World: 
deſcribing bimſelf adorn'd with all the regal En- 
_ Nigns of Majeſty; ſurrounded wigh, Myriad: of 
Dan and aſcending a glorious I 


tibunal; 
Þefore which he will convene the whole Race of 
. Mankind, Perſons of all Ages, Nations, and Con- 
ditions, whom. he will ſeparate into two Compa- 
"nies, as a Shepherd dividcth the Sheep from the 
.._ Goats; placing the righteous. on his right Hand, 
and the wicked on his left. That he ſhall not need any 
„„ „„ o ͤ  * ar 
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other Evidence than that of his own Omnifcience, 
by vertue of which he will give every Man a 
clear View of his own Works, That beginning 
with the more delightful Part of his Office, the 
Applauſe and Glorification of the Righteous, he 
ſhall ſay to them, Come ye bleſſed Saints, enjay the 
glorious Kingdom, A bh e for you from the foun- 
dation of the world. For I was hungry and thirſty, 
and naked, and @ ſtranger, and ſick, and a Priſon- 
er, aud ye mercifully aſſiſted and relieved me in all 
theſe Diſtreſſes. That theſe good Men will in 
much Surprize ask him, when they ſaw him thas 
Aiſtreſſea, and were helpful to him? Whereupon 
he will graciouſly aſſure them, That the Charities 
they did to his poor Members, be eſteems as done to 
binſelf. 'Afﬀterwards he will turn to the wicked 
on the left Hand, and pronounce Sentence of 
.Condemnation upon them in theſe Words: De- 
part from me, ye curſed Wretches, into everlaſting 


on he return'd to Bethany, where he was enter-' al 
tain'd at Supper by one call'd Sims the Leber, MM 

who probably had been heal'd by him. As helate 
at the Table, Mary of Betbauy, who: lately hs 
adointed his Feet, now pours a like precious gg © a 
ment upon his Head; at which ada and fone - | 
others expreſt their Indignation as aneedleſ Waltez - 
-bur Chriſt opologites for the Woman at before uy 
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— dding moreover, that where-ever the Goſpel ſhou'd 
ee preached throughout ebe whole World, there ſhou'd 
4 bir Woman's munificent Regard of bim be Pub- 
| liſped, to her perpetual Honour and Renown, Matt. 
Xxvi. 13. Supper being ended, our Lord, know- 
ing that in a very few Days he was to leave this 
Word, and return to his Father, and willing to 
eee bis Diſciples both an Inſtance of his immu- 
 - ÞDAable: Love; andalſo an Example of profound 
_ Humility, be riſes up while they ſate {til}, lays 
aide his upper Garment, takes a Baſon of Wa- 
ter and a Towel, and begins to waſh their 
Feet. Peter, amazed at ſuch extraordinary 
Vondeſceuſion, uiterly refuſed to hol out his 
: e. till his Maſter told him, that he had a 
- Farther Meaning in it, which he knew not at pre- 
ent, but ſhon'd know hereafter, and that be 
- Wert wor maſbed be cou d have ne Part in him. 
<Perer: hearing tbis, begs that his Maſter won'd 
wan not only his feet, but hit bands, and his head. 
Jews anſwer d, He has bath been waſhed already 
1 = Tin: aBatb; as they had been accordingto Cuſtom] 
b "Is clean all over, when bis feet are once waſhed, 
1 . Sbeitig Nightly. ſhod with Sandals, cafily 
3 Ty — and Duſt) and ye are clean, bat 
5 "IE ewe” W who was going to. betray 
1 Haviog waſhed- all. their F eet, he put on his 
— again, and ſitting down be asked them, 
= = pe what 1 have done? Ye call me Ma- 
OED 585 bord; and ye lay well, for ſo J am. 
8 re d hare walks 
io = re aſo ougbt to waſh one another's 
ZN For 1 hare given you an Example, that 
ED —— mad do 1 have done 5 to you, If ye 
| = NE I es kelnſe thus to r 7e will de 
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cSetvant above his Maſter, and the Apoſtle above 
him that made him ſo.“ He cloſes this Exhor- 
tation with aſſuring them, © that the only way. 
to render themſelves happy in the Knowledge 
© of theſe things, is to practiſe them:* | Which 
he knew. they all wou'd not do: For one of 
chem muſt fulfill that ſaying- of David, He that 
eateth bread with me, bath lift ap his heel againſt 
»e,Plal. xli. 9. which though ſpoken” literally of 
that treacherous Connſellor Achizophel, was prophe= 


- tically meant of Jada: And the Expreſſion of lift- 
ing up the heel, is metaphorical, taken from a fed 


Beaſt that kicks againſt his Maſter, © This, he ſays, 


he told them beforehand, that-when-it came to 
< paſs, they might ſee and acknowledge his Dei- 
ty, who cou'd thus foretell contingent Events.“ 


The Apoſtles perceiving that one of their own 
Body was pointed at as the worſt. of Villains, 
looked upon each other with Sorrow and Amaze- 


ment, doubting. who it ſnou' di be of whom their 
Maſter ſpake. Peter beckon'd to Jobs who lean d 


on our Saviour's Bofom (i. e. ſat next before him 
at the Table) to ask who it ſnon'd be; He re- 


ceiv'd this private Anſwer, that he non pive @- 


ſop to him that he meant. Then dipping! a Sop, he 


gave it to Judas Icariat: After which the-Devile _ 


took fuller Poſſeſſion of him than he had before: 


Feſms ſaid to him, bar tho doſt, do quickly: Where. 


upon he went out. None of the reſt knew the 


Meaning of Chriſt's Saying; but imagin'd-tharg 
becauſe Judat kept the Purſe, he had Orders tar- 

buy neceſſaries, or to give ſomething to the Pr 
As ſoon then as he was gone out,” Feſns faid,, IM 
New ir the Son-of man glorified in aceompliſfing- 


the Work. of Man's Redemption : aid Go the 


Esther is glorified in his Obedience andiSufferivgs.. - 
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way glorifie him, by exalting him to his right hand. 


Little Children, faid he, I am to be with yon but 
a very little longer. Te fhall ſeek me, but (as 
faid to the jews) ye cannot preſently follow me. 
Be fure that in my Abſence ye love one ano- 
| © ther, as I have ſet you an Example. Your 
© mutual Love to each other, will be the beſt 


way of demonſtrating your ſelves to be my Diſ- 
© ciples.* Peter much concern'd for the Depar- 


ture of his Maſter, defired to know whither he 
went. But Jeſus told him, it was not neceſſary 
For him to know, firice he cba d not follow: bim 
20, though he ſbon'd hereafter: Peter, impatient 
of any Separation; profeſſed be cod lay down 
his life for bim, Wilt thou lay dows thy life for 
| 10 ſake? ſaid Jeſus: Herily, verily I ſay anto thee, 
ze cock fhall not crow, till thon haft denied me 
21506, - Fohn xk @f7, oh 5 
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All the followidg Day dur Lord (as tis moſt 


probable) continued at Bethany. Io the mean time 
the grand Sambedrim affembled at the Palace of 
Eziuphas the High-Prieſt, where the Prieſts, Sceibes, 
and Senators of the People held a ſolemn Con- 


ſultation, S they might tate Jeſus by ſome ſecret 


e 5 and put him to death, This was the 
ſecond Council they had held upon this Oceaſi- 
on, and in which they refolved to cut him off; 
25 they thought it not ſafe to ſeize him at the 
2aflover, for fear of the great Concourſe of Peo- 


ple, who had the higheſt Veneration-for him. In 


the midft of their Doubts and Perplexities, Judas 
came to them, and undertook for = Sum of IIe 


„ple ſhon'd be abſent, and there cond be m Dia 
by TW: ſturbance 


E 


N deliver bir Maſter into their Hands, when the 
e | 


Gf ⁰ 9. h 2 Oe 


4 


Part III. Our Lord JES uS C HR 1ST. 297 


arbance about it, This Propoſal put an End to 
their Difficulties : They preſently agreed it ſhould | 
be done for thirty Staters or Shekels of the San 
uary, amounting to three Pounds fifteen Shil- 
lings of our Mony, the moſt uſual Price for Slaves 
at that time; Which accompliſh'd that Prophecy, 
Zech. xi, 12, 13. They weighed for my Price thirty 
Piecesrof Silver. - a goodly Price that I was priſed 
at of them. Fudas took the Mony, and ſought 
all Opportunities to betray his Maſter in the Ab. 
ſence: of the :Maultitnde, | 


The Predictions of our bleſſed Lord, concern- 
ing the Deſttuction of Feruſalem and the Cala- 
mities which ſhou'd befall the Jews, were ful - 
fil'd with great Exactneſs, as appears from the 
Accounts of their own. Hiſtorian Jeſepbus. In his 
viith Book de Bell, Jud. ch. 31. he reckons up the 
Signs and Prodigies,foreboding their ſufferings; con- 
cerning which ſee likewiſe Tacitus, a Roman Hiſto- 
rian of that Age, Hiſt. Lib. v. Ed. Lipſ. pag. 621. 
- He thas ſhall endure to the end, ſhall be ſaved.] 
Euſebius in his Ecclefiaſtical Hiſtory, lib. 3. cap. 5. 
informs us, that before the War was begun, all 
© the Faithful of the Church of Feruſalem were 
warned by Revelation to depart the City, and 
© go. to a Place call'd Pella, beyond Jordan. 
_ The abomination of deſolation; ſpoken of by Daniel, 
was. the Roman Army , encompaſſing Jeruſalem; 
which might be call'd an Abominationto the Fews, 
as carry ing the Images of Ceſar and an Eagle in 
the Enſigus of it: And Deſolation, becauſe it was 
to lay the Country, City, and Temple deſolate. 
There fhatl then be great tribulation, ſuch as ne- 
der was from the beginning ef the world.] Foſr- 
Phui ſays, ns other City ever ſuffer d the like; nor 
\ 5 % 5 x %* $4 ? I% . N 0 4 . ny n Js 5 Were 
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were all the Calamities which ever happen d from 
the beginning, comparable to thoſe which befell 
. de Bello Fud. lib. G. cap. 7. 
FT.uͤur the EI. &s ſake, thoſe days ſhali be ſhortned.] 
The Chriſtians, according to our Lord's Advice, 
eſcaped the Siege of Jeruſalem, by flying to the 
Mountains: But being there without Houſe or 
Neceſſaties, and being as much afraid of the Cut- 
throat Fews as of the Roman Soldiers, they 
muſt have been ſtarved, had not God in his 
Providence ſhortned the War, by the burning of 
te Granaries;. whence {a Famine in FJeruſalem 
_follow'd, which quickly reduced that ſtrong City. 

- _-— Immediately after the tribulation of thoſe days, 
® the Sun ſhall 35 darkened, and the Moon ſhall not 
give her light,] No ſuch thing happening literal- 
Jy, the Expreſſion muſt be taken figuratively, to 
fignifie, as it often doth inthe Old Teſtament, and 

other Writers, an utter Deſolation of Cities and 
Countries, compared to the Sun and Moon. For 
in this Language the Prophet Taiah ſpeaks of the 
Deſtru&ion of Babylin, Ilai. xiii;g. © The Indig- | 
nation of God againſt the Janumears, is repreſent- 
ed in like dreadful Words, Iſai. xxxiv. 3, 4. So 
is the DeſtruQion of Sennacherib and his People, 
Ife. li. 6. So is the Deſtruction of Egypt, Exel. 
XXXii. 7. And in theſe Words, this very De- 
ſtruction is foretold by Joel, Pbe ſun and the 
moon ſhall be darkened, and the ftars hall not yield 
#beir light,” Joel iii. 15. ji, 31. This therefore, faith 
 HMaimonides, it a proverbial expreſſion, importing 
N the Defirndion and utter Rum of a Nation, TO 
| conclude, Dr. Hbicby extends that Phraſe of | 
Chriſt's coming in the clouds, in the xxivth of St. 
Matt. no farther than his coming with the Roman C 
Army, to deſtroy Jeraſalem: And Dr. Lighrfoor 
krefers bis ſending fotib- his Angels zo gather bis 
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Ele& from the four Winds, to his Chriſtian Mi- 
niſtry gathering a Chureh out of ſeveral Nations, 
to ſucceed in the Room of the rejected Fews. 


I believe, 0 Lord Jeſus, that as tho. baſt once 
appear d in a State of Humiliation for the Redemp< 
tion of the World, ſo now all Power is given to + 


bis Works. © And ſince thou wilt judge every 
according to thy Goſpel, and theſe Opportunities and 
of Means of. Grace which thou fardeſt him, graut 
that I may faithfully. improve the . 


prepared, always watching and expecting thy com- 
os ing to me in Judgment, or my com ug .to tbee by 
Je Death, that whenever. the final Summons ſpall be 
grven me to attend thee, I may appear \ with. my 
TY Lamp burning, 45 Accounts ready, | that ſe be - i 
ud 245 aciosſty Acc e Fe {4 thee, 8 may be admitted 8 
or 70 the, heavenly Feaſt of thine everlaſting Foy and - 
bes Felicity. Amen. . 5 e n 
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thou haſt intrafted me with, that I may always bs *» 


thee to reward and puniſh every Man AAS. 16 Fo 
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THURSDAY. 
HA f. iv. 


1 Ess fendt bis Diſciples to prepare the Paſt 
fever. His conſolatory Diſcourſe to them. 
Ale cats the Paſſover with them, and inſti- 

- Futes the EudHARISr. Promiſes them 

bendenſy inftead of earthly Dignities. Warns 

Peter again of bis Denyal. Bee him- 

r 60, to a Fine, and bis Diſciples to the Bran- 

ches. Tells them he goes to bis Father's 
- Houſe, to prepare for their Reception. 140 
miſes to ſend tb Rare Ghoſt. Makes a moſt 
r Prayer fo r himfelf, for bis A N 
._ aud for all 7 Cant. Warns 
Peter 4 fbi Hime obs. "Denyal. His 
Pee and Agony in the Garden, at 'Gerh 
ſemane. I apprehended, and heals Ma 
cChus his Ear. Is examin'd before DIR 
Peter denies 8 oo. 


TY ph 200 Fe 2 
JE are — * arrived ut che laſf and great pal. 
ſover jn-ouriSaviogr's time, Which happen - 
ed e on the ſecond; Hay of our our April, i in the nine- 
teenth Year of the Reign of Tiberius ; a Paſſover 
the moſt memorable and renowned. that was ever 
ſolemnized; in en the only true Paſchal Lamb 
E - was flain and offe 4, Srhereof al others were on- 
A ly Types and 8 Jows, in the Morning of this 


＋ 


| 


Day, the Apoſtles waited upon their Lord to kaow, 
|  wuhere be uu grve Orders for the Paſchal Lamb 
—_ to be made ready. He preſently diſpatches two 
—_ - ri are _ and Jen, to Feruſalem, * 


II. 
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theth © to obferve, as ſoon as they enter'd the 
« City, a Mau beating a Pitcher of Water; by 


_ © followitig of him they wou'd come to a ſpaci- 


© ons Chamber, ready furniſhed, which the Ma- 
& ſter of the Houſe woy'd deliver upto them, and 
« willingly entertain them on this Occafion.? 
They found ney thing to anſwer their Maſter's 
Directions; and having provided a Lamb, flain it 
in the Temple, ſprink led the Blood on the Altar, 
and got all other things neceſfary for the Cele- 
btation of the Paſchal Supper, they return'd to 


* 4 


Before his Departure to Fera/alem, the Apa 
ſtles, whoſe Minds had formerly been elevated 
with all the Imaginations of Pomp and Grandeur, 
were now -deprels'd with melancholy Thoughts 
and diſmal Apprehenſions of fome great approach- 


ing Misfortune. Wherefore perceiving theic 


Concern, he; encouraged them not to be de- 
« jected, but believe in him, as they had believed 
© in God; that in his Fathet's Houſe were ma- 
Iny Matfions, which he was going to prepare 
© for their Reception, and chen he won'd tome 
© again and carry them rhither, that they might 
de evet With him; and that the Place and Way 
were alteady made known to them.“ Thomas, 
fappofing he meant ſome earthly. Palace, made 
aner, That they knew not the Place, and conſe- 
© qaetitly not the Way to it. Fer explaining himſelt 
afther, told him, that he himſelf was the ttue 
and liying Way, by which they muft come to 


© his Fatber ; aud that if they knew him, as they 


oupht, they won'd know 'his Father atfo, fince 

de was the expreſs Image of his Perſon.” Phi 
„ having a groſs Appretienſion of the divine 

Nature, requeſted of Chrift, that he won'd give 


Sf 
0 


dem @ fenlbie View of his Father, and thenthey 


 ſhou'd 
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ſhou'd be ſatisfy'd. Our Lord demands of him 
1 ſome Quickneſs, whether. after ſo long a 

Converſation he knew not him? adding, that i in 
© ſecivg him they ſaw. the Father ; for be was in 
© the. Father, and the Father in him; which they 


© might long ſince have diſcern'd by the Effects, 


£ the Miracles which be wrought; * them, 
1 that if they believ d in him, they ſhou 

* eyen greater things than he bad done, becauſe 

when he was zone to bis Esther, he wou'd 

z fhower, down the Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt abun- 

«* dantly upon them, and wou'd gran them every 

thing that they ſhou'd ask in his Name. But 

E then they. muſt love him, and demonſtrate 

© their. Loye, by their. Obedience.” Then he pro- 

| © miſed them, that he wou d by his Prayers ob- 

3 4 „ bain another Comforter far. them, who. ſhou'd 

| remain with them for ever; namely, the, 

© Ghoſt, the Spirit of Truih, whom the World 

c con'd not receive, . becauſe. it knew him not; 

I i « * but. that they ſhou'd know him, and be inſpi- 

© red by him. That. he wou'd not leave. 1 


. + comfarileſs, but wou'd. return. to them, and be 
*:vi6ble to them, though the Wor tId ſhould, ſee 

x + .him no, 1 [as. indeed We teid not that he 

. 40 gh after his ReſurreQion, but to 

HON: And, Believers. only.1] "Tha 

* wou'd one Day cauſe them pertealy. to un 
© ſtand the eſſential Union between bim and his 
4 F ather, and the myſtical Union between them 

1 and him. Tbat his dutifol Servants who loy'd 

bim fo entirely as to keep his Commandme 


4 ſhou'd have ſweet Experiences in their Souls of 
his own an Arden Father's love to them.” Here 


Jude, whoſe Thoughts as. well as the. teſt, were 
We vp with nee ExpeQatic us of 4 tempo al 
Kingdaws, asked 5 e 0 Won d manifeſt 

1 . 8 CIT Him! ſelf 
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© himſelf to them only, and not to the World? 
Jeſus intimated the Reaſon to be this, Becauſe 
© the World kad. no Love for him nor his Do- 
ctrine; therefore this Bleſſing was only delign'd 
for ſuch as obey'd his Laws, with whom bis 
« Father and he wou'd make their Abode; adding, 
„that the Religion he had taught them, he had 
from his Father; and that the Holy Spirit whom 
his Father wav'd ſend in his Name, ſhou'd make 
© them apprehend and recolle& all thoſe Truths 


© which. he had taught them. That what-eves 

© outward Troubles they might have in the World, 
they ſhou'd have inward Peace in their, Souls, 
© ſuch as the World could not give them. That 

© if they lov'd him, they wou'd rejoice at his Re- 
« turn; to. his Father, who was: greater than he, 
© That; he had foretold them what ſhou'd come 
to paſs, that when his PrediQions were fulfil'd, 
they might belleve that he came from God. 
That he ſniou'd not ſay. Wach more to them, - 
© being jult ready for the Combat with Satan the 
Prince of this World, not upon his own: Ac» 
count, for he had nothing which the Devilhims 


* * 4 


d bim 
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- ate in him, but te 
© Sufferings which his Father had aſſigu 
11 the 17 demption. of Mankind.” | Which be 
had gene be calP'd upon. bis Bite {0 ie, 


1 6— 


y 


%%% ̃ LT (b 
In the Evening they all arriv'd at the place ap- 
pointed for their, eating the Paſſover, which ſome 
think Was in the Houſe of Toby, ſurnamed Mark, 
one of :Chriſt's-Diſciples., The uſual Hour being 
come, which was never before it was dark, Jh 
and his Twelye Apoſtles ſat. down at; the Tablez 

uſing all a leaving PoRure, as was particularly 
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neceſſiry in that Solemnmy. He began tis DiC 
Tourſe with acquainting them, That he had very 
7 . defired to eat this Paſfoyer with them 
[before he ſuffer'd, it being the lat that he ſhould 
© eyer eat with them, till it was fullfill'd in Hea- 
* yen, where that and all other Myſteries ſhould 
© have their full Accompliſmetit*, Then taking 
. the fiiſt Cup of Wine, with. which the Paſchal 
Supper always began, he bleſſed it, drank of it, 
' And bid his Apoſttes © Take it and divide it among 
_ Stherfifelves, for that he would no more drink 
© of the Fruit of the Vibe, till the Kingdom of 
Soda ſhould come”, meaning perhaps his Reſur- 
region. When they had begun the Supper, he 
affared them a ſecond time, 2ha# one of rhens ſhould | 
_ B brtray him, which rais'd a general Sadneſy among 
4 them, every one asking, #berber be was the Per- 
fax? He cold thetn, it was ene of tht Twelve that 
Fed in the Diſh with him; Avg, Thit'the | 
Jon of Man mult needs ſuffer as the Scriptures | 
© had foretold ; but horrible would be the Punith- 
5 ment of Hm that ſhould betray Hfen; happy had 
t been for ſuch 1 Wrerch, if he had never been 
© bot”. Notppithſtanding this fearful Deuünei- 
Ation, Jude (füch Was his maprelefs Tpadetce) 
Eonfidently ens, e I er made an- 
Wer, E bad nanicd ie Maw. Atthe Conclagon 
_vf the Sopper, when the third Cap Was tfuatly | 
Drank, he was pleaſed to inſtitute à new Sitera- | 
mem, to be obſery'd_by all Chriſtians, not an- 
aui ee the Ft; Paſſover wh, bir a8 "of: | 
ten id they had opportunity, for a perpetuaf Mfc. | 
moriar of his infinite Love to Minkind.”” Firft | 
Were taking Btegd, he bleed” it, Brake ir, | 
= difttibured "ft tc te Apdſttes, wird these 
Words, Tale, eat, ibi * wy Billy wHlch in wives | 
| For you: Do this in Remembrance of me, Then | 
blelling the Cup in like manner, he gave it to 
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Hand of him that betray*'d him, was there preſent 
on the Table. Fi 1 


Immediately after (as St. Luke places it, Ch. xxii, h 


v. 24.) there happen'd a Contention among the 
Apoſtles, which of them ſhould: have the Prece= 


deney and Superiority over the reſt, in their Ma- 


ſters Kingdom. Jeſur checked their Ambition; 


by repeat ing the Subſtance of What he had for= 
merly faid to them upon the like Occaſion; 


That Supremacy ahd Dominion belong to ſe- 


© cular Princes, not to Evangelical Miniſters, 


« who ought to carry themſelves with humility 
and condeſcenſion one towards another; after 


_ © the Example of him their Maſter, who had lately 


©. waited on them, and waſhed their Feet as they 
c ſat at the Table. At the ſame time he applauds 
their conſtant Adberence to bim in all his Af. 
c flictions; for a recompence of which, he would 
6 provide them ſuch a Kingdom as his Father had 
1 given him, where they ſhould:be neareſt to him 


© of all:others, and ſit on Thrones, judging the 


© twelve Fribesof Iſrael'. Then looking at erer, 


he ſpałe to this Effect p Sim, Satan rhath-act 


c cuſed you all before God; and deũtes that he 
© may have the ſifting of you, by his winnowing 


Winds of Temptations and Perſecutions, that he 
© may ſhake your Faith, and weaken your Con- 


© fidence. | Bat I have pray'd for you all, and 


particularly for thy ſelf, (Who art jn greateſt 
6 . becauſe: ſo confident of thine: own 


c | Strength, that thy Faith, though ſeverely ſhaken, 
may not utterly; fail; and wben by Repentance 
dethoù art recovered from thy fall, be careful to 


con- 4 
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them, ſaying, Drink ye all of tbis; for. tibi is my 
Blood of the New Teſtament, which is ſhed for many 
for the remiſſion of Sms. Then he told them, that 
this was the laſt: Wine he ſhould Drink, for the 
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veonſirm and ſtrengthen others, that they fall not 
in like manner. Peter reſolutely profeſſes, 
6- That: he was ready to follow his Maſter, both 
£: to Priſon and to Death. But Jeſus ſolemnly 
affitms, that before the ſecond crowing of the 
Cock that Night, he ſhould thrice deny that he 
knew any thing of him. Then he asked them 
6: all, Whether they wanted any thing, when he 
-  £:ſent them to preach without Purſe, or. Bag, or 
6: Shoes? They anſwer'd, Nozbizg.. Whereupon 
he advertiſed them, That now it would be 
s quite otherwiſe; for ſuch powerful Enemies 


would ariſe, and ſuch Diſtreſſes happen, that 


c now they would ſtand in need of all theſe, and 


of a Sword more than of a Garment: For all 
that was written concerning him, was juſt ready 


to be: accompliſhed; /'and he ſpeedily number'd 


with the Tranſgtreſſers. The Apoſtles taking 
his Words in the moſt [literal Senſe, told him, 
they bad tuo Swords there: He, to intimate that 
he had another Meaning, gave them this ſhort re- 
ply, it ir exough; Luke xxii. 33. 
_ + Aﬀeer this, they proceeded to ſing the Hymn, 
or rather to finiſn the NMallel, which, in all con- 
fiſted of ſix Euchariſtical Pſalms, beginning at the 
exili, and concluding with the cxviit.A little be- 
fore they broke up; he madeta valedictory Diſ- 
courſe to them, full of good Advice and Conſu- 
lation. He compares himſelf to a Vine, his 
Diſeiples to the Branches, and his Father to the 
„Vine-dreſſer, who cut off ſuch Branches as 
were wholly unfruitful, and pruned the reſt, 
that they might yield more and better Fruit. 
That as a Branch cannot beat Fruit except it 
<. abide in the Vine, no mote can his Diſciples, 
except they abide in him. der TIES 


&% 


© they bare, the more would his heavenly Father be 


had ſeparated them from the World; and that 


God a ſpecial Service, in taking away their 


and Silence, being much afflicted and aſtoniſned 


for till then, the Holy Spirit, the Comforter / 


Miſſion; of Righteouſneſs, by teſtifying his 
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« glorified ; and that which he moſt delighted in, 
© was their mutual Love and Charity towards 
© one another, which they ought to praQiſe, ſince 
© their Maſter laid down his Life for his Ene- 
mies. That they had not been firſt in their 
choice of him, but he had ſought out and call'd 
them firſt to be his Diſciples; and treated them, 
© not as Servants but as Friends, communicating 
© to them the whole Will of his heavenly Father. 
© That in chuſing them to be his Followers,” he 


© not being of the World themſelves, they were 
to expect to be treated by it, as their Maſter 
had been, with Hatred and Perſecution. Then 
© he inform'd them, that the Fews would be ſo 
© cruelly zealous againſt them, as not only to 
© excommunicate them, but alſo to think they did 


5. Lives; which they would do, becauſe they knew 
© not the Son, nor the Father who ſent him: That 
c he had forewarn'd them of theſe Afflictions, 
© becauſe he was leaving them; and that they 
« might remember his Words when they came to 
©. paſs; and by remembring, fortify: their Minds 
under the moſt violent Perſecution, Jobs zv. 
The Apoſtles heard theſe things with Sorrow 


> 
_ * - * _ he . - — — — 
* 1 hd — 6 l 
” * bo. Ae = JI 0 l = = l [ . \ "TY "FS" 3 _ — 


that they were to loſe their dear Maſter. He 
©. Comforts them with an Aſſurance that his de- 
© parture would be highly for their Advantage; 


© would not come to them; but that, upon his 
© going away, he would ſend him: That when 
he came, he would convince the World, eſpe - 
© cially the Fewo, of Sin, in not believing his 
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ent, becauſe he had condemn'd the Devil, 
© the Prince of this World. That the ſame Spirit 


of Truth-ſhould cauſe them perfectly to under- 
tand what they had heard of him, and ſhould teach 


them thoſe Doctrines which at preſent they were 
© not able to bear. That this Holy Spirit ſhould 
Slorify him alſo, by a more illuſtrious manife- 


<-communicated to him by the Father. That 
© though he was obliged to depart from them, 


yet he would be abſent but a little while, and 


return to them again. The Apoſtles. under - 
flood not the Meaning of theſe laſt Words, 
and were afraid to ask their Maſter, which wien 
he perceived by their reaſoning among themſelves, 
he explains himſelf thus; That they ſhould have 
ia grievous, but ſhort Mourning of it, during 


the time of his Sufferings and Abſence from 


— 


them; but that their Sadueſs ſhould ſoon be 


i turn'd into Joy, when they ſhould ſee him alive 


c again, aſter his Reſurrection. This he illuſtrates 
© by the ſimilitude of a Woman in Travail, which 
© is a time of acute Pain and Sorrow, but ſhe 
quite forgets it wyhen her Child is brought forth. 
b Thus will their Hearts revive, upon the fight 


© of him riſen from the Dead; and ho Man ſhall | 


©be able to deprive them of this Joy, becauſe he 
* ſhall die no more; but go to Heaven, and there 
* live for ever, to make Imerceffion for them”. 
After this he promiſed them two Things. Finſt, 


That after his Reſurrection, he would not ſpeak - 


< to them in Proverbs and Parables as formerly, 
hut declate to them the Knowledge of God in 


©. the plaineſt manner. Secondly, That praying to 


© the Father in his Name, which as yet they had 


not done, they ſhould obtain whatever they re- 


* queſted; 


Part III. 


ation of his miraculous Gifts, which had been 
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© queſted ; for that the Father loved them, becauſe 
they had: loved his Son, and own'd his Divine 
NMiſſion . Then he aſſured them in plain Terms, 
© That he came from the Father into the World 
© and that he was now leaving the World, and 
returning to the Father. Uponthisthe Apoſtles 
acknowledged, that he had now ſpoken plainly, 
and without a Figure; That they were ſatisfied 
he knew all Things, even their very Thoughts, 

« and conſequently maſt come from God. Foſs 
intimated to them, that their Aſſurance was yet 
but weak; for the time was approaching, wien 
every one of them would fly from him, be diſ- 
perſed, and leave him alone; though he was not 
alone, becauſe his Father was with him. Laſtiy, he 
ſums up all in theſe Words: Theſe things I have 


ſpoken to yon, that in me ye might have Peace. In the 


World ye Sali have Tribalation, but be of good cheer, 

J baue overcome the World. John vx. 
Having ended theſe comfortable and dying Ex- 
hortations,. our Lord was plesſed to leave us an 
admiſrable Specimen of his perpetual 1nterceffion 
for us, as our High-Prieſt and Advocate at God's 
right Hand, in that moſt divine Prayer, Jobs xvii. 
which he pronounced in the Audience of his A- | 
poſtles, aud wherein he Supplicates for himſelf, 
for his Apoſtles, and for all ſucceeding Chriſtians. 
Firft; fot himſelf, « That the Hour of his Paſſion 
being now come, his Father would glorify 
nim by bis Preſence and Power, that he might 


Slorify his Father by his patient Sufferings. 


* Fhat to as many as were ordain'd to eternal 
© Life, he had diſcover'd the true Way and Means 
to obtain it, having inſtructed them in the tight 


© knowledge of God the Father, and his only 


© Son their Mediator and Redeemer. Ther having 
© glotified his Father in the courſe of his Miniſtry 
& oh SAO HOGS D237) Lal) 2 nun | 


* * . 
? 


7 4 4 J 0 ; : . 3s, N — * 7 # 
: : ; . N 
x 7 5 © 0 
» 1 5 ; 
N. oy , 5 E VA 4 . 
1 4 * 1 * ; 
[ 


upon Earth, and accompliſhed the Work which 
mas appointed him, he now prays to be received up 
into that glorious ſtate which he was poſſeſs'd of 
defore the World began. Secondly; he prays for his 


© Apoſties whom the Father bad given hin, and 
who having received from him the clear know- 


5 ledge of the divine Nature and Win, were 
fully perſwaded of the Truth of bis Miſſion. 
And ſince he muſt now leave them in the World: 
he begs that they may be preſerv'd in perfect 
Union among "themſelves, reſembling that of 


_” the Perſons in the Divine Nature. That while 


© he was converſant with them, he kept them in 


the true faith and fear of God, and not ene of 


them was loſt, except Jada, who according to 
the ancient Prophecies was to be à Son of 


<-Perdition. | That fince he bad ſeparated. them 


from the World, by giving them another Spirit 
and '/proſpe& of Happineſs, the World hated 


them; as it did him their Maſter: Wherefore | 


he prays his Father, not to take them-preſently 


ut of the World by Death, but tokeep mem 
from the Snares and Corruptions of it; and ſo 
8 to ſanctify them by his Word, that they might 
4 ſtill improve and be perfected in Holineſs; that 
© they. might effectnally fulfill that Work of the 
„ Gaſpel, to which he had appointed them in his 
own; ſtead; now that his own: Miniſtry was fi. 
- Sniſhed. /.1 That for their ſakes;he:did conſecrate 


- ©: and:devate himſelf a Sacrifice for'Sin; that they 


, might be dedicated and ſet apart to his Service. 
Laſtiy, he recommends to bis Father all thoſe 


Who ſheuld believe in him through. the preach- 
ding of his Miniſters, that ſuch a Spirit of Love 


Fund Concord might! run through; them all, 8s | 


+ mighe convioce ihe World that they were of 


Fodt and chat their Maſter. was juſtiy entitled 


$: to:the Character he had taken upon him, of a 
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+ © © Mcdiator andReconciler between God and Man. 
a After their Sanctiſication he prays for their Glo- 
o « rification, that they may: be admitted into the 
Ng © fame Heaven with himſelf; to a Participation 
* of that Glory, and a ſhare of that divine Love 
52 s which he enjoy'd before the Foundation of the 

| World. He concludes with this inſtructive De- 
ä d elaration, that the true and ſaving knowledge 
© of God is convey*d to the World through him 
4 alone that his Apoſtles did firmiy believe this; 
ap that he had in good meaſure-imparted; it to them, 

and would do it more fully; and prays, that 

"a © the Father, looking upon them as engrafted in 
of + him, and very Members of his Body, would 
* youchſafe to love them as his own adopted 
0 We muſt remember that it was now pretty far 
' in the Night, and ſeaſonable to have gone to reſt; 
d but our Lord, that he might prepare himſelf for 
10 his approaching Paſſion, walked out of the City 
* with his Apoſtles, over the Brook Kedron in the 
Vale of Fehoſhaphat,” towards Mount Oliver and 
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Bethany. ; Upon their leaving the Houſe, Fudas 
had ſlipt from them towards the High: Prieſts Pay 
lace, where his wicked Aceomplices were ready 
0 execute. his treaſdnable Deſign. And now 
Jeſus, as he went along, certified his Apoſtles, 
that this very Night the Prophecy of Zechariah 
was to be accompliſhed in them, that be zbe Sbep- 
herd was to be ſmitten, and they the Sheep of the Float 
to be ſcatter d abroad. However, though they de- 
ſerted him, he would not ceaſe to care for them, 
again in Galilee. Eater rope Na Aſſurances to 
bim, That. he would be no Deſerter,, but ſtand 
ür te kim, though be ſhould. be. forſaken. of 
n eee en 24; £1354 e bu e 
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all others. Ieſur foretold him a third time howhe W Fs 
would deny him. But Perer being now provided of a for 
Sword, vehemently engaged to die with him, ra« ſec 
ther than deny him. And all the reſt follow'd ma 
him in the ſame Proteſt atio. 
Having paſt Kearox, they went to a place called fin 
<Gerbſemane, a place of Oil-Preſſes at the foot of ho 
Mount Olivet, where was a Garden well known he 
to Judas, becauſe Chriſt often reſorted thither ſan 
with his Apoſtles, both for Retirement and Devo- in 
tion. Here he was to enter upon the prelude of MW co! 

- His enſuing Tragedy, to begin to recover that in in 
u Garden of Sorrows, which the firſt Adam loſt Dr 
in a Garden of Pleaſures. At the Entrance of the MW to 
Garden he left eight of the Apoſtles, command. WM © 
ing them to pray there while he went further for rer 
the ſame purpoſe.” Then going for ward into the to 
Garden, he took Peter, . and John, who W wr: 
had been SpeQtators of his glorious Transfigura- he 
tion, now to accompany him in his Affliction and Ju 

_ anguiſh of Spirit. Lo them he declared, That is MW M 
Son was exceeding ſorrowſul, even to death. Tarry Pr 
Fe bere, ſays he, and watch with me. From t W an 
de withdrew himſelf about à Stone's: caſt, and ſec 
n proſtrate, cry*d, O n Father, ailabingi are be 
Poſſible with thee; let this Cup paſs from md, But Wl thi 
immediately eorrecting himſelf as it were, he en- to 
tirely ſubmits; nevertheleſs not mine, but thy Will Wi 
ve done. After this hereturn'd to the three Apoſtles H 
for mutual Comfort in this time of Tryal ; but W m- 
it being very late, they, over-whelm'd with r. 
Grief and 'Sorrow, were fallen" aſleep. e WM to 
Wake them, and with a Reproof full of 'Love, Wl <a 
"Faſd to Perer, Daft thon-/leep Simon'?'Conld ye not W. 
watch one Hour with me? Whtch and pray, that fu 
ye enter not into Temptation. The Spirit indeed is an 
willing, and your Mind is well diſpoſed ; 1 an 
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Fleſh is weak, and the Body preſſes down the Ef 
i of the Soul Then he went and pray'd a 
ſecond time, ring, 0h my Father, F this C on 
may not aſe from me, except I drink it „ hy 
be done. He return'd: again to his Diſciples, and 
finding them ſo heavy, that they were not able to 
hold up «heir Heads, or make him any Anſwer, 
he went the third time to his Prayers, ſaying the 
ſame Words which he had uſed juſt before, hut 
in a more earneſt and vehement manner. His 
conflict Was now ſo violent, that the Blood, 
inſtead of Sweat, ſterted out of his Body in great 
Drops, and there appear'd an Angel from Heaven 
to ſtreugthen and ſupport him in this Agony. 
Having thus prepared himſelf for Death, by 
repeated and ardent Prayers, he now comes back 
to his Diſciples, to await the armed Force that 


was to ſeize him. Finding them not yet awaked, 


he bid them ſeep on now, and take their reſt. But 
Judas appearing forthwith, at the Head of a great 
Multitade of Soldiers and others from the Chief 


| Prieſts and Elders; arm'd with Swords and Staves, 


and lighted with Lanthorns and Torches, he'rai- 
ſed his *Diſciples, ſaying, Let us be going, behold” 
be is at hand that doth betray me. Fudas had-fold 


the Officers, that he wou'd point out bis Maſter 
to them, by going up to him, and ſaluting him 
with a Kiſs. So up he goes 5 8 and eries, 


Hail Mafter, and ider nim. Feſus calmly de- 
manded, Hby be came thitber; aud "why be be- 


Trey d ban with 4 kiſs? Then 9 make it evident 


N willingly he Fell-into their Hands; and how 
he cod have reſcned -himfelf. he ſtept for- 
Sa. and àsk'd, 15% rey wanted? | They an 


AN Feſns of Nazareth. "Chriſt told them, VT ; 
am he; and immediately they went backward, 
_ fell to the Ground. By the Breath of is 


Mouth 
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Mouth he could as eaſily have ſtruck them Dead, 


#bey ſought? They auſwering as before, he told 


. #heir Sword without ſufficient Warrant, . Heul 
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- + Fewiſh Powers, without the help of thine, or 


_ .yant's Ear, he expoſtulated with the Multitude, 


©. MalefaQtor, when as they ſaw him daily in the 
anſwers himſelf, that this was their Hour, and 
ook him, and; ſhifted for themſelves: Only one 
young Man, whom many ſuppoſe 10 be St. Jobs, 


dim, Went after him; but the Sol liers laying __ 
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But he ſuffer' d them to riſe, and ask d again, whom 


them, that ſince they ſought him only, they muſt 


his intemperate Zeal, and commanded, him to 
put up his Sword, declaring, bar theſe who drew 


periſh by the Sword. Shall not I drink the Cup, 
* {aid he, which my Father hath mixed for me? 
It I deſign'd a Reſcue, he would at my requeſt 
« ſend me mote than twelve Legions of Angels, 
<< which would eaſily quell both the Roman and 


any mortal Sword. But then how ſhall thoſe 
Scriptures be fulfilled;.. which have foretold my 
+ Sufferings*'? Then miraculouſly healing the Ser- 


Why they came againſt him with Swords and 
Staves, as though he were ſome Thief or great 


Temple, and laid no Hands on him? But he 


the Power of Darkneſs?.. The e ſceing 
ourage, for- 


Having a Linnen Garment caſt negligently about 
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away naked, ...... . 97 
Feſus being thus alone in their Power, they led 


ſelf; but he ſent them to Caiapbat who then bare 
that Office, and had the whole Sanbedrim about him 
for that purpoſe, though it was yet dark Night, 
Caiaphas fell to examining our Lord, both as to 


Hereſie in the one, and Sedition in the other. | 
But Jeſus anſwer'd him, I ſpoke openly to the 
World; I ever taught in the Synagogue, and in the 


ask them which heard me, what I have ſaid to them: 


him, Vhy be gave ſuch an Anſwer to the High- 


otherwiſe he did ill to ſtrite him. In the mean 
time the Council prepared their Evidence to prove 


contradicted one another. What the Court urged 
moſt upon him, was the Depoſition of two Men, 
who declared they had heard Feſns ſay, that be 
would deſtroy the One of God made with Hands, 
and rebuild it in three Days without Hands; though 
they perverted his Meaning, and diſagreed in the 


to this; but finding he could extort none, he pro- 
ceeded to the main point, and adjured him to 
declare plainly, Hbether he were the Meſſiah, the 
Sow of God? Feſus told ww that the anſwering 
8 1 4 | | 
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of his Linnen, he left it in their Hands, and fed 


him to Annas firſt, who was Father in- Law to 
Caiaphas, and had formerly been High-Prieſt him- 


his Doctrine and Diſciples, endeavouring to find 


Temple, whither tbe Jews always reſort; and iu 
ſecret have I ſaid nothing, Why askeſt thou me? 


behold, they know what I ſaid. At theſe Words 
one of the Officers, a forward Zealot, ſtruck him 
on the Face with the Palm of his Hand, asking 
Prieſt ? But Jeſus replied, that if he had ſaid any 
dh Law or Reaſon, be ſhould ſhbew 10 | 


Feſus a Capital Offender; but when they were 
produced, they depoſed notorious falſehoods, and 


wording of it. Caiapbas call'd for his Anſwer 


% The eagle Bien of at lin. 


ol that Queſtion would not induce them either to 

believe him, or releaſe him: However he anſwer'd 
in the Affirmative, That he was, and that hereafter 
zhey ſhould jee him at the right hand of the Almighty, 
coming in the Clouds of Heaven. Hereupon Caia- 
pbat rent his Cloaths, as the Cuſtom of the Fews 
was, when they heard Blaſphemy; and asked the 


Court what they thought of this Anſwer ? who 


all agreed, that there was no farther occaſion for 
Witneſſes, for that his own Mouth had condemn'd 


him. So they left him for the remaining part of 
that Night, in the Hands of the common Soldiers 


and Servants, who ſpit in his Face, blindfolded 


him, and ſmote him with their Fiſts and Palms of 
their Hands, bidding him, in contempt” of the 


Character he had aſſumed, to propheſy or divine 
who it was that ſtruck him; adding many other 
vile Indignities.and abominable Blaſphemies. 


While Jeſ#s underwent this cruel tryal and out- 


rage, Peter, whoſe Fears had driven him from 
his Maſter, having a little recover'd his Spirits, 


abd hoping to paſs. undiſcover'd io the throng, 


ventur'd into the Cont among dthers, and by the 
Intereſt of his Fellow-Diſeiple Jobn, who went 
with him, he got into the common Hall, and fat 
down among the Servants and Officers to warm 

himſelf at the Fire. Here the Maid who had let 
'him. in, conſidering him well, knew him, and 


Taid aloud, This Man was alſo with Jeſus f Naza- 
reth. Then ſhe asked him directly, I be were not 
exe of his Diſciples ? Peter anſwer d before all the 


Company, He could not 2 meant; 
he was none of his Dries nor at 


with bim. Preſentij he. took his opportunity to 
withdraw into the Porch, - where he heard. the 
Cock crow. Here another Maid Challeng'd him 
s che former had done; but he denied it again, 
55 15 TD ; 
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with the addition of an Oath, About an Hout 
after, mixiug with other Company in the Hall, 
he was challenged' again, upon the aecount of his 
Speech, which diſcover d him to be a Galilean; aud 
an Officer, the Kinſman of Malcbus, encreas'd the 
Suſpicion, by asking him; Did mot ] ſee thee in the 
Gardes with jeſus? This confounded Peter fo, 
that he began to curſe and ſwear, he knew not the 
Man, nor tuhat they nie ant. Immediately the 
Cock crew d ſècond time. : Feſws, either being in 
that Room all the while, or brought that way by 
the Soldiets (as ſome probably ſuppoſe) turn'd - 
and look'd earneſtly on Peter; which puttiug him 
in mind of what he had foretold concerning his 9 
threefold denial of him, over whelm'd him with Mi 
ſo much Shame and Grief, that he went out, and | 
wept bifterly, „%%% gn os 


* $ 


When our Lord, in his valediQory Diſcourſe | 
to his Apoſtles, concerning his going to the Fa- 
ther, ſaith, My Father is greater tban I, Joh. xiv. 
28. this is true in three Reſpects. 1. With re- 
ſpect to his human Nature. 2. With reſpect to 
the eternal Generation of his Deity, as he was be. 
: Pen of the. Father, who is therefore call'd, the _ 
Fountain of the Deity. 3. With reſpe& to his 
Mediatorial Office, for thus he was the Father's 
Servant. But in Eſſence he is equal with the Fa- 
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ther, they both being one God. 


In that Day ye ſhall ask me nothing : Perily, ve- 
 rily I ſay unto. you, whatſoever ye ſhall ask the 
Father in my Name, be will. give it yen. John xvi, 


23·. There. is a twofold kind of asking; one by 


ene other by Way of Petition, 


* 
4 A 


The former is asking, that we may know or be 


intorm'd in What we doubt; the other is asking 
„chat we may receive, and be ſupplied with what .,, 
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we want. Now when Chriſt ſaith, in thas Dey 
je ſhall ask me nothing, it is as much as if he had 
ſaid, At 5 you underſtand but little of the. 


myſteries of Keligion, and therefore are full of your 
Oneſtion about them, But when the C Pupil 
comes, ye ſhall be ſo clearly enlighten'd by him, that 
ye ſhall Got need tu ack me any more 97 5 But 
When he ſaith, I bate ver ye foull ait the Father in 
my Name, be will give it, the meaning is obvious, 
that Petitions addreſs'd to the Father in Chriſt's 


* 


Name, ſhall be obtain e.. . 
Our Lord in his Prayer, John xvii. 2. acknow- 
ledges, that his Father bath given bim Power over 

. ell Fleſh: Hence the Sociniaus would infer, that 
he is not God, becauſe he receives all Power from 
God. © Butthe Text ſpeaks not of his divine Power 

. . 8s God, but of his Mediatorial Power, by vertue 
of which he is inveſted with the Authority of a 
Iudge, to execute the Laws which he hath given, 
and to reward or puniſh Men, according as they 

- Hall obſerve them. OE we fe ki. . 


Graciou Lord, our moſt adored Prophet, Prieſt 
and King, who 775 brought Life and Immortality 
#0 hight through thy Goſpel, in acquainting us with 
the divine Nature, Will, and Worſhip; who baſt 
aug bi us the "Neceſſity of being united to thee, as 
be Branches are ts the ine; who art gone to pre- 
"Pare happy Manſions, for. all that love and fear 
thee: who ſutteſt at thy Father's right Hand to 


E  *rautercede for us, and obtain our Petitions; who 
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Se haſt ſent thy Holy Spirit to comfort us, f 
e 


tes through this vale of Miſery; who didſt offer up 
e rat Paſchal Lab for the Sim? of he 
Wirld and diaſt inflitate and ordain” holy Myſteries 
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| 3 5 15 be received by all | Chriſtians, as pledges of thy 


Love, and for continua remembrance of thy me- 
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ritorious Paſſion; Grant that I may thankfully and 
worthily receive theſe ineſtimable Benefits, to my 
„ Foy and Comfort. And foraſmuch as I. 
have learn'd, by the Fall of thy great Apoſtle Sr. 
Peter, that. I 77 ed and 5 my ow 
ſtrengib, grant that I may not put my Truſt in 
15 TSS 1 se. 3 Jeu e of 1 584 
frailty and inconſtuncy, may be always upon m 
Wel imploring the baue of thy "Roc has 
neither the pleaſures of Life, nor fears of Death, 
may make me quit the Profeſſion of my Faith. But 
if at any time a ſinful Temptation ſhould get the ma- 
ftery over me, yet let it not captivate and enſlave 
me; bat quickly, a ves reſtore me again by a 
ſerious and hearty Repentance; that perſevering 
unto the end, I may receive the Keward I my Faith, 
even the Salvation of my Soul; through #hy Merits, 
"who haſt Fg zo hold faſt thine Elect, that 0. 
thing ſhall be able to pluck them out of thine Hand, 
eur only Mediator aud Advocate, Amen, 
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Bon . 600D FRIDAY. 
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3 Jade ge for his led e 1 


_ bangs bimſelf. Carry is "Hwa be- 


ere Pilate, ho having examintd-bim, and 
Jem bim to Herod 10 be iry'd by Ne, ace 
— "quits bim of any Crime; but at the impor- 


and fituggle with his Conſcience, and a Meſ- 
+ age of Caution from bis Wife, fcourges 
bum, and delivers him to be crucified. Cir- 
cumſtances of | bis Crucifixion particularly 
Ide darkneſs attending it. Jos x PH of Ari- 
©  mathea and ot bers hury his Body. Tbe Jews 
Seal bis Tambſtone, aud ſet a Guard about it. 


5 Jay? in the Morning, the n met again | 


at their Room in the Temple; to which Place 
they order'd Jeſus (who had not been allow'd to 
ſleep all the Night . "to de brought; and finding 
him to perſiſt in his former Pretebfions, they. re- 


_ ſolv'd to delſvet him upto.the Roman Judicature, | 
- When Fada, who had carefully attended and 


watched the Iſſue of this: Buſineſs, ſaw that his 
Maſter did not reſcue himſelf, as he had done for- 
merly, but was likely to ſuffer in good earneſt, 


N he fell into intolerable Horrors for what he had 


done; and to 555 fome eaſe to his tortur'd Con- 
8 


8 * his remorſe cry'd, What n; that 2 
. Thus Es 


unity of the Jews, after much reluftance 


: 5 N _ . N „ P | 
{ 3 , "Pp _ : POE: 5 # % "3h | 
WES, on apes ew a. as wei, 1 ] Þ/ m4 


5 t the pee of his Her to the 
5 Sanhedrin, confeſſing e them all, hat he had 
betray 7 180 r Blood. The Prieſts 


J 
4 * 
þ 


ſpondent to his Grime, unparallel d 


the Miſchief he had done, reſolv'd to leave their 


* #52 See tbos te that. He finding no Encourage- 
ment from them to hope for any. Reparation for 


Money with them, and flung it down at their Feet, 


_ They took it up, but ſcrupled to put it into : 
Treaſury, becauſe it was the Price of Blood : 90 
they agreed to purchaſe a Spot of Ground with 

it, then call'd zhe Potters field, but afterwards 
 Aceldama, that is, the field of bload, from the Price 
of it; appropriating. it for the Burial of the Pro- 
ſelytes of the Gate, and thereby accompliſhing the 


Prophecy of Zachariab, chap. xi. ver. 13. They 
tool the thirty pieces of filver, the price of him that © 


was valued, whom they of the children of Iſrael © 
Aid value, and gave them for the potters field, as 


_ the Lord appointed me. But Judat being deliver d 


over to Satan, went and hanged himſelt; his dire- 


ful End was the more remarkable by an unuſual 


Accident: for being exceſſively ſwell'd, he fell 
headlong from the Tree, burſt in ſunder, and his 


Bowels gu ſhed out; which render'd him ſuch a Spe- 


.Qacle; that he was talked of with Wonder all 


over Feruſalem; his Puniſhment being Corte- 


£ 
J. 


The; Fews, in purſugnce, of their, Reſolatian 


* 4 
* 
3 yn 


* 


aforeſaid, hurry'd onr Lord to the Prætorium, or 


Palace of the. Roman Governour Pontius Pilate, 


a Perſon, if we may depend upon Philos Ac- 
count, of a eruel and covetous Diſpoſition, They 


wou'd-not enter into the Jadgement-Hall, them- 


ſelves, for fear of being defiled, and render d un- 


fit for the Solemnities of the Chagigab, which 


St. Fahn calls the Paſſover, as being a very con- 
ſiderable Part of the Feltival.. Pilate therefore 
came out to them to the Palace Gate, and de- 


Jef Toy unter, be bad lei, me 
. le. | £4 1 l 


manded of them, what accuſation they, had againſt - 
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\  * lefattor, they wou'd not have brought him thither* 
Hie reply'd, #hey might take him and judge him by © 
"their own law. But they alledged, that the Pow. 

er of Life and Death did not now belong to 

them, bat to the Rowan Governour; which lome 
' Jay was ſo order'd three Years before. Then they 
" proceeded to the Particulars of his Accuſation, 
and declared, © that he had perverted the Nation 
© from their Obedience to the Romans, and for- 

did them to pay Tribute to the Emperor, ſet- 

- © ting himſelf up for King of the Jews.“ Pilate | 

hearing that he laid claim to the Kingdom, thought 

himſelf concern'd to examine that Point: fo re- 
turning into the Judgment Hall, he asked Jeſus, 
I be were King of the Fews? Feſus deſited to 
know, whether he asked that Queſtion of him- 
ſelf, or whether it had been ſuggeſted to him 
by others?“ Pilate told him, He was no Few, 

nor skilled in the Law and the Prophets, To a 

* to know the ground of his Pretenfions ; but that 

his own Countrymen had brought him before 

© *him, for aſſuming the Character of the Meffiab 
vor King, that their Prophets had foretold,” Jeſus 
 anſwer'd, © He might be aſſured, that his King- 
dom was not of this World; otherwiſe his Sub- 

_ "eas wou'd have fought for him, and reſcued 
-**him from the Hands of thoſe who had made 
him à Priſoner*. Art thou a King then? ſaid 
Pilate,” I am, ſaid Feſus: * To this end I was 
porn, and for this Purpoſe I came into the 

World, that .] might maintain the Cauſe of 
Truth. Every one that is on the fide of Truth, 
t odeyt my Voice.” Ay, ſays Pilate, What is 

- "8 Trazh? This he is generally thought to have 
poke in a ladicrous way; for he ſtays not for an 
_ . Anſwer, but roſe ſuddenly from the Bench, and 

king our Lord with him, went forth a ſecond 

8 | FR: 3 time 
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not carry their cauſe, laid on à heavy Load o 
Accuſations, which our Lord, as calm as uy 


to each other. 


* 


The chief Prieſts and Rule o fearing they ſhou'd 


were furious; anſwer'd no otherwiſe than wit! 
Silence: And though Pilate urged him to ſpeak, 


yet to his great Wonder he cou'd not move him 


to take any Notice of ſuch Calumnies. One of 


the Particulars was, that he had raiſed Seditions 


+ among the People, beginning in Galilee, the 
+ Oat-skirts of the Country; and ſo coming up 


with Moltitudes and Tumults even to Jeraſa- 


© lem,” Pilate hearing of Galilee, asked, whe- 
ther Jeſus | belonged to that Province? and 
being inform'd he was of it, and conſequently of 
Herod's Juriſdiction, he ſent him to that Prince, 
who was then at Jeraſalem, both to ſalve the 


' Breach that was between them, and to rid his 


own Hands of a troubleſome Bufineſs. Herod 


was very glad to ſee him, for he had a longtime 


deſited it, having heard much of his Power to 
work Miracles, which he hoped he wou'd ſhew 


before him 3 and for which: Purpoſe he put many D : 


Queſtions to him. But our Lord neicher anſwer- 


ing him, nor the chief Prieſts and Scribes wo 
vehemently: accuſed him; Herod with his Men 


of War derided him, as an Object of their Sport 
and Contempt, tather than of their Eavy or Su- 
ſpicion; and arraying him in ſome caſt-off Robe, 
as 'a mock King, ſent: him again to Pilate. And 
upon this Occaſion Herod and Pilate, who be- 
fore were at Variance, were perfectly reconciled 
© Feſus being thus ſent back again, Pilate, calld 

to the Rulers and People, and certitied them, 
© that he had eramin'd this Man touching thoſe 


Is Crintor. 31 | ; 


time to the Jeu, to aſſure them, that he found . 
no fault at all in him. m. ; 


WP 0 979 
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times whichahey bad laid, to hir Charge, and 


= ; had likewiſe ſept him to Herod, to be try d by 
7 © him; bat that neither of them con d find that 
5 4 he had done any thing to deſerve. Death: That 


therefore he wou'd give. him the Correction due 
£ to petty Offenders, and ſo diſmiſs him,” wane 
Offer being rejected, he-try'd- to ſatisfie-thet 
nother Way, It wess a Cuſtom, that st the af 
ſover the Roman Goyernour ſhou'd releaſe. one 
of the Priſoners under Sentence of Death, whom 


the Zews ſhon d nominate; and the People were _ 
urgent that this Privilege mighe fill be kept vp. 
Tdere was then a notorious: Malefactor, one Ba- 
rabbat, who had influenced the People to a ſe- 
diitious Tumult, and committed Murder in the 
. '  JofurceQion. Pilate therefore. propoſed. this Pri- 


- Toner slong with Jeſus to the People's Option, i- 


5 magining, as tis ſuppoſed, that they wou d- ſave 


nun innocent Man, tather than a dangerous Ruff 


un. And that hieh added to his Sollicitude for 


- the ſparing of Jaaa, was a Meſſa age brought to 


him that Moment from his Wife; that he ſhou'd 


have no Hand in the Death of. that juſt Man 


© then before him; for ſhe had been much terri- 


* fied with a Dream on his Account. The People, 
he underſtood, had been well affected to Flue, 
and/ho boped-for their Suffrage: on -his-Side-; 

ihe implacable iRulers had perſwaded and bed 


them to vote far the ſaving of Barabbas : So that 
. __ when Pilate asked them a ſecond time, which of 
ide two they wou'd have releaſed, they all.cry'd 


out, Away with zbisman, and give at Barabb at. A 


 _  gemarkable-loſtance of the Inconſtancy of the 
Vulgar! Thoſe who but ſix Days before-eey'd 5 
Haſaunab, and: ſpread; their Garments ſor him to 


8 tread ede were now as loud in their Cries fen 
Son rn Pulate asked _ . 


4 
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"what be ſbou d do with Jeſus called Chriſt? They 
all cry'd out, crueiſie him, cruciſie him, aſſigning 
him the -meſt+ ignominious and cruel Puniſhment 
that 'cou'd be named. And when Pare ask d a 
third time, what crimes be had commuted? aſſu- 
tiog them that he cou'd find nothing in his Caſe _ 
that defery'd Death; that therefore he - wou'd 
chaſtiſe him and releaſe him; they redoubled their 
-Ctamours, and gave hien no reſt aint be W 
ed with their Demands, 1 
In orcker to which, he Dömaggadeck Nia to be 
ſtripe, Kis Hands and Peet ty'd to a Pillar, and 
his Fleth to be ſcourged with a Whip of G, 
or Thongs of Leather; A Ponihiment: ſo painful | 
and diſhonourable, that the Roman Laws permit- 
ed it not to be inflited on any but Slaves, or 
the worſt of Criminals juſt before they wete put 
to Death. After this the Soldiers committed ma- 
-ny Outrages upon him; they took him into the 
common-HHall, pluckt off his upper Garment, and 
85 9 9 5 a looſe purple Coat about him for a Robe, 
8 'Wreath' of Thorns upon his Head; for 2 
and a Reed in his Hand for à Scepter: 
Then ar day fell on their Kriees, and did Homage 
to bim ju Dexifion, faying, Grd ſave tbe King f 
the Jets. At the fame time they ſpit in his Fae 
and” beat him with their Fiſts; and taking the 
Reed out of his Hand, laid nim över the Heat 
With it, and ſo nair'd his Crown of Thorhs to 
his Temples. But Pilate calling for him, they 
put the Reed again in his right Hand, which he 
- merz held as they placed it; and thus he was 
f forth in bis. mock-ornamenes, but with 
"his Me and Body all imbrew's in Blood. Pr. 
are preſenting” him to the Jewi, cry'd, Behold 
7 man, hiking rhis was enough'to facjatetherr 
bloody * kim; eſpecially when here» *- 
| ym_— | 
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pested his former Declaration to them, that he 
found no manner of Fault in him. But they 


with greater Fierceneſs cry'd out, Cracifie bim. 


Pilate bid them take him and crucifie him, for 


ge cou'd find no Reaſon for it. They anſwer d, 
* that they had a particular Law, according to 


_* which he ought to die, becauſe he made him- 
* ſelf the Son of God. 


+ . Pilate heating this, was ſeiz'd with a religious 


Horror, upon a ſudden Reflection, as ſome think, 


of what he had heard concerning our Lord's Mi- 
. racles, and the Account he had given of his King- | 
dom, that it was not of this World, and that he 
came to deſtroy the Dominion of Error, and ex- 
alt Truth among Men. Wherefore he goes back 
again into the Judgment-Hall, and now asks 
Jeſus, not what he had done, but who aud whence 
22 To which our mou giving 4 | 
ate grew more urgent, and imperious,. ſaying, ! 
* not unto me? Knoweſt thou e 
I have power to cruciſie thee, and nov power ob 
rreleaſe thee? Feſus very ſedately told him, He 
_ £.coy'd bave no Power at all againſt him, ex- 
©. cept it had been given him from above,(intima- 
ting that all this was done by the Will of his 
Heavenly Father, to which, not Man's, he yield- | 
ed Obedience) but that they who brought him 


Spe ale 


thither, had the greater Sin. This wiſe and juſt 


Anſwer increaſed the Governour's. Concern to 


xeleaſe him. But the Fews at laſt extorted that 
from bis Fears, which they cou'd not perſwade 
| him to by their Plesdings. , ſaid they, bon les 
#his man go, thou art not Caeſar's friend : oſo 
wakerb 2 x | 

Tbis quite brought him aver to t Ge, FO 
be well knew the jealous Temper of his Maſter 
Tiberius; to whom if the Zows, whom he 2 
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often and diſguſted, ſhon'd have 
ſed him for protecting a Rival to his Empire, it 
muſt in all Probability have prov'd his Rais. 
Therefore returning to the Hall, he brought forth 
Jeſus, array d as he was, 10 his publick ribunal, . 
in a payed Flace called Gabbatba, intending to 
paſs Sentence vpon him; yet he let them under- 
ſtand, that he did it contrary to his own Perſwa- 
ſion. Bei ſeated, he ſaid to the Fetus, Be bold 
King. But they cry'd out, Away with bim, 


een, with bim, cruciſie him - And when he re- 


? They made An- 
ing but Ceſar; which was 
them own the Roman Em- 
peror for their Sovereign, Pilate perceiving that 
all his Endcavours to ſave Jeſus, did but encreaſe 
the Tumult, and thinking he had done enough 
for his Part, call'd for Water, and waſh- 


ly'd, i bat 72 our Ki 
— They bed 7. 


ing his Hands before all the People, ſolemn- 


ly declared, bat he was innocent of the- Blood of 
that juſt man; and that th muſt anſwer for i, 
Wherevpon they with one Voice utter d this ho- 


rid Imprecation, His blood be on ut, and an 4 ; 
ecbildrew, Then Pilate, without more ado, 


ceeded to releaſe Barabbas, and ſentence 


to the moſt painful and ignomiuions of all Deaths, 


the Death of the Croſs. | | 
Our bleſſed Lord being thus copdemn'd and 


abandon'd by all the- Wor}d, the Soldiers and 
Officers, 


the purpi 5 5 . 

e is mangl 7. put on 
his own Raiment; and then laid 2 hei- 
vy Croſs upon his Shoulders, who like Iſaac bare 
the Wood with which he. was to be ſacrificed. In 


this manner he paſs'd through one of the prin- 1 | 


Cipal Streets of Feraſalem, to the infinite Tri- 
my * Enemies, and the r 
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" ragement of his Friends: Till fainting and fink. 
ing under the Weight of his Crofs, the Soldiers 


« compelled one Simon a Cyrenian, the Father of A. 
lexander and Rufus, to bear it the reſt of the 


Way. Among the vaſt Throngs and Multitudes 
that follow'd to this Execution, there were many 
People, eſpecially Women, who could not be. 

R *hold this ſad Spectacle, without very grievous 
"Lamentations. Our Lord obſerving what Floods 
of Tears they ſhed for his ſake, turn'd towards 
them, and ſaid, | Daughters of Fernſalem, weep 
not for me, but for yourſelves and your Chil 

ten: For the time is coming when ye ſhall 
-© ſay, Bleſſed ate the Wombs that never bare 
Children, and the Breaſts that never gave ſuck. 


fall upon them, and the Hills cover them from 


ba Hall be done in the dry, to thoſe wicked 


juſt as the ſcape Goat, loaden with the Iniquities 


Ling the Gates, they brought him to a rocky 
2 i, e. the Place of a Skull, in the Hebrew 


| golgotha, a kind of charnel-Houſe for the City, 
and a Place for Execution. This Place is by ma- 
A V believ'd to be the fame, where” Abraham went 
43. "to offer his Son aac. Here they firſt gave him 
2 Mixture of Vinegar and Gall to Drink, in- 
| flead of the uſual Compoſition of Wine and 
1 *Myrcch, given to crucified MalefaQors to eaſe 
1 them in their Torments; but upon taſting of * | 


= 


Then ſhall they wiſh that the Mountains might 


e the Divine Vengeance: Fir if ibey do theſe things 
in @ green tree, i.e, to me a righteous Perſon; 
'© Perſons, who like dry Trees, are only fit for | 
the Fire'? Thus was the great Sacrifice, con- | 
 'vey'd out of the Holy City, as an aceurſed thing; 


of the People, and the Beaſts for Sin-Offerings, ' 
were by the Law carried out of the Camp, Paſ- 


"Hill, on the welt-fide of the City, catl'd Calva- 


he reſuſed jt. Then ſtripping off his Garments, 
they lifted him up, as the brazen Serpent upon 
the Pole in the Wilderneſs, and nail'd his Hands 
and his Feet to the Croſs. And to put him to 


the greater Shame, and obſcure his Innocence, 


they crucified two Thieves on each fide of bim, 


accompliſhing 1/azah's Prophecy, ch. liii. He was? 
wumber'd with the tranſgreſſors. It being cuſte® _ 
mary in Crucifixions, to place in capital Letters 


over the Suffering Perſon's Head, an Inſcription 


order'd this to be put over our Lord, FESUS* 


OF NAZARETH, KING OF THE © 


FEWS; and it was written in Hebrew, Greek, 
and Latin, that both Natives and Strangers might 


take Notice of it. The chief of the eus were ; 


much. offended at this, thinking it a Diſhonour 
to them, that 7eſus ſhou'd be reported abroad to 
have been their King; and fain they wou'd have 
perſwaded Pilate to have alter'd it thus; He pre- 
tended bimſel King of the: Fews: But Pilate an- 
ſwer'd them with ſome Warmth, shat it ſpou d 
aud vat lie had-writtew tn. 
It was near the ſixth Hour, or Noon, when 


our Saviour was faſten'd to the Croſs; though 


St. Mark calls it the third Hour, which contain». 
ing our ninth, tenth, and eleventh, the twelfth, 
which was their fixth, was not fully begun. 
The firſt thing Chriſt utter'd, was an Inter- 
ceſſion and Apology for his Murderers; Father, 
forgive them; for they know: not what they do. Im- 


mediately thoſe four Soldiers who were his Ex- 


ecutionets, went to divide the poor Spoil, his 
Garments, «cutting them into four Parts: Only 
his Coat was woven from the Top to the Bot- 
tom without any ſeam; therefore rather than 


ſoit it by dividing it, they agreed to caſt Lots, 
T 95 5 - who: 
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ſhewing the Cauſe for which he ſuffer'd, Pilate _ 


; 7 4 
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«who ſhou'd' have it entire 3 accompliſhing thereby 
the Words of the Pſalmiſt, P/al. xxii. 18. They 
paried my Garments among them, and caſt Lis 


* "for my veſiure. While he'-patiently endured the 


.extreameft Torments, the Paſſengers and Multi- 


-tude added all they cou'd to his Affliction, by 
their blaſphemous and reviling Speeches; ſome 
__ *ſhaking their Heads and crying, Ah thou that pre- 
tendedſt thou couloſt deſtroy the Temple, and 
:& rebuild it in three Days; fave thy ſelf, if thou 
Dart the Son of God, and come dowu from the 
Croſs.“ The chief Prieſts and Rulers enter- 
tain'd themſelves with ſcoffing at him in this 
kind of Language: © He ſaved others from Death 
c and the Grave, but he cannot ſave himſelf: If 
- ihe is indeed the King of Hrael, the Meſſiab, 
the choſen of God, let him come down now 
© from the Croſs, and we will believe on him, 
ie put his Confidence in God: If God hath 
e ſuch a love for him as he ſeem'd to pretend to, 
2 by calling himſelf the Son of God, let God 
c deliver him.“ The Soldiers alſo, who ſtood 
by, the Croſs to guard him, inſulted over him, 
urging him to come. down, and prove himſelf 
© King dt the/Fews by faving himſelf,” Nay, one 
of the crucified . Thieves | rail'd' on him, asking 
him, © 'why, if he were the Meſſiab, he did not 


£ fave himſelf: and them?“ But his Fellow ſeri- 


ouſly rebuked him in theſe Words; * Doſt not thou 


c fear God, ſeeing thou art condemn'd to the 


$ fame Puniſhment, and that juſtly? For we ſuf- 


fer the due Reward of out Crimes zbut this Man 
© hath done nothing amis.“ E hen addreſſing hiin · | 
ſelf to: Jeſus, he ſaid,” Lord, remember me, when 


tbos comeſt into thy kingdom. This ſurprizing 


Confeſſion of Chriſt's Deity, when he was in ſuch. 
dreadful Circumſtances, was: graciouſly anſwer'd | 
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in theſe Words; Verih I ſay ano thee, this day 


alt thou be with me in Paradiſe. Among the 
great Number of People which ſtood about the 


Croſs, there were ſeveral Women, who came 


out of Galilee with Feſus, and had miniftred to 
him of their Subſtance, All his Acquaintance 
likewiſe were there, who at ſome Diſtance ob- 


ſerv'd what paſſed. But the Virgin Mother, Aa- 


ry Magdalene, the other Mary, and Fobn the Son 
of Zebedee ſtood near him. Jeſus being concern'd 
to provide for his Mother, faid to her firſt, be- 
hold thy Son, meaning Fob», whom ſhe was hence- 


forth to look upon as herown Son: Then look- 
ing at John, he ſaid, behold thy mother; thus te- 


commending them to each others Care and Kind- 


neſs: And from that time John took her to his 
own Houſe, where they dwelt as Mother and 


Son together. 2, 
After this we find not that our Lord ſpake for 


the ſpace of near three Hours; but continuing 
in Silence and Prayer, with his Eyes lift up to 


Heaven, he went on finiſhing that Sacrifice which 


. was to be the Redemption of the World, con- 


ſuming and melting away in the Flames of God's 
Wrath towards Sinners, which now ſeized on 
him in their ſtead; for all their Offences which 
had been or ſhou'd be committed. In the mean 


time the whole Frame of Nature was ſtrangely 
diſorder'd : The Sun at Mid-day loſt its Light in 


a preternatural Manner, for it cou'd not be eclip- 
ſed by the Moon, which was then at full, as u- 
ſual at Paſſovers, and conſequently at the great- 
eſt Diſtafice from it. This prodigious Darkneſs 
was in all Probability univerſal; *twas recorded 


by ſome learned Centiles of thoſe times, particu- _ 
larly by Phlegon Trallianus; and we are told by 


later Writers, that Diony/ins the Areopagize be- 


ing 
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ing in Egypt, and obſerving it, ery'd out to his 
Friend ee 'T hat either the God of Na- 


A 


ture ſuffer'd, or 1 e e with. ſome Sufferer,” 


Indeed this nobleſt Body ofthe inanimate Creation 
_ſympathized with its Lord, and cover'd its Face at 
. ſuch ahorrid Spectacle, intimating to the hard heart. 
ed Spectators, that the Sun of Righteouſneſs; that 


true Light which enlighteneth every Man that 


cometh into the World, was now. ſetting, and 
bis Glory eclipſed fo far as the Malice of the 
Prince of Darkneſs and his Inſtruments cou'd 
. eclipſe him. Mens Minds were no leſs cloud- 
ed with Horrorand Amazement;no more Taunts 
and Inſults were heard, but every one in a pro- 
found Silence expected the Ilſſue. When, about 
the ninth Hour, or three of.the Clock in the Af. 
ter noon, the time of offering up the Evening Sa- 
crifice, our Lord now ſeeming to be almoſt 
_ Jpent, ſaid with a loud Voice, that all the 
Multitude might hear him, thoſe firſt Words of 
the xxiid Pſalm, prophetical of his Paſſion, Eli, E- 
Ii, lama ſubachthani, j. e. My Ged, my God, why 
Haſt thou; forſaken med expreſſing not ſo much the 


: ©, Jaſt Pangs of his corporal Sufterings, as the more 


acute Anguiſh of his Soul, labouring under the 
Wrath of God due; to. the Sins of the whole 
World; his Divinity at this time ſuſpending:from 
his Humanity all thoſe Conſolations which might 


any way relieve it, and with which his Servants | 


in their greateſt Sufferings are uſually refreſhed, 


Some of the SpeQators hearing the Words, Eli, 
Eli, being ignorant of the Language, and fondly ! 
the coming of Elas about that time, 


expecting 
thought he called for that Prophet to come 


and help him. After a ſhort Interval, Jeſus being 


in the Agonies of a high Feyet, to fulfll the 


took 


1 


8 
* 
a 


330 - The Evangelical Hifory F Part Ill. 


Scriptutes, - ſaid, I :birſt. One of the Compeny | 


bros. | 
- 


hf — vane! 
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next Day was the Sabbath, and a Paſchal Feſtival, 
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took a Spunge, and dipping it in Vinegar, put 
jt upon the End of a 3 long Stalk of Hyſ- 
ſop, and applied it to his Mouth; while others 
cried, Let us ſee whether. or no Elias will come, 
and take him down from the Croſs, Feſus having 


taſted the Vinegar, and feeling the Pangs of 
Death upon him, cry'd, IT IS FINIS HED, 


i. e. all the Prophecies and Types of the Law 
are fulfill'd, and the Sacrificefor expiating all Sin, 
is offer'd: And then with another Out- cry, ſtrong 
as the former, he | ſaid, Father, into thy bands I 
commend my. Spirit; and having ſaid this, he breath- 
ed out his Soul. The Roman Centution and Sol- 
diers, who guarded upon that Oeccaſion, hearing 
him cry with ſo ſtrong and loud a Voice, juſt be- 
fore he expired (which was never known in this 
kind of Death, that exhauſted all the Blood and 


Spirits, before it put an End to Life) ſaid, Tray 


this man was the Son of God. 
Our Lord's Death was accompanied with a 
terrible Earthquake, which rent the Rocks, and 


open'd the Graves of many Saints, who came 
forth, went into Jeruſalem, and appear'd to ma- 
ny. But that which was ſtill more ſurprizing, the 
Veil of the Temple which ſepatated the ſacred 


Myſteries from the Eyes of the People, was rent 


in two from the Top to the Bottom; ſhewing 
that God had no longer any | ſpecial Retidence 


there, or Reſpect to the Temple Miniſtration. 


To which we may add from the Fewife Writers, 


that from this time the Lot went no more up 


into the right Hand of the Prieſt; nor did the 


ſcarlet Ribbon on the Scape Goat any more 


turn white; nor the Evening Lamp burnanylong- 
er; aud that the Temple Gates open'd of them- 


ſelves. | As to the Body of our Lord, becauſe the 


the 


— 
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the Jews defired of Pilate, that both it, and thoſe 
of the two MalefaQtors, might not remain on the 
Croſs that Day (indeed by the Law, Deut. x1, 
23. they might never hang there all. Niglt) 
but be taken down and buried, Now the Cu- 
ſtom was, that for the greater certainty of Di. 
ſpatch, their Legs ſhon'd be broken on the Croſi. 
his was immediately excuted on the two Thieves; 
but the Soldiers coming to Jeſus, and finding him 
already dead, brake not his Legs, but one of them, 


_ .. reſolved to make fore Work, thruſt his Sp eat 


into his Side, and forthwith there came out Blood 
and Water, Theſe Paſſages lockt like Accidenn 
then; but they were direed by Providence ts 
the fulfilling of two ancient Prophecies ; one re- 
lating to the Paſchal Lamb, which was a Type 
of Chriſt, Exod. xii. 46. A bone of bim ſhall not 
' be broken; the other Zech. xii, 10, cy fall 
lool on him whom they have pierced. 
Tue burial of our Lord was on this Manner, 
Jeſeph of Arimathea or Ramah, a City of Ju. 
daa, 3 noble Senator, and one of the Saubedrim, 
' but too good and juſt to conſent to their Pro- 
© ceedings againſt Jeſus; indeed he believed in bim, 
but did not publickly own it, for fear of incur- 
- ing the Penalties decreed againſt ſuch ; now took 
Courage, and went boldly to Pilate, craving his 
' Licenſe to take down the Body and bury it: For 
the Bodies of ſuch as were executed, were entire- 
Iy at the diſpoſal of the Judge. Pilate cou'd hard- 


* 


ly be perſwaded that he was dead fo ſoon: But 


calling the Centurion, and being certified by him 
that it was ſo, and that there cou'd be no Defig 


- of ſaving his Life, he -preſently ganted it to the 
- Petitioner ; who took it don, and wrapped it 
in fine Linnen which he had bought for that Pur- 


* 
- 
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poſe. At the ſame time Micodemus, one of the Chiefs 
of the Phariſees, who was like wife a conceal'd 
Diſciple, brought a mixture of Myrrhe aud A- 
Joes, about an bundred Pounds weigt; and af- 
ter they had waſhed the Wounds and Stripes, and 
cleanſeg the whole Budy from thoſe lud gnities 
which the malicious Jews and S ders hd cat © 
upon it, they embaln/d it after the beſt fahion 
of the Jewiſbß Funerals, Near the place of Craci- 
fixion, 2 K. had a Garden, waere he had lately 
cat a new Sepulcher in a Rock, deſigu'd for his 
own loterrment; bat it lying convenicat tur the 
preſent occaſion, they depotited the Body of our 
Lord in it, and caver'd it with a Stone cut out 
of the ſame Rock, ſo large and pondetous, that 
it could not be removed but by many Hands. 
Mary Magdalene, and the other Women who 
were preſent at the Crucifixion, tho? they did not 
perhaps aſſiſt in theſe Funeral Rites, out of reſpet 
do the two fotemention d honourable Perſons , 
. wich whom they had no acquaintance; yet they 
- WH well obſery'd the Grave, that they might know 
F, how to find it again; and the Sabbath being now 
£ too near for them to do any thing, they reſolved, . 
, as foon as that was over, to pay their laſt Re- 
» ſpeas io the ſacred Body, by anointing andper- 
. fuming it with ſweet Odours and Spices; which 
S now they went home to prepate, and to reft on 
: the Sabbath according to the | ment. 


A $S4TURDATL. © 


S God reſted this Day from the Works of the 
EE Creation,” ſo did our bleſſed Saviour from 
that of our Redemption: And while his Body lay 
in the Grave, his glorious Soul, which was never 
ſeparated from che Deity, attended with R$ 
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ef Angels, defcended into Hell, and there trium · 
phed over the Powers of Dark * conquer'd 
as to their former tyranny over Man. From thence 
he entred into Paradiſe, the Place of Joy and Re- 
poſe for all happy Souls, ti] the Reſurrection of 
their Bodies; where he was adored by them, as the 
Author of their Salvation and endleſs Felicity; 
and amongſt the reſt, by the Soul of his late Suppli- 
cant, the Penitent Thief upon the Croſs. In the 
mean time his Murtherers the Jetus, who well 
knew that he had promiſed his Diſciples to return 
to life again in three Days time, went and inform'd | 
Pilate of it, deſiring him to ſecure the Body in 
© the Sepulcher till that time was over, leſt his 
© Diſciples ſhould ſteal it away by Night, and then 
. © perſwade the People that he was riſen from the 
Dead; and fo the laſt Error migbt prove more 
_ © pernicions than the firſt*. Poſſibiy they, con- 
cluding afforedly that he would not riſe again as 
be had ſaid, deſigned to expoſe his Body to the 
People at the end of that time. Pilate told them, 
they might have a guard, and ſecure the Tomb as 
well as they could. So to the Monument they 
o, with a ſufficient Number of Soldiers to guard 
t, and to 1 touching any thing 
with, "they ſet a Seal upon the Grave-Stone. 
This their malicious Diligence was by the divine 
Providence improv'd to render our Lord's Reſur- 
rection much more clear and mdubitable, whilſt | 
this very Guard carry'd the firſt News of it to 
the chict Prieſts themfclyes, as we {ball fee here- | 


after. 1 
1 ! J "Wes 2 #3 


Tis ſaid before, that our Lord's Crucifixion 
begun about Noon; concerning which there is 2 | 
ſeeming Diſagreement in the Evangeliſts ; which 
is caffly reconciled by obſerving, that _ or | 
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„ 4ivided the Day into four Quarters, which they 
' if call'd the third, the fixth, the ninth, and the 
7; twelfth Hours. Their third Hour begun at our 
of nine in the Morning, their ſixth at our twelve, 
: their ninth at our three in the Afternoon, and their 
e twelfth Hour was the time of their retirement 
5 from Labour, and beginning of the firſt Night- 


Hf watch. Now the whole time from the third 
1 Hour to the ſixth, that is from nine to twelve, 
Fu was calPd the third Hour; and likewiſe the whole 


d interyening time from the fixth to the ninth Hour, 
i that is, from twelve to three, was call'd the fixth 
5 Hour, and fo of the reſt. We ſee, here was no 
reckoning of intermediate Hours; but yet they 
were ſuppoſed to be teckon d. For inftance; the 
third Hour was our nine in the Morning; ten 
was the fourth, eleven was the fifth, and ſo twelve 
or Noon, comes to be call'd the ſixth Hour. To 
ly this for reconciling the Evangeliſts. St. Jabs 
ſays, Pilate paſs'd Sentence upon our Lord about 
the fixth Hour ; and St, Mark ſays, they crucified 
him at the third Hour. St. Mars third Hour in- 
cludes the whole time between our Nine and 
Twelve; St. Jobs ſaying, it was about the ſixth 
Hour, means a little before or after T'welye: 80 
that between the hours of Nine and Twelve, but 1 
much nearer Twelve, our Lord was ſentenced 
and led away to his Croſs; #5out Twelve he was 
crucified, and remain'd ſo till the ninth Hour, chat \ 


© If they do theſe things in the green Tree, ab ' 
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is, till three in the Afternoon. 
all be Zone in the dry ? I The good and juſt Man is 
| abel under 42 Metaphor of a green Tree, or 
a Tree whoſe Leaves do not wither, Pſal. i. 3. of 
egreen Olive Tree, Pſal. Ii. 8. of 4 green Hir. rec, 
Joſ. xiv. 8. of 4 Tree whoſe Leaves are ever green, 
Jet. xvii. 8. Whereas . „ by 
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Branch ſhall not he green, Job xv. 23. Thus God 
by Ezekiel threatens, that he will cat off every 
green Tree, and every dry Tree in Jeruſalem, Eck. 
AX. 47. that is, as tis interpreted Ii. 3. the rigb- 
teous and the wicked. And "tis proverbial among 
the Zews, that tuo dry Sricks will burn a green one; 
i, e. the Company of two wicked*Men will corrupt, 


d bring Tudgments upon a good Man. 9 
"Mite | Legs tad = Chriſt's Blood, i. e. 
the guilc and puniſhment of ſhedding it, might be 
pon them and their Children, began to be fulfill'd 
upon them farty Years after, in the Deſtruction 
of Jeraſalem by the Romans, when their own 
Hiſtorian Joſephus reports, that Multitudes 
being forced by the Famine to venture out of 
the Siege into the Valleys to ſeek Food, were 
taken by the Koman Soldiers, ſcourged and cru- 


cified about the Walls in all Poſtures, 2 tbey bad 
neither room for Croſſes, nor Croſſes for the Bodies. | 


Joſeph.. de Bell. Jud. lib. vi. cap. 12. And ever 
ſince, for near ſeventeen hundred Years, they have 


been like murderaus Cain, fugitives and vagabonds | 


upon the face of all the Earth. | 


| © Alnighty and everlaſtin 
dove towards Mankind, boſt 


follow the Example of bis great Humility ; merci- 
bis Pa 


2 * 
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O merciful God, who haſt made all Men, and ba- 
54 wothing that thou haſt made ; who wonldeſt not 
be death of a Sinner, but rather that be ſhould be con- | 


* * werted 


vi % 


God, who of thy tender 
s, ſent thy Son our Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt, zo tate upon him our Fleſh, and te 
Suffer Death upon theCroſs, that all Mankind ſhould 


fall 7. that may buth follow the Example of | 
is Fatience, and alſo ve made Partaker of his Reſur- | 
ee e laue Jeſus Chriſt our Lora. 
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verted and live; have Mercy upon all Jews, Turks, 
Infidels, and Hereticks; tate from them all igne- 
rance, hardneſs of heart, and contempt of thy Word; 
and ſo fetch them bome, bleſſed Lord, to thy Flock, 
that they may be ſaved among the remnant of the 
true Iſtaelites, and be m one Fold under one 
Shepherd, Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, who liveth and 
reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
Wild without End. ' Amen. 
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| » , A8SENS1ION into Heaven. . 

WM THE Sabbath being now-ended; a it began to 

| 1 dawn towards the firſt Day of the Week, ve- 

2 ry early, and while it was yet dark, ſay the Evan- 

geliſts, Mary Magdaleve, and Mary the Mother 

of James, and Salome brought their ſweet Spices 
before mention'd to the Sepulcher; it being cu- 

ſtomary with the Fews to embalm dead Bodies 

- WH ſeveral Days after they were laid in the Grave. 

-. W Theſe Women, knowing nothing of the Guard, 

» WH duthaving ſeen the great Stone laid upon the Mouth 

of the Sepulcher, were conſulting as they went 

Along, how they ſhould get it removed. But this 

f W was done to their Hands; for an Angel deſcend- 

ing from Heaven, with a Countenance like Light- 

. ning, and Raiment white as Suow, came and 

roll'd away the Stone, and ſate upon it; which, 


together with a terrible Earthquake at the fame 
nme, ſo affrighted the Guatus, thut they durſt not 
: Wl [abide there any longer; ſo that when the Women 
came, they went readily into the.Sepulcher-gibur — 
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ae; Ahag as aſtoniſhed: when they found not 
ehe.Bedy,of our Kord.. 
From St. Matthew we may collect, that the ſame 
en Which rolle back the Stone, ſpake to theſe 
A OM: 17 72 them not be afraid; he knew 
they ſought: Jet Wha was crucified; but they 
< were ſeeking the PAS ODS the dead; that 
be was riſen from the Grave, as he had fore. 
© told thein, ſaying, be Sen of Mas muſt be de. 
erte into the N of e Tor be crucified, 
viſe ageinthe 2 end _ 4 -he-bids them 
- © take a view of the 83 he had lain; and 
£ go quickly and-tell. his Difciples that he was 
s riſen from the Dead, and would go before them 
imo Galilee, where they mould fee him? Sr. 
7 ous comparing. this place Wich the reſt of the 
Evangelifts, who vary ſomething in their Ac. 
counts, obſerves that there ſeem to have been 
ſeyeral excurſſons and returns of theſe Women 1 
_ 20 and from the Sepulcher, and perhaps not of all W ſe 
the Women together, nor with the very ſame An- hi 
gebical Notices of the Reſurrectio. 
St. Jeb tells us, that Mary Magdalene came nc 
running from the Sepulcher to him and St. Perer, m 
and with: much concern told them, They bee A 
rialien away the Lord out of the Se pulaben, and ue he 
nei net where they bave laid bim. Hereupon 
theſe two Apoſtles haſted with: all ſpeed to fee 
Now it was. Fobnarrivedthere fitſt, and looking 
in, diſeover'd the burying Cloaths lying on the 
- Ground, | Peter went \direQiy , into tbe Tomb, 
und obſerv'd that the Napkin which had bound 
ur Lord's Head, lay neatiy vrrapped up, at ſome 
Diſtanee from the other Lannen : Jobs following 
mim, ſaw the ſame thing, and both concluded 25 
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tit Womatbdd told hem, that ſomebody had 
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detſtand the ancient Prophecies, nor Chriſt's own 
Predictions concerning the Reſurrection. Sothey 
ſtoy'd not long here, where was no more to be 
ſeen at preſent, but return'd home again, muſing 
upon theſe: things, and expecting the Iſſue. But 
Mary, impaticntly deſirous to be further ſatisfied, 
continued ſtiil at the Sepulcher weeping; and as 
ſhe wept, ſheſtooped down, and looked in, where 
ſhe ſaw two Angels cloathed in white, ſitting one 
at the Head, and the other at the feet where: the 
body of Jeſus had lain. They asked her why fbe 
wept? She anſwer'd, Becauſt ſome bad take 
away her Lord, and ſhe knew:not where they had 
laid him. Then turning herſelf about, ſhe ſaw a 
Man, whom ſhe took to be the Gardiner, whe 
ask'd her the ſame Queſtions; and ſhe thinking 
that he, having charge of the Place, had removed 
the Body, deſired him to ſhew her Where he had 
laid it, 'thatſhe might take care of it. But he pre- 
ſently diſcoveting himſelf to he Fe/xs, and calling 
her by her Name, ſhe fell dovvyn in an eeſtaſie of 
Joy to kiſs his Feet. This he forbids-at preſent, 
not allowing her to ſpend time in that -which: ſhe 
migbt have more Opportunities for, before his 
Aſcenſion ; but rather to haſte to his Brethren (ſo 
ve he gracicufly calls the Apoſtles who had deſerted 
on him) and carry them this meſſage from him: I 
ee aſcend to my Father, and your Father; and to my 
ng God, and your God. Mary went as ſhe was com- 
manded, and told them, She bad ſeen :the Lord; 
nd, but they were in ſach Perplezity and Amazement, 
that they could not give Gtedit to her Words. In 
me . the mean time the other Women were met by 
ing W dur Lord, Who upon bis making himſelf known. 
5 ad them; fell down, embraced his Feet, and ado- 
25 915 WS © ne 4 
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Bis Brethren to go into Galilee, ' where they ſhould 


ſee bim. 


1 By this time the aff ighted Guards had been with 


the chief Prieſts; and acquainted them with the 
Succeſs of their Charge; how they had been ter- 
rified with an Earthquake, and the Apparition of 
a Perſon of more than human Figure and Aſpect; 
who had broke their Seal, roll'd away the Stone 
from ihe Sepulcher, and ſat upon it; and for the 
Body, they knew not what was become of it. The 
chief Prieſts and Rulers, upon this report, aſſem- 
dled in Council, and agreed to give the Soldiers a 


large Sum of Money, on Condition they would 


give ont, bat Chriſt's 2751 came by Night, 
and ſtole away their Maſter's Body whilethe Guards 


were all aſleep: * promiſing them farther, that if 


the Governor ſhould call them to an account 
'« for remiſſneſs in their Duty, they would pacify 
© him, and ſecure them from Puniſhment*.* The 
Soldiers took the Money, and did as they were 


Jews for many Years after. 


taught; and this Story was current among the 


On this ſame Day of the Reſurrection, towards 


Evening, two of the Diſciples, ſuppoſed by ſome 
to be of the number of the Seventy; went to a 


Village call'd Emmaus, about threeſcore Furlongs, 


5. e. ſeven Miles and a half North-weſt of Fer»/a- 
lem, diſcourſing by the way of the Occurrences 
relating to their Maſter. As they were intent up- 
on theſe things, Jeſus himſelf, in the diſguiſe of 
44 Traveller, came up with them, and ask d them, 
What was the ſubject of their Diſcourſe; and 


what made them ſo ' melancholy? 2: One of 


them, named Cleopbhas, or Alphæus, asked him 
again, If he only were ſo. great 4 Stranger in 
Feruſalem, as not to have heard the things which 
- © had lately happen d there? He ask d them, bat 


things? 


m 
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things? They replied, © Concerning Feſus of Na. 
© zareth, a very eminent Prophet both in Doctrine 
« and Miracles, in the favour of God and all the 
People; whom the chief Prieſts and Rulers had 
+ condemn'd to death, and crucified; contrary to 
+ the Hopes of his Diſciples, who truſted he had 
+ been the Meſſiab, who ſhould have redeemed 
* Iſrael, Moreover, that this was the third 
Pay after bis Sufferings, on which there had 
been formerly ſome Speech of his riſing again. 
+ That ſome of their Women had been early that 
Morning at bis Grave, and looked for his Body, 


+ which they found not; but affirmed they ſaw 


+ two Angels there, who told them he was alive. 
© That their account was confirm'd by ſome Men 


© of their Company, who had been at the Grave, 
and found. it empty, and other things as they had 
reported; but no tidings or .apgearance of their 


« Lord*. When Jeſus had heard how. much 


they were at a Loſs in theſe things; he ſhew'd 
them their ignorance and ſmall inſight into the 


true Senſe of the ancient Prophecies, to this ef- 


fect: Do ye not find, that the Meſſiub deſcribed 
by the Prophets in the 0/4 Teftamext, was to 


© wade to his Glory through a Sea of Blood? 


* Why then do ye think your ſelves deceiv'd in 
the Perſon who ſuffer'd three Days ago, when 
© his Death doth ſo well agree with the Predictions 
< of the Prophets? Then beginning at Moſes, 
and going through all the Prophets, he explain'd 
to them all the Types and Propheſies concerning 
_ himſelf and his Sufferings. When they came 
near Emmaus, Feſaus, (till perſonating a Traveller, 
ſeem'd intent upon a longet Journey: But the Diſ- 
ciples, much obliged with his Converſation, de- 
fired him to conſider how near Night it was, and 


to take a Lodging with them. He accepted their 
| 3 Iavi- 


— 


iy 
| 
; 


Invitation; and when they fat down to ſupper, 
he took the Bread, bleſſed, brake, and gave it to 
them, ſuddainly appearing to them in his own 
likeneſs; or uſing ſome particular Ceremony in 
his Benediction, well knovyn to them; or elſe com- 
memorating his Paſſion with them in the Holy 


Euchariſt, which is ſometimes expreſs'd by break- 
ing of Bread, AcZ51i. 46. xx,7. After this he de. 


parted immediately out of their fight. | 


x 


The two Diſciples raviſh'd with what they had 


ſieen and heard, return'd back that Night to Feru- 


ſalem, to acquaint their Brethren how the Lord 


had converſed with them zacegnito on the Road, 


and how at laſt he was known to them in breaking 
of Bread. They found the Apoſtles at that inſtant 
aſſembled together; who when they had heard 
their Report, told them in Confirmation of it, 
zbat the Lord was riſen indeed, and bad appear d to 


Peter: Which appearanceis\mentioned by St. Paal, 


1 Or. xv. 1. Nevertheleſs there were ſome who 


did not yet believe that Feſws was riſen from the | 


To leave no room for doubting, Chriſt comes | 
into this very Aſſembly, as they continued toge- 


ther ſomewhat late at Night, with the Doors ſhut 
faſt, for fear of the Fews; and preſenting himſelf 
the midſt of them, he ſaid, Peace be to you, an 


ancient and uſual Form of Salutation. But they 
were terrified at his Preſence, and imagin'd they 
law a Spirit. Feſws, perceiving their miſappre- | 
henſions, bid them handle him, and they would 


< find that he had Fleſh and Bones contrary to the 


Nature of a Spirit. In the next Place he ſhews 


them the Prints of the Wounds: in his Hands, 


"Feet and Side. And while an exceſs of Joy and 
Wonder ſtill ſuſpended their full Aſſent, = 
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Whoſe Sins ye ſhall forgive ( | 
_ thoſe committed afterwards, by Abfolution, up- 
on Confeſſion and Repentance or Penance) bey 
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ask'd them, MI bat they had to eat? They gave 
him a piece of broil'd Fiſh. and a Hony-comb ; 
which he eat before them all, not for the Sufte- 
nance of his Body, which wanted no fach Nou- 
riſhment; but to confirm their Faith, and give 


them a ſenſible Proof that he was no Phantom. 


Then, as St. Mark obſerves, he upbraided their 


unbelief and hardneſs of Heart, for giving ſo 


little Credit to thofe who had ſeen him before; 
reminding them, how he had formerly taughr 
them, that theſe things were the accompliſhment 


of the Law and the Prophets: Then opened he their 


Underſtandings, that they might underſtand the 


Scriptures, And he ſai unto them, Thus it is 
 euritten, and thus it behoved Chriſt to ſuffer, and 


20 riſe from the Dead the third Day: And that 
Repentance and Remiſſion of Sins ſnouid be preuch d 
in his Name among all Nations, beginning at Je- 
refalem.. And ye are Witneſſes of Ge, 
Luke xxiv. 45; Before he left them, he gave 
them his BenediQtion, Peace be with ys: So- 


 lemnly imparting his Miniſterial Authority to 
them in theſe Words, As my Father bath ſent 


me, fo ſend F yon; then breathing upon them, 
and ſaying theſe Words, which have been ever 
fince uſed by them and their Succeſſors in the Or- 
dination of others; Receive Je the Holy Gbaſt: 

by Baptiſm, or for 


are forgiven them ; and whoſe Sins ye ſhall retam 
(by got baptizing or abſolving, or farther binding 
the impenitent and obſtinate with Church Cen- 
ſures) they are retained. And thus ended. the 
Day of the Reſurrection, which as an Anniver- 


facy Feſtival, we caſt Eaſter- day; and as the 7 5 


Q.4 


; 


_ being able to repeat t 


-j 


Day of the Week, we call it. the Lord's-Day, 


and keep it by Apoſtalick Authority, as our 
Chriſtian Sabbath. This Day Jeſus appear'd five 
times, firit to Mary Magdalene; ſecondly. to the 


other Women; thirdly to the two Diſciples; 


fourthly to Peter; fifthly to the Apoſtles aſſem- 
bled together, andothers with them. 
But at none of theſe Appearances was Thomas 
Preſent; and when his Fellows told him, they 
had ſeen the Lord, He declared he would not 
© be perſwaded of it, any otherwiſe than by the 
. © moſt ſenſible Demonftration, ſach as ſeeing 
© and feeling the Holes made by the Nails and 
Spear in Chriſt's Hands and Side. Our Lord 
graciouſly condeſcended. to the weakneſs and in- 
. credulity of this Apoſtle, as well for the cure 


of his Infidelity, as to prevent all future Cavils 


that could poſſibly be ſtarted againſt his Reſut- 
rection. Wherefore eigbt Days after, (on our 
TLotu- Sunday) all the eleven Apoſtles being now 
aſſembled together, and the Doors ſhut as for- 
erly, Jeſus preſented himſelf in the midſt of 
them, with his uſual Salutation, Peace be zo you: 


Then he kindly invited Thomas, whom neither 


the Scriptures nor the Apoſtles could ſatisfy, 10 
ſatisfy himſelf, thus: . Reach hither thy Finger 
and behold my Hands; aud reach hither tby Hand, 
and thruſt it into my Side; and be not faithleſs, 
but . believing, Thomas being moſt powerfully 
convinced, as well of his Maſter's Omnipotence 
in overcoming Death, as of his Omniſcience in 

he very Words he had faid 
in his Abſence, made ſome amends for the flow- 
neſs of his Faith, by the.-Sincerity of it, ex- 
preſs'd in this hearty Confeſſion, Ay Lord and 
wy God, Feſus ſaid to him, Thomas, becauſe 17 
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baſk. ſeen, me, thou haſt. believed: Bleſſed are they 
75 1145 — ſeen, p<. joe * Johu . 
II. 29. intimating, that his Faith would have 
been more excellent, and deſerv'd a greater Re- 
ward, if he had been ſatisfied with rational, and 
not required; Demonſtrative Evidence; ſince the 
Faith of all ſacceeding Chriſtians muſt come by 
hearing, not by ſeeing ; and the Evidence of our 
Senſes is not ſo.properiy Faith, as Science. 
Some little time (perhaps a Day or two) after 
this, the Apoſtles reſolved to leave Jadæa, and 
return into their own Province Galilee; going 
in all probability in ſeveral Companies, leſt too 
much Notice ſhould be taken of them. Peter, 
Thomas, Famet, John, and Nathaniel or Bartho- 
| _ lanew, with two others not named, quickly ar- 
; WH cived. at the Sea of. Galilee. Here they fell to : 
4 their former Trade of Fiſhing, not to continue | 
at it;, but only for the preſent Neceſſitiy; and ha- 
ving labonr'd one Night to no purpoſe, in the 
| Morning a Perſon unknown to them,  call'd out 
from the Shoar, and ask d them, if tbey bad any 
I thing to eat? They anſwering No, he adviſed them 
to caſt their Net on the right fide of the Veſſel, F 
and they ſhould not fail. of Succeſs. - They did | 
ſo; and immediately felt it ſo heavy; with Fiſhes,. | 
that they were not able to draw it up. Jobn, 
obſerving ſomething more than ordinary in this, 
told Peter, It was the Lord who had directed 
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mem. Peter hearing this, girt his Coat about 
him, which he had put off to,fiſh, and leapt in tag 
the Sea. to ſwim, to his Maſter. The other Di(- 


ciples remain'd in. the NA which was about 
an hundred ;Yards; from Land, and.,row'd; to 
| fhoar,..dragging their; Net fall. of. Eiſhes in the 


Witer.. As oon as: they were landed, they ſawn 
0 1 QF _* ef, 
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a Fire, with Fiſh broining on it, and Bread for 
'their Entertainment, alt miraculouſiy provided 
dy our Lord: Yet he bids them bring of the Fifi 
which they had caught, which ſome think was not 
To much for their preſent eating, as that the ſight 

of their number and bi 9 (there being an hun · 
dred fifty three great Fiſhes) with the Net un- 
broken, might convince them of the Miracle, 
Then he invited them to fit down and take their 
Dinner; which they did; but out of Fear and Re- 
verence, durſt not ask him any curious Queſtions, 

_ as who he was, or whence he came, knowing bin 
zo be the Lord, After his uſual BenediQion, he 
ſerved them of the Bread and Fiſh, and took part 

_ . hemiſelf,, to teſtify his real human Nature. This | 
St. Peter alludes to, when he tells Cornelius, Acts 
x. 41; we dia eus and drink with * after be roſe 

From the Dead. 

After Diane, Chriſt ck Pier upon a three- 

fold Profeſſion of his Love to him, reminding him 
hereby of his threefold denial of him. Simon, Soy | 

. nas, loveft tbon me more than theſe? i. e. | 

% ore than thy 7 New and fiſhing Boat?, ſay ſome: | | 

Others interpret it, © More than the reſt of the = 

2 Apoſtles . Peter modeſtly anſwer'd, That be | 

deem beloved bim. Jeſus commanded him zo feed | 

wo Lambs, to inſtruct the younger and weaker 
flott. © He put the ſame Queſtion to him twice 

—- and receiv'd the ſame Anſwer; not with- 

"out dme forrow thethird time, as fearing his Lord 

+Houbted of his Love; but with profound 'Humi- 

nie not taking Advantage of the Queſtion, to 


= hiaifelf before his Fellows, 8 boaſt that : 
e lov'd his Lord more than they all. Once in- 
all Mew for- 


geed/he yauntiogly profeſs'd, though 
2 8 eh. wot = "Parhow, 1 3 ö 
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abaſed by his Fall, he ſpeaks without making 
Compariſons, and only ranks himſelf among the 
true Lovers of Chriſt, who e him to teſtify 
the ſincerity of his Love, by fe 


prove more ſtout than in his former tryal. When + 
thou waſt young, thou girdedſt thy ſelf, and walkedft - 
whither thou would/t; But when thou ſhalt be old, 

thou ſhalt ſtreteb forth thine Handt, and another 

fhall gird thee, and carry thee whither thow wouldſF.- 
not, This ſpake Jeſus, fegnefyin by what Death + 
Peter ſhould glorify God, i.e. by eig on as-is - 


declared in the cloſe of his Life. ben be bad 
ſpoken this, be ſaith unto bim, ' Follow- me; which - 


ome underſtand to be myſtically intended, of 


Peter's copying after his Maſter's Pattern in the © 
conduct of 


| his Life: However Peter walked after 
him on the Shore; and turning about, and ſeeing - 


John behind him, asked, Lord, what ſhall this _. 
Man do? Hhen, and i | 


been ſo much the object of thy Love? Chriſt's Au- 
fwer contains a Reproof of his needleſs Curiofity y: 
If I will that he tarry till I come, what. is ibat 0 


mg bit Sheep, ot 
Flock in general. Thence he proceeds to fore- 
warn him of his future Sufferings, when he ſhould 


o Lid Jueus Cn. 3 


* 


o 


thee? Follow thow me. Upon theſe Words aw 8 


Opinion was grounded, that Joh ſhould not die, 
but remain alive till the Day of Judgment. But 


he himfelf owns in his Goſpel, that Chriſt's 


Words imported not ſo much, but were only a 
check to Peter, not to concern himſelf with the 


fate of others, but to mind -his-own Duty. Bat _ 


if we underſtand Chriſt's coming to mean ( as tis 
often taken in the Goſpe}) his coming to-the,, 


DeſtruQion of Jeruſalem; then Jobm did tarry till 
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his coming, andlonger,out4divingthatDeſieuRion/ - 
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Not long after this, our Lord, having appoint- 
ed a ſolemn Meeting for the whole Multitude 
of his Galilean and other Diſciples, and nam'd 
a Mountain in Galiles for the Place, appeared there 


20 above five hundred Brethren at once, as St. Pau 


tells ns, 1 Cor. xv. 6. This ſeems to be that 
Mountain which he had often uſed for his Re- 
tirement and private Devotions, the Place of 
his Trans figuration, call'd by St. Peter, The Ho- 
ly Mount, a Place free from Houſes, High- ways, 
or Paſſengers; our Lord deſigning no general Ma- 
nifeſtation of himſelf either to Fews or Gemriles, 
but only to a Select Number of Perſons, that ſume 
Contradiction might add the more Virtue to the 

Chriſtian Faith.. When he fitſt appear'd at ſome 
- » Diſtance from them, they proſtrated themſelves 
and adored him, Matt. xxviii. 17. But ſome of 


the Company, ſaith the Evangeliſt, doubted at 


the firſt, (unleſs he intimates the Doubt, not that 
was then, but had been formerly); which Doubt 


was prelently. remov'd, upon his nearer. ' 


Approach, and. Diſcourſe with them. Here heaſ- 
ſures them, that the time of his perſonal Mini- 
firy among. Men was expired, that be was no 
longer. to appear in the Form: of a Servant, but 
to exerciſe 1 in Heaven aud in Earth. And 
Whereas he had formerly confined the Miniſtry of 
His Apoſtles to the loft, ſheep of. the Houſe of Iſrael, 
* He now commiſſions. them to go preach his 
© Goſpel in every Nation, and bring into his. 
Church ali that hond become his Diſciples, ini- 
Itiating them by Baptiſm in the Name of the Fa- 

ther, and of the Son, and offthe Holy Ghoſt, 
« promiling Saluation to ſuch as ſhou'd receive 
« Baptiſm, and live. as becomes true Believers; 
< bus denouncing, everlaſting. Damnation 10 1 
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* that ſhou d reject the Offers of his Grace. He 
© ſtrictly charges them faithfully to teach the whole 
© Goſpel as he had delivered it to them, He pro- 


© miſes that Believers ia virtue of his Name ſhou'd 


© caſt out Devils, ſpeak ſtrange Languages, take 
up Serpents and drink Poiſon without Hurt, 
© and ſhou'd heal the Sick only by laying their 


© though abſent in Body,yet by his Grace and Ho- 
iy Spirit he wou'd remain with, and aſſiſt them 


© and their Succeſſors to the End of the World.? 


After this our Lord appear'd to St. James, as St. 
Pau affirms, 1 Cor. xv. 7. perhaps to communi- 
cate ſomething to him in Relation to his Biſhoprick 
of Jeraſalem; but we have no Account of the 


Particulars. _ | 


The time which our Lord ſpent upon Earth 


between his Reſurre&ion and Aſcenſion, . was 


forty Days; a Space which. he choſe as neceſ- 
ſary for the full Manifeſtation of himſelf by many 
infallible Proofs, and for inſtructing his Apoſtles 
in the Things pertaining to the Kingdom of God, 
i. e. their future Miniſtry, Acts i. 3. At the End 
of theſe Days, the Eleven Apoſlles, accompanied, 
as we may reaſonably ſuppoſe, with other ſelect 
Diſciples, and the Mother, K insfolks, and Friends 


of our Lord, went up to Jeraſalem; Where be- 


ing aſſembled in a private Houſe, our Lord made 


bis laſt Appearance among them, and command: 


ed his Apoſtles, : That they ſhou'd not depart 
* from Feruſalem; till. they had. receiv'd that Ho- 
© ly. Spirit, which he had often. promiſed to ſend 
them from his Father; and-telling them, that 
das Jobn had baptized with Water, they ſhou'd 
* be baptized (as John himſelf had foretold, Matt. 


_ * fits kk.) with the Holy Ghoſt. not many Days 


© thence,” The: Rpoſlles, fill imagining that, e. 
2 5 i 


very thing tended to the opening a glorious Reign 
of the, Meffah upon Earth, ans now — 
with their Lord's free and frequent Converſation, 
plainly ask him, whether it ſhou'd commence 
« forthwith, in the Reſtoration of the Few! 
© Crown and Dignity? He replied, '* That it was 
© not 3 for them to pry into the Times and 
© Seaſons of things, which the Father reſerv'd as 
© his own Prerogative : But that after the De- 
* ſcent of the Holy Ghoſt, they ſhou'd be enabled | 
| © effeQually, by their preaching and courageous 
© Sufferings, to propagate his ſpiritual Kingdom in 
+ © Feruſalem, in all Judæa and Samaria, and unto 
# ihe Ends of the Tmith, 8 
And now the Day being comethat Jeſus ſnou'd 
receive the glorious Reward of his Humiliation, 
and de exalted far above every Creature in Hea- 
ven and Earth; he led all the Company ont of Fe- 
ruſalem, to that Part of Mount Ollvet which was 
near Bethany; where lifting up his Hands, he 
gave them his laſt Benediction upon Earth. And 
as they were-paying their Homage and Adoration 
to him, he began to be raifed up into the Air, and 
Natel aſcended, ſo as to be ſeen by them for 
ſome time, till a bright Cloud, ſuch as that at his 


Trans figuration, 'receiy'd him out ef their Sight. 5 
_ The heavenly Hoſt attended on his triumphant | 
. Aſcenfion, as they had done at his Nativity: Two 
- of which appeared to the SpeQators in human | 
Shape, gloriouſly array d, and proclaim'd his ſecond | 
.. . _ coming to Judgment, in theſe Words: Te men f 
_ Galilee, w 1 gazing up into Heaven? 
This ſame 1 Which it taken up from you into 
Heaven, ſhall ſo come iu lite manner, as ye have 
ſten bim go into Heaven, Acts i. 111. 
Our Lord afcended on the fourteenth Day of 
our May, in the ninth Month of the 1 J 
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Year of he Emperor Wikies, "His whole tims 
upon Earth (reckon'd from the teyenty fifth of 


December, anni Auguſti Imp. 39) was thirty fix 


Years, four Months, and one and twenty Days. 


Almighty Ced, who through thine only begotten 
Son Jeſus Chriſt, 25 overcome Death, aud open'd 
unto us the Gate of everlaſting Life; I humbly be» 
ſeech thee, that as by thy ſpecial Grace preventin 
then duft put into my And good Deſires, 7 


„ through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, who hveth 
aud reignerh with thee and the Holy Ghoſt, ever one 
God, world without End, Amen. 

Grant, I beſeech thee, Almighty God, that like 
as I do believe thy only begutten Son, our Lord Je- 
fas Chriſt; to have aſcended into the Heavens; ſo 1 
may alſo in Heart and Mind thither aſceud, and 
with. him. continually dwell, who liveth and reign- 
eih with. thee and the Holy Ghoſt, one God, World 
without End, Amen. er de kT 
O God, the King of Glory, who baſt exalted thine 
only Sow Feſus Chriſt with great Triamph unto thy 
Kingdom in Heaven, I beſeech thee, leave us not 
comfortleſs, but ſend to us thy Holy Ghoſt to com- 
fort us, aud exalt us unto the ſume Place, whither 
our Saviour Chriſt is gone before, who li veib and 


reignetbh with thee and the Holy Ghoſt, one God, 


World without End, Amen. 


; Adultery, a Woman taken in 


Angels Guardian, 194. 


Apoſtles, Andrew, Fohn,, Si- 


- routs him in Battle, 169. 


r our Pac . 
him, pag. 208. the un- 
believing. Fews not his 

Seed, 208. 
Abſolucios the power of it 
committed to ne Want 


ters, 343. . [ 
"Aceldama, 3 „ 


it, 200. 
Adul terous Generation, Seribes 


and Phariſees, 2<6. 7 


Andrew follows Chriſt, 72.. 


Angels attending at the Birth 

y of- Chriſt, 20. at his faſting 
65. at his Agony, 311. at 
- his Reſurrection, 337. at his] 
Aſcenſion, 350. 

" ies s confeſſion of Chriſt, 27 


mon, Philip, Nathaniel, fol- 
low Jeſus, 70, 71. ſee again 
p. 10, 104. Names of the 
Twelve, 122. they ate ſent 
to preach, 166. coftend who 

mall be greateſt in their 
Maſter” s Kingdom, 183,303. 

mall ſit on twelve Thrones 

249, 303, forſake their Ma- 
ſter, 312. 

Aretas, Herod's Father- in- Law, 


Arians confuted N. 262 
Auguſtus Ceſar's Decree for | 
' Taxing the Empire, 18. 
his Reflection on. Herod” s. 


| 1 
NY of Fohn, 49, ge. 
Chriſtian, the Form of it, 

[= SIP; * <4 

Barabbas releaſed, 322,325, 

| Bartholomew, ſappos*'d to be 

| the ſame with Nathaniel," 52. 
ſee more in his Life, 

1 ablind Man, cured, 


vils; 144. 
Betheſda, 112. 
B et hlehem, 1 Ip 1 G 


the bleſſed. Virgin, 4. 
. a 


Ce, his Counſel for 
deſtroying of Chriſt, 20d. 
examines him, 313, 
capernaum, 101, Woes denoun- 
ced againſt. it, with choraxix 
and Berhſaida, 139. 

Children bleſt by Chtiſt, 241. 

Chriſt. See Jeſus. 

Churches Chriſtian, firſt built, 
12 4 

Church: Orders to be regularly 
obey' d, 23,27. 

Cleophas, the ſame with Alpha- 

„„ 

Senn of the Gentiles: 76. 

. 

Dos. in what Senſe he 
ceall'd the e his 
Lord, 279. Sg 

| Dedication, Feaſt of, 223. 


e pe pas «Kip BY 


"= 5 2 * 


Dede what dehles a Nan 179. 


— 


N the chief of the De- 


Bethlehemates, e ehr 6 to 


Dilciples, 


N OO eNOS gs 


% 


Diſciples how to be qualify 
238. 
Diſciples, the LXX, the ex- 


tent of their Commiſſion, 
202, 203. they return from 
their Circuits with Joy, 212, 


Divorce, the Doane of it, 
239247. 5 2 5 


EV. Eli, & c. Chriſt's words 

upon the Croſs, 330. 

Elias, a Type of Fehn Baptiſt, 
69, 188. * to a Widow pal 
Sarepta. appears 

Chriſt's e eee | 

Eliſba, cured Naaman the Le- 
„. 


Elizabeth, Mother of John the 
| Hoſanna, the- Acclamation to 


Baptiſt, 6,8, 10. dies, 48. 
Eraſtians confuted in the point 
of Excommunication, 154. 
Euchariſt intel. 302. 84 

* F. 1 


Fi the, Power of it, 2415 . 


„ RFIE m£1 
Fig-tree curſt, 269. 


Fiſh brings Tribute- money, 193. 
6. | 


Adarenes or Gergeſenes de- 
lice Jeſus.to depart, and 

why „ 15898. 

Galileans, their Sect : Bei 
on done upon them by Pi- 
late, and Chriſt's Diſcourſe 
upon that Occaſion, 177. 

Gerizim, the Samaritanes place 
of Worſhip, 90,97. 

Gerhſemane, 319. | 

Grams deſire to ſee Iris. 267. 

H. 

Allel, what, 304. 


Herod the Great, an W 


mean conſtituted by Auguſtus 155 ; 


INDEX: 


King of Fudea, 18. Keb to 
May Chriſt, 30, 31. flays his 
own Sons, 36. his Death, 37- 
Fewtſh Nobility to have been 
ſlain at his Death, 38. 
Herod Antipas impriſons- Fehn 
the Baptiſt, at the inſtigati- 
on of Herodias, $4, $5. be- 
heads him, 169. is baniſhed, 
ibid. Chtiſt calls him a Fox, 
233. is fear to him for his 
Tryal, 321. a 
Herodians, a Sect among the 
ZFews favouring the Romans, 
177. their Queſtion about 
the Roman Tribute, 276. 
Holy Ghoſt, Sin againſt, 145, 
148. 


Chriſt riding i into ee 


1. 

Acols Predigion e 0 ve⸗ 
rified, 18. his Well, o. 

Fairus, his Daughter rais d, 162. 
Jeſus Chriſt, his Conception, 
7. why of a Virgin, 14. 
where and when born, 19. 
circumciſed and named, 21. 
- preſented in the Temple, 25. 
his flight into Egypt, 32. re- 
turns and ſettles at Na. a- 
reth, 43. diſputes in thercem- 
ple at twelve Years old, 45. 
how he encreaſed in Wiſ⸗ 
dom, 47. Baptized of John, 
58. his Age then, 60. his 
Faſting and Temptation, 62. 
Cc. he appears as the Meſ- 
ſiah, 68. turns Water into 
Wine, 73. cleanſes the Tem- 
ple, and his ſayings there- 


27. conference wk 


* er AN 


INDE * 


— os. with 1 


maritan Woman, 90. 


- & Nobleman's Son of ar, 


nau, 95. preaches at Nax a- 

ret h, 96. removes to Caper- 
naum, and preaches in Peter's 
- Ship, 101. grants him and 
his Partners a miraculous. 


Draught of Fiſes, 102, heals | 
. a Demoniack, at Capernaum, | 
104. and Peter's Wife's Mo- 


ther of a Fever, 165. a Le- 
per, 106. a Paralytick, 107, 


- from Heaven, 113. excuſes 


his Diſciples plucking Ears“ 
of Corn on the Sabbath, 


116. cures a wither d Hand 


FN to lay his Head: and 
that no Man having put his 
Hand to the Plough, cc. and 


ſays, let the dead bury their 
dad: ſtills a Tempeſt, 156, 
137. ſends Devils into a 
Herd of Swine, - 159. cats 
with Publicanes, 159. heals 
'2 Woman of a Bloody - flux, 


161. raiſes Jairus his Daugh- 


ter, 162, heals/ two blind 
Men, 163. Preaches again 
Calls Matthew, 108. heals a | 

Man at the Pool of Berhe/- | 
da, 112. ptoves his Miffion | 


at Nazareth, 164. fends his 


' Apoſtles to preach, and 
gives them ſundry InftruQi- 


ons, 166, Cc. retires to a 
Deſart near Berhſaida, where 


he miraculouſly feeds five 
thouſand, 170, 171. walks on 


be 
| 
| 
* A 
| 
_ 
d N 
1 
* 


- Woman anoints his Feet, 


"240. heals a Demoniack blind 
and dumb, 144. his anſwer 


117, withdraws from the | the Waters, and Peter goes 

Phariſees and Herodians, to meet him, 172. zeproves 

1186. Ele@s the XII Apofiles, | thoſe that ſought him for 

122. his Sermon- on the | the Loaves, and declares 

Mount, 125. heals a Centu- himſelf to be the Bread of 

rion's Servant at Capernaum, | Life, 173. many of his Di- 

133. raiſes the Widow's Son | ſciples depart from him on 

at Naim, 134. gives a Cha- this Occaſion: Peter's Con- 

| . xacter of Fohn the Baptiſt, feſſion of him, 175.he ſpeaks 
1 | and denounces Woes againſt | of eating with unwaſhen 
of Chorazin, Bethſaida, and c- Hands, and what defiles a 
«| pernaum, 138, 139. 'Dines Man, 179. heals the Syrepha- 
with Simon a Phariſee, where] nician's Daughter, 180, and 


to the Phariſees Charge of | 
a Diabolical Commerce, 144. 
promiſes the Sign of the | 
'Prophet Jenas, 146. Reclares |. 
who are his Mother ande 


Brethren, 147. ſpeaks Para- 
"ies ofthe Sower, Tares "Ou: 


Z 
's: 


a Deaf and Dumb Man, 181. 
with many others, ibid. mi- 
raculouſly feeds four thou- 
ſand, 181. 'xeproves the 
blindneſs of the Phariſces 


and Sadducees, who ftill re- 
' quired a Sign, and cautions 


againſt their' Leaven; 182, 


cures a blind Man at Beth- 


ſoidas 183. is ou d by Pe- 


— * 


X „ bw 


1 
kd 
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e 


- Fiſh, 192. teaches 


=, 7 — 


ter for the Meſſiah and Son 


of God; whom he rebukes | 


for oppoſing his Sufferings, 
which he fotetels, 186. his 


Transſiguration, 187. heals 
à Demoniack whom his Di- 
ſciples could not cure for 


want of Faith, Prayer, and 
Faſting, 189. pays tribute 
with Money BOYS by a 

is Apo- 
ſtles Humility, by propoſing 


- the Example of a little 


Child, 193. allows a Man 
who caſt out Devils in his 


Name, although he follow*d 
him not, 194. declares the 
Reward of relieving one of | 


the leaſt of his Diſciples, 


and the Danger of offending | 
them, 194, 195. goes tothe | 
- Feaſt of Tabernacles, 197. | 
tebukes Fames and John for 
their fiery Zeal againſt the 
inhoſpitable Samaritanes, 198. 


ſends out LXX Diſciples, 202. 
his perſwaſive Diſcourſes at 


the Feaſt tof Tabernacles, 
= 203, &c. he diſmiſſes a Wo- 


man taken in Adultery, 206. 


ham, 2.c9. glorifies his Fa- 


ther for revealing his good | 
Pleaſure to the meaneſt; 


pronounces his Diſciples 


Neighbenr 7 313. teaches his | 


his anſwer to the Phariſees |] 
Object ion, that he bare wit- 

_ neſs of himſelf, 207. afferts | 
his Exiſtence before Abra- 


| bleſſed in ſeeing the things | 
belonging to his Kingdom, | 
212. his anſwer to the Law- 
per, who ask d, Whe 5m | 


"x 


_— 


2 


- * * — S * : 


Diſciples to Pray, 224. cutes 
a Dumb Demoniack,and men - 
tions again the Sign of the 
Prophet Jonas, ' 215.. Dines 
with a Phariſee, 216. cauti- 
ons againſt Covertoulneſs, 
218. heals a crooked Wo- 


man, 220, and a Man born 


blind, 223. afferts his Unity 
with his Father, 228. declares 
the Rejection of the Je. 
and calling of the Gentiles, 


232. calls Herod a Fox, 233. 


heals a Dropſical Man; and 
at 'a Feaſt, exhorts the 
Gueſts to chuſe rhe loweſt 
Places, and the Entertainer 
to be charitable to the Poor, 
233, 234. ſpeaks ſeveral Pa- 
rables, 234, &c. heals ten 
Lepers, 244. foretels his fud- 
den coming to Judgment, 
245. reQifies the Law.of Di- 
vorce, 247. bleſſes little Chil- 
dren, 248. declares it hard 


for a rich Man to enter in- 


to the Kingdom of Heaven, 
249. his anſwer to the Mo- 
ther of James and John, 255. 


calls Zacchans, 255. heals 
two blind Men, 257. raiſes 


Lazarus fiom the dead, 259. 
whereupon the Fews con- 
ſpire to deſtroy him, 269. 


he Sups with Mary at Betha- 


ny, 251. his triumphant En- 
trance into Feruſalem, 265. 
Weeps over'it, 266. purges. 
the Temple, 267. Greeks de- 
fire to ſee him, and his Piſ- 
courſe thereupon, 267, 268. 
he curſes a Fig-tree, 269, po- 
zes the Fews about Fobr's 
| Baptiſm, 


INDE x. 


- Baptiſm,273. puts forth ſeve- 
ral Parables, 273, 274. an- 
ſwers the Herodians about 
the tribute payable to Ce- 
"far, 276. and the Sadducees 


5 about the Reſurrection, 297. 
and the Phariſees about the 


great Commandment, 278. 
xeproyes their Sins, 280. 


foretells the Deſtruction of |. 


 Fornſalem by the Romans, 
284, Cc. and enforces watch- 

. mg by ſundry Parables, 
228. exhibits a Scheme of 
the laſt Judment, 290. ſups 


. with Simon the Leper, where 


he waſhes his Diſciple' s feet, 
291, 292. diſcovers Fudas's 
treaſon, 293. and fotetells 
Peter's denial of him, 294. 
ſends his Diſciples to pre- 
Pare his laſt Paſſover, 299. 
Dis Valedictory Diſcourſes, 
299, Cc. 304. his Prayer, 


1 xvii. 307. his Prayers | 
and Agony in the Garden, | 


310, 311. is apprehended, 3 12. 


examin'd by Caiaphas, and 


the Sanhedrim, 313. where 
an Officer ſtrikes him, ibid. 
downs himſelf the Son of 
4 "rg 314. is horribly miſ- 
uſed by the Soldiers and Ser- 
vants, 314. carried before 

ilate, 319. thence to Herod, 


who ſends him back again, 
32. is ſcourged, mockt, and 


ſuffers many outrages, 323. 


the Fews refuſe to have him | 


releas'd, 322, 324. they im- 
precate the guilt of his Blood 


upon them and their poſte · 
_. Tity, 325. he is Crucified| | 
N two Thieves, 327. 1 : 


| reviled,z28, recommends his 

Mother to John's care, 329. 
Darkneſs, Earthquake, and 
other Prodigies attend his 

| Crucifixion, 329, 339. being 

dead he is taken down and 
buried, 332. his Sepulcher is 
ſeal' d and guarded, 334. he 
riſes from the dead, 337. ap- 
pears to two of his Diſciples, 

340, to others, 342, &c. aſ- 
cends into Heaven, 350. 

| Fews, had no dealings with the 

Samaritans, 90. 
Innocents ſlain by Herod, 35. 
Joanna, the Wife of Chuza, 955 
141. 

15 Fohmthe Baptiſt's conception, s. 
Nativity, 11. named, ibid. con- 
ceal'd in the Wilderneſs, 37, 
48. his Piet and Raiment, bid. 
begins his Miniſtry, 49. Bap- 
tizes all. ſorts, 30. Pattern 

of a good Miniſter, 524 86, 


Kon 


en for the Meſſiah, 31, 68. 

teſtifies that Jeſus is he, 69, 

&c. 33. impriſon'd by He- 

rod Antipas, 84. ſends his 

Diſciples to Jeſus, to ſatisfic 

_ themſelves who he was, 137. 
John's character given by our 

, Lord, 138. he is beheaded, 

169. the Jews puzzled about 

his Baptiſm, 273. . 

Fohn, the Apoſtle, rakes charge 
of the B. Virgin, 329. con- 
cerning his tarrying till 
Chriſt came, 347. 

Janas, a type of Chriſt, . 

| Foſeph, the Husband of the B. 

Virgin, 14. whether, he had 


— 


— 


Children, 16. * 


Baptizes Chriſt, 38. is tak- 


5 Foſebb 


IN D E X. 


Foſeph of Arimathea buries 
Chriſt in his own Tomb, 333. 
Judgment of the World, a 
scheme of it, 290. 

Judas (or Thends:) of Galilee, 


42+ 


| Fudas , murmurs at the 


Ointment beſtow*d upon our 
Lord, 261, 291. his Treaſon 
diſcover'd, 292, 293, 302. 
agrees to berray Jeſus for 
thirty pieces of Silver, 295. 
betrays him, 311. returns 


ſelf, 318, 319. 
E 


* 4 Brook, 309. 


Kingdom of Heaven, com- 
pared to ſeyeral things, 153. 
L. 


1 5 raiſed from | the | 


Dead, 2589. 
Lazarus, a Beggar, Parable, 240. 


Laymen, read in the Jewiſh: 


Synagogues, 96. 
M. 
ME: See Wiſe- men. 


Manna, Chriſt the true, 173 


"Martha, her too great care for 


8 temporal things, IH... 
Mary, of Bcthany, her happy | 


choice, 214. anoints Chriſt's 
Feet, 261. and his head, 291. 
Mary Magdalene, 140, 141. at- 
tends at the Cruci fixion, 329. 


at the Burial, 333. at the 


Sepulcher, 337. tells the A- 


bpoſtles that Chriſt was riſen, | 


335. 

Murr the Virgin Lide Eliza 
. beth, 8, het Hymn calPdthe 
_. Magnificat, | 3 perpetual} 
+ Virgin, 6, * 


the Money, and hangs him- 


| 


24 recommended by chit 
to John the Apoſtle, 329. 
Matthew call'd, 108. his Feaſt, 
159. 
Merit, the conceit of it 8 
down by a Parable, 242. 
Ae ſſah, why Jeſus allow*d not 
his Diſciples ro publiſh him 
under that Character, 198. 
was to ſuffer, 341. 343. 
Miniſter, pattern of a good 
one, 52, &c. $5. character 
of good and bad, 226, 227. 
Miracles, Chrift*s firſt at Cane 
in Galilee, '72. of the five 
loaves and two fiſhes, 171. 
of the ſeven loayes and ſmall 
fiſhes, 181. 
Moſes, appears at Chriſt's 
Transfiguration, 167. 
N. 


N ſupposꝰ dt to be the 

* ſame with Bartholomew, 
72. 

Nazareth, a deſcription of it, 
43 

Nazarenes, their unworthy 
treatment of Chriſt, 97, 164. 

Nicedemus, his conference with 


Chrift, 78. his Plea for him, 


205. he helps to 1 him, | 
333. 1 


Orea, the 8 of s gir- 
ing it, 194, 195, 241. 
when given, 199. 2, 

Offending Brethcen to be ap- 

plied to for revonenee, 

as I95, 196. 7 


p Ake, Aivided" into o three 
ſuriſdictions, „ 


. 


Farables of the two vibeves, 
EIS : om _- 


Sho od great and a 
N 140. the ee 


„„ 4 < 


25 his Servant 19500 Ta- 
ents, w ho yet refus'd to for- 
ie his N Servant 100 
Pence, 156. of the good Ca- 
5 marita, 213, of the rich 
Man who enlarged his Barns, | 
+ £18. of the Fig: tree three 
. Fears barren, 22c, of ap 
rich Man who made a 17 
"Feaſt, 284. of the Man 
+ builds 2 Houſe, andthe King 
0 War, 235. of the] 
Piece. of Silver, 236. 0 


* 
! 


Glutton and Lazarus, 
255 of e Servant waiting 
Fan Caſter after his days | 

242. of the unjuſt 
- Faw 246. of the Thariſee 
Wh Publican at Prayer, 245. 

the Man that hired La- 
bourers into his Vineyard, 
280. of the unprofitable Ser- 
_ Fant, 256, 290. of the two 


2 


n 


„let 
out his Vine 208 to Hus a | 
* 274. of the King who 
made a . Feaſt for 
OY — . 275. of the 2 | 
hom his Lord, goi 

Travel, left Governor bis 

* Family, 288. of the ten Vir- 

Sins, 289. | | 
Jaren N conducive to 
"ws 1 10 n 6. 
, them, 12, 


2 be 43-7 
_— 


W 


Ly Paſſover, the firſt of Chrif?, 


I 94. 


2 pak Son, 236, of the | _ 
Steward, 238. of the to let Jeſus waſh his Feet, 


him after his Reſurre&i 


6 X reproyed, 21 


. Miniſtry, 3 75. che Second, rtl. 
the third, 177. the founk, 
298. 

Peter follows Chrift, 70. lends 
him his Ship to Preach in; 
and is xewarded with a large 
draught of Fiſhes, and with 

a promiſeto catch Men, 10r, 
re z. his Wife's Mother heal'd 

by Chriſt, 1g. he owns him 
for the ah, 175, 185. is 

th x . dr oppoſing his 
ings, 186. he with 
| Fames and Fohn are preſent 

at the Transfiguration, 187, 

and afterwards at the Agony 

in the Garden, 3tc. 11855 


292. profeſſes he will die 

| - with him, rather than leave 

> 294» 304, 3d9. cuts off 

a Malchns 's Ear, 312. denies 

his Maſter, 314, 31s. ſecks 

ion, 

338, 345. teceives a thtee- 

fold charge from him to 

feed his Sheep, 346. if 
Phariſees and Lawyers murmur 


at out Lord, for ſaying to'a 


5 Facalytick, Thy Sins be bY for 


Li ven thee, 107. for h ealing 
on the Sabbath, 112, 113. 


their Blaſphemy againſt the 


| BY Ghoſt, 144. mutmur 


hriſt for eating with 


85 Kane x80. at his Diſci- 


ples for not faſting, 160. for 
ating with uw AſHed Hands, 
178. their Hypocriſie in this 
6, their Autho- 
ty in Aoſe,'s chair, 279. 


dc ful zum, 15 ao 


3400. their blindneſs. in on 
| knowing the ſigns of the 


tion of Souls, 185. they ſen 


mY 


ye to blaſt the Reſe 


Meſſiah, 182, the Fhacilces 
opinion of the Tranſmi 


their at the eure 
of the Man born blind, 22.4. 
their covetoufneſa, 2306. 
Philip follows Ohriſt, 7 Is 
gags what,. a6 
Pontius Pilate, ſlays the PI b 
leans 117. tryes Jeſus, 315 
&c. ſends him to Herod,but 


On dach im Benn d, 221)] 


cCautidn'd by his Wife not to 


TN D, 


1 
2 + . 


, (TY Chriſt's cures on * 
112, 117, 22 #35, 233. ex- 
cuſes his-Diſciplesfoc pluck- 
ing cars of Sen it, 126. 


them, 216. theix leaven, 217. Sun 


ces the Inhabitate of 7 8 
char to believe in ii 3. 
Samaritant, the ff Zeal of 
6 and John 1 them, = 


condemn him, 328. cauſes | Scandal, 


him to be ſcourged, 323. 
Sentences him to be erucified, 
325. gives his Body to Fo- 
ſeph of Arimathea, 332. al- 
lows the Fews t to ſecure the 
grave, 334 
Poverty ſangifiedby Chriß, 21. 
Prayer, motives to it, 215, 246. 
Publicans, 108. See Index to the 
Lives of the Apoſtles. 


Q- 
Coon of John's Bapeiſn, 
273. of the great Com- 
mandment, 27d. of the Mef- 


ah, W IT nts 279. 


. Jetted by the | Simwn 
Sadducees, 277. SOA by: Socia 


Serpent, Brazen * er. So | 
Chriſt, 79, 32 


Signs foreboding 22 


Siloam, the fall of the Tower 
there, 178. the well” there, 


E 2% 


; Y .Y * 2 2 er 3 T6 3 : 5 as 
Ser at Chriſt's Birth, : 29. =P 1 3 v. "Ss. r Ss ** FH c a 
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